
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

AGENDA FOR 
 MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2010

I. CITY CLERK
    

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

MAYOR    
*1. NEWS RELEASE. More artists needed for rain barrel art project. 
*2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents December Award of Excellence to Esther

Hernandez.
*3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler and Police Chief Casady will release City crime

statistics for calendar year 2009 at a news conference, Friday, January 15, 9:00 am, 575
S. 10th Street, Police media room. 

*4. NEWS ADVISORY. Nominations deadline extended one week for Mayor’s Arts
Awards. 

  5. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln doctor on way to Haiti as part of FEMA deployment.
  6. NEWS RELEASE. Crime rate in Lincoln falls again in 2009. 
  7. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for week of January 16 through

22, 2010. (Sent to Council Members on 01/15/10)
  8. Drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli bacteria by the Colilert®

method of analysis. 
  9. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s news conference, Thursday, January 21, 2010,

10:00 am at 555 S. 10th Street, in the City Council Chambers. (Sent to Council Members
on 01/20/10)

10. NEWS RELEASE. Survey results show high resident satisfaction. 
11. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor urges census participation. 

  DIRECTORS

CITY LIBRARIES
*1. Nominations are being accepted for the title to be read as part of the 2010 One Book -

One Lincoln community reading program. 
*2. Eiseley Branch Library’s “Read to a Dog” program will be on Sundays starting January

24.
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COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONER
  1. Memo from David Shively, Election Commissioner, regarding deadline for Special

Issues on May 11th Primary Ballot with copy of §32-559 for reference. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
*1. Response to Francisco Salazar complaint listed under Miscellaneous 8 from Nancy

Clark, Environmental health Supervisor.

PLANNING COMMISSION
*1. Planning Commission action, January 13, 2010.
*2. Planning Commission Final Action.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
*1. Correspondence from Karen Jensen on snow removal with reply from Scott Opfer, Street

and Traffic Operations Manager.  
  2a. Reply from Al Lee, Traffic Operations, to Mr. Francisco Salazar (Miscellaneous #8)

regarding on street parking.
 2b. Sample petition with instructions. 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S AND CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

JON CAMP
 1. IRS lowers vehicle reimbursement rate to 50 cents a mile. 

JONATHAN COOK 
  1. Response from Police Chief Casady regarding public dances questions and issues

discussed by Dennis Kornbluh.  

DOUG EMERY
*1a. Reply to Pat Anderson Sifuentez regarding certain Walgreens stores meeting criteria for

liquor licenses.
*1b.  Correspondence from Pat Anderson-Sifuentez opposing liquor licenses at particular

Walgreens locations. 
  2. Fax sent to Marcee Sheil from Rex Jordan regarding claim against the City due to a city

sanitary sewer line backup. (Forwarded to Councilman Emery on 01/20/10)  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
*1. Email from Pat Anderson-Sifuentez opposing Walgreens liquor license at 17th and South

and 13th and O Streets.
*2. Correspondence from Lois Poppe urging Council members to vote against the Walgreen

liquor licenses.
*3. Letter from Bob Reeves stating reasons he will vote no for the arena bond issue. 
*4. Note, with newspaper statement, from Nancy Russell stating her opinion that the City

needs to adapt to frugal spending instead of being irresponsible. (Council Members
received before Directors Meeting on 01/11/10) 



 
-3-

*5. Letter from an anonymous citizen with thoughts and suggestions for the City of Lincoln.
(Council Members received on 01/11/10 before the Directors Meeting) 

*6. Letter from Mike Morosin asking for answers to questions on Lincoln’s wheel tax.    
*7. InterLinc correspondence from Sheryl Schultz opposing Walgreens liquor license at 14th

and O Streets.    
*8. InterLinc correspondence from Francisco Salazar on street parking problems.

(Forwarded to Greg MacLean and Scott Opfer, Public Works and Utilities Department;
Bruce Dart, Health Director; and Lin Quenzer, City Ombudsman) 

 9. Correspondence from Lincoln Electric System (LES) regarding the 2010 Lincoln
Electric System Legislative Guidelines. (Individual copies delivered to Council Members
on 01/20/10)   

       10. InterLinc correspondence from Todd Cuddy thanking the Council for continued support
of the StarTran bus system.  

V. ADJOURNMENT

* Held Over From January 18, 2010
W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\DA012510.wpdmmm
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Al K. Lee
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2010 9:56 AM
To: 'fsalazar@neb.rr.com'
Cc: Karen K. Sieckmeyer; Greg S. MacLean; Lin Quenzer; Scott A. Opfer; Council Packet
Subject: Parking on Nelson St.
Attachments: pkgpt.tif

This is in response to your concern about prohibiting parking on the south side of Nelson on the block that you reside 
on. 
 
