
 

AGENDA
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

 MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2009 
 2:00 p.m.

COUNTY/CITY BUILDING
CONFERENCE ROOM 113

I. CITY CLERK - 

1. Letter brought into Council Office by City Clerk Joan Ross from Paul Canarsky -
RE: 09R-140, his claim against the City of Lincoln.     

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL - 

MAYOR - 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Appoints Attorney To Planning Commission -
Sunderman and Cornelius reappointed (Council received on 08/03/09). 

*2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler will discuss City budget issues at a news
conference on 08/06/09 at 10:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room.  

*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City To Add Four Officers with Stimulus Grant. 

*4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Urges Support of His Proposed Budget - Public hearing
set for Monday.  

*5. Washington Report - July 31, 2009. 

  6. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Presents July Award of Excellence. 

  7. State Water Test Report - August 7, 2009.
 

  8. Washington Report - August 7, 2009.

DIRECTORS - 

HEALTH - 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Lincoln Public Health Leader Named To NACCHO Executive
Board.
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PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION ..... 

1. Special Permit #09018 (Expansion of nonstandard single-family dwelling - 2904 S. 14th

Street) Resolution No. PC-01176. 

2. Special Permit #09021 (Expansion of nonstandard single-family dwelling - 1111 E.
Hillcrest Drive) Resolution No. PC-01175. 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS -  

JON CAMP -

  1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: 9th & Harrison
Traffic Warning Device (RFI #90 - 07/22/09) 

*2. Response E-Mail & Material from Fire Chief Niles Ford - RE: Proposed ambulance rate
increases.   

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - 

*1. E-Mail & Attachment from Dale Briere, TGA Wireless Device Recycling - RE: The
program, TGA Wireless Device Recycling. 

*2. E-Mail from Pat McCashland - RE: Against Telecom Tax increase.

*3. E-Mail & Attachment from Walter Canney - RE: In Support of Telecom Tax increase.

*4. E-Mail from Joyce Gleason - RE: Proposed fee for Nature Center-Please do NOT charge
a fee.

*5. E-Mail from Helen Chastain - RE: Proposed fee for Nature Center-Please do NOT
charge a fee.  

*6. E-Mail from Lance Roach, J L Exteriors Inc. - RE: NO telecom tax increase.

*7. Letter from Mark Kurtenbach - RE: Concerns over the safety and traffic flow on Old
Cheney Road between 70th Street & 84th Street.

*8. E-Mail from L. J. Frost - RE: Strongly disagree with any decision to close the Bethany &
South Branch libraries.  
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*9. E-Mail from Barb Haith - RE: Opposed to the telecom tax.

     *10. E-Mail from Spencer Ashburn - RE: An increase in the tax on cell phones is
unacceptable!

     *11. E-Mail from Bob Hall - RE:  Off-premise advertising.

     *12. E-Mail from Elizabeth Philson - RE: Please reconsider raising cell taxes. 

     *13. E-Mail from Adam Sparling - RE: Please do not vote for a raise in cell tax.  

     *14. E-Mail from Sara & Robert Friedman - RE: In Support of the increase in the telecom tax.

     *15. Letter from Rosina Paolini - RE: The Importance of Direct Learning with Nature.   

     *16. 2 E-Mails from Chuck Lien - RE: Please vote against any telecom tax increases on his
cell phone or land line.

     *17. E-Mail from Chad Baker - RE: I do not support any tax increase, cell phone or
otherwise.    

    
       18. InterLinc Action Center - RE: Problem-Excessive traffic on Holdrege St., with the up

coming widening to three lanes, traffic will only increase - Tracking #12842 (Forwarded
to Public Works and LPD on 08/07/09)

V. ADJOURNMENT  

*HELD OVER FROM AUGUST 10, 2009.
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Mayor Chris Beutler today presented the Mayor's Award of Excellence for July to Bryan Kratochvil of Lincoln 
Fire and Rescue (LFR). The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary 
service and work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City. The award was presented at the beginning 
of today's City Council meeting. 

