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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Chapter 5.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code1

relating to Dances by amending Section 5.20.010 to lower the age in the definition of “minor”2

from nineteen years of age to eighteen years of age; amending Section 5.20.100 to require the3

parent or legal guardian accompanying a minor to a public dance to remain on the premises4

designated in the public dance permit at all times said minor is present and striking subsection5

(b) of said Section 5.20.100 to maintain consistency with Chapter 5.20 as amended; adding a6

new section numbered 5.20.140 to establish a severability section for Chapter 5.20; and7

repealing Sections 5.20.010, 5.20.040, and 5.20.100  of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto8

existing.9

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:10

Section 1.  That Section 5.20.100 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to11

read as follows:12

5.20.010 Definitions.  13

As used in this chapter, public dance shall include any dance given, held, or conducted14

in any place in the City to which the general public may gain admission with or without the15

payment of a fee, contribution, or collection, or any dance which is conducted in the normal16

course of business of the premises of a restaurant, tavern, or private club, but shall not include17

any dance conducted on or in any public park, street, or public grounds with the permission of18

the City, or any dance, masquerade, or ball to which admission is limited strictly to persons19

expressly invited by the person, organization, or society giving or holding the dance,20

masquerade, or ball and which dance, masquerade, or ball is not given or conducted designedly21

for profit or gain to the person, organization, or society giving or conducting the same.22
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Teenage public dance shall mean a public dance where admission is restricted to1

persons fourteen years of age and over and who have not reached their nineteenth birthday.2

Minor shall include every person under the age of nineteen eighteen years.3

Dance hall shall mean every hall, pavilion, room, space, or place used for dancing or in4

which a public dance or teenage public dance is conducted, maintained or operated.  It shall5

include all dressing rooms, toilet rooms, check rooms, stairways, entrances, and exits connected6

therewith.  7

Section 2.  That Section 5.20.040 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to8

read as follows:9

5.20.040 Teenage Public Dance; Permit.  10

The City Clerk may issue a teenage public dance permit to any applicant therefor who11

complies with all the requirements relating to public dances provided that the applicant shall also12

meet the following additional requirements:13

(a) Admit only persons fourteen years of age and over and who have not reached14

their nineteenth birthday, except for the adult supervision approved by the City; and the operator15

shall be responsible for excluding the general public.16

(b) Provide proper and adequate adult supervision for the teenage public dance and17

have such adult sponsors approved by the City prior to the issuance of the permit.18

(c) The proposed teenage public dance shall not be conducted on premises licensed19

for the sale of alcoholic liquors for consumption on the premises unless: 20

(1) such teenage public dance is conducted at a time when the licensee is21

exercising no privileges under such license; or 22

(2) the dance is conducted in a portion of the licensed premises in which23

alcoholic liquors are not being dispensed and which is physically separated by floor-to-ceiling24
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partition walls and distinct from the remainder of the licensed premises (including restrooms,1

entrances, and exits serving the remainder of the licensed premises).  2

When a teenage public dance is conducted on licensed premises, under (1) or (2) above,3

the age and hours restrictions set forth in Section 5.04.120 of this code shall not apply.  4

Section 3.  That Section 5.20.100 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to5

read as follows:6

5.20.100 Minors Prohibited Unless Accompanied by Parent or Legal Guardian;7
Exceptions. 8

 9
It shall be unlawful for any minor to participate in any public dance, or to enter, frequent,10

or remain in any dance hall, unless accompanied by a parent or the legal guardian of such minor,11

and it shall be unlawful for any person conducting any public dance to permit any minor to12

participate in any public dance or to enter, frequent, or remain in any dance hall, unless13

accompanied by a parent or the legal guardian of such minor. The parent or legal guardian14

accompanying such minor shall remain on the premises described in the public dance permit at15

all times the minor is on the permitted premises.16

The above restriction shall not apply: 17

(a)  to minors fourteen years of age and over attending or participating in a teenage18

public dance.; or 19

(b) to minors eighteen years of age and over attending or participating in a public20

dance on premises where alcoholic liquors are not being sold, dispensed, or consumed.  21

Section 4.  That Chapter 5.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended by22

adding a new section numbered 5.20.140 to read as follows:23
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5.20.140 Severability.1

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason2

held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such3

decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City4

Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection,5

sentence, clause, and phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more of the sections,6

subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional.  7

Section 5.  That Sections 5.20.010, 5.20.040, and 5.20.100 of the Lincoln8

Municipal Code as hitherto existing be and the same are hereby repealed.9

Section 6.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after10

passage and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the11

City, according to law.12
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