
 

IN LIEU OF THE  
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2010

I. CITY CLERK
    

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

MAYOR   
*1. NEWS RELEASE. City renewing major pothole effort. 
*2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and Parks/Recreation Director, Lynn Johnson, will

held of news conference on Thursday, February 11th, 10 a.m. at the Prairie Building in
Pioneers Park to announce parks projects funded with Lincoln Cares donations.
(Forwarded to Council Members on 02/10/10) 

*3. NEWS RELEASE. New projects announced for “Lincoln Cares”.
*4. NEWS ADVISORY. The City’s 10th annual Abraham Lincoln Birthday celebration will

include a program on Friday, February 12th at Lincoln High School.
*5. Rick Hoppe’s email to Councilman Camp regarding the Google pilot experiment.

(Reference #III, Jon Camp, #1)
*6. Washington Report, February 5, 2010.
  7. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule. Week of February 13-19, 2010.

(Sent to Council Members on February 12, 2010)
  8. NEWS RELEASE. Water safe to drink despite uncommon taste and odor. 
  9. NEWS RELEASE. 21 Sports to cover game featuring Sudanese brothers.
10. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference on Thursday, February

18th, at 1:00 p.m. at 555 S. 10th Street to address problem properties. (Forwarded to
Council Members on 02/18/10)

11. Drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. coli bacteria by the Colilert®
method of analysis. 

12. NEWS RELEASE. Updated housing code to address problem properties.  
13. Washington Report, February 12, 2010.

  DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
  1. Investment Activity Report ending November 30, 2009. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Free Saturday H1N1 Flue Immunization Clinic. 
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LINCOLN LIBRARIES
  1. Bethany Branch Library will reopen on Friday, February 19th after a temporary closing

for refurbishing. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
*1. Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee Agenda for February 11,

2010.
*2. Administrative Amendments approved by the Planning Director from February 2, 2010

through February 8, 2010.
  3. Historic Preservation Commission meeting agenda for Thursday, February 18, 2010.

(Sent to Council Members on February 12, 2010)
  4. Administrative Amendments No. 10004 and No. 10005 approved.  

PLANNING COMMISSION
*1. Action by Planning Commission, February 10, 2010.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
  1. Special Permit No. 10004. Soil excavation, North 56th Street/Highway 77 and Interstate

80. Resolution No. PC-01191.
  2. Special Permit No. 10002, The Preserve on Antelope Creek. Garden Center, Lucile

Drive and Preserve Lane. Resolution No. PC-01190.
  3. Special Permit No 1988B, Tamarin Ridge Community Unit Plan. Tamarin Ridge Road

and Jacobs Creek Drive. Resolution No. PC-01189.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
  1. Biennial Stormwater Quality Public Education Event to be held at Holmes Lake on June

12, 2010. 
  2. Report on the “Regulations for Construction Site Discharges” Ordinance and Associated

Enforcement. 

WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY
  1. Weed Awareness: 2009 Annual Report.

III. COUNCIL RFI’S AND CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

JON CAMP
*1. Comment on information regarding the Google pilot high speed network program.

JONATHAN COOK
  1. InterLinc correspondence from Kandra Hahn with questions regarding the proposed

arena project. 
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JAYNE SNYDER
*1. Letter from Anne Vidaver requesting consideration of having businesses and private

organizations put address numbers on their buildings. 

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
*1. Laura Bell email in favor of the West Haymarket Arena.
*2. Drew Sasse email to put the arena on the May 11th ballot.
*3. Joshua Treptow email regarding damage to sprinkler system by city snow removal

workers. 
a. Letter regarding damage caused by snow removal equipment. 

*4. Lori Crowder email in support for the arena complex.
*5. AnDee Harris email in support of placing the Haymarket Arena on the May 11th ballot.
*6. Scott Fitzgerald email in support of the Lincoln Haymarket Arena.
*7. Mike Eckert email in support of the Haymarket Arena and placing on the May 11th

ballot.
*8. Anissa Schroeder email in support to have the Arena Project on the May ballot.
*9. Andrew Campbell email fully supporting the Haymarket Arena and placing on the ballot. 

