
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
 MONDAY, JULY 26, 2010

I. CITY CLERK
    

II. MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE TO COUNCIL

MAYOR   
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor’s proposed budget maintains core services. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents June Award of Excellence to a team from StarTran,

Colin Clark and Toni Kent. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to welcome Special Olympics torch to Lincoln. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Open house set on road improvements. Construction to begin

Monday, July 19. 
5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference, Thursday, July 15, at

9:30 a.m., at the entrance to the Haymarket Parking Garage, 9th and Q Streets, to
announce new downtown parking initiatives. 

6. NEWS RELEASE. Parking initiatives include first hour free in garages. 
Received Week of July 26, 2010
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference on Tuesday, July 20,

2010, 10:00 a.m., in Room 303 of the County-City Building, to announce development
on City employee retirement match and to give a budget update. 

2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor’s proposed budget changes. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Three City unions agree to lower retirement match.  
4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and Parks Director Johnson will discuss the collapse

of a pedestrian bridge in Wilderness Park at a news conference today at 2:15 p.m. at 555
S. 10th Street, in Room 303.

5. NEWS RELEASE. EMS interfund loan paid off.
6. NEWS RELEASE. No injuries in structural failure of Wilderness Park bridge.
7. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will make announcement about the Emergency

Medical Services (EMS) fund at a news conference on Thursday, July 22nd, 555 S. 10th

Street, in Room 303.  
8. Washington Report, July 16, 2010.

WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY (JPA)     Week of July 26, 2010
1. Agenda (Corrected) for meeting on Thursday, July 22, 2010, 3:00 p.m., at 555 S. 10th

Street, in Council Chambers.   

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS     Week of July 26, 2010
1. Meeting agenda for Thursday, July 29, 2010. 



 

-2-

DIRECTORS

CITY LIBRARIES       Week of July 26, 2010
1. Letter from Pat Leach, Library Director, submitting applications received by the Library

Board of Trustees from persons interested in being appoint4ed to the Library Board.  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Heat advisory alert. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. City of Lincoln Historic Preservation Commission meeting agenda for Thursday, July

15, 2010.
2. The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission meeting agenda for Thursday, July 15,

2010.
3. Administrative Amendments approved by the Planning Director from July 6, 2010

through July 12, 2010. 
Week of July 26, 2010
1. Administrative Amendment No. 10040 to Special Permit No.1988B, approved by the

Planning Director on July 14, 2010. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
2. Action by the Planning Commission, July 14, 2010. 
3. Final Action, July 14, 2010.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. ADVISORY. “A” Street; 70th Street - Imperial Drive stimulus project.    
2. ADVISORY. Arterial rehabilitation project #540014. “A” Street; 27th Street - Capitol

Parkway. 
3. ADVISORY. Sidewalk repair advisory. Neighborhood sidewalk repair project. Near

South Neighborhood. 24th Street - 27th Street, South Street - A Street, Project #702368. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/STAR TRAN       Week of July 26, 2010
1. Reply to Loralee Cartner (Correspondence from Citizens to Council: Week of July 26,

2010, #1) regarding forwarding testimony, with attachment, to the StarTranAdvisory
Board for review on budget recommendations.  

2. Memo from Greg MacLean, Director of Public Works & Utilities, responding to
questions and comments received during budget presentation for StarTran, with
attachments:
a) Worksheet providing historical breakdownof ridership by user revenue category; and 
b)  Workers Comp report of claims. 

3. Reply to Fred Carter (Correspondence from Citizens to Council: Week of July 26, 2010,
#27) regarding Mr. Carter’s input on the Mayor’s proposed budget, specifically StarTran. 



 

-3-

III. COUNCIL RFI’S AND CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

JON CAMP    Week of July 26, 2010
1. Letter from the Gardners listing suggestions for areas in which the City budget could be

reduced. 
2. Reply from Trish Owen, Deputy Chief of Staff, on Councilman Camp’s question on how

much ROW has been acquired for the South Beltway project by the State of Nebraska. 
3. Memo to Fire Chief Ford regarding the purchase of parkas over a two year period.
4. Memo to Fire Chief Ford on the budget discussion of lease purchase of ambulances.    
5. Response to #3 above from Purchasing Agent Vince Mejer on the Fire Department’s

purchase of parkas. 
a) Response, thank you, to Mr. Mejer on his quick reply.

6. Reply from Niles Ford, Fire Chief, regarding lease purchase of ambulances.
7. Memo to Steve Hubka, Budget Officer, regarding Development Services Center budget

information, with responding correspondence.

DOUG EMERY
1. Letter from Court Monroe showing support for the proposed gun range at the Helen Boosalis

Park. 
Week of July 26, 2010
1. Letter from Tom Moloney. Proposed reduction of the Lincoln Police Department Public

Service Officers (PSO’s) is of great concern and a step backward for the City of Lincoln.

ADAM HORNUNG     Week of July 26, 2010
1. Letter from Larry Sims regarding the current City Council policies on bicycle trails and bike

lanes on city streets. 

JOHN SPATZ       Week of July 26, 2010
1. Letter from Ruth Jensen regarding deteriorating buildings. 

 
IV. MISCELLANEOUS

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. Letter from Marilynn Andreasoen stating reasons why the nine Public Service Officers

should retain their positions. (Each Council Member received individual letter)
2. Letter from William Lewis highly suggesting that the City of Lincoln retain the Public

Service Officers. (Each Council Member received individual letter) 
3. Message from Russell Irwin, President of Clinton Neighborhood Organization, urging the

Mayor and City Council to restore the Forester position and the two Arborist positions in
the City’s budget. 

4. Letter from Amy Greving strongly opposing elimination of the City Forester and two
Certified Arborist positions. 

5. Letter from John McGreer asking how is it a savings for Lincoln to replace the Public
Service Officers? It will dilute the ranks of the Lincoln Police and decrease the abilities of
an already strained Police Department.(Each Council Member received letter)
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6. Email from Deb Catherall requesting reconsideration of eliminating bus routes which help
people get to work, school, and shopping.

7. Email from Keith Dubas opposing the Mayor’s proposal to cut the City Forester and
arborists in the City’s budget. 

8. Letter from Carrie Erks stating reasons why the nine (9) Public Service Officers positions
should not be eliminated.   

9. Email from Darryll and Theresa Pederson stating reasons why the City Forester and the
Arboretum positions should not be eliminated due to safety reasons and the well being of
the City of Lincoln.

      10. Email from June Russell writing in support of the positions of City Forester and certified
Arborist. Need positions to fight the infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in the
next one to three years. 

      11. Email from Dan Russell in support of maintaining the position of the City Forester and the
two Arborist positions, and stating reasons why Lincoln needs their experience.  

      12. InterLinc correspondence from Todd Cuddy in support of StarTran. Riders should be
rewarded not punished with eliminated routes and reduced service. 

      13. InterLinc correspondence from Roxanne Juracek regarding the fire and rescue response
times in Lincoln. Did give a personal experience.  

      Received Week of July 26, 2010
1. Memo from Loralee Carter on the 56th and 57th neighborhood StarTran bus routes.

1b) Written public testimony from Loralee Carter listing reasons to save the StarTran 56
Neighborhood South and 57 Neighborhood North bus routes. 

2. Email from Jane Hoffer requesting Lincoln keeps the City Forester and Arborist positions
intact. We are Tree City, USA.

3. Email from Dennis Keim Find other budgets to decrease instead of the City Forester, City
Arborists, StarTran routes and raising StarTran pricing. 

4. Email from Rick Prevett. Appreciate knowledge and expertise of the City Forester and City
Arborists. Best interest of the City of Lincoln to retain these positions. 

5. Email from Kathy Benecke. When working on the dog ordinance, make the owner
responsible for the dogs welfare.

6. Letter from Dennis Gartner. Please fight to save the City Forester and Arborists jobs.(Each
Council Member received individual letter)

7. Letter from Lelia M. Coyne. Personal plea that the City Forester and Arborists positions
not be eliminated by the Mayor’s budget, giving numerous reasons.      

8. Email from Tony Primavera. Even with finding a SaveLincolnTrees.com flyer on door
agrees with Mayor Beutler and his budget position regarding the Forester and Arborists
positions. 

9. Email from Shannon Cummins. Concerned over Mayor Beutler’s decision to not fund the
Forester and Arborists positions in the City. 

      10. Email from Jean Lewis. Do not cut the Arborist job for the City of Lincoln. 
      11. Email from Deborah Schellhorn. Vote against the proposed budget cuts to eliminate the

City Forester and two Arborists.
      12. Telephone message from Alan More. In favor of the dog ordinance but not in favor of

microchipping dogs with only one incident. 
      13. Telephone message from Janet Day. Retain the positions of the City Forester and Arborists.
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      14. Email from Cathy Plager regarding the Willard Community Center budget cut. Please don’t
cut funding without allowing the Center time to transition to self sufficiency. 

      15. Email from Bob Reeves, Clinton Neighborhood Organization. The Lincoln Neighborhood
Alliance voted to support retaining the position of City Forester as well as the two
Arborists. 

      16. Email from Bob Reeves suggesting City and County officials meet and discuss raising
property taxes, giving options on how these entities could work together to maintain the
high quality of life in this City and County. 

      17. Email fro Anne Rickover in support of keeping our City Forester and professional Arborist
positions. 

      18. Email from Russell Miller for the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance, suggesting a list of
deferred City items be in the proposed City budget. 

      19. Email from Russell Miller, Chairman of the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance. The City
needs a tax increase to maintain Lincoln’s infrastructure. 

      20. Telephone message from Sabrina Russo in support of keeping the City Forester and the
City Arborists positions. Need their expertise on numerous levels. 

      21. Email from Karina Reinke giving reasons why not to eliminate the City Forester and two
Certified Arborists.      

      22. Letter from the Arbor Day Foundation, John Rosenow, Chief Executive, stating reasons
why Lincoln needs, and receives much in return, from the City’s professional forestry
staff.(Each Member received individual letter)

      23. Letter from Maggie Stuckey writing in support of the City’s Community Forestry Program.
(Each Member received individual letter)

      24. Letter from Don Nelson with suggestions for budget. 
      25. Email from Jodi Barg Carefully consider the need for the Neighborhood South bus route,

and do not cut in the budget. 
      26. Email from Paula Rayburn regarding the Willard Community Center. Do not cut services

from the Willard Center as it is a positive, safe place for teens in the neighborhood.
      27. Email from Fred Carter on cutting the Neighborhood South 56 bus route and the 57

Neighborhood North bus route. Do not eliminate these two routes as Lincoln needs for
students, working class, elderly/retired, handicapped individuals, and shoppers with no
other means of transportation. 