Kratochvil is a Fire Apparatus Operator and has worked for the City since 2000. LFR Captain Bob Watton 
nominated him in the categories of safety, productivity and customer relations for his dedication to LFR and the 
community.  Watton said Kratochvil has gone beyond his normal work duties, working with Tabitha Healthcare 
Services to use five houses they were going to demolish for training. 

An example of his community spirit is the action Kratochvil took after responding to a recent call from a family 
needing medical assistance. While at the home, Kratochvil noticed it was in desperate need of painting.  The 
single mother who lives there has three children with autism and a fourth with severe dyslexia. Through talking 
with the woman, Kratochvil realized the same family had suffered a fire two years earlier, in which one of the 
children was rescued. 

Over the next four months, Kratochvil organized a house-painting event. He found businesses and individuals 
willing to donate products and time to replace the gutters, paint the house and plant some shrubs. The Lincoln 
Firefighter Benefit Association donated most of the funds, and Kratochvil recruited about 50 volunteers for the 
two-day event in April. Watton wrote that Kratochvil hasn't sought recognition, he “has just done this out of the 
goodness of his heart.”

The other categories in which employees can be nominated are loss prevention and valor. Consideration also 
may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated accomplishments or those completed outside of the 
nominee's job description.  All City employees are eligible for the Mayor's Award of Excellence except for 
elected and appointed officials. Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and 
the general public.

Nomination forms are available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: personnel) or from department 
heads, employee bulletin boards or the Personnel Department, which oversees the awards program.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 10, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

MAYOR PRESENTS JULY AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

- more -
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Award of Excellence
August 10, 2009
Page Two

All nominations are reviewed by the Mayor's Award of Excellence Committee, which includes a representative 
with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor. Award winners receive a $100 U.S. 
savings bond, a day off with pay and a plaque.  Monthly winners are eligible to receive the annual award, which 
comes with a $500 U.S. savings bond, two days off with pay and a plaque.



















 

CONGRESS 
Senate joins House for month-long summer 
recess.  With the House adjourning last week, 
Senators had the Capitol Hill spotlight all to 
themselves, as leadership in that chamber 
worked to complete some high priority items 
before leaving town until after Labor Day. 
 
First and foremost, Senators formally 
approved the nomination of Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor to the United States Supreme 
Court yesterday.  The outcome was not in 
doubt, as Republicans had indicated that they 
would not try to use parliamentary tactics to 
delay or hold up the nomination.  The final 
tally was 68-31, with 9 Republicans joining 
all chamber Democrats in voting in favor.  
Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA) was absent 
for the vote due to illness. 
 
The Senate also approved its fourth FY 2010 
appropriations bill this week, the measure 
governing programs at the Department of 
Agriculture.  Senate leaders intend to spend a 
great deal of floor time in September on the 
annual spending bills.  While completion of 
action on all 12 FY 2010 measures prior to 
the start of the new fiscal year on October 1 is 
doubtful, Democrats in Congress are still 
working to avoid delays that have resulted in 
“omnibus” budget packages of recent years.  
The House has approved all 12 of its FY 2010 
spending bills and is waiting for Senate 
approval on each in order to convene 
conference committees to reconcile 
differences in the bills. 
 
Finally, the Senate also cleared legislation 
that would extend the Consumer Assistance 
to Recycle and Save Program, commonly 
known as “cash for clunkers.”  The 
automobile rebate program has been popular 
with consumers and would have run out of 
funds in August if the $2 billion infusion had 
not been made. 

Both the House and Senate are scheduled to 
return to legislative business on September 8. 
 
The following are some pending issues that 
might be of interest should local officials be 
meeting with their Members of Congress 
while they are in their districts: 
 
Transportation Reauthorization 
Both the House and Senate have approved 
legislation (HR 3357) to keep the Highway 
Trust Fund solvent through September.  No 
Member-directed projects were included in 
the measure.  There are still disagreements 
over an 18-month extension (preferred by the 
White House and Senate) and a six-year 
extension (preferred by the House) of the 
2005 SAFETEA-LU law that expires on 
October 1.  See July 31 Washington Report 
for additional details.  There have been 
reports that the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee will markup its six-
year reauthorization bill during the week of 
September 8, with floor consideration coming 
by the third week of September. 
 