      *10. John Olson email not in support of the arena project. 
      *11. Brenda email. Vote no for the arena.
      *12. Clover Frederick email excited if able to vote on the needed arena project.
      *13. Kevin and Krista Stevens email supporting to place the Haymarket Arena on May ballot.
      *14. Nanci Burchess-Smith email in favor of putting the Arena on the May ballot.
      *15. Brad Martin email in favor of having the Lincoln Haymarket Arena on the ballot. 
      *16. Sue Wilson email in favor of the arena and asking that the proposed Haymarket Arena be

put on the ballot. 
      *17. Email from Keith Dubas in support of the creation of the South Street Business

Improvement District.  
18. InterLinc correspondence from Ryan Woodruff encouraging the Council to examine

Google’s new fiber for communities. 
19. Email from Brandon Bisch. Consider contacting Google for Lincoln to be a test bed for

ultra-high speed internet access.  
 20. Email from Lily regarding the proposed arena and an opinion letter in Sunday’s Journal

Star. 
 21. Email from Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance, Russell Miller, Chairman. Vote yes on Item

10-13, 2009 International Property Maintenance Code.  
 22. InterLinc correspondence from Milan Murphy requesting questions be answered

regarding the proposed arena. 

V. ADJOURNMENT                       

* Held over from February 15, 2010                                     
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JOBS BILL 
Reid files for cloture on pared-down jobs 
measure.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-NV) closed out an otherwise quiet week 
on Capitol Hill with a bang. 
 
As two consecutive blizzards shut down most 
of nation’s capital for the better part of this 
week and left most members stranded at 
home in their districts, both the House and 
Senate postponed all floor proceedings and 
most committee meetings.  However, a 
handful of senators made it their offices and 
spent most of the week hashing out the details 
of a jobs bill for senators to consider when 
the Senate reconvenes after the Presidents 
Day recess.  Those meetings bore fruit and on 
Thursday Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Max Baucus (D-MT) and Ranking 
Member Charles Grassley (R-IA) released a 
bipartisan, $85 billion jobs bill that they 
promised would garner bipartisan support.  
However, less than a day later, Reid 
announced that senators will instead debate a 
smaller measure when the Senate reconvenes 
after the Presidents Day recess. 
 
Reid describes his bill, which takes four 
provisions from the Baucus-Grassley 
measure, as a “simplified” one that “does not 
cater to business lobbyists.”  The four 
provisions from the Baucus-Grassley bill that 
are included in the measure Reid will bring to 
the floor are: 
 
• A exemption from Social Security             

payroll taxes for businesses for the 
remainder of 2010 for newly hired 
workers who have been unemployed  for 
more than 60 days; 

• An extension, through December 31, 
2010, of federal surface transportation 
programs; 

• An extension of Build America Bonds 
through December 31, 2011, and 

• An extension of a small business tax 
break. 

 
The surface transportation section of the bill 
also includes a $20 billion infusion into the 
Highway Trust Fund and other provisions 
designed to protect the solvency of the Fund.  
It would also repeal the $8.7 billion rescission 
of unobligated highway funds that took effect 
last fall.  The rescission was included in the 
previous highway and transit law as a budget 
gimmick with the expectation that Congress 
would provide a fix before it took effect.  
However, Congress did not act and the 
Federal Highway Administration is 
implementing the rescission, much to the 
chagrin of state and local transportation 
officials. 

 
The sprawling Baucus-Grassley bill included 
a wide array of other provisions, with its table 
of contents alone covering 7 pages.  It would: 
 
• Extend numerous expiring tax provisions 

ranging from the deduction of state and 
local sales taxes to a wide array of 
energy efficiency and alternative energy 
tax credits, school teacher deduction for 
supply purchases, the Tuition Tax Credit 
and the American Samoa Economic 
Development Tax Credit; 

• Reauthorize the USA Patriot Act; 
• Provide a long-term fix for the Estate 

Tax, which expired this year; 
• Extend enhanced unemployment and 

COBRA benefits through May 31, 2010; 
• Reauthorize a satellite television law, and 
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• Appropriate an infusion of $6 billion 
to troubled pension funds. 