      28. Telephone messages:
a) Alice Timm. Do consider retaining the Forester and Arborists positions.
b) Eleanor Stratton. Keep the City Forester and the Arborists positions.      

      29. Letter from the Witherbee Neighborhood Association opposing the Mayor’s proposed cuts
to the Community Forestry Department. (Each Council Member received individual letter)

      30. Letter with article from Ben Cohoon. Do not cut the Lincoln tree program.(Each Council
Member received individual letter)     

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT     
 F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\DA072610.wpd

















 

CONGRESS 
Financial services bill provides rare victory in 
Congress.  The Senate this week approved a 
conference report to a comprehensive 
financial services bill, sending the measure to 
the President for his signature.  After weeks 
of negotiations, bill supporters were able to 
secure the support of Republican Senators 
Scott Brown of Massachusetts and Olympia 
Snowe and Susan Collins of Maine, who 
provided the votes necessary to end a 
Republican filibuster of the measure. 
 
Party leaders on each side believe that the 
bills’ passage will provide benefits in the 
November elections.  Democrats see it as a 
message that Congress was serious about 
addressing loopholes in financial services 
regulation that allowed the Wall Street crisis, 
while Republicans warned that the bill was 
too far-reaching and would create an 
unnecessary level of bureaucracy. 
 
Meanwhile, the House, and even the Senate, 
surprised many observers this week by 
continuing to move ahead with consideration 
of FY 2011 appropriations bills in committee.  
Most believed that the Senate in particular 
would wait until the fall, or even until after 
November elections to consider their 
spending measures, given protracted political 
debates that are expected over the measures 
in that chamber.  See related items below 
concerning individual spending bills 
considered this week 
 
A preview of those battles occurred in the 
Senate Appropriations Committee this week, 
a venue that is usually known for its 
bipartisanship.  When Democrats moved to 
accept an overall FY 2011 spending limit that 
is $7 billion less than proposed by President 
Obama, Republicans pressed for more 
reductions.  Democrats agreed to meet the 
GOP half-way and agreed to $14 billion less 

than the White House, with the difference 
coming exclusively from Defense Department 
programs. 
 
While these savings may seem like large 
numbers, they are miniscule in comparison to 
the $3 trillion annual budget and $1 trillion 
federal deficit.  Discretionary programs 
comprise less than a quarter of the nation’s 
annual spending, but the focus of most 
“deficit hawks” in Congress continues to be 
on squeezing more and more savings from 
this relatively small pot.  However, the great 
majority of federal spending is tied up in 
entitlement programs and tax cuts/loopholes. 
 
Now that the financial services bill is 
complete, Senate leaders hope to focus their 
attention on a FY 2010 supplemental 
appropriations bill (HR 4899) for overseas 
military operations and domestic disaster 
response.  At this time, Republicans, and 
some Democrats, are objecting to provisions 
added to the bill by the House, such as $10 
billion to states for hiring and rehiring of 
teachers.  The bill approved by the House 
also includes a provision that would require 
states and local governments to enter into 
collective bargaining agreements with public 
safety employees (see July 1 Washington 
Report for additional details). 
 
The Senate also hopes to find time to debate a 
measure (HR 5297) to create new small 
business loan programs next week (see June 
18 Washington Report for additional details), 
as well as a jobs and tax measure (HR 4213) 
that has been pending in that chamber for 
several weeks.  The jobs and tax measure 
includes an extension of the popular Build 
America Bonds program, as well as the 
Recovery Zone Bonds program, while also 
providing $1 billion in capital for the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 
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The House – having already approved a 
number of priority measures that are 
stalled in the Senate – will stand ready to 
act on any activity from that chamber that 
comes their way. 
 
HOUSING  
Financial services legislation includes 
creation of NSP-3.  Comprehensive 
financial services legislation (HR 4173) 
that was cleared for the President by 
Congress this week includes the creation of 
another round of the Neighborhood 
Stabilization program (NSP) at the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.  The NSP was designed in 
2008 to assist states and local governments 
in addressing high rates of foreclosure in 
their communities. 
 
The $1 billion in the financial services bill 
for the NSP would represent the third 
round of the program.  The measure gives 
HUD two months to develop a formula to 
spend the money, indicating that Congress 
prefers the formula distribution method 
used in the $4 billion NSP-1 to the 
competitive round that was used in the $2 
billion NSP-2.  A number of CDBG 
entitlement communities across the 
country were upset that they did not 
receive a direct formula allocation in NSP-
1, as HUD decided to set a $2 million 
threshold for direct allocations and send 
the rest of the funds through the states. 
 
Additional information on the NSP 
program may be found on the HUD 
website at http://bit.ly/dloBmv 
 
FLOOD INSURANCE 
House clears reauthorization of National 
Flood Insurance Program.  By a vote of 
320-90, the House passed legislation that 
would reauthorize the National Flood 
Insurance Program through FY 2015.  The 
bill also includes a number of reforms to 
the program designed to improve its fiscal 
health and to provide some transition to 
property owners in areas affected by newly 
redrawn flood maps. 
 
First created in 1968, the Program provides 
the bulk of the nation’s flood insurance 
policies.  Recent disasters, most notably 
Hurricane Katrina, have pushed the 
program to the brink of insolvency and it 
still owes $20 billion to the General Fund 
of the Treasury.  Under the bill, current 
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insurance rates would be allowed to 
increase by up to 20 percent each year, 
up from the current cap of 10 percent per 
year.  In an effort to address concerns 
that a combination of improved mapping 
technology and more stringent levee 
inspections have created many areas 
defined as high risk for floods, the bill 
would delay for five years the 
requirement that property owners in such 
areas obtain flood insurance.  Flood 
insurance rates for those areas would 
then be gradually phased-in during a 
subsequent five year period. 
 
The bill now goes to the Senate, which 
has yet to take any action on this issue. 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
Senate panel approves Homeland 
Security appropriations bill. The Senate 
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e 
subcommittee cleared a bill for FY 2011 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) funding. The Subcommittee bill 
totals $43.79 billion, $1 billion above 
FY 2010 levels and $100 million less 
than approved for FY 2011 by a House 
subcommittee. 
 
Committee recommendations for 
selected programs, with difference from 
FY 2010 levels and House FY 2011 
levels in parentheses: 
 
• $950 million for the State Homeland 

Security Grant Program (same as 
FY 2010 and House) 

• $950 million for the Urban Area 
Security Initiative (+$63m; +43m 
House) 

• $350 million for rail and transit 
security (+$50m House and FY11) 

• $350 million for port security 
(+$50m House and FY11) 

• $390 million for Assistance to 
Firefighter Grants (same as FY 
2010; -$30m House) 

• $420 million for SAFER firefighter 
hiring grants (same as FY11 and 
House) 

 
T h e  H o u s e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security 
approved their FY 2011 spending 
measure late last month (see June 25 
issue). Both subcommittee bills now 
await markup by their respective full 
Appropriations Committee. 

HUMAN SERVICES 
House panel approves FY 2011 HHS 
spending.  The Labor, Health and 
Human Services and Education 
Subcommit tee o f the  House 
Appropriations Committee approved its 
FY 2011 spending bill this week.   The 
bill is the largest non-defense annual 
appropriations bills (at approximately 
$700 billion, the Defense measure is by 
far the largest of the annual 
appropriations bills) and it funds a wide 
array of government operations, ranging 
from museum and library grants to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics to the 
sprawling National Institutes of Health.   
The bill’s size is matched by the 
controversy that often surrounds it, with 
the bill annually providing an 
opportunity for debate on hot button 
social issues. 
 
Overall, the bill approved by the 
Subcommittee would spend $176 billion, 
$12.6 billion more than its FY 2010 
counterpart but $1.5 billion less than 
what the Administration proposed.   
Although extensive details are not yet 
available, a review of summary tables 
shows that most programs of interest to 
local governments would see modest 
increases or level funding under the bill.  
Highlights at the Department of Health 
and Human Services (with comparison 
to FY 2010 in parentheses) include: 
 
• $8.1 billion for Head Start (+ $866 

million), 
• $5.1 billion for the Low-Income 

Home Energy Assistance Program 
(same), 

• $800 million for the Community 
Services Block Grant (+ $100 
million), 

• $831 million for Refugee & Entrant 
Assistance (+ $100 million) and 

• $2.8 billion for the Child Care & 
Development Block Grant (+ $700 
million). 

 
The next step for the bill is the full 
Appropriations Committee, but no 
consideration has been scheduled to 
date. 
 
  
 
 
 



 

JOB TRAINING 
House panel approves FY 2011 Labor and 
Education spending.  The Labor, Health & 
Human Services and Education 
S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  H o u s e 
Appropriations Committee approved its 
FY 2011 funding bill for those 
departments.  Overall, funding for 
programs at the Department of Labor and 
the Department of Education would see 
modest increases or level funding. 
 
The measure bill would increase funding 
for core Workforce Investment Act job 
training programs (Adult Block Grant, 
Youth Block Grant, Displaced Workers) 
by $373 to $4.202 billion.   The bill would 
also provide a small increase to Job Corps, 
which would receive $1.719 billion, $11 
million more than in FY 2010. 
 
At the Department of Education, funding 
for 21st Century Learning Centers, which 
provides grants for after school programs, 
would increase by $35 million to $1.2 
billion.  However, the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services would see its funding 
decrease by $16 million to $266 million. 
 
The bill now awaits consideration in the 
full House Appropriations Committee, 
although it is unclear when, or if, such a 
session will be scheduled in the near 
future. 
 
ARTS AND RECREATION 
House bill would provide permanent 
funding for the LWCF and Historic 
Preservation programs.  Legislation (HR 
3534) approved this week by the House 
Natural Resources Committee would 
provide a permanent source of funding for 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) and the National Historic 
Preservation Fund (NHP) until 2040. 
 
The legislation is designed to implement 
reforms in the national offshore and 
onshore oil and natural gas leasing 
programs.  The LWCF is designed to 
promote federal, state and local 
conservation and recreation programs and 
was authorized by Congress at $900 
million annually, with the intent that 
proceeds from oil and natural gas leases 
would be used to finance the program each 
year.  However, Congress has never come 
close to funding the program at its 
authorized level. 
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HR 3534 would extend the authorization 
of the LWCF through FY 2040 and 
provide $900 million to the program 
annually from Outer Continental Shelf 
drilling royalties without the need for 
further appropriations. 
 
