
 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
 MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2010
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING

555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113
2:00 P.M.

I. CITY CLERK    
    

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

MAYOR   
1. NEWS RELEASE. Parks and Recreation Spring Program info available. 
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and Public Works and Utilities will hold a news

conference on Thursday, March 11th, at 10 a.m. in conference room 303, 555 S. 10th Street,
to give an update on the City’s stimulus funded street projects. (Forwarded to Council
Members on 03.10.10)

3. Fiscal Impact Statement, Public Works/Utilities/Water.   
4. NEWS RELEASE. Bids for City Public Works projects below cost estimates. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. City construction projects honored by Engineering Council.
6. Washington Report, March 5, 2010.

  DIRECTORS

FINANCE/AUDITING 
1. Memo from Don Herz, Finance Director, on the City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual

Financial Report (CAFR). (Council members received the following in their Thursday
packets:
a) Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ended August 31, 2009;
b) Single Audit Report on the Expenditure of Federal Funds;
c) Auditor’s letter to the Mayor and City Council; and
d) The City’s response to the Auditor’s letter.  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Snow’s gone, but litter’s still there. “Clean Up for Spring”.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Amendment to SP#1992A. Edenton Woods Community Unit Plan.

Generally located at Ashbrook and Northshore Drives. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by Planning Commission, March 10, 2010.
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III. COUNCIL RFI’S AND CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. Letter from Diana McGinnis with recommendation for a city ordinance relating to city

finances. 

V. ADJOURNMENT                       
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JOBS BILL 
House passes modified jobs bill; package now 
heads back to the Senate.  By a vote of 217-
201, the House passed legislation (HR 2847) 
designed to address unemployment.  The bill 
largely resembles the measure that the Senate 
passed last week and is much smaller than the 
$154 billion version of the bill that the House 
passed last December. 
 
However, the House did approve an 
amendment that tweaks some of the Senate-
passed bill’s tax language so that the bill is 
fully offset and deficit neutral.  Thus, the 
Senate must once again vote on the bill to 
clear it for the President’s signature.  (The 
legislative path of HR 2847, which began life 
as an appropriations bill last spring, would 
confuse even those most versed in the 
parliamentary procedure: the House was 
voting on the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment to the bill!) 
 
The core of the jobs bill continues to be four 
major provisions: 
 
• An exemption from Social Security 

payroll taxes for businesses for the 
remainder of 2010 for newly hired 
workers who have been unemployed  for 
more than 60 days; 

• An extension, through December 31, 
2010, of federal surface transportation 
programs (SAFETEA-LU); 

• An extension of Build America Bonds 
through December 31, 2011, but the 
program would be limited to bonds 
issued for specific school construction or 
energy conservation purposes 

• An extension of a small business tax 
break. 

 
In general, House Republicans blasted the 
bill, arguing that the payroll tax provision will 

do little to create jobs.  Many Republicans, 
led by Representative Steve LaTourette (R-
OH), argued in favor of ditching the $13 
billion payroll tax provision and instead 
spending that same amount of money on 
infrastructure projects.  Democrats countered 
that this measure is the first in a series of jobs 
bills and pointed out that Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) has committed to 
Senate consideration of future jobs bills 
focused on infrastructure spending. 
 
The Senate will likely debate the bill and 
clear it next week. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Congress allows SAFETEA-LU to expire, 
then extends it twice in a matter of days.  The 
law governing federal surface transportation 
programs (SAFETEA-LU) expired on March 
1 when Senator Jim Bunning (R-KY) blocked 
Senate floor consideration of a measure 
containing a month-long extension late last 
week. 
 
However, by March 2, Bunning had dropped 
his objections and an extension through 
March 28 was approved.  Two days later, the 
House cleared a Jobs Bill that extends the 
current SAFETEA-LU law through 
December 31, 2010 (see related story above).  
While the Senate has previously approved the 
Jobs Bill, it will have to vote on it again 
because the measure was altered by the 
House.  The 2005 SAFETEA-LU law expired 
on September 30, 2009, and since then has 
been extended on a short-term basis several 
times while Congress and the White House 
explore funding mechanisms for a multi-year 
reauthorization. 
 
The result of the expiration of SAFETEA-LU 
on March 1was that the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) could not collect or 
spend revenues from the Highway Trust Fund 
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(HTF).  The most immediate effect of the 
action was the furloughing of 2,000 DOT 
employees whose salaries are paid through 
the HTF.  In addition, transportation 
projects in 17 states (mostly in the Federal 
Lands Highways Program) were halted on 
Monday and Tuesday because federal 
inspectors were furloughed. 
 
Republican Senators worked behind-the-
scenes to convince Bunning to drop his 
objections to the legislation (which also 
included extensions for unemployment 
benefits and COBRA benefits for the 
unemployed), but were unsuccessful for 
six days.  In one of the many quirks of 
Senate tradition, it only takes one Senator 
to object to bringing a bill to the floor for a 
vote.  In most cases, bipartisan 
negotiations result in agreements 
preventing objections such as these before 
a bill is brought to the floor, but in this 
case, Bunning did not heed the advice of 
his leadership. 
 