Climate Change 
The Senate is expected to take up a climate 
change bill in September, and local 
government organizations are seeking support 
for proposals to provide funds in the measure 
for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Block Grant, as well as local transportation 
initiatives that lower greenhouse gas 
emissions.  The bill approved by the House  
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earlier this year contains no funding for the 
EECBG and a small amount for 
transportation.  See June 26 Washington 
Report for additional details. 
 
Health Care 
Members are expected to hear about this 
initiative the most over the next month, 
and thus far, local governments have been 
focused on ensuring that items such as 
prevention and wellness and community 
health centers that are currently in the 
House bill remain in the final version.  See 
July 17 Washington Report for additional 
details. 
 
Hotel Taxes 
Legislation to promote overseas travel to 
the United States is likely to be one of the 
first items of business in the Senate when 
they return.  State and local governments 
are opposing a proposed amendment to the 
bill that would allow online travel 
companies to continue a practice of 
remitting state and local sales taxes on the 
whole sale price rather than the retail price 
when they purchase hotel rooms from local 
hotels for resale on their websites.  See 
related story below for additional details. 
 
FINANCE 
Senate tourism promotion bill may face 
hotel tax amendment.  Senate leaders 
scrapped plans to bring legislation (S 
1023) to the floor this week that is 
designed to promote international travel to 
the United States, but have agreed that it 
will be the their first item of business upon 
their return to Washington on September 8. 
 
When the bill is brought to the floor in 
September, an amendment is expected that 
would preempt state and local taxing 
authority over online travel companies 
such as Travelocity.  Typically, the online 
travel companies will purchase rooms from 
hotels at discounted rates, and then sell 
them to consumers at a higher rate.  The 
online travel companies then remit a tax to 
states and local governments at the 
discounted rate, rather than the rate at 
which they sell the room to consumers. 
 
Some states and local governments have 
taken collections actions against the online 
travel companies to end this practice and 
over 40 court cases are pending across the 
country.  In response, the online travel 
companies have been seeking legislative 
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relief on the issue, and have reportedly 
found a champion this year in Senator 
John Ensign (R-NV), who has plans to 
introduce the preemption amendment 
when the bill is considered on the floor 
in September.  A coalition of state and 
local government interests are asking 
localities to urge their Senators to vote 
against any amendment that may 
preempt local taxing authority. 
 
The Travel Promotion Act of 2009 
would establishes a quasi-governmental 
Corporation for Travel Promotion to 
“provide useful information to people 
interested in traveling to the United 
S t a t e s ,  count e r  and  cor rec t 
misperceptions regarding U.S. entry 
policy, and promote U.S. travel.”  The 
measure is a priority of Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), who sees the 
bill as helpful to his home state of 
Nevada. 
 
JOB TRAINING 
Senate panel approves FY 2010 Labor 
budget.  Last week, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee approved its 
version of an FY 2010 appropriations 
bill with jurisdiction over the 
Department of Labor.  Without taking 
stimulus funding into account, most 
programs at the Employment and 
Training Administration would be 
funded at or near their FY 2009 levels. 
 
Senate recommended funding for 
selected programs include (with 
comparison to FY 2009 levels and 
House FY 2010 levels): 
 
• $861 million for adult training 

(same as FY09 and House FY10) 
• $924 million for youth training 

(same as FY09 and House) 
• $1.18 billion for dislocated worker 

assistance (same as FY09 and 
House) 

• $105 million for Youthbuild 
(+$35m FY09; +$5m House) 

• $115 million for Prisoner Re-Entry 
Programs (+$7m FY09 and House) 

• $575 million for Community 
Service Employment for Older 
Americans (+$3m FY09; -$40m 
House) 

