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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Chapter 6.08 of the Lincoln Municipal Code relating1

Dogs by amending Section 6.08.020 and 6.08.030 to remove the specific penalty provisions for these2

sections; amending Section 6.08.060 to increase the license fee for all dogs to $50.00; repealing3

Section 6.08.065 related to requirements to qualify as a service dog and license exemption;4

repealing Sections 6.08.090 (Revocation of License), 6.08.130 (Dogs Running at Large), 6.08.1605

(Barking, Howling or Yelping Dogs), 6.08.250 (Holding Impounded Dogs), 6.08.260 (Shelter Fee;6

Release from Shelter), and 6.08.280 (Impounding Time Limit) in their entirety as said provisions7

are  cumulative with other sections of Title 6 of the Lincoln Municipal Code; amending Section8

6.08.350 to change the minimum penalties for violations of the provisions of Chapter 6.08 of the9

Lincoln Municipal Code; and repealing Sections 6.08.020, 6.08.030, 6.08.060, and 6.08.350 of the10

Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.11

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:12

Section 1.  That Section 6.08.020 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read13

as follows:14

6.08.020 Vaccination Against Rabies Required; Vaccination Tag.  15

Any person within the city owning a dog shall have such dog vaccinated against rabies with16

a licensed vaccine as approved by the Nebraska State Department of Health. All dogs shall be17

vaccinated against rabies commencing at three months of age and the vaccination shall be repeated18

at fifteen months; and a booster vaccination shall be given triennially thereafter.  Unvaccinated dogs19

acquired or moved into the City of Lincoln must be vaccinated within thirty days after purchase or20

arrival, unless under three months of age.  It shall be the duty of every veterinarian, at the time of21

vaccinating any dog, to provide a copy of the rabies vaccination certificate to the Director and to22

provide a rabies vaccination tag to the owner.  The rabies vaccination tag shall be attached to and23

kept upon the collar or harness of the dog.  24
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Any person convicted of violating this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor1

and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not2

to exceed six months or by a fine in a sum not more than $500.00, recoverable with costs, or both3

such fine and imprisonment, except that each person so convicted shall be fined in a sum of not less4

than $50.00 for the first offense; not less than $75.00 for a second offense; and not less than $100.005

for the third offense and each offense thereafter. 6

Section 2.  That Section 6.08.030 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read7

as follows:8

6.08.030 License Required.  9

It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to own a dog over six months of age10

without procuring a license for such dog as provided in this chapter. Any person convicted of11

violating this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall12

be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not to exceed six months or by a fine13

in a sum not more than $500.00, recoverable with costs, or both such fine and imprisonment, except14

that each person so convicted shall be fined in a sum of not less than $50.00 for the first offense; not15

less than $75.00 for a second offense; and not less than $100.00 for the third offense and each16

offense thereafter.  Each day that this violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct17

offense and shall be punishable as such.  The penalties herein provided shall be cumulative with and18

in addition to any penalty or forfeiture in this chapter.  19

Section 3.  That Section 6.08.060 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read20

as follows:21

6.08.060 License Fee.  22

(a) The license fee for all dogs shall be the sum of thirty-four dollars $50.00; provided,23

however, the license fee for all spayed female dogs and neutered male dogs shall be the sum of24

seventeen dollars $19.00 each. Further provided, the license fee for a dog owned by an individual25

sixty-two years of age or older shall be the sum of twenty-eight dollars $30.00, or fourteen dollars26

$16.00 if the dog is a spayed female or a neutered male. Unless previously licensed as spayed or27
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neutered, a dog shall be so licensed only if the license fee is accompanied by a statement signed by1

a veterinarian describing such dog and verifying the fact that such dog has been spayed or neutered.2

(b) In addition to the license fee, any expired license which is renewed later than the3

expiration date shall not be renewed or issued until the following late fee has been paid by the4

owner:5

Received later than thirty days after license expiration,6
 but before sixty days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5.007

Received sixty days or more after license expiration,8
but before ninety days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.009

Received ninety days or more after license expiration . . . . . . . . . . $15.0010

For new licenses, the owner shall be liable for a late fee according to the above schedule if11

the owner fails to license the animal within thirty days of the date the animal attains the age of six12

months.13

No late fee shall be charged on new licenses if the owner submits proof of purchase or14

acquisition of the dog within the preceding thirty days; or the owner has moved into the city within15

the preceding thirty days. 16

Section 4.  That Section 6.08.065 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is17

hereby repealed.18

6.08.065 License Fee; Exceptions.19
Every dog guide, hearing aid dog, and service dog shall be licensed as otherwise required20

in this chapter, except that the license fee shall be waived upon a showing that the dog is a graduate21
of a recognized training school for dog guides, hearing aid dogs, or service dogs.  Upon the22
retirement or discontinuance of the dog as a guide dog, hearing aid dog, or service dog, the owner23
shall, beginning with the next license renewal, be liable for the payment of the license fee provided24
in Section 6.08.060. 25

