
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2009 

I. CITY CLERK - 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL - 

MAYOR - 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Appoints Attorney To Planning Commission -
Sunderman and Cornelius reappointed (Council received on 08/03/09). 

*2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler will discuss City budget issues at a news
conference on 08/06/09 at 10:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room.  

*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City To Add Four Officers with Stimulus Grant. 

*4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Urges Support of His Proposed Budget - Public hearing
set for Monday.  

*5. Washington Report - July 31, 2009. 

DIRECTORS - 

HEALTH - 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Lincoln Public Health Leader Named To NACCHO Executive
Board.

  

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS -  

JON CAMP -

  1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: 9th & Harrison
Traffic Warning Device (RFI #90 - 07/22/09) 

*2. Response E-Mail & Material from Fire Chief Niles Ford - RE: Proposed ambulance rate
increases.   

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - 

*1. E-Mail & Attachment from Dale Briere, TGA Wireless Device Recycling - RE: The
program, TGA Wireless Device Recycling. 
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*2. E-Mail from Pat McCashland - RE: Against Telecom Tax increase.

*3. E-Mail & Attachment from Walter Canney - RE: In Support of Telecom Tax increase.

*4. E-Mail from Joyce Gleason - RE: Proposed fee for Nature Center-Please do NOT charge
a fee.

*5. E-Mail from Helen Chastain - RE: Proposed fee for Nature Center-Please do NOT
charge a fee.  

*6. E-Mail from Lance Roach, J L Exteriors Inc. - RE: NO telecom tax increase.

*7. Letter from Mark Kurtenbach - RE: Concerns over the safety and traffic flow on Old
Cheney Road between 70th Street & 84th Street.

*8. E-Mail from L. J. Frost - RE: Strongly disagree with any decision to close the Bethany &
South Branch libraries.  

*9. E-Mail from Barb Haith - RE: Opposed to the telecom tax.

     *10. E-Mail from Spencer Ashburn - RE: An increase in the tax on cell phones is
unacceptable!

     *11. E-Mail from Bob Hall - RE:  Off-premise advertising.

     *12. E-Mail from Elizabeth Philson - RE: Please reconsider raising cell taxes. 

     *13. E-Mail from Adam Sparling - RE: Please do not vote for a raise in cell tax.  

     *14. E-Mail from Sara & Robert Friedman - RE: In Support of the increase in the telecom tax.

     *15. Letter from Rosina Paolini - RE: The Importance of Direct Learning with Nature.   

     *16. 2 E-Mails from Chuck Lien - RE: Please vote against any telecom tax increases on his
cell phone or land line.

     *17. E-Mail from Chad Baker - RE: I do not support any tax increase, cell phone or
otherwise.        

   

V. ADJOURNMENT  

*HELD OVER UNTIL AUGUST 17, 2009.

da081009/tjg



Mayor Chris Beutler today appointed Jeanelle Lust, the managing partner of a local law firm, to the Lincoln-
Lancaster County Planning Commission.  She will replace Gene Carroll, who was elected to the City Council in 
May.  The Mayor also reappointed Lynn Sunderman, the current chair, and Michael Cornelius, the current vice 
chair, to the Commission. Planning Commissioners serve six-year terms, and appointments must be approved 
by the City Council and County Board. .

“Jeanelle brings a strong legal skills and experience to the Planning Commission, a body that makes major 
decisions for the future of our City and County,” Beutler said. “This background is especially important at this 
time when I have asked the Planning Department to review large numbers of regulations with an eye toward 
simplifying procedures and making the overall environment more customer friendly.”

Lust has been with the law firm of Knudsen, Berkheimer, Richardson and Endacott since 1994.  As a trial 
lawyer, she focuses on commercial litigation and handles all aspects of nursing home litigation. She graduated 
from Augustana College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and from the Creighton University School of Law.  She 
is active in the Nebraska Bar Association and is a charter Fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America. The 
Lancaster County Board appointed her to serve on the Indigent Defense Council, and she also has served in 
leadership roles with the Capital Humane Society and the Lincoln Children's Zoo. 

The nine-member Planning Commission is responsible for helping to develop a comprehensive land use plan 
for Lancaster County and for making policy recommendations to the City Council and County Board.   State 
statute requires counties to form planning commissions if a primary class city (population 100,000 to 300,000) 
is located in the county.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 3, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

MAYOR APPOINTS ATTORNEY TO PLANNING COMMISSION
Sunderman and Cornelius reappointed
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  August 5, 2009     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will discuss City budget issues at a news conference at 
10 a.m. Thursday, August 6 in the Mayor's Conference Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.
The public hearing on the City budget is set for Monday, August 10 beginning at 2:30 p.m.

NOTE: The City Council was scheduled to vote on changes to the Mayor's budget at 9 a.m. Wednesday,
August 12 in the City Council Chambers. That meeting has been moved to 3 p.m. Wednesday in Room 113.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the City will accept $679,136 in federal stimulus funds to hire four 
full-time Police Officers. The U.S. Department of Justice COPS Office announced last week that Lincoln will 
receive part of the $1 billion awarded nationwide through the COPS Hiring Recovery Program. 

“This community has identified safety and security as the top priority for City government, “ Mayor Beutler 
said. “But the budget has not always allowed us to increase our police force as our City has continued to grow 
in size and population. With the federal COPS program, we will be in a much better position to finance our 
future law enforcement needs.”

The grants provide 100-percent funding for salaries for three years. The City is required to fund the position for 
at least one year beyond that.  Before accepting the grant, Beutler said the City examined the need for police 
officers and the additional costs in the future. Lincoln has a low crime rate, down 13 percent from last year.  But 
response time has risen from 3.6 minutes in 2006 to 4.1 minutes in 2008, a 12 percent increase. 

“We should not add police to the force because it is popular with the public or because it is good politics,” 
Beutler said. “We should add police because we have a need to be addressed.  After looking at the facts, I am 
strongly convinced that keeping Lincoln a safe, low-crime community requires us to add to our police force.”

The Mayor said the COPS grant process was very competitive. Only 14.3 percent of the agencies that applied 
received this grant funding, and the Mayor congratulated the Police Department for its successful proposal. 

Police Chief Tom Casady said the grant was awarded just before the start of an academy class, so  three of the 
four officers funded begin their training today as part of a class of 13 recruits. The remaining funded position 
will be filled from the academy class that begins in January.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 6, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

CITY TO ADD FOUR OFFICERS WITH STIMULUS GRANT

- more -

Chief Tom Casady, Police Department, 441-7237
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COPS Funding
August 6, 2009
Page Two

“We are delighted, in this difficult economic period, to be able to add police officers,” Casady said.  “Four 
officers will help us keep up with Lincoln's population growth, and continue to provide the quality services that 
promote a safe and secure community.”

The City last accepted a COPS grant in the 2004-2005 fiscal year when 2 officers were hired, bringing the total 
force to 317. 

Four other Nebraska agencies were awarded funding:  the Beatrice Police Department, the City of Omaha, the 
Dawson County Law Enforcement Center and the Omaha Tribe Police Department. More information is 
available at www.cops.usdoj.gov.



Mayor Chris Beutler today said his proposed budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year puts Lincoln  in the best 
position to face the future. And he said the modest revenue increases he has proposed are necessary to maintain 
the City's quality of life.

“We saved the pools, libraries and rec center services that will keep our kids off the streets and engaged in 
positive activities,” Mayor Beutler said. “We saved a senior companion program, police non-injury accident 
reporting, a Health Department program that helps women have healthy babies, and badly need parks 
maintenance. We are investing in job creation and growth with the Fast Forward Fund and the Development 
Services Center.”

Beutler said the half-cent increase in the telecommunications tax will equal about only 50 cents on a $100 
monthly phone bill. And he rejected the idea that the City should instead rely on “vacancy savings” to balance 
the budget. “We must end the practice of budgeting less than the amount needed to fund the jobs in the budget, 
an accounting gimmick that increases overtime costs, leads to backdoor service cuts and lessens transparency,” 
Beutler said. 

The Mayor's proposed budget proposes a spending increase of .04 percent at a time when the national recession 
that has negatively impacted sales and property taxes, 70 percent of the City's revenue sources. Since taking 
office, Beutler's budgets have cut nearly $10 million in spending and 143 jobs, more than 6 percent of the City 
workforce.  The City has moved to end the $2-for-$1 retirement match and has negotiated contracts that 
increase salaries by an average of about 1 percent, the lowest increase in 40 years.

“I am confident that Lincoln's citizens are wise enough to know that making our community great requires us to 
make some the tough choices,” Beutler said. “We simply cannot cut anymore without damaging our quality of 
life.” 