Lincoln's non‐arterial streets are designed primarily to provide access to the abutting homes and not serve thru traffic.  
On‐street parking is of little benefit in some neighborhoods and critical need in others.  An informal petition signed by a 
clear majority (2/3 of the block face) of the   property owners, on the south side of Nelson Street between Lewis Ave. 
and 12th St.,  indicates there is general concurrence among the neighbors that a parking prohibition will benefit the 
area. 
 
Attached is a sample petition with instructions.  Should you have any further questions on this or any other matter; do 
not hesitate to contact me at 441‐6092  or the above e‐mail address  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2010 10:19 AM
To: Mayor; Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Mileage reimbursement rates decreased to 50 cents a mile

Important to note as it pertains to reimbursement of City employees’ personal use of vehicles: 
 

IRS lowers vehicle reimbursement rate to 50 cents a mile –  

The Internal Revenue Service on January 1, 2010 lowered the allowable vehicle reimbursement rate to 50 cents per mile 
from 55 cents per mile. The rate has been as high as 58.5 cents in early 2009 and then dropped with gas prices. The 2010 
decrease was also largely attributed to the decrease in the cost of fuel and other vehicle expenses. The mileage rate may 
be used to compute the deductible cost of operating a vehicle (car, pickups, vans and trucks) for business purposes. It 
may also be used by employers that elect to use the "cents-per-mile" valuation method for purposes of determining the 
amount that needs to be imputed to an employee's income for personal use of certain company-owned or leased vehicles.  

 
 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
If we all did the things we are capable of doing, we would literally astound ourselves. 

 

                                        - Thomas Alva Edison  

  

 



1

Tammy J. Grammer

From: Thomas K. Casady [tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 2:20 PM
To: Jonathan A. Cook
Cc: Tammy J. Grammer; Rick D. Hoppe
Subject: RE: "Public Dances" issue

Councilman Cook: 
 
This is a public policy issue, more than an enforcement one.  We can deal with it either way. 
If memory serves me, the current teen dance permit was an idea from Jerry Shoecraft, when he 
served on the City Council, meant to create some separation between high school‐aged and 
under dances, and college‐aged and above dances.  Do you want high school‐aged young people 
mixing at dances with college‐aged and above crowds, particularly at venues that serve 
alcohol? I suppose the only wisdom I would offer is to always consider the lowest common 
denominator: the person who will do whatever the law allows him or her to get away with, no 
matter how ethically challenged the conduct may be. 
 