 
The Senate bill also includes $40 million 
for a new Green Jobs Innovation Fund, 

which would provide competitive grants 
for programs that provide job training in 
green industry sectors.  The House 
recommended $45 million for the 
program. 
The full Senate is expected to take up the 
FY 2010 Labor Department spending 
bill when it returns from its summer 
recess in September. 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
FY 2010 HHS budget recommendations 
made by Senate committee.  The Senate 
Appropriations Committee made its 
recommendations last week for the FY 
2010 budget for the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS).  
Like many domestic discretionary 
programs this cycle, the panel has 
provided funding at or near FY 2009 
levels in most cases, not counting the 
funds some programs received in the 
stimulus bill. 
 
Recommended funding for selected 
programs include (with comparison to 
FY 2009 levels and House FY 2010 
levels): 
 
• $2.19 billion for community health 

centers (same as FY09 and House 
FY10) 

• $2.27 billion for Ryan White AIDS 
programs (+$40m FY09; -$20m 
House) 

• $3.32 billion for child vaccinations 
(-$50m FY09 and House) 

• $662 million for the Maternal and 
Child Health Block Grant (same as 
FY09 and House) 

• $102 million for the Preventative 
Health Care Block Grant (same as 
FY09 and House) 

• $399 million for the Mental Health 
Block Grant (same as FY09 and 
House) 

• $1.7 billion for the Social Services 
Block Grant (same as FY09 and 
House) 

• $2.1 billion for the Child Care 
Block Grant (same as FY09 and 
House) 

• $700 million for the Community 
Services Block Grant (same as 
FY09 and House) 

• $1.74 billion for the Substance 
Abuse Block Grant (+$40m FY09 
and House) 



 

• $5.1 billion for the low income home 
energy assistance program (same as 
FY09 and House) 

• $7.2 billion for Head Start (+$100m 
FY09; same as House) 

• $97 million for runaway and homeless 
youth (same as FY09 and House) 

• $127 million for family violence 
(same as FY09 and House) 

• $1.49 billion for Aging Administration 
programs (-$100m FY09; -$40m 
House) 

• $190 million for environmental health 
programs (+$5m FY09; -$1m House) 

• $105 million for Healthy Start (+$3m 
FY09; same as House) 

• $730 million for refugee assistance 
programs (+$15m FY09; same as 
House) 

 
The Senate is expected to take up the FY 
2010 HHS spending bill when it returns 
from its summer recess in September. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Members of Senate Banking Committee 
introduce “Livable Communities Act.”  
This week, Chairman Chris Dodd (D-CT) 
of the Senate Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs, along with 
four Democratic colleagues on the panel, 
introduced the Livable Communities Act.  
The committee has jurisdiction over 
federal transit programs as well as the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 
 
The measure is designed to assist local 
governments in coordinating housing, 
transportation, and environmental policies.  
Bill sponsors believe that utilizing this 
“sustainable development” will help ease 
congestion in and around communities, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and fuel 
consumption, and preserve open space. 
 
The Livable Communities Act would 
create a new Livable Communities Grant 
program to help communities develop and 
implement their sustainable development 
plans, which would include competitive 
planning grants ($400 million over four 
years) and challenge grants for program 
implementation ($3.75 billion over three 
years).  These grants would address public 
transportation, pedestrian and bicycle 
thoroughfares, affordable housing, transit-
oriented development, and brownfield 
redevelopment. 
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The bill would also create an 
Interagency Council on Sustainable 
Communities, which would include 
representatives from the Departments of 
Transportation (DOT) and Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), and the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA).  This Council would coordinate 
federal sustainable development policies.  
Furthermore, an Office of Sustainable 
Housing and Communities would be 
established at HUD to oversee the 
Livable Communities Grant program 
and provide technical assistance. 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
Weekly update on stimulus activities. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA announced the communities that 
will receive supplemental funding for 
brownfields revolving loan fund grants 
to help communities carry out cleanup 
activities, redevelopment projects, and 
create jobs for local residents living near 
brownfields sites. The grants include $42 
million from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and $13 
million from FY 2009 EPA brownfields 
general program funding: 
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/grant_a
nnounce/arrareglist.pdf   
 
EPA also announced that fourteen 
communities will receive $6.8 million in 
Brownfields Job Training Grants geared 
toward cleaning up contaminated 
properties and turning them into 
productive community assets: 
http://tiny.cc/feLkQ.  
 