 
Of interest to local government, the 
Baucus-Grassley bill includes an extension 
of Empowerment Zone tax incentives, an 
extension of the New Markets Tax Credit 
and a provision that would allow the 
issuers of New Clean Renewable Energy 
Bonds, Qualified Energy Conservation 
Bonds, Qualified Zone Academy Bonds 
and Qualified School Construction Bonds 
to convert those bonds to Build America 
Bonds, which receive a direct federal 
subsidy to cover 45 percent of interest 
payments. 
 
Reid has scheduled a procedural vote on 
his jobs bill for February 22 to see if it can 
garner the 60 votes it will need to wend its 
way through the Senate.  At this point, it 
remains unclear whether any Republicans 
will support the bill and whether any 
Democrats will balk at its lack of extended 
unemployment or COBRA benefits. 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
 
Broadband Technology 
The National Telecommunications 
Information Administration (NTIA) posted 
category-specific grant guidance for the 
three Broadband Technology Opportunities 
Program (BTOP) categories of funding: 
http://broadbandusa.sc.egov.usda.gov/info
_lib.htm.  
 
NTIA also archived the Portland, OR and 
Denver, CO Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program (BTOP) workshop 
s e s s i o n s  a t : 
http://broadbandusa.sc.egov.usda.gov/info
_lib.htm.  
 
GRANTS & NOTICES 
 
Department Of Housing And Urban 
Development 
HUD issued a request for comments on the 
Sustainable Communities Planning Grant 
Program. The Department is seeking 
feedback from state and local governments 
on “how the Program should be structured, 
what funding categories and activities are 
most appropriate to support, which entities 
should be eligible grantees, and how best 
to evaluate regional needs, so that the 
program has the most meaningful impact 
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on regional planning for sustainable 
development.” Comments are due March 
1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 : 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2
010-2979.pdf. 
  
HUD also plans to hold regional 
listening sessions February 16 – March 
1, 2010 (locations and dates to be posted 
at www.hud.gov/sustainability) on 
developing the Notice of Funding 
Availability (NOFA) and expects to 
publish the NOFA the week of April 12, 
2010.  
 
Department of Justice 
The Bureau of Justice Assistance is 
accepting applications for the Justice and 
Mental Health Collaboration Program.  
Applications must demonstrate a 
collaborative project between criminal 
justice and mental health partners to 
plan, implement, or expand a justice and 
mental health collaboration program.  
Grants are available in three categories: 
Planning, Planning and Implementation, 
and Expansion. An application should be 
submitted under the category that best 
fits the phase of the proposed project.  
Applicants must provide a 20 percent 
non-federal match.  The deadline for 
applying for grant funds is April 8, 2010: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/10J
MHCPsol.pdf.  
 
Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships 
The President’s Advisory Council on 
Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships is holding conference calls 
on February 24 and February 25, 2010 in 
order to: “identify best practices and 
successful modes of delivering social 
services; evaluate the need for 
improvements in the implementation and 
coordination of public policies relating 
to faith-based and other neighborhood 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  a n d  m a k e 
recommendations for changes in 
policies, programs, and practices.” The 
calls are open to the public, but they are 
limited by the number of phone lines 
available. RSVP is requested: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2
010-3003.pdf.  
 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities 
NEH is requesting applications for 

Preservation Assistance Grants. These 
grants are designed to help small and 
mid-sized institutions (such as libraries, 
museums, historical societies, archival 
repositories, cultural organizations, town 
and county records offices, colleges and 
universities) improve their ability to 
preserve and care for their humanities 
collections. Grants of up to $6,000 will 
be awarded and no cost-sharing is 
required. The deadline for applications is 
May 18, 2010:  
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/pa
g.html.  
 