Tom Casady 
Chief of Police  
 
 
On Wed, 20 Jan 2010 12:41:11 ‐0600 "Jonathan A. Cook" 
<jcook@lincoln.ne.gov> wrote: 
>Chief, 
> 
>I'd like your feedback on this issue. Do you recommend we change or  
>clarify the law? 
> 
>Thank you. 
> 
>Jonathan Cook 
> 
>Here are two links from the message below, in case they did not make it  
>into the forwarded message. 
> 
>http://music.starcityblog.com/2010/01/letter‐to‐the‐city‐council‐re‐pub 
>lic‐dances.html 
> 
>http://www.starcityblog.com/star‐city‐blog‐presents‐king‐sunny‐adé‐his‐ 
>african‐beats.html<http://www.starcityblog.com/star‐city‐blog‐presents‐ 
>king‐sunny‐ad%C3%A9‐his‐african‐beats.html> 
><http://music.starcityblog.com/2010/01/letter‐to‐the‐city‐council‐re‐pu 
>blic‐dances.html> 
> 
>Begin forwarded message: 
> 
>From: Dennis Kornbluh 
><dennis@starcityblog.com<mailto:dennis@starcityblog.com>> 
>Date: January 19, 2010 1:51:22 PM CST 
>To: "Jonathan A. Cook"  
><jcook@lincoln.ne.gov<mailto:jcook@lincoln.ne.gov>> 
>Subject: "Public Dances" issue 
> 
>Hi Jonathan, 
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> 
>I live on 3401 S 29th Street, so I'm in your district (9E‐4).  I  
>publish StarCityBlog.com<http://StarCityBlog.com/>, which reports on  
>arts & entertainment in Lincoln.  I also have a talk radio show on KZUM  
>called "Blog Talk Live", which airs on Tuesday nights at 6pm. 
> 
>A few months ago I contracted with the Bourbon Theatre on 1415 "O"  
>Street to put on a fundraiser for KZUM.  I was able to attract  
>world‐renowned Nigerian musician "King Sunny Adé" to perform there on  
>April 18th, and 100% of net proceeds will be donated to KZUM.  You can  
>read about the show here<http://www.starcityblog.com/star‐city‐blog‐presents‐king‐sunny‐
ad%C3%A9‐his‐african‐beats.html>. 
> 
>I'm writing to you because I'm concerned about a law that appears to  
>treat small music venues unfairly with respect to dances and the age of patrons. 
>Jeremy Buckley, who works for the Bourbon Theatre, wrote this letter to  
>city council chairman, Doug  
>Emery<http://music.starcityblog.com/2010/01/letter‐to‐the‐city‐council‐ 
>re‐public‐dances.html>, to provide his perspective.  On the face of it,  
>the law seems to tilt the playing field in favor of larger venues. 
> 
>In these difficult times, when small businesses constitute such a large  
>part of the fabric of our economy, I would hope that the city would  
>make every reasonable effort to pave the way for small businesses to  
>succeed.  If my facts are correct, a solution to the challenge of  
>allowing minors into music venues when alcohol is present has already  
>been adopted in Omaha.  Would it be possible to use Omaha's law as a  
>precedent so that we may change the law here in Lincoln? 
> 
>I'd like to talk to you in more depth about this issue when you have time.  
>Please let me know what you would propose as a next step. 
> 
>Thank you, 
>Dennis 
> 
>‐‐‐ 
>Dennis Kornbluh 
>dennis@starcityblog.com<mailto:dennis@starcityblog.com> 
>www.starcityblog.com<http://www.starcityblog.com/> 
>(650) 733‐6647 
> 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2010 12:15 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Todd Cuddy 
Address:  4400 High Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68506 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    tcuddy1@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I just want to thank you for your continued support of the Star Tran bus system.  Even though 
the majority of the city's residents use cars, there are many, many folks who depend on the 
bus to get around Lincoln.  I have for many years, and I really appreciate it.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Todd Cuddy 
 



 ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
        MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2010       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1.  E-Mail Letter from Mayor Beutler to City Employees - RE: The Citizen
Satisfaction phone survey. 

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Deadline Extended For Artists To Apply For Rain Barrel
Project. 

3. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of January
23 through 29, 2010 - Schedule subject to change.    

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Register Now For Summer Day Camps. 

  DIRECTORS - None 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS - - - None

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - - - None  

daadd012510/tjg    
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Debbie Engstrom
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2010 4:07 PM
To: City_Ali
Subject: Letter from Mayor Beutler

January 21, 2010 
 
 
Dear City Employees: 
 
I am writing to offer my congratulations and my sincerest thanks. 
 
We announced today the full results from the Citizen Satisfaction phone survey, and the results are very positive
People feel good about our City. They expressed support for the work we are doing as a City government.  
 
Some examples: 
 

●92% of respondents say they are satisfied with the quality of life in our City. 
 

●56% rated City government overall as “excellent,” “very good,” or “good” versus 44% who chose “fair
or “poor.” 

 
●By a margin of 45% to 28%, those surveyed said they felt like they received good value from their City 
tax dollars. 

 
Those are impressive results that must be attributed to the hard work, dedication, and commitment to customer 
service of our City employees. You are doing outstanding work and the survey is evidence that the community 
recognizes your efforts. 
 
I urge you to review the full results on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov. Please look closely at those questions 
that cover the services you provide and consider how we can improve those numbers in the future. 
 
If the survey inspires comments or ideas for improvement, I want to hear about them. Your input is critical as 
we demonstrate to the public that we are a performance-based organization that strives for continual 
improvement. 
 
Again, please accept my gratitude and congratulations. I am proud of our City workforce and your 
accomplishments for Lincoln. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Beutler 
Mayor of Lincoln 
 
 
 
 
 