In the case of the Historic Preservation 
Program the bill would also extend the 
authorization through FY 2040 and 
guarantee $150 million annually without 
the need for further appropriations. 
 
The next step for this legislation is the 
House floor, although no date has been 
scheduled for it consideration.  The 
Senate is also considering similar 
legislation (S 3516) to reform the oil and 
natural gas drilling process, and it may 
ultimately be included in an 
energy/climate change bill being crafted 
by Senate leadership at this time. 
 
While S 3516 in its current form does 
not contain any language regarding the 
LWCF or HPF, Senator Mark Udall (D-
CO) has indicated his interest in 
including a provision that would fully 
fund LWCF in the measure. 
 
NUTRITION 
House committee clears expansion of 
child nutrition programs.  The House 
Education and Labor Committee 
approved legislation (HR 5504) that 
would increase authorized spending on 
federal child nutrition programs by 
approximately $8 billion a year over the 
next decade. 
 
In addition to increased funding, HR 
5504 would make a broad array of 
changes designed to increase access to 
child nutrition programs and to improve 
the nutritional quality of food provided 
through those programs.  Much of the 
debate and media attention surrounding 
the bill has focused on one provision that 
would give the Department of 
Agriculture greater authority to 
determine what is sold in schools, 
including vending machines. 
 
Other specific provisions of the bill 
include: 
 
• Universal access to school-based 

nutrition programs in high poverty 
communities by eliminating paper 

applications and using census data 
to determine school wide income 
eligibility; 

• Making foster children categorically 
eligible for school-based nutrition 
programs; 

• Expansion of a 14 state pilot after 
school meal programs to the entire 
nation; 

• Creation of a State Childhood 
Hunger Challenge Grants Program 
to encourage the states to implement 
child nutrition programs, including 
new service delivery mechanisms; 

• Require schools to create a detailed 
wellness policy and authorize 
assistance for school nutrition and 
wellness promotion; 

• Create a competitive grant program 
for school districts to start up or 
improve their school breakfast 
program, and 

• Increasing the reimbursement rate 
for lunch by 6 cents per meal (the 
first increase in 30 years). 

 
The bill now goes to the House floor.  
Although child nutrition programs 
generally enjoy fairly broad bipartisan 
support, Committee Republicans called 
for the increased spending to be offset. 
 
The Senate Agriculture Committee 
approved a similar bill (S 3307) in 
March.  The Lincoln bill calls for a $5.4 
billion increase in child nutrition 
spending over the next decade and 
would offset that increase by reducing 
spending on the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, which pays farmers 
to use environmentally sensitive farming 
techniques. 
 
GRANTS & NOTICES 
 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development  
HUD announced $190 million in new 
homeless grants to back 550 projects 
through the FY 2009 Continuum of Care 
programs.  The majority of awards were 
given to the 474 projects that provide 
permanent housing for homeless families 
and individuals. About 189 programs 
will aid homeless veterans, 182 will aid 
those with severe mental problems, 28 
will help domestic abuse victims, 123 
will aid chronic substance abusers and 
12 will offer housing and support to 



 

those living with HIV/AIDS: 
http://bit.ly/b0kvFj 
 
HUD and DOT will host a joint webcast to 
discuss the Regional Planning Grants and 
the Community Challenge Grants at 3:00 
PM EDT on July 19, 2010: 
http://bit.ly/cMec9D 
 
Federal Transportation Administration  
Pre-applications are due on July 26, 2010 
for the TIGER II Discretionary Grants, 
TIGER II Planning Grants, and the 
Community Challenge Planning Grants.  
Applicants are encouraged to submit 
applications in advance of the pre-
application deadline.  The deadline for 
submitting final applications is August 23, 
2010. 
 
FTA funded six new streetcar and bus 
rapid transit projects with $130 million 
from the Urban Circulator Program.  The 
six projects were selected from 65 
applications totaling more than $1 billion 
in requests.  Additionally, 47 projects 
aimed at upgrading bus services and 
facilities are slated to receive more than 
$163 million from FTA’s Bus and Bus 
Livability Program.  These 47 projects 
were selected from 281 applications 
totaling over $2 billion in funding requests: 
http://bit.ly/bu98mV. 
 
Sherry Riklin in the Office of Planning at 
FTA is available to speak with 
unsuccessful applicants for the FTA Urban 
Circulator Grant and Bus and Bus 
Livability Grant applicants.  She can be 
reached at (202) 366-5407 or 
sherry.riklin@dot.gov 
  
The White House 
The White House held a Sustainable 
Communities Partnership Live Chat on 
July 15, 2010.   Special Assistant to the 
President Derek Douglas moderated the 
discussion with Shelly Poticha from HUD, 
Beth Osborne from DOT, and Tim Torma 
from EPA.  The discussion is archived at: 
http://bit.ly/b15QaC 
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CORRECTION
AGENDA FOR THE WEST HAYMARKET

 JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY(JPA) 
TO BE HELD THURSDAY, JULY 22, 2010 AT 3:00 P.M.

CITY-COUNTY BUILDING
555 S. 10TH STREET

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS ROOM 112
LINCOLN, NE 68508

1) Introductions and Notice of Open Meetings Law Posted By Door (Chair Snyder)

2) Approval of the minutes of JPA meeting July 8, 2010 (Chair Snyder)

3) Public Comment and Time Limit Notification: (Chair Snyder)

Individuals from the audience will be given a total of 5 minutes to speak on specific items
listed on today’s agenda. 

4) Bond Resolution/Preliminary Official Statement/Facilities Agreement (Lauren Wismer/Don
Herz)

6) WH-JPA Resolution for Assignment and Assumption Agreements (Marvin/Peo)

7) Set next meeting date: Friday, August 13, 2010 3:00 P.M. (Room 303)

8) Motion to Adjourn



CITY OF LINCOLN 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Thursday, July 29, 2010, 4 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 555 South 10
th

 Street  

AGENDA 
 

I. Roll Call 

II. Approval of Minutes of June 24, 2010 Commission Meeting 

III. Approval of Agenda for July 29, 2010 Commission Meeting 

IV. Case Dispositions 

A. Reasonable Cause/No Reasonable Cause 

1. LCHR No.: 09-1116-058-E-R 

2. LCHR No.: 09-1221-069-E-R 

3. LCHR No.: 09-1229-070-E-R 

4. LCHR No.: 10-0303-001-PA 

 

 B. Pre-Determination Settlements 

 5. LCHR No.: 09-1231-071-E-R 

 

V. Old Business 

 A. Budget Update 

VI. New Business 

A.  

VIII. Public Comments ** 

IX. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

**Public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person. Members of the public may address any item of 

interest to the LCHR during this open session with the exception of LCHR cases.  Also, no member of 

the public who wishes to address the commission will be allowed to examine any individual 

commissioner or staff member on any item/question before the commission unless invited to do so by 

the chairperson. 

 

 

 

 

 
F:\FILES\HRC\SOA\WP\Commission Meetings\agendas\2010 Agendas\2010-JULYagenda.doc 

 

 

 





City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g July 20, 2010

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Amendment approvals

cc: g Jean Preister

This is a list of the Administrative Amendments that were approved by the Planning Director
from July 13, 2010 thru July 19, 2010:

Administrative Amendment No. 10040 to Special Permit No. 1988B, Tamarin Ridge
Community Unit Plan, approved by the Planning Director on July 14, 2010, requested by
Hausmann Development, LLC, to reverse the rear and side yard setback on Lot 7, Block
1 and to revise the note to specify a four foot wide sidewalk instead of a five foot sidewalk
along the ten foot wide pedestrian way easement which runs east-west along the north lot
line of this property generally located at Tamarin Ridge and Jacobs Creek Drive. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: ACTION REQUIRED: Written Public Testimony:  August City Council & Star Tran 

Advisory Board Meetings

Ms. Carter: 
 
Thank you for providing input on the Mayor’s proposed budget recommendations. Your testimony, with attachment, will 
be forwarded to the StarTran Advisory Board for review when they meet on August 3, 2010 at 5:00 P.M., in the City 
Council Chambers.  
 
Again, thank you for your input and your continued patronage of StarTran services. 
 
Brian Praeuner 
Transit Planner 
StarTran 
710 J Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402.441.7673 
402.441.7055 fax 
bpraeuner@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
From: LCarter@unificompanies.com [mailto:LCarter@unificompanies.com]  
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 1:53 PM 
To: Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. Snyder; John Spatz; 
Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Adam A. Hornung; Brian D. Praeuner; StarTranInfo 
Cc: debandjeff@inebraska.com 
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: Written Public Testimony: August City Council & Star Tran Advisory Board Meetings 
Importance: High 
 
Since I will be out of State the first two weeks of August, I have attached my personal  
testimony regarding the importance of keeping the 56 Neighborhood South and 57  
Neighborhood North Bus Routes.  I would appreciate your help in making sure my  
testimony is part of the hearing process for the upcoming City Council and Star  
Tran Advisory Board meetings when discuss the proposed Mayor's budget cuts.  
 
If there is anything more that I can do to help save these routes, please let me know.  
Your consideration to my testimony will be appreciated.  
 
Loralee Carter 
Retirement Plans 
UNIFI Companies 
5900 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68510-2234 
Phone # 800-745-9995 - Ext. 87387 
Fax #402-467-7952 
lcarter@unificompanies.com 
http://retire.unificompanies.com 
******* 
******* 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Karen K. Sieckmeyer
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 4:23 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Rick D. Hoppe; Trish A. Owen; Larry D. Worth; Scott J. Tharnish
Subject: FW: StarTran Responses to CC 07/19/10 Budget Meeting 
Attachments: 1011 camp passperhour.XLS; scan0001.pdf

Dear Council Members, 
 
In response to the questions and comments received during the Monday budget presentation for StarTran, I offer the 
following information for your use: 
 

1) The attached worksheet ‘1011 camp passperhour.xls’  provides a historical breakdown of ridership by user 
revenue category.  Please note, user revenue for StarTran was $1.5 million, however, only about $.9 million is 
from the Farebox. 