Smart Grid 
The Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP) within the Executive 
Office of the President is requesting 
public input regarding implementation of 
the modernized electric grid, commonly 
referred to as the ‘‘Smart Grid.” The 
deadline for comments is February 19, 
2 0 1 0 : 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2
010-2813.pdf.  
 
United States Army Corps of 
Engineers 
The Corps is proposing to update its 
process for requesting a variance from 
vegetation standards for levees and 
floodwalls. This policy applies to flood 
damage reduction projects within an 
USACE program or project authority. 
The deadline for comments is March 11, 
2 0 1 0 : 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2
010-2807.pdf.  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Barbara Hansen [b.hansen@lincolnlibraries.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2010 11:58 AM
To: brsupr@lincolnlibraries.org; jswanson@journalstar.com; Tammy J. Grammer; Diane K. 

Gonzolas; info@downtownlincoln.org; newscrew@statepaper.com; amy.adams@wowt.com; 
eandersen@journalstar.com; bbacon35@yahoo.com; pbeutler@journalstar.com; 
voicenews@inebraska.com; dennis.buckley@lee.net; rc34712@windstream.net; 
chicksdigdeals@gmail.com; ddwinell@klkntv.com; nfinken2@unl.edu; 
guide@todointhistown.com; troy.frankforter@kolnkgin.com; mhaggar@klkntv.com; 
njenkins@ap.org; k.jeune@lincolnlibraries.org; johnsong@wowt.com; 
rjohnson@threeeagles.com; p.jorgensen@mail.lcl.lib.ne.us; calendars@journalstar.com; 
jkirkpatrick@mchenrylaw.com; clangekubick@journalstar.com; p.leach@lincolnlibraries.org; 
randy.lube@kolnkgin.com; gm@kzum.org; lincolnkids@diodecom.net; 
newsdesk@cretenews.net; g.mickells@mail.lcl.lib.ne.us; rmoody@klkntv.com; johanlon1
@unl.edu; events@Lincoln55Plus.com; news@owh.com; news42@kptm.com; 
citydesk@nebweb.com; dn@unl.edu; rshannon@hearst.com; april@eagleprinting.biz; 
erictaylor@clearchannel.com; lvanhoosen@klkntv.com; maja@nebheavyindustries.com

Subject: Bethany Branch Library Reopening February 19 - Renovation Complete

FOR RELEASE:  February 18, 2010 
CONTACT:  Barbara Hansen, Administrative Aide 
PHONE: 402-441-8512 
EMAIL: b.hansen@lincolnlibraries.org   

Lincoln City Libraries’ Bethany Branch, located at 1810 North Cotner Blvd., will reopen on Friday, February 
19th at 10 a.m. after a temporary closing for refurbishing.  

Additional public Internet terminals have been added; the collection has been revitalized for both kids and 
adults with more picture books, DVDs, and books covering high-interest topics from crafts to humor to 
gardening; display areas have been improved making it fast and easy to locate high-demand items.  

In addition to new paint and carpet, updates include a magazine area with comfortable seating, a space 
dedicated to teens, and improved seating throughout. New shelving has been installed throughout the library at 
heights that make it easier for customers to reach materials. 

“The Bethany Branch Library has been refurbished and updated creating a more usable and comfortable 
environment for customers, inviting them to ‘stay awhile.’” said Branch Supervisor Kim Shelley.   

Bethany Branch Library is open Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

### 

Barbara Hansen 
Administrative Aide 
Lincoln City Libraries 
402-441-8512 



The City of Lincoln Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public meeting on Thursday,
February 18, 2010.  The meeting will convene at 1:30 p.m. in Room 106, 1st floor, County-City
Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, to consider the following agenda.  For more
information, contact the Planning Department at 441-7491.

February 18, 2010

1. Approval of meeting record of January 21, 2010.

2. Opportunity for persons with limited time or with an item not appearing on the agenda to
address the Commission.

PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION
3. Application by Mark Hunzeker on behalf of B & J Partnership for a Certificate of Appropriateness

for demolition or relocation of the E. J. Dial House, a designated Landmark at 2033 South 16th Street.