The Mayor urged citizens to educate themselves on the City budget before the City Council's public hearing 
Monday, August 10. The Council will have a regular meeting at 1:30 p.m. that day. The public hearing is 
scheduled for 2:30 to 10:30 p.m. with a 30-minute break at 6.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 6, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

MAYOR URGES SUPPORT OF HIS PROPOSED BUDGET
Public hearing set for Monday

- more -
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City Budget
August 6, 2009
Page 2

The City Council will meet again Wednesday, August 12 to vote on changes to the Mayor's recommended 
budget.  This meeting had been scheduled for 9 a.m. in the Council Chambers, but it has been moved to 3 
p.m. and will be held in Room 113, next to the Chambers. The Council is scheduled to adopt the budget at its 
5:30 p.m. meeting Monday, August 24.

In insert on the City budget was published in the Neighborhood Extra Saturday, August 1. The insert is 
available at the County City Building, Lincoln City Libraries and on the home page of the City Web site at 
lincoln.ne.gov.



 

CONGRESS 
House adjourns until after Labor Day, while 
the Senate stays in town to debate a Supreme 
Court nomination.   Members of the House of 
Representatives returned to their districts 
today to enjoy a month-long summer break, 
but they are expected to face an earful from 
constituents about the high profile issues they 
will face upon their post-Labor Day return. 
 
Meanwhile, the Senate will stay in 
Washington an additional week to consider 
and vote on the nomination of Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor to the United States Supreme 
Court.  The Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved her nomination this week, on a vote 
that was largely across party lines.  
Republicans have indicated they will not 
filibuster the nomination and Sotomayor is 
expected to be confirmed. 
 
The House was successful in one of its goals 
for the summer – completion of all 12 of the 
FY 2010 appropriations bills.  With floor 
approval of the Defense Department measure 
this week, the house is ready to confer with 
their Senate colleagues in September to 
reconcile any bills upon approval in that 
chamber.  The Senate Appropriations 
Committee has approved 11 of the 12 
spending bills (Defense remains), but has 
been slower to gain floor approval, and 
expects to have only four (Homeland 
Security, Legislative Branch, Energy and 
Water, and Agriculture) approved on the floor 
prior to the recess. 
 
Of course, the major topic of conversation in 
Washington has been health care reform, and 
both Senate and House Democrats continue to 
struggle with consensus on this contentious 
issue.  House leaders had hoped to bring a 
measure to the floor this week, but were 
stymied by opposition by a group of moderate 
and conservative Democrats, who are trying 

to lower the cost of the bill.  However, 
concessions made to these “Blue Dog” 
Democrats appear to have riled liberal 
Democrats in the chamber, who now are 
considering withholding their support. 
 
In the Senate, intense bipartisan negotiations 
among some members of the Senate Finance 
Committee was halted late this week, as was 
hope that a bill could be considered in that 
panel next week.  There is some speculation 
that Senate leaders are hoping to secure the 
60 votes necessary to go forward with a bill 
on the floor without the help of Republicans 
and avoid the concessions to GOP members 
that would make reform ineffective in their 
eyes. 
 
At any rate, it is almost certain that the 
October 1 deadline presented earlier this year 
by President Obama for approval of health 
care reform will not be met. 
 
Both the House and Senate are expected to be 
back in session on September 8. 
 
HOUSING AND CD 
Senate panel approves FY 2010 HUD 
spending.  The Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved its version of an FY 
2010 appropriations bill for the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development this 
week. 
 
Formula grants under the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program 
at HUD would receive $3.99 billion in FY 
2010 under the Senate bill, an increase of 
$350 million from FY 2009, but less than the 
$4.17 billion approved by the House for FY 
2010.  The Senate would also allocate $1.825 
billion for the HOME program, the same 
level as FY 2009 and $175 million less than 
the House recommendation for FY 2010.  
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Other HUD programs would be funded in 
the Senate bill as follows: 
 
• $26.2 billion for Section 8 (+$2 billion 

from FY 2009, same as House in FY 
2010) 

• $1.875 billion for homeless assistance 
grants ($+200m FY09; +$25m House) 

• $785 million for elderly housing 
(+$20m FY09; -$215m House) 

• $265 million for disabled housing 
(+$15m FY09; -$85m House) 

• $320 million for Housing for Persons 
with AIDS (+$10m FY09; +$10m 
House) 

 
The Senate bill also includes $250 million 
for a new Choice Neighborhoods program, 
an Obama Administration recommendation 
that would take the place of the HOPE VI 
program.  Like HOPE VI, the new 
initiative would continue to focus on 
improving public housing, but also address 
better access to schools, transportation, 
jobs and other services.  Since the program 
has not been officially authorized, the 
House chose to simply fund HOPE VI at 
$250 million. 
 
The Senate bill would also fund a new 
Sustainable Communities program at $150 
million, as a set-aside within the CDBG 
program.  Also an Obama proposal, the 
initiative would operate jointly with the 
Department of Transportation and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to 
promote integrated housing and 
transportation planning efforts on both the 
regional and local level.  The House also 
included $150 million for this effort. 
 
The bill will be considered on the Senate 
floor in September. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Congress sends $7 billion fix of Highway 
Trust Fund to the White House.  Both the 
House and Senate quickly approved 
legislation (HR 3375) this week that would 
transfer $7 billion from the general fund 
into the ailing Highway Trust Fund (HTF).  
The HTF is expected to run out of funds 
before the end of August, absent an 
infusion of funds.  A similar infusion of $8 
billion was required last summer to keep 
the HTF afloat. 
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The short-term fix for the HTF 
represents the continuation of a rift 
between the House and the Senate over 
the timing for renewing the 2005 
SAFETEA-LU law.  The Senate and the 
White House are pushing for an 18-
month extension of current law with a 
$26 billion HTF infusion, but Chairman 
Jim Oberstar (D-MN) of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee has resolved to accept 
nothing less than a full, multi-year 
surface transportation authorization this 
year. 
 
HR 3357 has been sent to the President, 
who is expected to sign it into law 
shortly. 
 
Senate panel approves FY 2010 DOT 
budget.  Meanwhile, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee this week 
approved the FY 2010 Department of 
Transportation appropriations bill that 
includes $1.2 billion for high-speed rail, 
$2.8 billion less than approved by the 
House of Representatives.  Overall, the 
measure provides $122 billion for DOT, 
$1 billion less than was included in the 
House-passed transportation spending 
bill. 
 
The Senate bill also includes $1.1 billion 
for “significant transportation projects,” 
which could be used to fund a National 
Infrastructure Bank.  The House 
included $2 billion for the concept in its 
version, pending authorization.  Such a 
bank would fund road, bridge, transit, 
and railroad projects, though it has not 
yet been authorized or created. 
 
The Senate version of the legislation 
includes $42.5 billion for the federal-aid 
highway program, which is higher than 
both the House measure and President 
Obama's budget request of $41.1 billion.  
Programs at the Federal Transit 
Administration would receive $10.8 
billion in the Senate bill, up from the 
$10.48 billion in the House-passed bill.  
The Airport Improvement Program 
would receive $3.5 billion, the same 
level as the House. 
 
The Senate is expected to consider the 
bill on the floor in September. 
 

FTA releases final guidance on New 
Starts/Small Starts.  On Wednesday, the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
published two notices in the Federal 
Register that provide guidance on 
procedures and policies for the New 
Starts and Small Starts fixed guideway 
programs.  The first of these -- a Final 
Guidance -- does not make any changes 
to the draft guidance released on May 
20, 2009 regarding the project rating and 
evaluation process.  The guidance 
became effective on July 29th. 
 
The second notice, the Additional 
Proposed Guidance, identifies additional 
changes that may be adopted by the end 
of 2009.  FTA specifically mentions that 
it does not intend to address concerns 
about requiring a “medium” rating on 
cost effectiveness.  Comments are due 
on August 18, and both notices are 
accessible from the following link: 
http://tiny.cc/Blyiv.  
 
Finally, a House subcommittee approved 
a measure to eliminate some railroad anti
-trust exemptions.  The House Judiciary 
Committee Subcommittee on Courts and 
Competition Policy this week approved 
a bill (HR 233) that would remove an 
exemption for railroads from a 1914 anti
-trust law that requires Justice 
Department approval of mergers. 
 
Current ly ,  on ly the  Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) – a body 
with a history of close ties to the railroad 
industry – must approve mergers.  
Supporters of the bill say the antitrust 
exemption has resulted in the reduction 
of Class I freight railroads from 63 to 
seven.  Four of those railroads now 
provide 90 percent of rail transportation. 
 
The bill now must be considered by the 
full Judiciary Committee.  Similar 
efforts are ongoing in the Senate, where 
supporters hope to attach the measure to 
legislation to reauthorize the STB. 
 
FLOOD INSURANCE 
House extends flood insurance program.  
The House approved legislation (HR 
3139) this week that would provide a 
six-month extension of the National 
Flood Insurance Program at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 



 

(FEMA).  The program is currently set to 
expire on September 30. 
 
Congress has been working for more than 
two years on changes to the program that 
would be included in a long-term 
reauthorization, but has been unable to 
come to a consensus on two major sticking 
points: adding coverage for wind damage 
to the program, and forgiving a $20 billion 
debt in the program that is the result of 
payouts from a series of storms and 
hurricanes in the Gulf Coast in 2004 and 
2005. 
 