 
2) For 10‐11 budget purposes, only direct/incremental cost per trip (not fully loaded) is used to estimate changes in 

service.  For Handivan, direct cost per trip averages about  $17. Contract cost per trip for Transport Plus will 
 average about $21, or $4 higher per trip.   Note that each trip assigned to Transport Plus is charged a flat rate, 
so 4 trips assigned in one hour will cost 4 x $21 is $84. That is, there are no efficiencies gained for multiple trips 
as each trip has equal cost regardless of overlap. However,  if these same 4 trips are performed by StarTran, only 
the fixed cost of wages & benefits are paid and the overlap of the 4 trips results in greater efficiently. 

 
The budgeted cost for the Handivan FTE is at the bottom of the scale, and including benefits, is $43,682. 

 
3) Per the ATU contract, the costs for one FTE driver range from:  

 
 New Hire:  $13.971 per hour, ($32,332 annually) 
 Top‐of‐scale after 2.5 years:  $18.515 per hour, ($38,511 annually) 

 
4) Workers Comp report of claims – see attached file ‘scan0001.pdf’ 

 
5) Regarding the feasibility moving StarTran’s center of operations, or ‘hub’ from downtown to a different, more 

geographically central location:   
 
In the Transit Development Plan from 2008, all fixed routes were reviewed for possible changes, including 
originating in downtown, or other ‘hub’ site(s), or going through the downtown area.  All available factors & 
data were considered, including public (and all stakeholders) comments.  The final analysis showed that using 
the downtown as the primary hub was overriding preference. 

 
As a final comment, I’d like to point out that the Neighborhood North and Neighborhood South routes have a 
‘hub’ of Westfield/Gateway.  It was initiated in June 2008, and after two years, ridership is significantly lower 
than all other routes. 

 
Please let me know if you have additional comments or questions. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Greg MacLean 
Director of Public Works & Utilities 
  



Total Service Hours - Fleet 110,731 1,075 4,566 5,400 289 99,401

Passengers per Service Hour 17.3 36.8 47.1 21.8 58.8 15.4

Revenue $1,208,896 $146,743 $230,417 $79,900 $5,688 746,148 $140,000 $1,348,896
plus Advertising 

trade
Actual Aug 09 Total Big Red Holdrege School Misc Regular

Fleet Express UNL Boosters Trips Route
Total Passengers - Fleet 1,733,188 34,552 252,888 79,921 5,634 1,360,193
Total Service Hours - Fleet 105,703 1,049 6,162 3,931 102 94,459

Passengers per Service Hour 16.4 32.9 41.0 20.3 55.2 14.4

Revenue $1,226,521 $130,916 $239,167 $55,945 $0 800,493 $190,183 $1,416,704
plus Advertising 

trade

Est Aug 10 Total Big Red Holdrege School Misc Regular
Fleet Express UNL Boosters Trips Route

Total Passengers - Fleet 1,760,000 34,552 242,000 80,000 5,634 1,397,814
Total Service Hours - Fleet 106,000 1,049 5,000 3,931 102 95,918

Passengers per Service Hour 16.6 32.9 48.4 20.4 55.2 14.6

Revenue $1,329,350 $130,916 $249,650 $56,000 $0 892,784 $190,183 $1,519,533
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Brian D. Praeuner
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 11:08 AM
To: 'F&L'; Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; 

Jayne L. Snyder; John Spatz; Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Adam A. Hornung; StarTranInfo
Cc: debandjeff@inebraska.com; Connie J. Thoreson; Karen K. Sieckmeyer
Subject: RE: PROPOSED BUS ROUTE CUTS

Fred: 
 
Thank you for providing input on the Mayor’s proposed budget recommendations. Your testimony 
will be forwarded to the StarTran Advisory Board for review when they meet on August 3, 2010 
at 5:00 P.M., in the City Council Chambers. 
 
 
Brian Praeuner 
Transit Planner 
StarTran 
710 J Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402.441.7673 
402.441.7055 fax 
bpraeuner@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: F&L [mailto:husker11@windstream.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 10:29 AM 
To: Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. 
Snyder; John Spatz; Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Adam A. Hornung; Brian D. Praeuner; StarTranInfo 
Cc: debandjeff@inebraska.com 
Subject: PROPOSED BUS ROUTE CUTS 
 
Proposed cuts to the 56 Neighborhood South JULY 22, 2010 and the 57 Neighborhood North Bus 
Routes 
 
I believe Mayor Beutler proposes to eliminate the 57 Neighborhood North route from Westfield 
Mall to Walmart on 84th street and the 56 Neighborhood South route from Westfield Mall to the 
Edgewood Shopping Center. 
 
Please keep these direct routes in place!  Lincoln needs this customer service for our 
students, our physically challenged citizens, the working class, elderly/retirement 
communities and shoppers of Lincoln who may have no other means of transportation. 
 
There should be direct north‐south routes helpful in making connections with other routes 
that are beneficial to StarTran and its customers. 
 
Didn't a survey show people like the system with direct north‐south routes without going 
downtown as it is now? 
 
StarTran seems to want all buses to go downtown and have people transfer to another bus for 
all other areas. Many passengers/potential passengers have no need to go downtown and will 
see our bus service as being too time consuming to even consider without these routes. 
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The 56 South and the 57 North Neighborhood buses travel the arterial routes. 
Last winter when road conditions paralyzed other routes, passengers were able to board these 
buses and make other connections. 
 
Can the smaller buses that have been ordered by Star Tran as a result of Federal Government 
assistance be used for these routes? 
 
Consider doing the routes as they are now during the hours when students, workers and others 
need them in the morning and later afternoon and possibly combine the two routes into one 
alternating route throughout the day. 
 
I realize you are in a very difficult position attempting to get our budget in line.  
However, please take Star Tran customers' lives into consideration. 
 
I respectfully request that you please reconsider the Mayor's proposed cuts and save the 57 
Neighborhood North and the 56 Neighborhood South bus routes for the citizens of our 
community. 
 
Fred Carter 
P.O. Box 6304 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
husker11@windstream.net 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 2:25 PM
To: Trish A. Owen
Cc: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: RE: South Beltway

Trish: 
  
Thanks for your follow-up.   
  
As you probably were, I, too, am surprised at the small amount of ROW acquisition.   
  
Regardless, at least I have a  better appreciation for the situation. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Jon 
Jon A. Camp 
Lincoln City Council 
402.474.1838 (personal office) 

From: Trish A. Owen 
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 10:54 AM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: South Beltway 

Jon‐ 
  
You had asked about how much ROW had been acquired for the South Beltway project by the State of Nebraska.  
PWU is estimating in the low single digits with possibly as few as three parcels acquired, and one of those was for 
wetland mitigation….not truly ROW.  This NDOR project is not currently in the State’s One & Six program (no 
dollars obligated for the South Beltway). The City would not sock money away to contribute toward construction 
until NDOR once again reactivates this project which we don’t anticipate will happen in the near term.  We can 
certainly get specific information from NDOR on which parcels they have acquired if you would like.  
  
Thanks‐Trish 
  
Trish Owen, MPA  
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Office of the Mayor 
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 301 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
  
(402) 441‐7511 (Office) 
(402) 430‐3390 (Cellular) 
(402) 441‐7120 (Fax) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 3:50 PM
To: Niles R. Ford
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; Vince Mejer; jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; 

Dougemerypm@aol.com; euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. 
Cook; Mayor

Subject: Parkas--Resolution 10R-159

Chief Ford: 
 
During our City Council meeting yesterday, I asked Mr. Bob Walla of Purchasing some questions concerning the LFR 
request for parkas in a 2-year requisition for $47,692.80/year for a total of $95,385.56. 
 
Since the unit cost is $165.60, this means LFR will purchase 288 parkas in year one and an additional 288 parks in year 
two.   
 
Questions: 
 

1. Is LFR purchasing 288 parkas at $165.80 per parka? 
a. If this is correct, why does LFR need 576 parkas over 2 years? 
b. I understand there may be some retirements or turnover, but do you anticipate 288 new firefighters in 

year 2? 
 
2. In this time of budget concerns, is it possible to delay the purchase of these parkas? 

 
Thank you in advance for your response. 
 
Jon Camp 
Lincoln City Council 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 3:58 PM
To: Niles R. Ford
Cc: jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; 

euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; 
Vince Mejer

Subject: Lease Purchase of Ambulances

Chief Ford: 
 
During our budget sessions, we discussed your request for the 2010-2011 fiscal year for the purchase of two additional 
ambulances using a “lease-purchase” arrangement. 
 
You stated you believed it is more economical to “purchase” new ambulances rather than “remount” the existing “boxes” 
onto new chassis. 

 
1. Would you please provide documentation for your position?  Specifically the costs and those vendors who have 

specified those costs. 
 
2. You also stated the “color” of the ambulance is the same either way.  Would you please cite your sources for this 

information?  Does your information include the original purchase as well as subsequent sale of a used 
chassis/ambulance? 

 
3. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would you agree to save the 

taxpayers and follow this procedure? 
 
4. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would you agree to save the 

taxpayers and follow this procedure? 
 

5. Finally, during these challenging budgetary times, would it be possible to defer this purchase? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jon Camp 
Lincoln City Council 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Vince Mejer
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:23 AM
To: 'Jon Camp'; Niles R. Ford
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; 

Dougemerypm@aol.com; euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jonathan A. Cook; Mayor; 
Rachelle J. Hinze; Robert L. Walla

Subject: RE: Parkas--Resolution 10R-159

Unfortunately,  we (Purchasing) made an error in the request to council.   They did order 288 which totals the 
$47,692.80.  Once we got the pricing we got a call from Fire stating they wanted to pay for them over two (2) years half 
this current fiscal year and half next fiscal year.  Therefore,  we prepared resolution request to Council.  We (Purchasing) 
should have divided the 47,692.80 in half instead in a rush to get this done we multiplied it. 
 
The only reason this came to Council was that it was a multiple year contract. 
 
If the Fire Department now wants to pay for all of them this year we can just cancel this request. 
 
 
 

From: Jon Camp [mailto:JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 3:50 PM 
To: Niles R. Ford 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; Vince Mejer; jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; 
euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Mayor 
Subject: Parkas--Resolution 10R-159 
 
Chief Ford: 
 
During our City Council meeting yesterday, I asked Mr. Bob Walla of Purchasing some questions concerning the LFR 
request for parkas in a 2-year requisition for $47,692.80/year for a total of $95,385.56. 
 