Section 5.  That Section 6.08.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is26

hereby repealed.27

6.08.090 Revocation of Dog License.  28
The Director may revoke or refuse to issue a dog license for a one year period to any person29

who has been convicted of seven or more violations of this chapter or Chapter 6.12 during any30
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twelve month period.  The Director may impound any dog owned by such person, and dispose of1
such dog according to Lincoln Municipal Code Section 6.08.250, except that the person under the2
order of revocation shall not be allowed to redeem the dog.  Any decision of the Director under the3
provisions of this section may be appealed within ten days of the Director's decision to the City-4
County Health Board by filing a notice of appeal with the Director.  The Health Board shall hear and5
render a decision in this matter.  The disposition of any dog shall be stayed during the pendency of6
such appeal.7

Section 6.  That Section 6.08.130 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is8
hereby repealed.9

6.08.130 Dogs Running at Large.10

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to let such dog run at large, whether licensed11
or not, at any time within the city, and any dog found to be running at large may be impounded by12
the Director as in this chapter provided, or if the residence of the owner of such dog is determined13
by the capturing animal control officer before such dog is delivered to the animal shelter, such dog14
may be delivered to the owner upon said owner’s written acceptance of delivery upon a form to be15
provided by the Director. If such dog is so delivered to the owner, an impoundment fee as required16
by Section 6.08.260 shall be paid by the owner to the Director within five days of delivery, and17
failure to pay said fee shall constitute a separate violation of this section.18

The Director shall not release any such dog from being impounded until the owner of said19
dog shall have obtained a license as provided in this chapter.20

Section 7.  That Section 6.08.160 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is21
hereby repealed.22

6.08.160 Barking, Howling, or Yelping Dogs.  23
It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, or harbor any dog which by loud, continued,24

or frequent barking, howling, or yelping shall annoy or disturb any neighborhood, person, or25
persons.  Provided, however, this section shall not apply to the humane society or the business26
premises of licensed veterinarians.27

Any person convicted of violating this provision shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall28
be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not to exceed three months or by a fine29
in a sum not more than $500.00, recoverable with costs, or both such fine and imprisonment, except30
that each person so convicted shall be fined in a sum of not less than $50.00 for the first offense; not31
less than $75.00 for a second offense; and not less than $100.00 for the third offense and each32
offense thereafter.  33

Section 8.  That Section 6.08.250 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is34
hereby repealed.35

6.08.250 Holding Impounded Dogs.  36
(a) The Director shall notify the owner of any dog impounded, regardless of reason for37

impounding, if such owner's identity and address can be ascertained by the Director upon reasonable38
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investigation, within twenty-four hours after such dog is impounded under any of the provisions of1
this chapter.  The notice shall inform the owner that the dog has been impounded and the purpose2
or reason for such impounding.  Notice of impoundment of any animal, including any significant3
marks of identification, shall be posted at the pound within twenty-four hours after such animal is4
impounded, as public notification of impoundment.5

(b) Any dog not properly licensed or found running at large may be impounded by the6
Director.  All dogs impounded because of not being properly licensed or for running at large shall7
be held by the Director for not less than seventy-two hours, unless sooner redeemed or released as8
hereinafter provided; and if not so redeemed or released at the expiration of the time limit of9
seventy-two hours, may be destroyed in a humane manner unless in the judgment of the Director a10
suitable home may be found for such dog. 11

(c) Any properly licensed dog found outside the owner's premises which is not wearing12
a valid rabies vaccination tag for such dog may be impounded by the Director.  All dogs impounded13
for the lack of a valid rabies vaccination tag only shall be held by the Director for not less than 12014
hours, unless sooner redeemed or released as hereinafter provided, and if not so redeemed or re-15
leased at the expiration of the time limit of 120 hours may be destroyed in a humane manner, unless16
in the judgment of the Director a suitable home may be found for such dog. 17

(d) Any dog may be impounded by the Director as is necessary and appropriate in18
accordance with this title.19

(e) In the event said Director shall find a suitable home for such dog within the corporate20
limits of the city, the person taking such dog shall first present to said Director a license and metallic21
tag for that particular dog as provided for hereinbefore in this chapter, and shall also furnish proof22
of inoculation for rabies as provided in Section 6.08.260 hereof. 23

(f) The humane society, or like institution with whom the City Council has contracted24
to enforce the provisions of this chapter, may hold any dog impounded in the animal shelter after25
the expiration of the time limit as set by this section for the purpose of finding a suitable home for26
such dog.  No such dog shall be released until the new owner has procured a license and metallic27
tag for such dog under the provisions of this chapter.  The proceeds of any sale of any such dog may28
be retained by the humane society. 29