During the last Congress, the House 
approved a reauthorization of the program 
that included wind coverage but not the 
debt forgiveness, while the Senate chose to 
support the debt forgiveness but not the 
wind coverage.   The Obama 
Administration has taken the same position 
as the Senate. 
 
The short-term extension approved by the 
House, also includes language that would 
expand FEMA’s special designation flood 
coverage to include areas undergoing state 
or locally funded levee construction, 
reconstruction and improvements.  
Currently, FEMA considers only areas 
with federally funded levee improvements 
eligible for the program. 
 
Bill supporters hope that the Senate would 
approve the measure, if not next week, 
then in September when they return from a 
summer recess. 
 
ELECTIONS 
House approves bill regarding tracking 
absentee ballots. The House approved 
legislation (HR 2510) this week that would 
direct the federal Election Assistance 
Commission to reimburse states for costs 
associated with establishing an absentee 
ballot tracking program for federal 
elections. 
 
The legislation does not require states to 
establish absentee ballot tracking systems, 
but to qualify for grant funding, states must 
implement systems that allow voters to 
confirm whether their absentee ballots for 
federal elections have been received and 
counted, through either official Web sites 
or toll-free telephone numbers.  California 
has an online system and 98,000 voters 
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checked their status during the 
November 2008 elections. 
 
There is no Senate companion to HR 
2501, but the Senate Rules and 
Administration Committee is hoping to 
consider a measure in September that 
addresses the difficulties facing overseas 
military voters. 
 
FEDERALISM 
OMB revises lobbying guidance.  The 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) this week issued revised 
guidance (OMB Memorandum M-09-
24) governing federal employee 
communications with registered 
lobbyists about stimulus funds. 
 
The new guidance clarifies that 
communications about specific projects 
and applications between federal 
employees and registered lobbyists are 
proscribed only during the period of time 
between the submission of applications 
for competitive stimulus funds and the 
announcement of awards.  The guidance 
also expands that communications ban to 
include all persons, not just registered 
lobbyists.  The guidance specifically 
exempts “the elected chief executive of a 
state, local or tribal government” from 
the communications ban.  (However, 
most federal agencies already have 
policies that limit communication with 
grant applicants after applications have 
been submitted.) 
 
The OMB guidance also clarifies that all 
people, including registered lobbyists, 
are allowed to communicate with federal 
employees regarding logistical questions 
about stimulus grant programs at any 
time.  It also allows all people, including 
registered lobbyists, to communicate 
with federal employees at “widely 
attended gatherings.”  Beyond those two 
exceptions, federal employees will still 
have to report all communications with 
registered lobbyists about specific 
projects within three business days, 
including private communications that 
occur before or after a “widely attended 
gathering.”  The guidance provides 
federal employees with a one-page form 
that they can use to report such 
communications. 
 

OMB Memorandum M-09-24 can be 
found at: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/
memoranda_fy2009/m09-24.pdf 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
 
Department of Commerce 
T h e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Administration (EDA) has announced 
grant awards from its stimulus funding 
programs: 
http://tiny.cc/g9aV4. 
 
Department of Energy 
The DOE has begun to award stimulus 
formula funds through the Energy and 
Environment Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG) program: 
http://www.eecbg.energy.gov/ 
 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
HUD is approving the final round of 
plans submitted by state housing finance 
agencies for the Tax Credit Assistance 
Program (TCAP).   TCAP allows state 
housing finance agencies to fund 
affordable rental housing projects across 
the nation while stimulating job creation 
in the hard-hit construction industry: 
http://www.hud.gov/news/release.cfm?c
ontent=pr09-134.cfm. 
 
Department of Justice 
The Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS) Office has awarded $1 
billion in Recovery Act funding through 
its COPS Hiring Recovery Program 
(CHRP).  An announcement Toolkit 
provides additional information on how 
the applications were reviewed and how 
final awards were selected: 
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?I
tem=2208. 
The Office of Justice Programs 
continues to release grant awards on a 
rolling basis: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery/awar
ds.htm 
 
Department of Transportation 
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood 
created a review team to expedite the 
grant application approval for 
Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) funds.  



 

Grant awards will be announced in January 
2010 instead of February 17, 2010.  
Applications for TIGER discretionary 
grants are due September 15, 2009.  
 
GRANTS & NOTICES 
 
Federal Transit Administration 
FTA released the Final Guidance on New 
Starts/Small Starts Policies and 
Procedures. The guidance alters project 
justification ratings and criteria and 
addresses alternatives with tunnels: 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/planning/newstarts/
planning_environment_9727.html. 
 
FTA also released Additional Proposed 
Guidance for New Starts/Small Starts 
Policies and Procedures. The notice 
identifies modifications to the evaluation 
and rating process, clarifies existing 
policies, and solicits public feedback on 
potential changes to the New Starts/Small 
Starts programs. The request for comments 
deadline is August 18, 2009: 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/planning/newstarts/
p lann ing_env i ronmen t_9727 .h tml .  
  
Housing and Urban Development 
The Office of Fair Housing and Equal 
Opportunity announced the availability of 
FY 2009 funding for HUD’s Fair Housing 
Initiatives Program (FHIP).  Over $26 
million is available for this three-part 
program.  Allocated funds are to be used to 
assist “in the investigation and 
enforcement of alleged violations of the 
Fair Housing Act and substantially 
equivalent State and local fair housing 
laws.” Applications are due September 18, 
2009: 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?
oppId=48727&mode=VIEW. 
 
Bikes Belong Foundation  
The Bikes Belong Foundation awards 
funding to support the construction of bike 
trails and bike lanes and to support 
advocacy projects that expand bike 
ridership and influence public policy as it 
relates to bicycling. Bikes Belong reviews 
grant applications on a quarterly basis. 
Applications must be emailed by August 
24, 2009 to be considered for the fall 
award cycle. See: 
http://www.bikesbelong.org/grants. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : August 5, 2009

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Elaine Severe - 441-8093

LINCOLN PUBLIC HEALTH LEADER NAMED TO NACCHO EXECUTIVE
BOARD

Lincoln, Neb. (August 5, 2009)--

Bruce Dart, Director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department in Lincoln,
Nebraska, formally assumed the duties of President of the National Association of
County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) this month at the Association’s Annual
Meeting in Orlando, Florida.

A public health practitioner since 1980, Dart has been Health Director of the Lincoln-
Lancaster County Health Department since 2001, an agency that serves over 275,000
Nebraskans. He has served as President of the Nebraska Public Health Association and
on numerous state and local public health/health services committees focusing on
community health and health care access issues. 

"I am deeply honored to have this opportunity to serve our nation's local health
departments as president of the Board of NACCHO,” said Dart. “This is a time of both
great struggle and opportunity for health departments across the country. As we come
together to address community health issues, the efforts of all who comprise NACCHO
will help us on the local level truly make a difference." 

Dart is a Registered Environmental Health Specialist and was formerly Nebraska
Environmental Health Administrator of the Year. He has dedicated his career to
improving environmental and social conditions that impact the public's health and
building support for healthy communities among local constituents. 

Dart received his MS in Administration (Health Services) from Central Michigan
University and his PhD in Health Services from Walden University. 



NACCHO is the national organization representing the nation’s nearly 3,000 local health
departments. These agencies work every day on the front lines to protect and promote the
health of their communities. NACCHO develops resources and programs and promotes
national policies that support effective local public health practice.

###
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Niles R. Ford
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 12:03 PM
To: Jon Camp
Cc: Don R. Herz; Tammy J. Grammer; Doug Emery; John Spatz; Adam A. Hornung; Jayne L. 

Snyder; Eugene W. Carroll; Jonathan A. Cook; joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com; Sherrie A. 
Meints

Subject: RE: Proposed ambulance rate increases
Attachments: Councilman Camp’s 7-26-2009 Request.doc; 20090625 Rate Increase Letter to EMS 

Inc.PDF

Good day all,  
 
I have attached the response to questions forwarded to me by Councilman Camp, as well as a letter we sent to EMS inc. 
to provide explanation for the increase.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me or Sherrie (441‐6686) at your continuance.  
 
Niles Ford 
Fire Chief 
Lincoln Fire & Rescue 
1801 "Q" Street 
Lincoln, NE. 68508 
402‐441‐8350 
 
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.                            
Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
 

From: Jon Camp  
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2009 2:17 PM 
To: Sherrie A. Meints 
Cc: Niles R. Ford; Don R. Herz; Tammy J. Grammer; Doug Emery; John Spatz; Adam A. Hornung; Jayne L. Snyder; 
Eugene W. Carroll; Jonathan A. Cook; joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
Subject: Proposed ambulance rate increases 
 
Sherry: 
  
I reviewed the materials appended to Resolution 09R-135, which will be introduced July 27, 2009, requesting ambulance 
rate increases.  Please provide answers to the following questions: 
  
1.  What is the current balance owed by the  EMS Enterprise Fund to the City? 
  
2.  Please provide information on the proposed budget item for the EMS Enterprise Fund for $60,000 for a 
"lease/purchase" of 2 more ambulances.   
  
    a.  What is the proposed lease term?   
    b.  The assumed interest rate?   
    c.  The total price per vehicle?   
    d.  Will these be the same vehicle type and manufacturer as the current 11 ambulances LRF has? 
  