DISCUSSION
4. Staff report: 

Annual Report; 
Upcoming items (HP Fund application, due April 1), etc. 

5. Misc.

The Historic Preservation Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/hpc/index.htm

For further information on Historic Preservation in Lincoln, visit
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/hist/index.htm
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City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g February 16, 2010

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Amendment approvals

cc: g Jean Preister

This is a list of the Administrative Amendments that were approved by the Planning Director
from February 9, 2010 thru February 15, 2010:

Administrative Amendment No. 10004 to Special Permit No. 1851 and Special Permit
No. 1851A, approved by the Planning Director on February 9, 2010, requested by Tabitha
Health Care Services, to rescind Special Permit No. 1851 and Special Permit No. 1851A,
originally approved to allow an early childhood care facility, on property generally located
northeast of the intersection of S. 47th St. and “J” St.  The area of Special Permit No. 1851
and Special Permit No. 1851A are now part of Special Permit No. 384G which covers the
larger Tabitha campus and separate Special Permit No. 1851 and Special Permit No.
1851A are not necessary.

Administrative Amendment No. 10005 to Special Permit No. 04037, approved by the
Planning Director on February 9, 2010, requested by Tabitha Health Care Services, to
rescind Special Permit No. 04037, originally approving a health care facility to allow a
“Green House”, on property generally located northeast of the intersection of S. 47th St. and
“J” St.  The area of Special Permit No. 04037 is now part of Special Permit No. 384G which
covers the larger Tabitha campus and a separate Special Permit No. 04037 is not
necessary.

Q:\shared\wp\teresa\AA weekly approvals.wpd
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 2:23 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Kandra Hahn 
Address:  1500 D Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502 
 
Phone:    770‐4695 
Fax:       
Email:    kandra_hahn@hotmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Hi, Jonathan‐‐I'm so disappointed the City is promoting the so‐called arena project that 
seems to me to be a large roads project, along with a lot of other unsavory things, including 
GO debt underwriting. According to the Journal‐Star, the City is lobbying for more changes to 
the sales tax turnback law that is critical to the arena financing. Could you find out for me 
(or send me to the public record that tells me) what the changes are? Thanks, Kandra  
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 6:16 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Ryan Woodruff 
Address:  8364 Rockledge Rd 
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68506 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    italia.worldcup06@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I would like to encourage the City Council to look into Google's new Fiber for Communities 
and sign Lincoln up for it.  Not only will it expand the competition for internet service in 
Lincoln, but will also be looked at nationally by Congress and other Countries as well.  
Link to Google Fiber for Communities: 
http://www.google.com/appserve/fiberrfi/ 
Thanks for your time, 
Ryan 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Brandon Bisch [brando1985@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 10:03 PM
To: Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Adam A. Hornung; Jayne L. Snyder; Jonathan 

A. Cook; Tammy J. Grammer; mmmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov; John Spatz
Subject: A Great Opportunity for Lincoln- Test Site for Google High Speed Internet

Hello, 
 
My name is Brandon Bisch and I'm a proud resident of Lincoln, Nebraska.  I'm originally from southern Indiana 
and came here for an education at Nebraska Wesleyan University.  As a former Hoosier, I've had experience 
with the many different internet companies Indiana has to offer.  Over the five years I've lived in Lincoln, I've 
been surprised by the lack of options for high speed cable internet.  I have been very dissatisfied with Time 
Warner Cable, which seems to have established a monopoly in the high speed internet arena for Lincoln.   
 
Google is looking for cities to be a test bed for their ultra-high speed internet access.  Please consider contacting 
Google for this unique opportunity, which could very easily help our local economy and showplace this great 
city to our nation. 
 
http://www.google.com/appserve/fiberrfi/ 
 
Thanks for listening, 
 
Brandon Bisch 
402-540-2014 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Wamniomni win [wamniomniwin@live.com]
Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2010 2:50 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Cc: Mayor
Subject: need to read

Dear Lincoln City Council members, 
I am sending a link to an opinion letter in Sunday’s Journal Star. If you have already read it, I would 
suggest you read it again, and again, and again. This letter represents the opinion of not only the author, 
but a good deal of the citizenry of Lincoln, NE. It has been appalling to watch this arena fiasco play out. 
 