While an extension of SAFETEA-LU 
through December likely ensures that a 
multi-year reauthorization bill will have to 
wait until 2011, there continues to be 
support from key Members of both the 
House and Senate to consider a bill this 
year.  Of course, House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee Chairman James 
Oberstar (D-MN) is the most vocal 
proponent of immediate consideration of a 
multi-year bill, and a subcommittee of his 
panel cleared draft legislation last year. 
 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-
CA) this week indicated she would like to 
tackle the matter this year, using the 
Oberstar bill as a starting point.  Boxer has 
even come up with an acronym for her 
still-to-be-drafted bill – Moving Ahead for 
Progress in the 21st Century, or “MAP-21.”  
Republicans such as Senator George 
Voinovich of Ohio and Christopher Bond 
of Missouri believe that a multi-year 
reauthorization would be an excellent 
employment generator and are confident 
that a bill can get done this year. 
 
FINANCE 
Senate works on package of tax extenders.  
The Senate began debate this week of 
legislation that would provide extensions 
to a number of popular tax credit 
programs.  Senate leaders are touting the 

2 March 5, 2010                                   Washington Report 

package, which was approved by the 
House late last year, as the second 
component of a multi-step Jobs Bill. 
 
The $150 billion package includes 
mostly one-year extensions for dozens of 
tax credits and breaks in areas such as 
individual and business tax relief; 
charitable donations; disaster relief; 
energy conservation, and foreign 
investment.  Some particular provisions 
of note include extensions for: 
 
• Deductions for state and local taxes 

to residents in states without income 
taxes 

• Railroad track maintenance tax 
credit 

• Business expensing credit for 
Brownfields remediation 

• New Markets Tax Credit 
• Alternative fuels tax credit 
• Empowerment Zone tax incentives 
• Enhanced charitable deduction for 

contributions of book inventories to 
public schools 

• Enhanced charitable deduction for 
contributions of food inventories to 
food banks 

• Deductions for qualified tuition 
education expenses 

• Research and development tax 
credit 

• Expensing rules for U.S. film and 
television production 

• Expensing for qualified disaster-
related losses 

 
The Senate is expected to debate 
amendments to the measure for most of 
next week, but passage of the measure is 
not certain.  No Senate Republican has 
indicated support for the bill, but some 
have said they would consider it if 
certain amendments were approved. 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
 
Department of Transportation 
The Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) announced $600 million in new 
awards to state and local recipients to 
meet its March 5, 2010 deadline in 
awarding 100 percent of its ARRA 
transit formula money. A list of awards 
can be found at: 
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2010/dot4110
a.htm. 

FTA is holding a webinar on March 9, 
2010 from 4:00 – 5:00pm EST to update 
recipients of ARRA grants from FTA on 
accomplishments over the past year. The 
webinar will also discuss new guidance 
and oversight plans: 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/index_9440_113
37.html. 
 
GRANTS AND NOTICES 
 
Council on Environmental Quality 
The White House Council on 
Environmental Quality issued a Federal 
Register notice on March 5 that extends 
the comment period on a notice 
published on December 9, 2009 
proposing changes to the principles and 
guidelines that govern America’s water 
resource planning.  The comment period 
has been extended from March 5, 2010 
to April 5, 2010: 
 
Department of Agriculture 
The Agricultural Marketing Service is 
accepting applications for the 2010 
Farmers’ Market Promotion Program.  
Approximately $5 million in competitive 
grant funds for FY 2010 is available to 
increase domestic consumption of 
agricultural commodities by expanding 
direct producer-to-consumer market 
opportunities such as new farmers 
markets, roadside stands, community 
supported agriculture programs, 
agritourism activities, and other direct 
producer-to-consumer infrastructures.  
Awards will range from $2,500 to 
$100,000, and no matching funds are 
required. Applications are due on April 
15, 2010: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2
010-4056.pdf.  
 
Department of Justice  
The Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) is 
accepting applications for the FY 2010 
Strategic Enhancement to Mentoring 
Programs.   Applications should seek to 
enhance the capacity and effectiveness 
of established mentoring programs.  
OJJDP will make awards between 
$200,000 and $500,000 for a project 
period of 18 to 36 months.  Applications 
must be submitted by April 14, 2010: 
http://tiny.cc/DrR4w. 





 
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 9, 2010  
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Laurel Erickson, KLLCB Coordinator, 441-8035 or 

lerickson@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
 

Snow=s Gone, but Litter=s Still There 
 

The snow has nearly disappeared, but its melting has revealed a mess underneath. Litter that=s been 

hidden all winter is re-appearing along streets and sidewalks, blowing against fences, and tumbling 

toward storm drains.  

Keep Lincoln & Lancaster County Beautiful (KLLCB) encourages residents to help Lincoln AClean-up 

for Spring@ by picking up litter in their own neighborhoods. Just remember to carry a trash bag to 

gather litter while walking around the block or in the park. Appropriate recycling of some of that litter 

would go even one step further, cleaning up the city while keeping as much as possible out of the 

landfill.  