3.  Please provide the mileage on each of the current 11 ambulances--identify per ambulance please. 
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4.  The materials attached to the Resolution project and increase $123,919 in gross charges with a resulting approximate 
$36,642 in additional revenue.   
  
    Please explain these calculations.  For example, although your rates in the past have projected certain total gross 
charges, because of insurance and Medicare reimbursement shortfalls, you have not netted those project total gross 
charges.   
  
    a.  Are you saying that the $123,919 reduction to $36,642 is totally due to this loss of reimbursements?   
  
5.  What is the projected amount of increased wages/compensation/benefit costs for personnel in the EMS Enterprise 
Fund? 
  
6.  What is the current rate for the category "Standby:  Fire Apparatus"?  You are asking for a rate increase to $137. 
  
Thank you for providing this information as soon as possible.  If you need to consult with other individuals who assisted 
in providing this information, please share my questions with them.  You are also welcome to call me. 
  
Jon 
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Lincoln Fire & Rescue Memo 
 
TO:  Lincoln City Council 
 
Through: Chris Beutler, Mayor  
 
CC:  Rick Hoppe, John Huff, Sandy Yost, Sherrie Meints 
 
FROM: Niles Ford, Fire Chief  
 
DATE:  7-29-2009 
 
SUBJECT: Councilman Camp’s 7-26-2009 Request  
 
 
On Sunday 7-26-09, LFR received a request for information from Councilman Camp. Listed below are the 
questions from Councilman Camp and corresponding responses from LFR.  
 
1.  What is the current balance owed by the EMS Enterprise Fund to the City? 
 As of 6-30-2009, the inter-fund loan balance was $628,388.   
  
2.  Please provide information on the proposed budget item for the EMS Enterprise Fund for $60,000 for 
a "lease/purchase" of 2 more ambulances.   
  
    a. What is the proposed lease term?   
 7 Years 
 
    b. The assumed interest rate?    
 5% 
 
    c. The total price per vehicle?    
 $154,260 ambulance, $10,000 cot; Total of $164,260 
 
    d. Will these be the same vehicle type and manufacturer as the current 11 ambulances LRF has?  

The vehicle type will be the same, an E450 type 3.  It is possible the manufacturer may change; it 
depends if we go out for bid or if we are able to piggy-back on another government agency 
contract.  

 
3.  Please provide the mileage on each of the current 11 ambulances--identify per ambulance please. 
 Medic Unit Mileage as of 7-27-09:  
 
 M6 150,661 
 M3 147,028 
 M5 137,889 
 M2 134,959 
 M21 133,736 
 M7 126,913  
 M24 116,056 
 M214 110,211 
 M25 107,548 
 M8 107,091 
 M211 102,014 
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4.  The materials attached to the Resolution project and increase $123,919 in gross charges with a 
resulting approximate $36,642 in additional revenue.   
  
    Please explain these calculations.  For example, although your rates in the past have projected certain 
total gross charges, because of insurance and Medicare reimbursement shortfalls, you have not netted 
those project total gross charges.   
 
    a. Are you saying that the $123,919 reduction to $36,642 is totally due to this loss of 
reimbursements?   
  

Based on our previous collection history, our payor mix is: Medicare 42%, Medicaid 13%, 
Commercial Insurance 29%, and Self Pay is 16%.   
 
We will not see any additional revenue from any increase of charges for Medicaid and Medicare.  
All ambulance services are required by law to accept the Medicaid and Medicare allowed amount 
and may not bill the patient above this amount.  55% of the $123,919 ($68,155) is expected to be 
uncollectable and written off as a contractual allowance for these two payor types.  
 
Commercial insurance is 29% of the payor mix; resulting in $35,936 in gross charges.  Our 
percentage rate for collecting on accounts where the primary payor is a commercial insurance is 
81% of gross charge payments.  This will result to an expected increase in revenue of $29,108.   
 
The remaining $7,534 results in payments from the 16% of patients who are listed as self-pay.  
Our collection history shows only a 38% collection rate on these types of accounts.   
 

 
5.  What is the projected amount of increased wages/compensation/benefit costs for personnel in the 
EMS Enterprise Fund? 
 

08/09 Adopted Budget:  $2,542,785 
09/10 Mayors Proposed: $2,581,957 
 
Difference of 1.54% 

 
 
6.  What is the current rate for the category "Standby:  Fire Apparatus"?  You are asking for a rate 
increase to $137. 
 

We are requesting that a Standby - Fire Apparatus charge be approved by the City Council 
should we have a request for a Fire Apparatus to standby at an event.   
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Dale Briere [dbriere@tgaglobal.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 04, 2009 6:47 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Helping the City of Lincoln (and the environment)
Attachments: TGA Wireless Recycling.pdf

Dear Members of the City Council of Lincoln: 
  
Please allow me a minute of your time to introduce a recycling program that can benefit the City of Lincoln.  You may want 
to share this information with civic organizations and churches in your community, as well. 
  
The program - TGA Wireless Device Recycling - helps the environment at the same time. 
  
Here's how it works: 
  
TGA Wireless Device Recycling is a turn-key operation.   We provide a small collection bin (or more than one, depending 
on your needs) and you collect wireless devices (cell phone, PDA, Blackberry) from employees and/or the public.  A bin 
could be placed at City Hall, for example.  You ship the wireless devices to us (using prepaid shipping labels we 
provide), we process them and pay you (or your favorite charity) for those devices.  Every device we process is reused or 
recycled, following a "no landfill" policy.  Also, devices are data scrubbed by our 102-point security scrubbing (certified in 
writing) so that recycled devices cannot be compromised. 
That's all there is to it.  TGA Wireless Device Recycling is an easy program to implement and there is no cost to you.  
  
This program does three very important things: 
  
1.  Raises money for your city (or favorite charity) 
2.  Reduces our carbon footprint 
3.  Keeps cell phones out of landfills 
  
Some brief information is attached.  Please review and, as needed, forward to the appropriate person or committee.  
  
Feel free to contact me if you have questions or if you are ready to take advantage of this program. 
  
Go green.  Support charity. 
  
  
Best regards, 
  
Dale Briere 
TGA Wireless Device Recycling 
217‐549‐4109 | dbriere@tgaglobal.com 
www.tgaglobal.com 

  Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this e-mail. 
  



 Wireless Device  
Recycling Program 

   

 

 

                                  

Our offering is very simple and costs you nothing. We have partnered with a world-wide 

leader in wireless device recycling to pick up your devices; data scrub them, retrofit 

them and sell them. Proceeds from the sale are donated to the charity of your choice. 

The environment is the major winner since these devices avoid the landfill. 

H O W  D O E S  I T  W O R K ?  

1. You agree to participate. 

2. We provide pre-paid shipping labels and coordinate packing and shipping. 

3. We send each device through a 102-point security scrubbing process to ensure all 

data is removed. This is certified in writing. 

4. We repair broken devices. If they can’t be fixed, usable components are recycled. 

A strict “no landfill” policy is followed. 

5. We deliver an inventory report showing the value of your devices.  

6. We cut a check to the charity of your choice and provide a receipt (alternatively, 

you can choose to keep the proceeds). 

7. We calculate the carbon footprint reduction resulting  

from the devices you recycled and provide 

a report quantifying the impact you  

have made on the environment. 

Fast Facts 
 Only 3% of people recycle 

their wireless devices. 

 Making a new wireless 

device consumes ~10 

gallons of gas and emits 

CO2 equivalent to burning 

~6 gallons of gas. 

 If the 3 billion wireless 

device owners recycled, 

carbon emissions saved 

would be equivalent to 

taking 4 million cars off the 

road.  

 Resetting your old wireless 

device before donating it 

does not erase your data 

which can easily be taken 

using inexpensive 

software.  

.  

Be Green.  Support Charity.  Minimize Risk. 

T e c h n o l o g y  G l o b a l  A l l i a n c e  ● Your Trusted Expense Reduction Advisor  

Dale Briere  ●  217-549-4109 ●  dbriere@tgaglobal .com ●  www.tgaglobal .com  

 

Technology Global Alliance (TGA) has developed a turn-key  

wireless device recycling program that is Free for its clients. The idea  

is to help organizations positively dispose of their old wireless phones, 

Blackberries, PDA’s and aircards while improving the environment  

and supporting charity. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Pat McCashland [pat@bmlfh.com]
Sent: Monday, August 03, 2009 11:33 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Teleacom tax

We do not need a tax increase to solve this problem. 
  