Stimulus Watch Extras 
Grants.gov launched a new ARRA 
feature that will consolidate for users a 
portal to ARRA opportunities, resources, 
upcoming webinars and pertinent links: 
http://www.grants.gov.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRANTS & NOTICES 
Department of Transportation 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) anticipates 
awarding up to $15 million in Motor 
Carrier Safety Assistant grant funding.  
These funds will be awarded at 
FMCSA’s discretion for safety 
initiatives such as state data quality 
improvemen t ,  h igh  v i s i b i l i t y 
Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) and 
non-CMV traffic enforcement, public 
information and education, and 
enhancements to state training.  FMCSA 
expects to make 100 grant awards. 
Applications must be submitted by 
September 15, 2009: 
http://tiny.cc/LAxCp.  
 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 
FEMA issued a written clarification 
about its February 25, 2009 policy on 
"Rehabilitation Assistance for Levees 
and Other Flood Control Works.”  The 
clarification allows FEMA to provide 
financial assistance to state and local 
governments for eligible work associated 
with debris removal and flood fighting 
activities.  The August 5, 2009 
memorandum that clarifies levee policy 
can be found at: 
http://tiny.cc/m7y4K.  
 
 Original February 25, 2009 Policy: 
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/
pa/9524_3.shtm 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: InterLinc Action Center [action@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2009 3:46 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Action for  City Council - General received.

An action has been filed for  City Council ‐ General. 
 
Tracking Number:  12842 
 
Problem:  excessive traffic on Holdrege st, and with the up coming wideing to three lanes, 
traffic will only increase 
 
Comments:  propose you consider raising the speed limit on Vine st from 84th to 70th to 
35mph. This street is already three lanes and would help eliminate some traffic from 
Holdrege. I know there is a church and school on Vine st which is the reason for the 25mph 
limit, however there are several school's on arterial's with speed limits 35mph and this does 
not seem to pose a problem or endanger live's. People do not wish to use this section of vine 
due to the 25mph limit. 
 
Go to your list of actions:  https://intralinc.lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/action/default.asp 
 
PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE. 
 



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
        MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Section Of Pioneers To Close Next Week (Copies sent
out in Council packets on 08/13/09). 

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: 27TH Street Southbound To Close For Resurfacing.   

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Public Pool Season Closures Begin Sunday - Star City
Shores to end season with doggone good time!

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Promotes School Safety. 

5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City-County Employees Make 2009 Food Bank Drive A
Success. 

6. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 15
through August 21, 2009 - Schedule subject to change (Forward to Council on
08/17/09).   

7. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler will discuss the Summer Works
program-a youth jobs program funded by stimulus money at a news conference at
1:00 p.m. TODAY 08/17/09 at the “F” Street Rec Center (Forward to Council on
08/17/09).      

DIRECTORS - None

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -    None  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - None
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SECTION OF PIONEERS TO CLOSE NEXT WEEK

Beginning Monday, August 17, Pioneers Blvd immediately west of 9th Street will be closed for track 
replacement by the BNSF Railroad. The work is scheduled to be completed Friday August 21st.   Motorists 
are advised to utilize Warlick Blvd., Old Cheney Road and Rosa Parks Way to access Highway 77.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 13, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kelly Sieckmeyer,  Engineering Services, 441-7711

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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27TH STREET SOUTHBOUND TO CLOSE FOR RESURFACING

Beginning at 6 a.m. Thursday, August 20, the southbound lanes of 27th Street from Capital Parkway to “A” 
Street will be closed for resurfacing. The detour route will be Capital Parkway to “A” Street to 27th Street.