As a long time resident of Lincoln, I have watched this city deteriorate before my very eyes. The sidewalks 
and streets are deplorable! The parks are an embarrassment. The budget is in shambles. This Mayor 
thinks nothing of threatening to lay off our police and firefighters, but continues to push this arena scam. 
And that is exactly what this is, a scam. Vast amounts of money have been poured into this project before 
the people have even had a chance to vote on it. Of course, this tells us that this will be approved, one 
way or another. Ethical or not.  
It is really too bad that this wasn’t planned for either south Lincoln, or up by the Interstate, where the 
cost would have been significantly lower and the historic qualities of the Haymarket spared. 
It is also a shame that Lincolnites are so easily duped into believing there will be hundreds of new JOBS 
provided by this project. Why don’t you tell them exactly what the JOBS will consist of after the temporary
construction jobs have been abolished? Why not tell them the truth? These will be jobs making beds at the
hotels, selling concessions and sweeping the floors. Once again, we will have a massive brain drain from 
UNL not because of an arena, but because there are no jobs here which pay a living wage. The industry 
has left. Pushed out by high taxes and big government. 
If it was up to me, I would change the location and defer this project for a couple of years or until the 
economy improves, we have paid off our existing projects and have money in the budget to cover fluff 
such as this.  
Lily in Lincoln 
  
  
http://journalstar.com/news/opinion/editorial/columnists/article_43f035da-190d-11df-bf0d-
001cc4c03286.html 
  
By Brad J. Carper | Posted: Saturday, February 13, 2010 11:45 pm  
After years of hyperbole from the 2015 Vision group, the Journal Star reported the truth about the arena 
vote. The vote won't be whether to build it or not, it is to decide on which type of financing to use. Even 
the total figure is misleading, because the ballot language says $25 million even though the remaining 
$319 million would be backed by the city's taxing authority. 
The main issues of this project are whether we, the taxpayers, should pay for such a project, can we 
afford it, and is it a necessity or just a luxury? 
Prior to financing a new expense of this magnitude, we should look at what is already on our charge card 
(taxes). The city of Lincoln has had a multimillion-dollar budget gap each of the past few years, yet it 
easily found an extra $1.2 million to fund an arena feasibility study. 
We presently cannot afford to repair our streets, sidewalks and bridges. We cannot afford to keep all of 
our pools open. We can't afford to mow our parks enough to not violate the maximum height code. We 
already have to pay $250 million to improve our school facilities, $241.6 million for the Antelope Valley 
Project (already over budget), $42 million to move the State Fair out of Lincoln, $65 million to build a new 
jail, and another bond issue to improve our water lines from Ashland, which now leak. 
On top of all that, the city has yet to feel any ripple effects from the state's special legislative session, 
which cut $334 million from its budget. Common sense would say our account is maxed out. If we can't 
afford to sustain the basic needs of our infrastructure, how can we afford a luxury like a new arena? 
Secondly, is this a necessity or a luxury? We already have the Devaney Sports Center. Why not spend a 
lot less money refurbishing that? When comparing the Devaney Center with a new arena, Tom Osborne 
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made the statement, "It's kind of like ‘Would you rather live in a new house or one that's 30 years old?'" 
Apparently, Warren Buffett believes the latter. He still lives in the same Omaha house he bought in 1958. 
And, besides, Memorial Stadium is over 86 years old, and millions of dollars are still pumped into that. 
What's good for Memorial Stadium should be good enough for the Devaney Center. We know the Devaney 
Center can still draw big numbers. It sold more than 13,000 tickets to a women's basketball game Jan. 23
If there really was a "need" for this arena, it should be able to sustain itself. Lincoln's arena coordinator, 
Dan Marvin, claims the arena could be paid for for the most part with a general obligation bond paid off 
with arena revenue. How can he make that conclusion with a city the size of Lincoln? 
Even with a much larger population from Omaha/Council Bluffs to draw upon and two major universities, 
Omaha's Qwest Center has yet to sustain itself financially. (The Qwest Center contains an arena and 
convention center.) It has not made a payment on the principal of the loan since ground was broken in 
2001. 
A new arena would be too much additional load on the already overburdened taxpayers. If 2015 Vision's 
crystal ball predicts that this project will have huge returns, then its members should risk their own money
instead of saddling taxpayers with another 30-year bond issue. The Devaney Center was paid for by a 
"temporary" tax on cigarettes. Yet, this tax was never removed. Would our arena payments also continue 
beyond 30 years? 
Jennifer Brinkman is a consultant hired by 2015 Vision to "engage the public" on the arena. In reality, a 
consultant is just a spin doctor used to manipulate the data to appear in the most favorable light. Rather 
than engaging the public, she has, so far, kept us in the dark. 
A local survey was taken to see what Lincolnites' feelings were on the arena. Brinkman said the results of 
that private survey "won't be publicized." Why not? Did it show that the voters are not willing to take on 
more debt? I'm not against an arena. I'm just against the public paying for it. 
I have presented the known facts surrounding the conditions in Lincoln and this arena issue. The mayor 
and 2015 Vision can only speculate about the future concerning the income generated by this arena. The 
bottom-line spin is that the arena proponents are promising us something (the arena) for nothing (no 
increase in taxes). We all know that the odds of that "vision" being realized are slim and none. 
Brad J. Carper lives in Lincoln. 