Pat McCashland 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Walter Canney [wcanney@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, August 03, 2009 10:49 AM
To: Mayor
Cc: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Services!
Attachments: Document (11).pdf

Mayor Beutler, 
I read your explanation of the slight communications tax and overall budget comments, and write in complete support.  
The ongoing mantra of no taxes and budget cuts here and elsewhere, reminded me of a  “tongue in cheek letter” that 
appeared in the World Herald about 10 days ago. I had clipped it and can’t help but pass it on to you and our Council. 
I for one, would pay even a little more tax to assure that our Libraries, parks and pools are fully operated and available; 
that our streets and other infrastructure got a little more attention, and to assure that we maintain the kind of City and 
services that every survey  reports the Citizens want. I particularly would support just a little more money for painting of 
traffic lanes, and even going back to identifying medians with paint instead of a couple of small pieces of glass.  (maybe 
just old eyes) 
I close saying you have done a good job with budgets, but if we go much farther the City will need a saw, not a knife, as 
were right at the bone! 
 
Walter A. Canney 
2111 S 66th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: joyce gleason [jggleason12@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 04, 2009 5:56 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer; Mayor
Subject: proposed fee for Nature Center

 
Please, please, please do NOT charge a fee for students to attend the nature Center‐‐‐I am 
more than happy to pay an increased tax to continue to provide such access to students and 
student groups to enjoy the benefits of this fine Center.  I am not sure about the status of 
a Foundation for Parks and Recreation, but perhaps we should consider a separate foundation 
for The Nature Center and actively promote it.  It is one of the special advantages of living 
in a city like Lincoln and it should be available to all citizens.  Maybe a more prominent 
way to make contributions to the Center would be one alternative‐‐‐a large, well‐advertised 
(or several such) collection points for "suggested donations"  and then even offer suggested 
amounts that might have been charged.  This is how Metropolitan Museum of NYC collects 
donations‐‐‐as people enter, the "suggested donation" fee is proposed by the person at the 
ticket counter, but student groups and others who  feel they cannot pay the full amount (or 
any) are not refused entry. 
 
Thank you for your serious reconsideration of this proposal. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Joyce Gleason 
3125 W. Summit Blvd 
68502 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: HELEN CHASTAIN [hchast@prodigy.net]
Sent: Tuesday, August 04, 2009 11:21 AM
To: Mayor; Tammy J. Grammer

Pioneers Park was created and maintained  by volunteers,  donations and citizens of Lincoln to be enjoyed by all 
citizens of Lincoln, not  exclusively by those who can afford fees.  Fees also involves costs in enforcing and 
restrictions of public places often invite vandalism.  Let us eliminate  new structures  until economics improve 
and maintain those already enjoyed by its citizens. Helen Chastain   
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: J L Exteriors Inc. [jlexteriors@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 12:59 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer

NO TELECOM TAX INCREASE!!! 

J L Exteriors Inc. 
Lance Roach 
7341 Shirl Dr. 
Lincoln, Ne 68516 
office/fax: 402-421-2005 
cell: 402-730-6333 
e-mail: jlexteriors@yahoo.com 
www.jandlexteriors.com 
  
CALL FOR ALL YOUR EXTERIOR NEEDS
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: L.J. FRost [lf68505@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2009 12:00 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Proposed Library Closings

I strongly disagree with any decision to close the Bethany & South Branch libraries.  I regularly patronize the Anderson 
Branch library and have noticed often times there are three individuals staffing the service desk and with one paid shelver 
also on duty.  Often times the desk staff is sitting idly simply visiting with one another.  And during these times, there are 
not many patrons in the library.  It seems that rather than closing libraries, maybe a reduction in staff could be 
considered.  Also closing additional days of the week or shorter hours could be considered.  I read recently where another 
new library is being built (Webster Library).  It seems that the patrons in the older neighborhoods should continue to be 
served along with those in the newer areas of Lincoln. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Barb Haith [barbhaith@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 3:24 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Telecom Tax

Council Members: 
 
I am opposed to the Telecom tax proposed for our phones.  My husband and I have a small business and have 3 land 
lines, two cell phones and this would impact our operational expenses.  If efficiences such as staff vacancies are 
continuing, why would we actually need this tax at all?   
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Barb Haith 
FEH Billing 
(402) 489-2344 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 4:55 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Spencer Ashburn 
Address:  4608 Hawthorne Dr 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    spencer.ashburn@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
An increase in the tax on cell phones is unacceptable!!  Please save us from this injustice!! 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 6:20 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Bob Hall 
Address:  800 Lakewood Dr. 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68510 
 
Phone:    402‐310‐3775 
Fax:       
Email:    bobcat@inebraska.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
8/4/09 
 
 
To:  Council@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
From:  Bob Hall 
 
Re:  Off‐premise advertising 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
I am a small businessman in the Lincoln area who has been in the real estate business for the 
past fifty years. 
 
Within the the past sixteen months I have installed a digital information sign on the 
Northeast corner of 27th and "0" street.  This is an on‐premise sign restricted to on‐premise 
businesses that are located in the building. 
 
Historically in order for a small business to avail themselves of off‐premise advertising 
they must become involved with a company that has access to off‐premise sites, which entails 
"BILLBOARD ADVERTISING" which is extremely expensive, and out of reach for small business. 
 
As I understand, Robinson Outdoor Advertising Co. was one of the first to launch into 
billboards in the 1930's or early 1940's.  This was followed by the Naegle Co. which was 
followed by Lamar.  There were several small companies along the way that were absorbed by 
Lamar.  My point is this LAMAR HAS A MONOPOLY ON OFF‐PREMISE ADVERTISING.  Is this fair to 
small business? 
 
In my opinion, and other small business owners, why can't we share in off‐premise advertising 
ourselves, and not have to deal with a monopoly, which by all rights should be declared 
unconstitutional. 
 
Why can't the city council rewrite the sign code in such a way that very little of the 
existing code is changed, but that a new portion of sign code would permit on‐premise signs 
to be  an all‐purpose information sign. 
 
Here are my suggestions which would help small business, along with general information. 
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A.  All new digital signs can not exceed 100 square feet in size. 
 
B.  There would be an assessment fee of $1.00 per square foot per year. 
 
C.  Grandfather all existing digital information signs. 
 
D.  Require that all digital signs donate some space for public information and non‐profit 
organizations. 
 
I think that it is important to remember that 90% of all business taxes are paid by small 
business.  However, please remember that every time something is sold it generates a sales 
tax.  It is a common conclusion that advertising is the engine that propels sales. 
 
As we all know the economy is not very robust at this time, so why can't we all work together 
to insure that with a few small changes we can open up the advertising medium to reach its 
full potential. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob Hall 
800 Lakewood Dr. 
Lincoln, NE 
68510 
cell (402) 310‐3775 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 10:49 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Elizabeth Philson 
Address:  4731 Old Cheney Rd. #7 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
PLEASE reconsider this desire to raise cell taxes.  It's all I can do to make ends meet as it 
is.  Aren't there other, more pressing, decisions that you can make concerning the betterment 
our fine city and state? 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2009 11:49 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Adam Sparling 
Address:  5540 NW Tudor Lane 
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68521 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
Dear Council Members, 
 
Please do not vote for a raise in Lincoln's cell phone tax.  Hard working Lincolnites can't 
afford to suffer tax hikes.  Sometimes I wonder what will be taxed next. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Sara Friedman [sfriedman@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2009 8:14 AM
To: Mayor; Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Budget

It is my understanding that their is a small vocal group trying to impose their opposition to the 
Mayor's budget. 
I am particularly concerned that this may affect our great library system, including having to close 
my branch library 
 The South Street Branch is the gathering place for all, but especially the young and the old.   To 
close it would mean many would no longer be able to walk to this wonderful educational, social, 
resource. To many it  would mean no accessible access to a facility of learning, 
entertainment,, and   social contact.   A half per cent increase in the telecommunications tax is not 
too much to ask from the citizens of Lincoln.  If all else fails, please cut library hours of all libraries 
to cover cost of keeping all facilities open.   
  
Respectfully  
   
Sara and Robert I Friedman 
1990 Ryons Street 
Lincoln, NE  68502-3863 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Lien, Charles R. [charles.lien@unisys.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2009 1:37 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: No new telecommunications tax increases!!!
Attachments: image003.jpg

Please vote against any telecommunications tax increases on my cell phone or land 
line!  I am completely against this increase! 
 
 
 
  

 
THIS COMMUNICATION MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR OTHERWISE PROPRIETARY 
MATERIAL and is thus for use only by the intended recipient. If you received this in error, please contact the 
sender and delete the e-mail and its attachments from all computers.  

Chuck Lien                                                                                        
Partner Relationship Executive  |  Payment Systems 
Unisys  |  1345 Old Cheney Rd.|  Lincoln, NE.  68512 |  Phone 402-421-7144 Cell 402-770-7144 Home 402-421-2938 Fax 402-421-7145  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Lien, Charles R. [charles.lien@unisys.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2009 1:38 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: No new telecommunications tax increases!!!
Attachments: image003.jpg

Please have each of the council members vote against any telecommunications tax 
increases on cell phones or land lines! 
 
