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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Chapter 6.02 of the Lincoln Municipal Code relating1

Animals, Definitions by amending Section 6.02.030 to include “fowl” in the definition of “animal”;2

amending Section 6.02.130 to amend the definition of “Chief Animal Control Officer” to provide3

that said individual shall have the responsibility and authority for enforcing all provisions of Title4

6 of the Lincoln Municipal Code; amending Section 6.02.160 to more fully define “dangerous dog”;5

adding a new section numbered 6.02.365 to provide a definition for “medical treatment”; amending6

Section 6.02.450 to more fully define “potentially dangerous dog”; amending Section 6.02.490,7

“Run at Large,” to provide that invisible fencing shall not be considered a fence;  adding a new8

section numbered 6.02.495 to provide a definition for “service animal”; repealing Sections 6.02.5009

and 6.02.560, the definitions of “severe injury” and “wound”, respectively, in their entirety; and10

repealing Sections 6.02.030, 6.02.130, 6.02.160, 6.02.450, and 6.02.490 of the Lincoln Municipal11

Code as hitherto existing.12

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:13

Section 1.  That Section 6.02.030 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read14

as follows:15

6.02.030 Animal.16

Animal shall mean any vertebrate member of the animal kingdom excluding man, including17

fowl, but excluding human beings.  18

Section 2.  That Section 6.02.130 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read19

as follows:20

6.02.130 Chief Animal Control Officer.21

Chief animal control officer shall mean the individual designated by the Director to supervise22

animal control officers and other animal control employees, and have responsibility and authority23

for enforcing all provisions of this chapter title.  24
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Section 3.  That Section 6.02.160 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read1

as follows:2

6.02.160 Dangerous Dog.3

(a) Dangerous dog shall mean any dog that:4

 (a) has killed or inflicted severe injury on a human being on public or private property; (b)5
has killed a domestic animal without provocation while the dog was off the owner's property; or (c)6
has been previously determined to be a potentially dangerous dog according to this chapter and such7
dog subsequently and aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic8
animals. Under (a) and (c) herein, the dog shall not be considered a dangerous dog if the conduct9
of the dog in question is directed at a person:10

(1) who, at the time, was committing a willful trespass or any other tort upon the11
property of the owner of the dog;12

(2) who, at the time, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog;13
(3) who has, in the past, been observed or reported to have tormented, abused,14

or assaulted the dog; or15
(4) who, at the time, was committing or attempting to commit a crime against the16

person, against public peace, or relating to property.  17
(1) has killed a human being; 18

(2) has inflicted injury on a human being that required medical treatment; 19

(3) has killed a domestic animal without provocation; or 20

(4) has been previously determined to be a potentially dangerous dog by the Chief21

Animal Control Officer or by another animal control authority, and the dog inflicts an injury on a22

human being that does not require medical treatment, injures a domestic animal, or threatens the23

safety of a human being or domestic animal.24

(b) Exceptions:25

(1) If the dog was not running at large, a dog shall not be defined as a dangerous26

dog under subsection (a)(2) of this section if the human being was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting27

the dog at the time of the injury or has, in the past, been observed or reported to have tormented,28

abused, or assaulted the dog.29
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(2) If the dog was not running at large, a dog shall not be defined as a dangerous1

dog under subsection (a)(4) of this section if the injury, damage, or threat was sustained by a human2

being who, at the time, was committing a willful trespass as defined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §20-203, 28-3

520, or 28-521; was committing any other tort upon the property of the owner of the dog;  was4

tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog; or has, in the past, been observed or reported to have5

tormented, abused, or assaulted the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit a crime.6

(3) A dog shall not be defined as a dangerous dog under subsection (a) of this7

section if the dog is a police animal as defined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §28-1008.8

Section 4.  That Chapter 6.02 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended by adding9

a new section numbered 6.02.365 to read as follows:10

6.02.365 Medical Treatment.11

Medical treatment shall mean treatment administered by a physician or other licensed health12

care professional that results in sutures or surgery, or treatment for one or more broken bones.13

Section 5.  That Section 6.02.450 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read14

as follows:15

6.02.450 Potentially Dangerous Dog.16

Potentially dangerous dog shall mean:17

(a) Any dog that when unprovoked18

(1) inflicts a wound on a human or injures a domestic animal either on public or19

private property, or an injury on a human being that does not require medical treatment;20

(2) injures a domestic animal; or21

(23) chases or approaches a person upon streets, sidewalks, or any public grounds in22

an outward appearance of aggressive or dangerous behavior; or  human being in a menacing fashion23

or apparent attitude of attack.24

(b) Any specific dog with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack when25

unprovoked, to cause injury, or to threaten the safety of a humans being or domestic animals.26
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Section 6.  That Section 6.02.490 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read1

as follows:2

6.02.490 Run at Large.3

Run at large shall include any animal that is not under the actual control of its owner.  An4

animal shall not be considered under the actual control of its owner unless on a leash, cord, or chain5

which is securely fastened or picketed in a manner sufficient to keep the animal on the premises6

where picketed, or on a leash, cord, or chain of six feet or less in length physically held by the owner7

or confined within a receptacle, enclosed vehicle, fenced enclosure or shelter or within the real8

property limits of the owner and in the owner's presence and under direct and effective voice control.9

Invisible fencing shall not be considered a fence for purposes of this title.10

Section 7.  That Chapter 6.02 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended by adding11

a new section numbered 6.02.495 to read as follows:12

6.02.495 Service Animal.13

Service animal shall have the same meaning as in 28 C.F.R. 36.104, as amended.14

Section 8.  That Section 6.02.500 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is15

hereby repealed.16

6.02.500 Severe Injury.17

Severe injury shall mean any physical injury to a person that results in disfiguring lacerations18

requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery, or one or more broken bones, or that creates a19

potential danger to the life or health of the victim.  20

Section 9.  That Section 6.02.560 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is21

hereby repealed.22

6.02.560 Wound.23

Wound shall mean any injury to a person not included within the definition of severe injury.24

Section10.  That Sections 6.02.030, 6.02.130, 6.02.160, 6.02.450, and 6.02.490 of25

the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing be and the same are hereby repealed.26
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Section 11.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after1

passage and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the2

City, according to law.3

Introduced by:

____________________________________

Approved as to Form & Legality:

_________________________________
City Attorney

Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2010:

_______________________________________
Mayor