Hotmail: Free, trusted and rich email service. Get it now. 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Russell Miller [neb31340@windstream.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 9:20 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance support adoption of International Property Code  

17 February 2010 
 
From :  Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance 
 
To : Lincoln City Council 
 
Dear Council, 
 
At  Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance monthly board meeting it was decided  that LNA will support the adoption of  International Property 
Maintenance Code. 
 
Please vote yes on  Council item 10-13 (2009 International Property Maintenance Code).    
 
Thank you, 
 
Russell Miller,  Chairman 
daytime phone 499-2611 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2010 1:31 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Milan Murphy 
Address:  1930 No 76th St 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68505 
 
Phone:    402‐466‐0572 
Fax:       
Email:    jm15300@windstream.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
Im sure you read the editorial page & the public mind in the Journal Star.  There are 
questions, we, the tax‐payers of Lincoln would like you to answer:  1.  If the arena is such 
a "good" investment opportunity, why doesn't the 2015 vision group and the city council 
members build it as a private investment rather than giving away a golden opportunity to the 
city?  2.  You have new roads porposed leading to the arena ‐‐ are are you not more 
interested in fixing and replacing our present infrastructure (streets & walks)?  3.  The 
following people (city counceil, 2015 vision, chamber of commerce, UNL officials) need to let 
the votoers know all of your ( & your families ) holdings within a 3 mile radium of the 
proposed site.  Those propoerties owned & held in trust  4.  How does the city reoup all the 
money already spent after the area is defested in the next election?  5.If Bob Cambell is so 
positive there won't be any tax increase, they why doesn't he give the city a promisory note 
that he will personally pay (in total)any property tax increase created by the arean and 
revenue shortfalls.  He should put his money where his mouth is.  6.  What happens to Persing 
Auditorium and Devaney ‐‐ if you take care of a building and do repairs as they are needed in 
sstead of letting repairs stagnate for years, buildings will last longer than 50 years. The 
same is true of streets. Why make improvements if you're not planning ahead for the upkeep.  
7.  What benefit will the arean afford to people in College View, Bethany, University Place, 
Havelock?  It is apparent that it is being built for the University and those whose pockets 
will be lined by the arena ‐‐ not those who cannot even afford the tickets because of 
unemployment, high taxes, etc. Put these answers in the newspaper for all to see.  Thank you, 
Milan Murphy 
 