I am completely against this increase! 
 
 
 
  

 
THIS COMMUNICATION MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR OTHERWISE PROPRIETARY 
MATERIAL and is thus for use only by the intended recipient. If you received this in error, please contact the 
sender and delete the e-mail and its attachments from all computers.  

Chuck Lien                                                                                        
Partner Relationship Executive  |  Payment Systems 
Unisys  |  1345 Old Cheney Rd.|  Lincoln, NE.  68512 |  Phone 402-421-7144 Cell 402-770-7144 Home 402-421-2938 Fax 402-421-7145  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2009 2:16 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Chad Baker 
Address:  1810 Sunny Hill Road 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68502 
 
Phone:    4024329112 
Fax:       
Email:    chad_baker@windstream.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
I do not support any tax increase, cell phone or otherwise. 
 
Please consider solutions that will help make our wonderful city run more efficient.  
 
 
 
 



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
        MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 8
through August 14, 2009 - Schedule subject to change. 

DIRECTORS - 

HEALTH - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Food and Water Borne Illness Higher in Summer.

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -    None  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL -

1. E-Mail from Chris Thody - RE: Keep access to Pioneers Park Nature Center
FREE.

2. Material - RE:  Agenda Item #32-09R-141 of 08/10/09 - Special Permit #09016
(Council, City Clerk Joan Ross, and City Attorney John Hendry received this
material before Formal Council Meeting at 1:30 p.m. on 08/10/09)    

3. E-Mail Statement from the LIBA Board of Directors - RE: Lincoln City 2009-
2010 Budget.

4. E-Mail from Marge Schlitt - RE: Please do the right thing!  Please raise our taxes
this year!
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5. E-Mail from Kelly Langan - RE: Urge you to not increase the business and
occupation tax on cell phone customers.    

6. E-Mail from Jeanette Fanmeyer - RE: Budget: parks and rec fees vs impact fees. 

7. E-Mail from GDB - RE: “Ballpark” shooting fireworks should be one of the items
for a budget cut.

8. Jason, Amy, Benjamin, Daniel & Charles Schmaderer - RE: Budgeting for
neighborhood facilities.  

9. E-Mail from Stuart Long, Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance - RE: LNA budget
testimony. 

          10. E-Mail from Teresa Sullivan - RE: Pioneer Park fees.    

daadd081009/tjg    



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of August 8 through 14, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: August 7,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, August 10

Wednesday, August 12

Thursday, August 13

Mayor's Award of Excellence presentation - 1:30 p.m., City Council Chambers,
County-City Building, 555 S. 10th
Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable meeting - 5:30 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room,
County-City Building

National Health Week proclamation, awards presentation - 4:30 p.m., Peoples Health Center,
1021 N. 27th St.
Open house and ribbon-cutting for Gallup's new Fallbrook Interviewing Center,
remarks - 5:15 p.m. (tours begin at 4:30 p.m.), 425 Fallbrook Blvd.

Lincoln Electric System Smart Grid Educational Forum, remarks - 8:30 a.m., Grand Manse,
129 N. 10th St., Jasmine Room



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 7, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Tim Timmons, R.N., 402-441-8056
                                                            Communicable Disease Program Supervisor

Food and Water Borne Illness Higher in Summer

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department receives more reports of people ill with
diarrhea or vomiting in the summer months than any other time of the year.  With more traveling
and eating out, either outdoor barbecuing or camping, it tends to increase the risk for food borne
illness.  Swimming in both private and public pools can increase the risk for waterborne
illnesses.

Although gastro-intestinal illnesses caused by bacteria, viruses or other micro organisms can and
do occur throughout the year, summer is the peak season for these types of illnesses.  Because
many of these micro organisms are spread by ingesting them through contaminated food, water,
eating utensils, etc., it is important that people know how to prevent these infections, how to
recognize and what to do when they suspect they or someone else may have this type of
infection.

Gastro-intestinal illness, commonly called “GI” illness, is often characterized by fast onset of
diarrhea and or vomiting.  A person may or may not have a fever.  Other symptoms may include
stomach cramping, chills, headache, and fatigue. 

If  you have diarrhea or vomiting do not prepare food for others and do not swim until you have
been well for 2 days (48 hours)

Anyone with symptoms of GI illness should stay home, drink fluids, rest and wash their hands
frequently to avoid spreading it to others. When a person's symptoms last more than 24 – 48
hours, or if blood is associated with the diarrhea or vomiting they should contact their health care
provider.  GI illness can be serious and can cause dehydration in some individuals, especially the
very young and the very old.

Some common types of gastrointestinal illnesses seen in Lincoln are:

Salmonellosis:  an infection with bacteria called Salmonella. Most persons infected with
Salmonella develop diarrhea, fever, and abdominal cramps 12 to 72 hours after infection. The
illness usually lasts 4 to 7 days, and most persons recover without treatment.

Campylobacteriosis:  an infectious disease caused by bacteria called Campylobacter. Most
people who become ill with campylobacteriosis get diarrhea, cramping, abdominal pain, and
fever within two to five days after exposure to the bacteria. The diarrhea may be bloody and can
be accompanied by nausea and vomiting. The illness typically lasts one week.



Cryptosporidium:  an infected person or animal sheds Crypto parasites in the stool. Millions of
Crypto germs can be released in a bowel movement from an infected human or animal. Shedding
of Crypto in the stool begins when the symptoms begin and can last for weeks after the
symptoms of diarrhea stop. You can become infected after accidentally swallowing the parasite.

Giardiasis: is caused by a microscopic parasite called Giardia. The parasite is found on surfaces
or in soil, food, or water that has been contaminated with the feces from infected humans or
animals. People can become infected after accidentally swallowing the parasite.

Norovirus:  the symptoms of norovirus illness usually include nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and
some stomach cramping. Sometimes people additionally have a low-grade fever, chills,
headache, muscle aches, and a general sense of tiredness. The illness often begins suddenly, and
the infected person may feel very sick. In most people the illness is self-limiting with symptoms
lasting for about 1 or 2 days. In general, children experience more vomiting than adults.

Shigellosis: an infectious disease caused by a group of bacteria called Shigella. Most who are
infected with Shigella develop diarrhea, fever, and stomach cramps starting a day or two after
they are exposed to the bacteria. The diarrhea is often bloody. Shigellosis usually resolves in 5 to
7 days.

In most cases, GI illnesses such as Salmonellosis and Campylobacteriosis can be prevented by
good hand washing practices, proper food handling and cleaning of surfaces where food is
prepared.  Persons who have symptoms of “GI” illness should not prepare food for others and be
very diligent about using good hand washing practices.

                                                          END
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Chris Thody [christhody@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2009 8:43 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Pioneers Park Nature Center

Dear City Council Members, 
I urge you to keep access to Pioneers Park Nature Center FREE to all who want to enjoy it.  I am 
especially concerned with the idea of a fee for entering the wildlife loop drive.  I've got home movies of 
that drive from the late 1950's and early 1960's, and I can't imagine it being unavailable to some young 
children who through no fault of their own could not see it because their parents just couldn't afford the 
fee.   
  
A $3-4 fee may not seem like much, but when you add up what the cost would be for a family of 3 or 4 or 
more would be, there are simply those that can't afford the price.  Additionally, there are going to be 
school groups that will not be able to experience the Nature Center.  Many schools can barely afford to 
pay for the bus that gets them to the Nature Center, let alone paying a fee for each child.  You might think
that the schools can just ask for the fee from the parents, but again, there are some that would not be 
able to afford it. 
  
Keep access to our Nature Center open.  Allow equal access to this wonderful oasis that we've created in 
our great city.  Help reverse the trend of Nature Deficit Disorder in our children by NOT charging school 
groups individual fees for each student.  Allow them to continue to enjoy the Pioneers Park Nature 
Center FREE OF CHARGE!   
  
Sincerely, 
Chris Thody 

Get free photo software from Windows Live Click here. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Tammy J. Grammer
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2009 3:35 PM
To: Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jayne L. Snyder; John Spatz; Jon 

Camp; Jonathan A. Cook
Subject: FW: LIBA City Budget 2009-10 Statement
Attachments: LIBA City Budget 2009-10 Statement.pdf

Council,  
 
Please see email and attachment.  I will list this on the Directors Addendum for Monday.  Thanks.  
 
Tammy Grammer 
City Council Secretary 
441‐6867 
 
 

From: Andre Mick [mailto:andre@liba.org]  
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2009 3:14 PM 
To: Tammy J. Grammer 
Subject: LIBA City Budget 2009-10 Statement 
 
Dear City Council Members, 
  
Please find attached LIBA's statement for the City Council's budget hearing on Monday, 10 August 2009. LIBA's President 
& CEO, Coby Mach, will be presenting an abridged version of the statement at the hearing. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email Coby or me. 
  
