City Council Introduction: September 21, 2009 Bill Number 09R-171

Public Hearing: September 28, 2009

FACT SHEET

TITLE: Request for relaxation of standards SPONSOR: Public Works and Utilities
from State of Nebraska, Board of Public

Roads Classifications and Standards OPPONENTS: Unknown

OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED: STAFF RECOMMENDATION: For
N/A

APPLICANT: Public Works and Utilities

REASON FOR LEGISLATION: To minimize the impact of roadway construction on existing NW
48" Street.

DISCUSSION

This resolution is requesting the use of two to three foot shoulders along NW 48" Street. Two minor
widening projects to add left turn lanes in NW 48™ Street have been contemplated. The Nebraska
minimum standard for shoulder width on a non-curbed municipal arterial street is eight feet. NW 48"
Street was originally constructed as a rural county road, and still maintains a rural character along
much of its length within the City limits. Approval of this resolution is necessary to request a
relaxation of this standard from the State of Nebraska, Board of Public Roads Classifications and
Standards to allow the use of two to three foot shoulders on the NW 48™ Street projects.

The use of two to three foot wide shoulders will allow the existing ditches and drainage structures to
remain in place. The narrower shoulders will be consistent with the shoulders on the adjacent sections
of NW 48" Street. According to A Guide for Achieving Flexibility in Highway Design, two to three
foot wide shoulders are adequate for lateral support of the pavement, accommodating wide vehicles
and errant vehicles. There are few bicyclists or pedestrians using this street, nor is parking allowed
or mail deliveries made along NW 48" Street, which are the common reasons for requiring six to eight
foot wide shoulders. NW 48" Street is currently under design for a major reconstruction project that
will move the roadway alignment to the east. The project is being designed to meet all State
standards when completed.

POLICY OR PROGRAM CHANGE: No

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY: Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer

REVIEWED BY: Director of Public Works & Utilities