Since the unit cost is $165.60, this means LFR will purchase 288 parkas in year one and an additional 288 parks in year 
two.   
 
Questions: 
 

1. Is LFR purchasing 288 parkas at $165.80 per parka? 
a. If this is correct, why does LFR need 576 parkas over 2 years? 
b. I understand there may be some retirements or turnover, but do you anticipate 288 new firefighters in 

year 2? 
 
2. In this time of budget concerns, is it possible to delay the purchase of these parkas? 

 
Thank you in advance for your response. 
 
Jon Camp 
Lincoln City Council 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 8:46 AM
To: Vince Mejer; Niles R. Ford
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; 

Dougemerypm@aol.com; euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jonathan A. Cook; Mayor; 
Rachelle J. Hinze; Robert L. Walla

Subject: RE: Parkas--Resolution 10R-159

Mr. Mejer: 
 
Thank you for your response. 
 
Jon 
 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
 

From: Vince Mejer [mailto:vmejer@lincoln.ne.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:23 AM 
To: Jon Camp; Niles R. Ford 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; euwc@aol.com; 
snyderpt@navix.net; Jonathan A. Cook; Mayor; Rachelle J. Hinze; Robert L. Walla 
Subject: RE: Parkas--Resolution 10R-159 
 
Unfortunately,  we (Purchasing) made an error in the request to council.   They did order 288 which totals the 
$47,692.80.  Once we got the pricing we got a call from Fire stating they wanted to pay for them over two (2) years half 
this current fiscal year and half next fiscal year.  Therefore,  we prepared resolution request to Council.  We (Purchasing) 
should have divided the 47,692.80 in half instead in a rush to get this done we multiplied it. 
 
The only reason this came to Council was that it was a multiple year contract. 
 
If the Fire Department now wants to pay for all of them this year we can just cancel this request. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Niles R. Ford
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 1:46 PM
To: 'Jon Camp'
Cc: jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; 

euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jonathan A. Cook; Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; Vince Mejer
Subject: RE: Lease Purchase of Ambulances

Good day all! 
 
Councilman Camp we are working on this request and will get the information to you and the other Council Members as 
soon as possible.  
 
Have a Great Day 
 
Niles Ford, PhD 
Fire Chief 
Lincoln Fire & Rescue 
1801 "Q" Street 
Lincoln, NE. 68508 
402‐441‐8350 
 
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.                            
Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
 

From: Jon Camp [mailto:JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 3:58 PM 
To: Niles R. Ford 
Cc: jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; 
Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; Vince Mejer 
Subject: Lease Purchase of Ambulances 
 
Chief Ford: 
 
During our budget sessions, we discussed your request for the 2010-2011 fiscal year for the purchase of two additional 
ambulances using a “lease-purchase” arrangement. 
 
You stated you believed it is more economical to “purchase” new ambulances rather than “remount” the existing “boxes” 
onto new chassis. 

 
1. Would you please provide documentation for your position?  Specifically the costs and those vendors who have 

specified those costs. 
 
2. You also stated the “color” of the ambulance is the same either way.  Would you please cite your sources for this 

information?  Does your information include the original purchase as well as subsequent sale of a used 
chassis/ambulance? 

 
3. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would you agree to save the 

taxpayers and follow this procedure? 
 
4. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would you agree to save the 

taxpayers and follow this procedure? 
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5. Finally, during these challenging budgetary times, would it be possible to defer this purchase? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jon Camp 
Lincoln City Council 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: LCarter@unificompanies.com
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 1:53 PM
To: Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. 

Snyder; John Spatz; Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Adam A. Hornung; Brian D. Praeuner; 
StarTranInfo

Cc: debandjeff@inebraska.com
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: Written Public Testimony:  August City Council & Star Tran Advisory 

Board Meetings
Attachments: Testimony to Save 56 & 57 Neighborhood Routes.doc

Importance: High

 
Since I will be out of State the first two weeks of August, I have attached my personal  
testimony regarding the importance of keeping the 56 Neighborhood South and 57  
Neighborhood North Bus Routes.  I would appreciate your help in making sure my  
testimony is part of the hearing process for the upcoming City Council and Star  
Tran Advisory Board meetings when discuss the proposed Mayor's budget cuts.  
 
 
 
If there is anything more that I can do to help save these routes, please let me know.  
 
Your consideration to my testimony will be appreciated.  
 
Loralee Carter 
Retirement Plans 
UNIFI Companies 
5900 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68510-2234 
Phone # 800-745-9995 - Ext. 87387 
Fax #402-467-7952 
lcarter@unificompanies.com 
http://retire.unificompanies.com 
******* 
This message may contain confidential information intended only 
for the use of the addressee(s) named above and may contain 
information that is legally privileged. If you are not the 
addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the 
addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, 
distributing or copying this message is strictly prohibited.  If you 
have received this message by mistake, please immediately notify 
us by replying to the message and delete the original message 
immediately thereafter.  Thank you. 
******* 
 



Page 1 

 City Council & StarTran Advisory Board Public Hearings 

 August 3 & 9, 2010 

 Written Public Testimony:  Loralee Carter 

RE:  56 Neighborhood South and 57 Neighborhood North Bus Routes 

Please save Star Tran bus routes as these services are  
needed for our Lincoln citizens!  
 
Since I will be out of State when you and others discuss Mayor Beutler’s 
proposed budget cuts and the above-referenced subject, I respectfully 
request that my written testimony be submitted at these public hearings. 
 
Proposed cuts: 
I noticed Mayor Beutler proposes to eliminate the 57 Neighborhood North 
route from Westfield Mall to Walmart on 84th street and the 56 
Neighborhood South route from Westfield Mall to the Edgewood Shopping 
Center.   
 
Importance of the 56 Neighborhood South and 57 Neighborhood North 
Bus Routes: 
These routes are so important to Star Tran customers and future 
customers!  The Neighborhood North and South buses are direct routes 
designed to help students who need transportation to and from school.   
These routes provide services to our citizens who need to go shopping and 
have no other means of transportation and give wonderful customer service 
to the working class people who, like me, take the Neighborhood South bus 
each day when traveling to and from work.  The Neighborhood North and 
South routes also are designed to make connections with other bus routes 
which prove beneficial to StarTran customers.    
 
I believe our City is growing and cross town routes, like the Neighborhoods 
North and South routes, serve as a paradigm shift that promote strategic 
planning for the needs of our citizens.   I view these routes as progressive 
thinking as not everyone has business in the down town area.    
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I have been riding the Star Tran bus since 1983.  I value and appreciate the 
services of Star Tran and have promoted its services to the people in my 
community and at work.  In previous years I have been supportive of raising 
the bus rates as a means to continue the services of StarTran.  I truly am an 
advocate for public transportation and appreciate these particular routes 
for not only myself, but for others who need these services.   Not everyone 
has the luxury of owning their own vehicles.  The elderly who need public 
transportation as a result of fixed incomes need these direct routes. Those 
that are physically challenged need direct services.  Citizens who ride these 
buses everyday rely on the 56 Neighborhood South and the 57 
Neighborhood North buses for transportation to and from work and school, 
etc. 
 
Last winter the 56 Neighborhood South and 57 Neighborhood North buses 
were instrumental to its customers as they transported passengers to other 
bus connections when the road conditions paralyzed other bus routes.  The 
56 South and the 57 North Neighborhood buses had the advantage since 
they traveled the arterial routes which proved beneficial to StarTran 
customers. Customers were able to get on board the Neighborhood buses 
and were successful in making other connections when other buses were 
stuck.  Services were terrific!  
 
Solutions for your consideration: 
Keep these routes in place!  We need this customer service for our students, 
our physically challenged citizens, the working class and the retirement 
community of Lincoln. 
 
Use smaller buses that have been ordered by Star Tran as a result of 
Federal Government assistance for these routes.  Perhaps, that would be an 
economical way to keep these routes in place.  
 
Consider, last resort, combining the 56 Neighborhood South and 57 
Neighborhood North routes into one route by keeping the same routes that 
are in place now.  Consider bus service to begin at the Edgewood Shopping 
Center where students and the working class can make connections when 
traveling to and from work/school from South Lincoln to North Lincoln and 
vice versa.  Please consider the schedule to begin at the Edgewood 
Shopping Center no later than 7:15 AM. 
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If you combined these routes and the hours would deviate from the existing 
schedules, I would not be opposed to an earlier bus schedule.  However, if 
the schedule would be changed to a later morning time, that would create 
problems for customers.  They would be late for work and school and would 
be delayed when making their connections. Also, problems would occur if this 
route would not begin at the Edgewood Shopping Center as the working class 
and students would be affected.  Also, I would hope that you would consider 
the importance of making sure students and the working class can take this 
route home after school and work -- no earlier than 4:30 PM and/or 
possibly later at Westfield Mall each day. 
 
Summary: 
I realize you are in a very difficult position attempting to get our budget in 
line.  However, please take Star Tran customers’ lives into consideration.  
These direct bus routes are instrumental when traveling to and from work, 
school, and shopping centers.  Therefore, I am advocating on behalf of all 
Lincoln citizens who ride the 56 Neighborhood South and the 57 
Neighborhood North routes daily as well as those future customers.  On 
behalf of Star Tran customers, please consider this personal testimony as 
means to help you understand our needs and the importance of the 
Neighborhood routes. 
 
I respectfully request that you please reconsider the Mayor’s proposed cuts 
and save the 57 Neighborhood North and the 56 Neighborhood South bus 
routes for the citizens of our community. 
 
Thank you for listening.    
 
Loralee Carter 
P.O. Box 6304 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
402-467-7387 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jane Hoffer [jhoffer@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 10:55 AM
To: Council Packet; Mayor
Subject: Save Our Tree People

Good Morning! 
 
I am respectfully requesting that Lincoln, Nebraska keeps its City Forester and Arborist positions 
intact.  We are a TREE CITY USA, and would hate to lose that distinction to some future poor 
planning. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Jane Hoffer 
Proud Lincoln resident 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Dennis Keim [webfarmer2000@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 4:50 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Trees and Buses

Dear City Council, 
 
I just wanted to add my two cents on the budget issues that the mayor has proposed where we'd be having 
volunteers doing tree services in lieu of professionals, where we'll be shrinking an already barebones bus system 
to an even more skeletal form (removing one bus to the Veterans Hospital) and, finally, where we will be 
raising the price of using this bus system by the most economically fragile in our community by about 30%. 
 
Surely we can go better than this in finding places to cut or places to increase revenues than these particular 
areas. 
 