Store and business owners are also encouraged to look around their buildings and parking lots for litter 

that=s been exposed by the warmer temperatures. A cleaner business location is more attractive to 

customers, and demonstrates the business owner=s commitment to the community.  

Help Lincoln AClean-up for Spring@ while walking off some of those extra winter pounds and enjoying 

the warmer days.  

 

### 

 











*** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION ***
March 10, 2010

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, March 10, 2010, at 1:00 p.m., in the City-Council
Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska,
on the following items.  For more information, call the Planning
Department, 441-7491.

** PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item
with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”.  Any aggrieved person may appeal Final
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the action of the Planning
Commission. 

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010

[Commissioners Lust and Larson absent]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held February 24, 2010. **APPROVED, 7-0
(Lust and Larson absent)**

1.  CONSENT AGENDA
(Public hearing and Administrative Action):

PERMITS: 
1.1 Special Permit No. 10007, Hamann Meadows Community Unit Plan, for 44

Page attached single-family dwelling units with an adjustment to setbacks, on
01 property generally located at Pioneers Boulevard and Lucile Drive. 

*** FINAL ACTION ***
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated January 13, 2010, as revised on March 5,
2010, 7-0 (Lust and Larson absent).
Resolution No. PC-01193.



1.2 Special Permit No. 10009, for the authority to sell alcoholic beverages for
Page consumption off the premises, on property generally located at N. 48th Street
11 and Huntington Avenue, 2502 N. 48th Street.  *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated February 23, 2010, 7-0 (Lust and Larson
absent).
Resolution No. PC-01194.

1.3 Special Permit No. 10010, for the authority to sell alcoholic beverages for
Page consumption off the premises, on property generally located at N. 84th Street
19 and Northern Lights Drive, 8300 Northern Lights Drive.  

*** FINAL ACTION *** 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated February 23, 2010, 7-0 (Lust and Larson
absent).
Resolution No. PC-01195.

1.4 Special Permit No. 10011, for the authority to sell alcoholic beverages for the
Page consumption off the premises, on property generally located at S. 70th Street
27 and “O” Street, 7045 “O” Street. *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated February 23, 2010, 7-0 (Lust and Larson
absent).
Resolution No. PC-01196.

2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: None.



4.  PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION:

CHANGE OF ZONE WITH RELATED ITEMS:
4.1a Change of Zone No. 10003, from R-5 Residential District to B-3 Commercial

Page District; from R-5 Residential District to O-2 Suburban Office District; from
37 R-2 Residential District to B-3 Commercial District; and from R-2 Residential

District to O-2 Suburban Office District on property generally located at the
northwest corner of S. 16st Street and South Street.
Staff recommendation: Approval, subject to a Conditional Zoning
Agreement
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Staff request for four-week deferral granted, with CONTINUED PUBLIC
HEARING AND ACTION scheduled for April 7, 2010, 1:00 p.m.

4.1b Special Permit No. 10008, for the authority to sell alcoholic beverages for
Page consumption off the premises, on property generally located at S. 16th Street
47 and South Street. *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Staff request for four-week deferral granted, with CONTINUED PUBLIC
HEARING AND ACTION scheduled for April 7, 2010, 1:00 p.m.

4.1c Street & Alley Vacation No. 10002, to vacate the north/south alley generally
Page located at S. 16th Street and South Street.
55 Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan  

Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Staff request for four-week deferral granted, with CONTINUED PUBLIC
HEARING AND ACTION scheduled for April 7, 2010, 1:00 p.m.

PERMITS: 

4.2 Special Permit No. 10005, for a recreational facility, on property generally
Page located at S. 25th Street and Bennet Road. *** FINAL ACTION *** 
59 Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   

Staff Planner: Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated March 1, 2010, 7-0 (Lust and Larson
absent).
Resolution No. PC-01197.



4.3 Special Permit No. 10006, for expansion of a nonconforming use, on
Page property located at 322 N. 29th Street. *** FINAL ACTION ***
79 Staff recommendation: Denial   

Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: DENIED, 7-0 (Lust and Larson
absent).
Resolution No. PC-01198.

* * * * * * * * * *

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *

PENDING LIST: 

1a. Change of Zone No. 09027, from R-3 Residential District to B-2 Planned
Neighborhood Business District, on property generally located at Lucile Drive and
Pioneers Boulevard. 
(1-13-10: Planning Commission voted 9-0 to continue public hearing on April
7, 2010, at the request of the applicant.)

1b. Use Permit No. 125A, an amendment to expand the use permit to allow a garden
center in the B-2 Planned Neighborhood Business District, on property generally
located at Pioneers Boulevard and Lucile Drive. *** FINAL ACTION ***
(1-13-10: Planning Commission voted 9-0 to continue public hearing on April
7, 2010, at the request of the applicant.)



Planning Dept. staff contacts: 

Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager . . 441-6374 . . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Long Range Planning Manager 441-6363 . . ntooze@lincoln.ne.gov  
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6369 . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-5662 . . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Long Range Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6364 . . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike DeKalb, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6370 . . mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7603 . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6373 . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Rashi Jain, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6372 . . rjain@lincoln.ne.gov
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6362 . . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . . . 441-6360 . . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov

* * * * *
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm 