Best regards, 
Andre' 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Marge Schlitt [margeschlitt@mindspring.com]
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2009 5:23 PM
To: Mayor; Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Please do the right thing!

Pride goeth before the fall. We all learned this at an early age. 
 
Unfortunately, this is the situation facing the city of Lincoln right now as we are deciding 
how to balance the budget. 
 
Remember in your campaigns for election when all of you pledged to not raise taxes? Who were 
you trying to please besides LIBA?  
Certainly not the average voter in Lincoln! 
 
The rest of us believe that budgets should be based on the needs of the citizens and then we 
figure out how to pay for it. Raising taxes for everyone a small amount would be a lot less 
painful then tacking on fees for programs for children! 
 
Please, please swallow your pride and not make the rest of us fall.  
Please raise our taxes this year! 
 
Thanks! 
 
Marge Schlitt 
2600 C Street 
474‐0682 



1

Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2009 8:32 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Kelly Langan 
Address:  1644 Blackhawk Dr 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68521 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
As a citizen of Lincoln I would like to urge you to not increase the business and occupation 
tax on cell phone customers. The news media is reporting that the council is considering 
raising the occupation tax rate from 5.5% to 6% on wireless phone customers.  
  
The citizens of Nebraska pay the highest cell phone taxes in the country. Most consumers in 
other states don't even pay a municipal business and occupation tax at all. By raising this 
rate you are adding to an already unfair tax on cell phone consumers that is well above the 
tax rate that consumers pay on all other goods and services. 
  
I urge you to find other ways to fix the city budget without raising this tax.  
  
  
Thank you, 
Kelly Langan 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Jeanette Fanmeyer [jako@inebraska.com]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 6:31 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: budget: parks and rec fees vs impact fees

As you go through the budget and look at the increases on users of the parks and rec system ( the only system that is 
asked to pay for itself) remember that you are telling a 7 year old that he or she must pay for all the costs related to the 
activity that they have chosen to participate in. In contrast you have chosen for me to subsidize a builder and/or developer 
with my tax dollars for their utility hook-up and streets by not allowing the scheduled increases of impact fees to occurr. 
These are adults who in many cases are driving large suv-type pickups that are a given a tax break by the federal 
government to purchase ( a program that was designed for farmers by through the writing allows businesses to tap into 
this tax break). Many businesses in our area are cutting back on employee wages and benefits without asking the city to 
subsidize their bottom line ( including my employer). If children are told they must pay-to-play then likewise the builders 
must also be told that they must ,like the children, must pay the full cost to play. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: GDB [gdbon20@windstream.net]
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2009 10:09 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer

oh please , i was just awaken by this noise . thought my neighbors was shooting their shotgun . now i think it was the 
'ballpark' shooting fireworks . this should be one of the items for a budget cut .  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Jason & Amy Schmaderer [jschmaderer@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, August 08, 2009 9:50 PM
To: Doug Emery; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Eugene W. Carroll; John Spatz; Adam A. 

Hornung; Jayne L. Snyder; Tammy J. Grammer
Cc: Mayor
Subject: Budgeting for neighborhood facilities 

 
Dear City Council Members, 
 
My wife and I are writing to urge you to work with Mayor Beutler to keep Lincoln’s branch 
libraries and swimming pools open. Our family lives in a wonderful neighborhood in the heart 
of Lincoln near the South Branch library and Irvingdale swimming pool. Five years ago, we 
chose this neighborhood to live and raise our three boys for a number of reasons including 
the ability to walk to our school, to our church, local parks, grocery stores and, of course, 
to our local library and pool.  
 
At any given time, we have 10‐20 books checked out from the South Branch Library and we 
regularly ride our bikes or walk through our neighborhood to make our returns and check out 
more. While it may seem to make financial sense to create larger libraries serving larger 
swaths of the city, we believe Lincoln is diminished when you remove neighborhood 
destinations. It is one less reason for us to walk down our sidewalks and say hello to our 
neighbors, to introduce ourselves to the new family down the block. In short, we all lose an 
opportunity to bridge economic and cultural divides that often keep our neighbors anonymous 
and our city less connected. 
 
We love this city and will continue to invest our time and energy to make it even better. We 
ask you to see the ongoing investment in these neighborhood programs and facilities as a 
long‐term investment in the health of the city. Continued support of our neighborhood public 
spaces and institutions will pay dividends not only for those living in the area but also for 
the city as whole.  These core neighborhoods surround our downtown where business and tourism 
flourish.  If we compromise the livability of this area by reducing services, the heart of 
Lincoln will suffer as will the city’s reputation. Core neighborhoods with a strong social 
fabric will continue to set our city apart and be the engine to continued growth into the 
future.  
 
We recognize that you are faced with difficult choices right now. We simply believe now is 
not the time to reduce key neighborhood services and we stand ready to pay for them.  Thank 
you for your hard work and consideration as you finalize budgets for the upcoming year.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jason, Amy, Benjamin, Daniel & Charles Schmaderer 
2025 Ryons Street 
Lincoln, NE 68502  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Stuart Long [stuartlong@inebraska.com]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 10:55 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: LNA Budget Testimony for Aug. 10, 2009
Attachments: lna budget testimony.doc; ATT00001.htm

Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Budget Testimony for Aug. 10, 2009 
  
Lincoln  Neighborhood Alliance is a citizens group advocating that new city growth not be accomplished at the 
expense of older neighborhoods. LNA’s Plan for Action has the support of 21 neighborhood associations. 
  
After the mayor’s budget was released, LNA approved a letter in support of the mayor’s outcome-based, 
citizen-led budget process. 
  
LNA hopes city government will be able to build a popular consensus to stop cutting city services and begin 
matching revenues to expenditures. 
  
LNA points out that political resistance to city tax increases is based on misunderstanding. Far from being 
burdensome, city taxes are probably the best bargain citizens get from government. 
  
In 2006, the last year for which federal income tax records are available, 114,000 tax returns were filed from 
Lincoln showing adjusted gross income of nearly $6 billion. In that same year, the city collected total tax 
revenue of $124 million, or just 2% of taxpayer income. 
  
City government is a target of taxpayer anger because it is accessible, not because it is expensive. Few 
taxpayers vent their frustrations on county, school, state or federal elected officials like they do on city elected 
officials, even though the other levels of government take greater shares of taxpayer income. 
  
LNA believes that balancing the city budget year after year by cutting workers is unwise and has already 
lowered Lincoln’s quality of life. LNA believes that most of its membership would be willing to pay a minimal 
property tax increase to maintain a high-quality city. 
  
To boost city revenue in the upcoming year, LNA asks the City Council to address the costs of growth by 
adjusting impact fees on new building permits. The previous council gave up at least $100,000 in revenue by 
waiving inflation adjustments for 2008 and 2009.  
  
At present, the city collects only about 42% of the actual impact expenses of new growth. The city received 
about $1.5 million in impact fees in 2008 but at 100% it would have collected about $3.5 million. That means 
older neighborhoods subsidized new developments by about $2 million. 
  
Finally, you probably all read Sunday that Deutsche Bank predicts 48% of U.S. mortgage holders will be 
underwater by two years from now. You probably all know that the vacancy rate for U.S. housing is still rising 
at 14%, the highest since the Great Depression. 
  
Yet you will undoubtedly hear testimony – today and for as long as you serve on the council – that  it is your 
duty to pave the way for still more growth. 
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LNA cautions you to keep in mind that both booms and busts are caused by the “irrational exuberance” of 
homebuilders, realtors and lenders. Only government regulation and sober planning can moderate the economic 
consequences for the rest of us. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: DSull88075@aol.com
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 12:05 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Pioneer Park fees

I wish to register my displeasure to hearing that a fee is being considered for the facilities at the Park. 
As a 78 year old, 60 year resident of Lincoln, my children and grandchildren have delighted in the 
animals and the programs at this park. 
  
As a last resort would it be possible to somehow make provisions for a low income family.  I 
volunteered last weekend at the Backpack giveaway and was very impressed with the families that 
came but amazed at the number involved.   
  
Teresa Sullivan 
6144 Baxter Pl 
Lincoln Ne 68516 
  
 



ADDENDUM 
FOR

COUNCIL BUDGET MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2009

3:00 p.m.

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - None

DIRECTORS - None

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -    None  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL -

1. E-Mail from Maggie Aldrich - RE: In strong opposition to enacting a fee to enter
the Nature Center area and trails and Pioneers Park. 

2. E-Mail from Noel Rippe-Cermak - RE: South Branch Library. 

3. E-Mail from Foster Collins - RE: Against fee on use of the Pioneer Park Nature
Center.

4. E-Mail from John Brown II, Landons Neighborhood Association, President - RE:
The stance the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance took on the present budget
process.  

          
5. E-Mail from Kitty Fynbu - RE: The Pioneers Park Nature Center.  

6. Letter from Steve Meradith, Windstream Communications - RE: Opposed to the
proposed increase in the Lincoln City Occupation Tax.    