Dennis Keim 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: rick [rick@lincolnrick.com]
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 7:23 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: City forester - arborists

As a Lincoln resident who has in the past made use of our city forester/arborists, I appreciate their knowledge 
and expertise.  I believe it is in the best interest of the city of Lincoln to retain these positions.  Don't leave this 
kind of service up to untrained, unskilled volunteers. 
 
thank you for time, 
Rick Prevett 
2344 So 22 
Lincoln Ne.  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Kathy Benecke [kbenecke4444@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 7:41 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Dog Ordinance

When working on this latest dog ordinance,,,please make the owner responsible for the dogs 
welefare,,,as in a good supply of fresh water,,,proper shelter from the heat and cold,,,which 
would include not tieing them up out doors for hours or days.   AND please do something about 
fireworks in the city next year,,,,the animals couldn't be more traumatized at this time. 
 
Thank you ,, 
Kathy Benecke,,,dog owner,,, 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Primavera, Tony [tony-primavera@cathedrallincoln.org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 10:07 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Flyer Save Trees

To the Lincoln City Council: 
 
I found a flyer- from SaveLincolnTrees.com - on my door 
yesterday asking me to contact the council and ask you to 
reject the mayor’s proposed budget and retain our City 
Forester and Arborist positions.  However, I will not do so.   
 
In fact, I think Mayor Beutler’s stand on this is correct.  
While those two positions are important, we must figure out 
where our monies should be best spent.  And while I 
disagree with him on other issues, I appreciate the fact that 
he has taken his job as a steward of the city’s finances 
seriously. 
 
  
 
Thank you. 
 
Tony Primavera 
Lincoln 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Shannon Cummins [smcummins@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 10:42 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Community Forestry Program--Budget

Dear Lincoln City Council Members, 
 
I find myself greatly concerned over Mayor Buetler's recent decision to exclude funding for the Community 
Forestry program in the city budget.  This does not seem like a reasoned, rationale decision.  Lincoln is a Tree 
City USA and our quality of life is enhanced by our trees, parks, and community green space.  In fact, recent 
expenditures such as the Antelope Valley project have been aimed at least in part at increasing this aspect of our 
city's charm.  We have an amazing resource in our city's trees.  Yet, this, like many other resources, needs 
protection.  Not only do we live in a city that suffers sever weather and often causes tree damage (as is 
evidenced by Saturday night's hurricane force winds), but we see a great threat on the horizon in the Emerald 
Ash Borer.  The citizens of Lincoln do not have the tools or knowledge to trim trees, isolate infected trees, 
respond to downed tree emergencies.  Without the city to provide this resource, storms and infestations could 
cause chaos.   
 
A city aborists and forestry program is needed.  Without the city to protect and manage our trees, this resource 
will begin to decline.  Trees take decades to mature and offer the city enhanced property values, energy savings, 
community gathering places, and foster a sense of health and well-being.  We need to take care of this resource 
created by our predecessors.  I strongly urge you to reconsider your exclusion of funding for the Community 
Forestry program in the city's budget.  Wasting such an amazing resource would be a travesty to future 
generations.   
 
Thank you for your time and service in considering this issue, 
Shannon Cummins 
2614 Winthrop Road  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jean Lewis [jmlewis@inebraska.com]
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 8:06 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: arborist

Please do not cut the arborist job for the city of Lincoln. I am concerned that the wonderful trees in Lincoln would be at 
risk. 
               Jean Lewis 
               6706 Fairfax Ave 
               Lincoln NE 68505 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Deb Schellhorn [dks4cats@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 1:11 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Don't Cut Out Our Trees!!!

Dear City Council 
 
Please vote against the proposed budget cuts to eliminate the City Forester, two Arborists and to reduce the 
number of tree crews from five to four.  Please keep our city safe, keep our city green and provide fiscally 
responsible leadership.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deborah Schellhorn 
Country Club Neighborhood Association Member 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Cathleen Plager [cathy@integritysource.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 10:26 PM
To: Jonathan A. Cook; Jon Camp; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Adam A. Hornung; John 

Spatz; Jayne L. Snyder; Council Packet
Subject: Willard Community Center Budget Cut

Importance: High

Dear Council Member, 
 
I am writing to address my concern of the cut in funding to the Willard Community Center in the 2010-
2011 City Budget.  The Willard Community Center has provided services to my two children for many 
years.  When LPS only had 1/2 time kindergarten my children went the other half of the day to Willard 
Kindergarten program and was reading and writing long before the LPS only students.  This has been 
an excellent experience not only for my children and family but for our friends and neighbors families 
as well.   
 
The Willard Community Center provides a service to the West "A" neighborhood that has high quality 
and reliable programming.  We would like to continue this level of service without putting even more 
of a financial strain on our parents who are in a great deal of cases have been going through their 
own budget cuts.   
 
The cutting of the maintenance funds to the building and the teen program will negatively impact the 
whole neighborhood.  Please don’t cut funding without allowing the Willard Community Center board 
and staff time to transition to self sufficiency.  Allow them a phase out period to receive grants, ask for 
corporate support, and make plans for their future.  Thank you 
 
 
Cathy Plager 
Integrity Sourcing 
Office 402-261-4095 
Fax    402-477-0134 
cathy@integritysource.net 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Robert Reeves [bobreeves63@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 8:51 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Mayor
Subject: City Forester and Arborist positions

    
Dear Mayor and City Council:  
  
     At its meeting Tuesday, July 20, the board of the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance voted to support retaining 
the position of City Forester as well as the two city arborist positions that were proposed for elimination.  The 
City Forester has many years of expertise that will be very much needed as the city faces the coming invasion of 
the emerald ash borer, which could destroy a large proportion of the city's trees.  In addition, that level of 
expertise is needed in the ongoing planning and maintenance of street trees and park trees, which have helped 
Lincoln achieve its designation as a Tree City USA.  The LNA represents many citizens who would prefer a tax 
increase rather than cutting vital positions and services.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bob Reeves, Clinton Neighborhood Organization 
Member LNA Board 
  
Bob Reeves 
3236 Dudley St. 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
  
(402)464-1803 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Robert Reeves [bobreeves63@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:07 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Mayor
Subject: tax levy discussion needed

To the Mayor and City Council:  
  
    In light of this year's budget proposal, which includes still more cuts in personnel and services, I would like 
to recommend that the Lincoln City Council, Mayor Chris Beutler, the Lincoln Board of Education, new School 
Superintendent Stephen Joel, and members of the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners and even the 
Lower Platte South Natural Resources District board all meet together for a "summit" on the property tax levy.  
All these taxing entities need to work together for the good of the citizens of Lincoln and Lancaster County, 
rather than vying with each other for their share of the property tax pie.  The city of Lincoln is far below the 
mill levy limit allowed by state law.  The County Board is at a higher level, and Lincoln Public Schools is near 
the top.  The biggest chunk of the property tax total is the portion that supports the schools.  Only 14 percent of 
the total property tax supports the city.   
    We need to raise property taxes to support city government, but no politician wants to even suggest raising 
taxes, particularly not in an election year (which next year is).  I'm urging you all to get together before the next 
election cycle and have a realistic discussion about how we expect to maintain the high quality of life in this 
city and county (which includes good schools, parks, roads, libraries, health and human services, police, fire, 
jail, etc.) without raising property taxes.  A more reasonable approach , it seems to me, would be for all taxing 
entities to plan ahead for modest tax increases on a regular basis.  One year the school district would agree to 
hold steady on its levy while the city raised its levy.  The next year, the city could hold steady while the school 
district raised its levy.  In this way, the necessary funds could be raised to run government without hitting the 
taxpayers with a whopping increase in any given year.  
    I think this is a proposal that needs serious consideration.  We can't continue, year after year, to have all our 
elected officials vowing not to raise taxes.  The entire community will suffer.  
  
                                                                                                       Thanks for your consideration, 
  
                                                                                                                 Bob Reeves 
                                                                                                                 3236 Dudley St. 
                                                                                                                 Lincoln, NE  68503 
                                                                                                                 (402)464-1803 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Anne Rickover [arickover@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 6:28 PM
To: Mayor; Council Packet
Subject: keep the arborists and forester

Dear Mayor Beutler and City Council, 
 
Please keep our  City Forester and professional arborist positions.  Volunteers cannot do what professionals can. 
Our trees are a precious resource in Lincoln.  The oil spill in the Gulf shows what happens when people do not 
protect our environment.  Our trees are more than just beautiful; they add to our quality of life and help our 
atmosphere.  Additionally, the city has invested in our trees - it would be foolhardy not to protect our 
investment.  Please keep our Arborists and Forester in the budget. 
 
Anne Rickover 
2434 Ryons St. 
Lincoln, NE 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Russell Miller [neb31340@windstream.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 7:56 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: about budget from LNA russell miller

From : Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance                        20 July 2010 
 
To : Lincoln City Council 
 
Copy : Mayor Beutler 
 
Dear Council, 
 
After reviewing the Mayor's Proposed Budget we could not find any mention of equipment or projects that have been deferred because 
of insufficient tax  revenue.  LNA believes  such a summary  is a necessary part of any budgeting process.  This current year the City 
budget was surprised by the $500,000 non-budgeted pothole expense.  And the expense was caused by not funding a summer crack 
sealing of streets in the previous years. 
 
The public and maybe the Council do not know what other "surprises" could emerge if certain conditions occur because there is no 
listing of deferred items. 
 
LNA suggests one possible solution would be to list the deferred items in a tier system of ranking.  Tier 1 would be items that would 
cause major or severe disruptions if occurred.  Tier 2 not as severe, tier 3 etc. 
 
Whatever system is used something must be done so we know what potential tax liabilities exist in our future.  Street maintenance is 
just  one example.  Other examples are bridges and  water lines that are approaching their end-of-life cycle. 
 
Thank you, 
Russell Miller for Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Russell Miller [neb31340@windstream.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 8:02 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: budget infrastructure need taxes fr lna russell miller

From : Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance                       20 July 2010 
 
To : Lincoln City Council 
 
Copy : Mayor Beutler 
 
Dear Council, 
 
All the comments last March about potholes should have been directed at the reasons why potholes existed and in such 
large numbers. The answers can be traced back to budget decisions made in the past eight years and the well-
orchestrated effort to lower property taxes no matter what the long-range cost and consequences will be. 
 