The northbound lanes of 27th Street will be resurfaced upon completion of the southbound lanes.  Once the 
lane work is completed in both directions, the intersection of 27th Street and Capital Parkway will be 
resurfaced during a night time closure.  The entire project is expected to take two weeks, and closure dates 
will be announced. as the project progresses.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 13, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Larry Duensing, Engineering Services, 441-7711

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Lincoln's public swimming pools will begin closing for the season Sunday, August 16. Pools scheduled to close 
at 6 p.m. that day are Arnold, Meadow Heights, University Place and Woods.

Ballard, Belmont, Eden, Highlands, Irving Pools and Woods Spray Park will continue to be open from 1 to 
8 p.m. Monday, August 17 and from 1 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, August 18.

The regular season at Star City Shores also ends at 6 p.m. Sunday, but the pool will host one more public event 
that night – Dog Splash is set for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 per dog and will go on sale at 6 p.m. at the 
front gates. A limited number of tickets will be sold. Each dog may be accompanied by up to two adults and one 
child at least 8 years of age. 

This year's Dog Splash features an area for small dogs (measuring 15 inches from the shoulder and less) and 
retrieval activities in the lap lanes. When the dogs are not in the water, they must be on a leash.  Plastic bags 
will be provided for clean up. Dog splash is sponsored by the Lincoln Parks Foundations and the Greater 
Lincoln Obedience Club. 

For more information on City pools, call 441-7960 or visit lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: pools).

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Holly Lewis, Asst. Recreation Manager, 441-7960

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

PUBLIC  POOL SEASON CLOSURES BEGIN SUNDAY
Star City Shores to end season with doggone good time!
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With school beginning Wednesday, August 19, Mayor Chris Beutler today promoted two efforts aimed at 
getting students to and from school safely:

• The Lincoln Public Schools (LPS), the City's Public Works and Utilities Department and the Lincoln 
Police Department (LPD) are sponsoring the annual “Safe Walk and Safe Ride to School Night” from 6 
to 7 p.m. Monday, August 17. All 25 mph school speed zones will be in operation.  (Some schools will 
have the “Safe Ride” event with school buses on Tuesday, August 18.) 

• LPD will conduct its two-week “back to school” traffic enforcement project beginning Wednesday, 
August 19. Additional officers will be posted around schools to promote traffic and pedestrian safety.     

“Drivers in the areas of the three new schools will need to be prepared for increased vehicle and pedestrian 
traffic,” Mayor Beutler said. “As school begins, it's important for all of us to use extra caution on the road, 
especially in school zones.” The three new schools are Kooser Elementary at N. 14th St. and Alvo Road; Arnold 
Elementary at N.W. 48th and W. Cuming streets; and Schoo Middle School at Tallgrass Parkway and Penrose 
Drive. 

Goodrich Middle School students will now be in attendance at the Dawes Middle School on Colfax Avenue and 
52nd Street. With more buses and less vehicular traffic expected, the City has designated Colfax Avenue 
between 49th and 52nd streets as one-way westbound from 7 to 8 a.m. and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.. Signs have been 
posted.  

Voluntary one-way pick-up and drop-off driving plans and recommended walking routes are available from 
school principals; the LPS Web site at lps.org; and the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: schools).  If a 
plan has not been developed for your school, please contact the principal.

Pedestrians are encouraged to walk, not run, when crossing streets. Motorists are encouraged to pay attention to 
the signage in school areas. (A list follows this release).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

MAYOR PROMOTES SCHOOL SAFETY
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LPD has a “no tolerance” policy for enforcing the 25 mph school speed zones, and fines are doubled for 
speeding in these zones. The fines (not including court costs) for speeding in a 25 mph school speed zone are:
          $20 for traveling 1 to 5 mph over the speed limit
          $50 for traveling 6 to 10 mph over the speed limit
          $150 for traveling 11 to 15 mph over the speed limit
          $250 for traveling 16 to 20 mph over the speed limit
          $400 for traveling 21 mph or more over the speed limit

SCHOOL AREA SIGNAGE

No Parking 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School Days Loading Zone
These signs are installed in areas designated for picking up and dropping off students. Drivers can legally park 
in these areas for 10 minutes as long as they remain in their vehicles.