(g) Any impounded dog placed with a new owner shall be neutered within fifteen days30
after release from impoundment, except for dogs under six months of age.  Payment for neutering31
shall be collected at the time of release and shall be forwarded to a licensed veterinarian upon32
presentation of a statement signed by the veterinarian and the owner stating that the surgery has been33
performed. 34

(h) The owner of any dog which is impounded and destroyed under this chapter shall be35
held responsible for payment of the impoundment fee set out in Section 6.08.260, or the expense36
incident to the impoundment for observation required by Section 6.08.230, and failure to pay such37
fee or expense to the Director within fifteen days after destruction of such dog shall constitute a38
violation of the chapter.39

Section 9.  That Section 6.08.260 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is40
hereby repealed.41

6.08.260 Shelter Fee; Release from Shelter.  42
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Any dog held or impounded in the animal shelter because of a violation of any of the1
provisions of this chapter shall be released to the owner thereof by the Director upon presentation2
of the following:3

(a) Proof of ownership of such dog; 4
(b) A license for the current year showing that such dog has been properly licensed; 5
(c) Proof either in the form of a certificate issued and signed by a licensed veterinarian,6

or other person authorized by law to administer rabies inoculation, that such dog has been properly7
inoculated for rabies as required by Section 6.08.040, or by depositing a rabies vaccination fee with8
the Director to be forwarded to the veterinarian upon presentment of a valid rabies vaccination9
certificate for such dog, in which case the owner's failure to obtain a valid rabies vaccination10
certificate and tag within five days shall constitute a violation of this section; and 11

(d) Payment of the daily boarding cost plus the impoundment fee as set out below: 12
First impoundment per animal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00;13
Second impoundment per animal within 14

12 months of the first impoundment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00;15
Third impoundment per animal within 16

12 months of the first impoundment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75.00;17
Fourth and all ensuing impoundments 18

per animal within 12 months of the19
first impoundment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 times20

each prior and subsequent impoundment;21
(e) In addition, the Director shall require proof of surgical sterilization or a deposit to22

secure sterilization for any one dog that has been impounded two or more times for violations of this23
chapter according to Animal Control records.  Such proof or deposit shall be provided prior to the24
release of the impounded dog as follows:  (1) for proof of surgical sterilization, the owner shall25
provide a current written statement signed by a licensed veterinarian that the dog so impounded is26
surgically sterile; (2) for a deposit to secure sterilization, the owner shall provide a spaying or27
neutering deposit to the Director accompanied by forms provided by the Director.  The Director28
shall release the deposit only upon proof in the form of a written statement signed by a licensed29
veterinarian that the dog so impounded has been surgically spayed or neutered within fifteen days30
from the date of the deposit.  The Director may release the deposit to the veterinarian who performed31
the surgical sterilization upon the signature of the owner expressly authorizing such release.  If the32
owner shall fail to have such dog spayed or neutered within fifteen days from the date of the deposit,33
such deposit shall be forfeited.34

The owner shall remain responsible for all penalties for violation of any of the provisions35
of this chapter.  All dogs which have remained in the shelter seventy-two hours without being36
claimed or released may be destroyed in a humane manner, except as otherwise provided in this37
chapter.  38

Section 10.  That Section 6.08.280 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same39
is hereby repealed.40

6.08.280 Impounding Time Limit.  41
It shall be unlawful for the Director to destroy, or cause or permit to be destroyed, any dog42

impounded until the expiration of impounding time limit of seventy-two hours, except that the43
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Director may, when a dog so impounded has been examined by a licensed veterinarian and found1
by such veterinarian to be suffering from an injury or disease from which recovery is doubtful, de-2
stroy such dog in a humane manner.  3

Section 11.  That Section 6.08.350 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to4

read as follows:5

6.08.350 Penalty for Violations.  6

(a) Unless otherwise provided, any person upon whom a duty is placed by the provisions7

of this chapter who shall fail, neglect, or refuse to perform such duty, or who shall violate any of the8

provisions of this chapter, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof9

shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not to exceed three months or by10

a fine in a sum not more than $500.00, recoverable with costs, or both, except that each person so11

convicted shall be fined in a sum of not less than $35.00 $100.00 for the first offense, not less than12

$50.00 $200.00 for a second offense, and not less than $100.00 $300.00 for the third offense and13

each offense thereafter.14

(b) Each day that a violation of any section in this chapter continues shall constitute a15

separate and distinct offense and shall be punishable as such.  The penalties herein provided shall16

be cumulative with and in addition to any penalty or forfeiture elsewhere in this chapter provided.17

Section 12.  That Sections 6.08.020, 6.08.030, 6.08.060, and 6.08.350 of the Lincoln18

Municipal Code as hitherto existing be and the same are hereby repealed.19

Section 13.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after20

passage and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the21

City, according to law.22

Introduced by:

____________________________________

Approved as to Form & Legality:

________________________________
City Attorney

Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2010:

_______________________________________
Mayor