It is a more efficient use of tax money to maintain streets than to rebuild them. Because of past years of inadequate taxes 
for streets, Lincoln is now faced with the problem of having to rebuild streets. This has become obvious by the potholes 
that reveal consequences of bad decisions made to keep "yesterday's" taxes low. Now we have to pay extra to repair non-
maintained streets.  President   Obama's stimulus money is helping tremendously, but Lincoln cannot expect that bailout 
every year. 
 
It is time for each of us to decide what we want. As inflation drives city expenses up, there is less money to maintain 
streets and all other services.  The current practice of reducing employees to balance budgets is shortsighted, because 
those lost employees last summer could have been patching or sealing streets (stopping water from getting under 
pavement and allowing the freeze-thaw cycle). 
In March Public Works plus Parks Department employees were cold patching, which is a waste of money. Those two 
departments have lost approximately 90 employees during the past four years, and those employees could have been 
used for preventive maintenance. 
 
Potholes are an "in your face" type of problem and are obvious to every driver. A similar problem exists with our 80-plus-
year-old water and sewer lines, but they are out of sight.  The problem became very obvious to Irving School on Feb. 10 
when the area water line broke and the school had to use bottled water and portable toilets. What would the 
consequences have been if the water line served a hospital or a nursing home? 
 
If the city decided to replace 10 miles of existing water lines a year, it would take 100 years to complete the job, but no 
money will be spent this current budget year on replacing existing water lines. 
 
Lincoln streets have not been maintained, and potholes are the consequence. The properly maintained streets will last 50-
60 or more years, while new streets without maintenance only last 20-25 years. 
 
A tax increase of 1 cent on assessed property value will recondition approximately 2.5 miles of arterial streets each year. 
 
March’s potholes have been forgotten during this July budget turmoil, but rain is seeping through the cracks and preparing 
to make more potholes and damaged streets after the budget is passed. 
 
A successful businessperson understands the value of maintenance, and it is time for taxpayers to understand that 
principle, too. 
 
The tax increase will only be higher and more painful the longer we delay in maintaining Lincoln's infrastructure. 
 
Russell Miller  
 Chairman of the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance. 
 



Telephone message from Sabrina Russo
July 21, 2010

Need to keep the positions of the City Forester and the Arborists. 
Their expertise needed in Lincoln on numerous levels.  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Karina [beaner25@earthlink.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 8:27 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: city trees

Dear City Council, 
 
I am writing to ask that you NOT support the proposed cuts to City's Forestry Program.  I 
believe eliminating Lincoln's City Forester and two certified arborists and replacing them 
with volunteers will hurt Lincoln. 
   
 
Certified arborists are critical to Lincoln. A trained volunteer is not a satisfactory 
substitute for a paid, accountable employee.  Even if the volunteers were to limit their work 
to immature trees, we would still be reducing our number of certified arborists who could 
care for and maintain the mature trees.  This leads us to a very real public safety danger. 
 
Lincoln needs the experienced leadership of our City Forester to manage the financial 
investment we have in our trees.  We also need a City Forester as we face immediate threats 
to our tree population such as the Emerald Ash Borer, which by now you've heard quite a bit 
about.  The potential loss of over 100,000 Ash trees is not a danger Lincoln should handle 
without knowledgeable guidance. 
  
No matter how much we appreciate the dedicated volunteers in our community, we cannot expect 
them to replace three full‐time professional positions. Please reinstate our City Forester 
and 2 certified arborists to the Forestry Program in the City Budget. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, Karina Reinke 
 
"Ability is what you're capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude 
determines how well you do it." 
  
"How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the 
aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak & the strong; because, someday 
in life you will have been all of these". 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Barg, Jodi [JBarg@stez.org]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 9:26 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Star Tran Neighborhood South

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I recently had to sell my truck due to economic reasons.  I was pleasantly surprised to find a bus route that could get me 
to work without having to go downtown and transfer to another bus to get back across town.  Imagine my dismay when I 
heard about the budget proposal!  The Neighborhood South bus route may be the least used; however, its importance is 
immeasurable to those who need it for transportation to work and back.  There is not another route in the city that would 
get me to work on time as every bus in this city ends up downtown??  The majority of people in Lincoln do not work 
downtown…  If bus routes are going to be cut it would be wise to revise the routes of the buses remaining in service.  
Please carefully consider this when reviewing the budget proposal.   
 
Jodi Barg 
Financial Counselor 
Patient Financial Services 
Saint Elizabeth Regional Medical Center 
e: jbarg@stez.org 
p: (402) 219-7765 
f:  (402) 219-8896 
 
The information contained in this message is privileged and confidential information 
intended for the review and use of the individual and entity named above. If the reader 
of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication or the 
information contained herein is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please immediately notify us. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Paula Rayburn [PRayburn@assurity.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 3:30 PM
To: Jonathan A. Cook; Jon Camp; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; 'ahormung@lincoln.ne.gov'; 

John Spatz; Jayne L. Snyder; Council Packet
Subject: Willard Community Center..
Attachments: Picture (Device Independent Bitmap) 1.jpg

I would like to thank the City of Lincoln for the many years of support that has been given to the Willard Community Center to 
maintain the building and recently the teen program.  With the cut in funding the Willard Center will have to cut services, especially 
in the teen program since it also received a funding decrease from United Way.  I want to make sure that you know that the 
teenagers in the neighborhood need the Center and all the staff and all the resources that can be given.  I see teens there every day 
of the week because there is no place else for them to go.  The teenagers in this neighborhood need all the supervision that the city 
can possibly afford.  Don’t cut services from the one positive, safe place for the teens in this neighborhood.    
  

Paula Rayburn 

Assurity Life Insurance Co 
Senior Accountant 
402-437-4396 
prayburn@assurity.com 
  

   
Assurity Life is committed to protecting everyone's non‐public personal information.  Non‐public personal information includes (but is 
not limited to):  Social Security numbers, other tax identification numbers, passwords, health information or financial information 
(such as account numbers and bank card numbers).  We encourage you to use our ZixCorp secure e‐mail solution. Or, contact us by 
phone at (800)869‐0355 or fax the information to (402)437‐4558.  For policyholders and companies, go to www.assurity.com to 
access the ZixCorp secure e‐mail solution.  For agents, go to https://assurelink.assurity.com. 
  

 Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: F&L [husker11@windstream.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 10:29 AM
To: Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. 

Snyder; John Spatz; Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Adam A. Hornung; Brian D. Praeuner; 
StarTranInfo

Cc: debandjeff@inebraska.com
Subject: PROPOSED BUS ROUTE CUTS

Proposed cuts to the 56 Neighborhood South JULY 22, 2010 and the 57 Neighborhood North Bus 
Routes 
 
I believe Mayor Beutler proposes to eliminate the 57 Neighborhood North route from Westfield 
Mall to Walmart on 84th street and the 56 Neighborhood South route from Westfield Mall to the 
Edgewood Shopping Center. 
 
Please keep these direct routes in place!  Lincoln needs this customer service for our 
students, our physically challenged citizens, the working class, elderly/retirement 
communities and shoppers of Lincoln who may have no other means of transportation. 
 
There should be direct north‐south routes helpful in making connections with other routes 
that are beneficial to StarTran and its customers. 
 
Didn't a survey show people like the system with direct north‐south routes without going 
downtown as it is now? 
 
StarTran seems to want all buses to go downtown and have people transfer to another bus for 
all other areas. Many passengers/potential passengers have no need to go downtown and will 
see our bus service as being too time consuming to even consider without these routes. 
 
The 56 South and the 57 North Neighborhood buses travel the arterial routes. 
Last winter when road conditions paralyzed other routes, passengers were able to board these 
buses and make other connections. 
 
Can the smaller buses that have been ordered by Star Tran as a result of Federal Government 
assistance be used for these routes? 
 
Consider doing the routes as they are now during the hours when students, workers and others 
need them in the morning and later afternoon and possibly combine the two routes into one 
alternating route throughout the day. 
 
I realize you are in a very difficult position attempting to get our budget in line.  
However, please take Star Tran customers' lives into consideration. 
 
I respectfully request that you please reconsider the Mayor's proposed cuts and save the 57 
Neighborhood North and the 56 Neighborhood South bus routes for the citizens of our 
community. 
 
Fred Carter 
P.O. Box 6304 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
husker11@windstream.net 
 
 
 



Telephone Messages:

July 21, 2010

Alice Timm
Do consider retaining the Forester and Arborists positions.

July 22, 2010
Eleanor Stratton
Keep the City Forester and Arborists positions. 



















DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

        MONDAY, JULY 26, 2010       

I. CITY CLERK

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Second bridge closed in Wilderness Park. 
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule, week of July 24th through July 30,

2010. 

  DIRECTORS:

FINANCE/BUDGET
1. Budget Officer Hubka’s reply to Russell Miller regarding equipment or projects deferred

because of insufficient tax revenue. 

FINANCE/TREASURER
1.  Monthly City Cash Report, close of business June 30, 2010.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. City Board of Zoning Appeals scheduled for Friday, July 30, 2010 has been cancelled due

to lack of agenda items.  

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
1. Summary of proposed Community Forestry section reorganization.

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

JON CAMP
a) Memo from Niles Ford, Fire Chief, in response to questions on lease purchase of

ambulances, also quotes on ambulances with remount or refurbished. (Director’s Agenda,
July 26, 2010. Correspondence to Council Members: Jon Camp: #3)
a) Lincoln Fire & Rescue Memo - Lease Purchase of Ambulances; and 
b) Remount or refurbished ambulance costs from John Huff, Assistant Fire Chief.      

2. Councilman Camp’s memo to the Lincoln City Council regarding understanding the
seriousness of the under-funding of the police and firefighters pension trust. 
a) Page from the August 31, 2009 actuarial report from Milliman; and 
b) Page from Milliman, summary of principal results. 

3. Reply to Councilman Doug Emery on the police and firefighters pension trust and budget
amendments. (See Doug Emery, # 2) 



DOUG EMERY
1. Memo to Mr. Fred Carter on July 22nd and his reply on July 23, 2010.
2. Response to Councilman Camp on the police and firefighters pension trust and budget

amendments. (See Jon Camp #2/a/b) 

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. Email from Melvin and Sheryl Burbach asking that the forestry budget be fully restored.
2. Letter from Bob Reeves, Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance. Vote to support retaining City

Forester and the two City Arborist positions.
3. Letter from Mark Harrell asking for funding to be restored for the City Forester position.