7. E-Mail from Coby Mach, LIBA - RE: Steve Hubka - City Budget.

8. E-Mail from Rick Cleary - RE: City Budget, he would like to suggest something. 

daadd081209/tjg    
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Collin & Maggie Aldrich [cmaldrich@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 2:02 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: re: Nature Center fee

Hello, 
 
I am writing in strong opposition to enacting a fee to enter the Nature Center area and trails and Pioneers Park.  My family 
lives close to Pioneers Park, and we often go there for walking, playing, classes and events.  I would be willing to pay 
more for classes (mommy and me, etc).  I would be willing to pay more for Spooktacular, and other special events out 
there.  I would not be willing to pay a fee every time I want to go to the Nature Center and enjoy it and the trails.  I just 
simply would not go.   
 
My family is on a budget, and parks are one of the “free or low cost” activities that we can enjoy weekly.  I think that the 
Nature Center, and the entire area and buildings around it are wonderful.  We are a middle-class family.  If you start 
charging a fee to get into the Nature Center area, you would have to find a way to make it free for lower-income folks.  
Higher income folks will have no problem paying the fee.  But, it puts a little more of a “squeeze” on us middle income 
folks, who make too much to get a free pass, and too little for it not to hurt.  We are tired of being squeezed. 
 
Please reconsider charging a fee to the Nature Center and its trails.  A fee will ensure that you will get less people going 
there, therefore educating less young people in the great outdoors and what we have to offer outside in Lincoln.  Studies 
show that being outside is immensely beneficial to people of all ages (think “Lincoln Safari!”).  Please don’t put this burden 
on the middle and lower class families of Lincoln.  Please allow us to continue to enjoy Pioneers Park in it’s entirety for 
free. 
 
Thank you. 
Maggie Aldrich 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Noel G Rippe-Cermak [nrippecermak2@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 2:18 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Save South Branch Library! 

 
        Hello.  My name is Noel Rippe-Cermak; I am a homeowner residing in the Country Club Neighborhood with my 
family.  I have actually lived in Lincoln all of my life; I have also been a life-long "patron" of the South Branch Library.  I 
know some people may think that it doesn't look like much on the outside, but I think those people have never ventured 
inside this lovely literary dwelling.  Due to its convenient location and accessibility to the varying cultural groups in our 
area (among many other things) this library remains a vital contributor to the quality of life of the people in my 
neighborhood, as well as for the surrounding areas!    
        I grew up at 15th and B, just south of the Capital building; as a child, every week my mother would take my brother 
and I to the South Branch to encourage us to read.    I recall leaving the library, each of us with our own stack of books, 
feeling like we had accomplished something and that we were in for a real treat.  One thing that had never occurred to me 
is the fact that we were so close to the Bennett Martin branch, and yet we were going over to South Branch - and I think I 
know the reason why.  South Branch Library is a gem, especially for young families, because it is a clean, safe, and 
welcoming environment for young  and old readers alike (not to mention those who have to chase the younger readers 
around).  Today, my husband and I try to take our family there at least once a week, and we could not imagine a more 
perfect location than our very own South Branch Library.  Interestingly enough, my mother has even purchased a Lincoln 
City Libraries membership, due to the fact she currently resides in another county, and comes in from out of town to visit 
the South Branch!  
        The Country Club and Near South neighborhoods are great communities residing in the heart of our city; I say this to 
remind you that we all do not live in the on the newer edges of town where there are bigger, flashier libraries.  There are 
people residing in this older, historic neighborhood that utilizes the library for it multiple resources.  Our library's presence, 
amongst the presence of all libraries - including the Bethany branch, is quite necessary.  I am sure that you are aware in 
these times of economic difficulty, there are those out there trying to maintain their dignity in the face of unemployment.  I 
have witnessed individuals using the internet to surf sites such as the Lincoln Journal Star for job listings, or even 
students (or hopefuls) applying and registering for classes at UNL to improve their chances on the job market.  While I 
thank God that I only require the library for it's literary offerings, I am equally grateful that the South Branch is present for 
the individuals I previously mentioned.  
        As a taxpayer, I understand certain funding may need to be amended or even cut, but let's get our priorities in 
order!  Worst case scenario you may slightly reduce the hours, or the days which the libraries are open, but UNDER NO 
CIRMCUMSTANCES ARE YOU TO CLOSE THEM, or we will all have something to say about it. I know their is a small 
group of people riled up because we are facing a slight increase in taxes in order to maintain the South Branch and 
Bethany libraries, and I am here to tell you that other responsible citizens and I will gladly step up to the plate and 
pay a few extra cents per month to keep this a great city to live in!    
        I also wanted to say that I regret very much being unable to attend the City Council Meeting this afternoon at 2:30 
PM because I am unable to leave work (the impending Fall Semester is quickly closing in).  I still stand united with the 
individuals whom will be present, defending the very real need to hold on to the South Branch Library, as I stand with 
those fighting for the Bethany Branch.  
 
        Thank you sincerely for your time; my family greatly appreciates your considering the issue further, and the gravity 
such a decision.          
 
Noel Rippe-Cermak 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Registration and Records 
Canfield Rm. 107 
(402)472-3649 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 4:38 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Foster Collins 
Address:  2100 Calvert St. 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68502 
 
Phone:    402‐420‐2101 
Fax:       
Email:    foster@huskeraccess.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I'm sorry I could not attend the budget hearing today. I urge you to NOT think of balancing 
the budget by putting a fee on use of the Pioneer Park Nature Center. I especially 
appreciated Dave Titterington's remarks. I also urge you to read Richard Louv's book, The 
Last Child in the Woods.  
 Thanks for your service, and your consideration of this important matter. 
 Foster Collins 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: John Brown [johnbro2@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 7:36 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer; Mayor
Subject: LNA

To Council Members and Mayor: 
Be it known that Landons Neighborhood Association was not notified as to the stance the Lincoln 
Neighborhood Alliance took on the present budget process. Subsequently we as a neighborhood 
organization are not part of their position on the current city budget. 
  
John R Brown II 
Landons Neighborhood Association-President 
2201 Elba Circle 
Lincoln, NE 68521 

Get back to school stuff for them and cashback for you. Try Bing now. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Kitty Fynbu [kfynbu@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 9:49 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: budget

Dear Sirs- 
I am concerned for the continuation of free services in my city, especially our Libraries and the Pioneers Park 
Nature Center. 
  
Pioneers Park Nature Center is a preservation of the wild world that used to be free for the wandering...how can 
you even concieve of  
charging an admittance fee for this?   
I am more than happy to pay extra on my phone bill to support this center and its educational 
programs that make such a huge impact on every visitor's understanding of our prairie ecosystem.   
Theprograms of the center are every bit as important as the 3R's in our public schools,   
as an understanding and experience of the natural world that we live in makes us each better citizens and  
gives us a sense of the importance of every creature and the responsibility we have to each other and our 
environment. 
  
Libraries within walking distance are an asset to our neighborhoods, as they serve as a place of community and 
learning.  
They are a respite for young and old alike and an important resource for all. 
  
Yours in service- 
Kitty Fynbu 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Coby Mach - LIBA [cm@liba.org]
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 10:11 AM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Cc: Mayor; Sign Pro; Steve D Hubka
Subject: Steve Hubka

Lincoln City Council, 
  
At the budget hearing this week, LIBA was asked if we had the previous years amounts for vacancy 
savings.  I responded that we had sent an email request, but did not get a response. 
  
Today I have learned that we were using an old email address SHubka@ci.lincoln.ne.us to try and 
reach Mr. Hubka.  I have corrected our database with his new email.  In the future, I also think it's 
important that we follow-up an email with a phone call.    
  
It is also important to note that we were not upset that we did not receive a response, I was simply 
responding to a question.   
  
History would show that Mr. Hubka has always been quick to respond to our requests.   
  
Highest Regards, Coby 
  
Pc. Mayor Beutler 
       Steve Hubka 
       Connie Hilligoss 
  
Coby Mach 
President & CEO 
Lincoln Independent Business Association 
620 No. 48th St., Suite 205 
Lincoln, NE 68504 
402-466-3419 - Office 
402-430-5554 - Cell 
402-466-7926 - Fax 
www.liba.org 
  
. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 2:20 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Rick Cleary 
Address:  315 Groveland Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68521 
 
Phone:    402‐474‐5422 
Fax:       
Email:    ricstr343@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
While the debate about the budget is ongoing I would like to suggest something. I'm not sure 
if it could even be done but it is something to think about. I was wondering if the city 
would consider renting out equipment to Lincoln residents for week end projects? Right now if 
I wanted to dig a trench or cut a tree or do a major remodel on my house I would need to rent 
equipment. It dawned on me the other day (when I needed a Bobcat and could not find one to 
rent because they were already reserved) that it was a week end and the City has all this 
equipment sitting in a locked up shop doing nothing. So I thought that since the City was 
trying to come up with ways to bring in more revenue why not rent this equipment out? You 
could rent it out just like the private sector and for the same price. It's just an idea. 
Thanks for your time. Rick 
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