No Parking 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School Days Bus Zone
These signs are installed in areas designated for school bus loading and unloading. Drivers are prohibited from 
using these areas when they are picking up or dropping off students.

No Stopping Anytime
These signs are installed in areas for safety reasons, and drivers are prohibited from stopping in these areas to 
pick up or drop off students.

No Stopping 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. School Days or No Stopping 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School Days
These signs are the same as the “No Stopping Anytime” signs except that they are only in effect during the 
times stated.

Authorized School Crossing
These signs are installed at locations where drivers should expect to see concentrations of children crossing the 
street. Crossings adjacent to schools also usually have “No Stopping Anytime” signs nearby to allow drivers to 
better see the children approaching or standing at the curb.
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Mayor Chris Beutler and Lancaster County Commission Chair Bernie Heier today commended City and County 
employees for donating more than 15,460 pounds of food and personal items and $12,570 to the Food Bank for 
Lincoln.  Food Bank Director Scott Young said the annual City-County Food Bank Drive is a key part of the 
annual Campaign Against Hunger.

“The Campaign Against Hunger is our largest food drive of the year,” said Young. “The City and County 
employees are one of our anchors for the whole drive.  They always demonstrate great leadership, energy and 
enthusiasm for reaching out to their fellow citizens with a great effort for the Food Bank. Their work will feed 
hundreds of families and individuals at a time when the need is greater than ever.”

“We see more participation in our food bank drive every year,” said co-campaign coordinators Larry Williams 
and Minette Genuchi in a joint statement. “We have outstanding support from department directors and elected 
officials and a great network of department coordinators and volunteers.  Attendance at our Food Bank Picnic 
was up, and we believe we set a new record in the total amount of food and money collected. It was a great 
effort across the board for a tremendous cause.”

Williams and Genuchi said a great example of effort was in the Engineering Services Division of the City 
Public Works and Utilities Department. About 200 division employees collected more than 6,600 pounds of 
food and more than $1,500 in cash. 

Results from other departments and divisions include the following:

• The City Parks and Recreation Department collected more than 1,580 pounds of food.
• The City-County Health Department collected three barrels of food and about $1,580. 
• The Urban Development Department collected two barrels of food and $480 in cash.
The Finance Department collected four large boxes of food and personal items and about $724 in cash, including about $389 from 
their bake sale.
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• The Lincoln Water and Wastewater Business Office collected $667.
• The City-County Information Services Division collected 973 pounds of food and other items as well as 

$765.
• The Lincoln Area Agency on Aging collected $350, despite being in the middle of an office move. 
• The Building and Safety Department collected about 113 pounds of items and about $400.
• County Corrections collected 1,171 pounds of food and raised $375.
• The Community Mental Health Center and Midtown Center collected 547 pounds of food and raised 

$238.
• The County Attorney's Office raised $881 in addition to its food collection effort.
• In addition to collecting food, the County Clerk's Office raised $525 selling ice cream sundaes and root 

beer floats.

More information on the Food Bank of Lincoln is available by calling 466-8170 or visiting 
lincolnfoodbank.org.
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Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of August 15 through 21, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: August 14,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, August 17

Tuesday, August 18

Thursday, August 20

SummerWorks news conference - 1 p.m., location to be announced

Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA) luncheon, remarks - noon, Holiday Inn Downtown,
141 N. 9th St.
Lincoln Chamber or Commerce executive reception - 4:30 p.m., Chamber of Commerce,
1135 “M” St., 3rd floor

Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Federal Fly-Back - 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Strategic Air and Space Museum,
28210 West Park Hwy., Ashlan
NeighborWorks groundbreaking, remarks - 2 p.m., 23rd and “P” streets
Fire Department badge-pinning, remarks - 6 p.m., Firefighters Hall, 241 Victory Lane