Also stating in two to three years the emerald ash borer will arrive in Nebraska. (Council
Members received individual letters)

4. Letter from Jennifer Boettcher writing in support of the City of Lincoln’s Forestry
program. (Council Members received individual letters)

5. Letter from Karina Helm in support of Lincoln’s tree program. Our City Forester is an
extremely experienced professional and we cannot eliminate the position. (Council
Members received individual letters)

6. Letter from Woodrow Nelson writing to express important considerations on the proposed
reorganization of the Lincoln City Forestry Department. (Council Members received
individual letters) 

7. Email from Rebecca Hasty. If the Mayor eliminates the City Arborist can citizens cut trees
down in the right of way.

8. Email from William Carver. Help to protect our valuable trees by restoring the City
Forestry position. 

9. InterLinc correspondence from Stanford L. Sipple on Ordinance 06-210 Street Name
Change. (Email forwarded to City Budget Department)    

      10. Email memo from Wendy Francis regarding The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights. 
a) Letter previously written to mayor Beutler on retaining The Lincoln Commission on

Human Rights (LCHR).
      11. InterLinc correspondence from Margaret Cullen requesting the Aging Partners Center on

Lake Street remain open.   
      12. Email from Tom Piccini. Lincoln’s trees should not be put at risk for a comparatively

small potential budget savings. We need our professional Forester. 
      13. Email from Steve DeLair. The proposal to eliminate the City Forester cuts an important

city function vital to our quality of life. We need management ability and expertise. 
      14. Letter from Chip Doolittle, President of Arbor Systems. Lincoln needs to keep Steve

Schwab, the City Forester. Omaha made a disastrous mistake letting go of their forester
and Lincoln should not make the same mistake. 

      15. Email from Elaine Kodad. Do not change the bar closing time, patrons have had drinking
by 1:00 a.m. 

      16. Email from Jeanette Fangmeyer. If bar closing time changes to 2:00 a.m. city tax payers will
have to pay overtime for police. Lincoln cannot afford to have bars open until 2:00 a.m.

      17. InterLinc correspondence from John Fischbach, We need our City Forester, Steve Schwab.
He safeguards the citizens and property of Lincoln.      

      18. InterLinc correspondence from P.J. French. What does race of culture have to do with the
law? The Police Chief should enforce the law, period. 

      19. Email from Lionema. Lincoln made national/international news when the Chief of Police
decides when to enforce the laws and who he will choose to enforce the law against. 

      20. InterLinc correspondence from Kay See. Police Chief needs to go, people with his attitude
are why we have so many illegals in the U. S. 

      21. InterLinc correspondence from Maura Zazenski. Investigate Police Chief for not enforcing
the law. Lincoln deserves better.  



      22. Email from William Carver, Near South neighborhood resident. Support Item 10-88 and 10-
89 regarding Performance Based Inspections. 

      23. InterLinc correspondence from Wesley Bates. Sorry the Police Chief can’t uphold the laws. 
      24. Email from Jeri Correll. Lincoln’s Police Chief feels it is better to pander to a small group

than protect the citizens of his city. 
      25. Email from dogboy2. U. S. citizens need to unite against the illegal population that is

draining the economy. The Chief of Police is spineless. 
      26. Email from Jonathan Skean. Vote to approve items 10-88 and 10-89 to provide for

performance-based inspections. 
      27. InterLinc correspondence from Keith Besherse. What does race of culture have to do with the

law? 
      28. Email from J. Reusche. Your Chief of Police is a disgrace if he will not execute his oath of

office. 
      29. InterLinc correspondence from Carrie Reynolds. The Chief of Police thinks he has the

authority to pick and choose the laws he wants to enforce. 
      30. Letter from Edward and Doxiene Stewart. If the Police Chief is unwilling to do the job he is

being paid to do, fire him.
      31. Email from David Schupbach. Lincoln Police Chief is a little confused. How can someone

who is here illegally be a law abiding citizen?
      32. InterLinc correspondence from Mary Borakove. Reconsider the proposed elimination fo the

City Forester job. 
      33. Email from Dee Hutchins. Reconsider the decision to cut the City Forester’s position and

help save the wonderful areas of Lincoln. 
      34. Letter from Amy Greving. Why are we rushing into eliminating the City Forester’s position?

Lincoln’s trees have been assessed as a $1.4 billion dollar investment. 
      35. Email from Kathy Benecke regarding the possibility of the Lake Street Center closing, and

giving reasons why it should remain. 
      36. Email from Beth Thomas on the possibility the Lake Street Senior Center and the Belmont

Senior Center would move to the downtown center location. Please look into the necessity of
moving the Senior Center. 

      37. Email from The People of the Lake Senior Center. Why would the Center, and two other
neighborhood center close, or be moved? 

      38. Telephone message from Mrs. Mills. Do keep the police officers in Lincoln’s middle schools
as they are an asset to the schools and the community.    

      39. Email from Jerry Hubler. Time to fire your current police chief, get one who will do his job.  

V. INVITATIONS
See invitation list. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: SHubka@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 10:34 AM
To: neb3134@windsteam.net; Council Packet
Cc: Rick D. Hoppe; Debbie Engstrom
Subject: Response for LNA

 
Dear Mr. Miller, 
 
Your comments and suggestions are thoughtful and contructive.  The Operating Budget and 
Capital Improvement Program present a wealth of information for what they are intended to 
show and comply with City Charter requirements and the State Budget Act.  In many cases they 
present a level of detail beyond what is typically found in budget documents. 
 
You are correct in stating that the Operating Budget and CIP does not contain a list of 
deferred equipment and projects due to a lack of revenue. 
That is information not normally found in budget documents that are restricted by revenues.  
Nevertheless, we have made great strides in adopting Outcome Based Budgeting and establishing 
indicators to measure progress toward meeting goals. 
 
While it is not precisely what you're looking for, there is more information of this type 
available than ever before.  On our homepage at lincoln.ne.gov, there is a link called 
"Taking Charge 2010".  From there go to "Goals and Performance Indicators".  The operating 
and capital programs that help us meet these goals and indicators are prioritized, as you 
suggest, as Tier I, II and III programs.  These are not limited to deferred items, but 
instead, all city programs.  The link "How It Works" explains 
the tiering system used to prioritize city programs.   There is a wealth of 
information regarding both operating and capital type items.  For example, you'll find 
information about the percentages of our streets that are considered in varying states of 
repair and disrepair.  There are other infrastructure related topics addressed in this 'Goals 
and Performance Indicators" section.  While all of this might not be exactly what you 
suggest, it is far more than previously available and is being used to direct available 
resources.  It has taken a great deal of time and effort from many city staff members to put 
these materials together and we hope that you will explore them and find them useful. 
 
Russell, I always enjoy talking with you and value your concerns for our city.  Feel free to 
call anytime at 441‐7698. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve Hubka, Budget Officer 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            
             Debbie Engstrom                                                
             <DEngstrom@lincol                                              
             n.ne.gov>                                                  To  
                                       Steve D Hubka                        
             07/22/10 01:06 PM         <shubka@lincoln.ne.gov>              
                                                                        cc  
                                                                            
                                                                   Subject  
                                       FW: copy of letter to council fr     
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                                       russell  miller                      
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
Steve, 
Mayor wants you to respond to Mr. Miller's email below.  Please cc me on 
the email and I'll print it for the Mayor.   Thanks. 
 
Debbie Engstrom 
Executive Assistant/Scheduler to Mayor Chris Beutler 
402‐441‐6897 
F:  402‐441‐7120 
555 South 10th Street 
Room 301 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
dengstrom@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
From: Russell Miller [mailto:neb31340@windstream.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 7:57 AM 
To: Mayor 
Subject: copy of letter to council fr russell miller 
 
From : Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance                                 20 
July 2010 
 
To : Lincoln City Council 
 
Copy : Mayor Beutler 
 
Dear Council, 
 
After reviewing the Mayor's Proposed Budget we could not find any mention of equipment or 
projects that have been deferred because of insufficient tax  revenue.  LNA believes  such a 
summary  is a necessary part of any budgeting process.  This current year the City budget was 
surprised by the $500,000 non‐budgeted pothole expense.  And the expense was caused by not 
funding a summer crack sealing of streets in the previous years. 
 
The public and maybe the Council do not know what other "surprises" could emerge if certain 
conditions occur because there is no listing of deferred items. 
 
LNA suggests one possible solution would be to list the deferred items in a tier system of 
ranking.  Tier 1 would be items that would cause major or severe disruptions if occurred.  
Tier 2 not as severe, tier 3 etc. 
 
Whatever system is used something must be done so we know what potential tax liabilities 
exist in our future.  Street maintenance is just  one example.  Other examples are bridges 
and  water lines that are approaching their end‐of‐life cycle. 
 
Thank you, 
Russell Miller for Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance 







1

Jean Preister

From: Teresa A. McKinstry
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 8:54 AM
To: Bob Kuzelka; George Hancock; Gerry Krieser; Lynn Sunderman; Tim Francis; Adam Herink; 

Brian Will; Gordon Scholz; Gregory Gustafson; Ian Singh; Jean Preister; Jon Yoachim; 
Lynnette Nelson; Nicole Fleck-Tooze; robrichter@neb.rr.com; Steve S. Henrichsen; Terry A. 
Kathe; Tonya L. Peters

Subject: Board of Zoning Appeals

The City Board of Zoning Appeals meeting regularly scheduled for Friday, July 30 has been canceled due to a lack of 
agenda items.   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Teresa McKinstry  
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Dept.  
555 S. 10th St. #213 
Lincoln NE  68508  
402-441-6162 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Lynn Johnson
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 11:38 AM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Rick D. Hoppe; Denise K. Pearce
Subject: Summary of Proposed Community Forestry Section Reorganization

Dear City Council members: 
During the City Council work session on Friday, July 23 Council Chair Spatz requested a summary of the proposed 
reorganization of the Parks and Recreation Community Forestry Section, and anticipated impacts on the level of service 
to community residents.  The following is an overview of the proposed reorganization.  The first paragraph addresses the 
anticipate impacts on the level of service, and the following information summarizes the primary responsibilities of the 
Community Forestry section and related staff job responsibilities.  Please let me know if you have questions, or would 
like additional information.  Lynn 
 
Overview of Parks and Recreation Community Forestry Section Reorganization 
Prepared by Lynn Johnson, 441‐8165                                                                                                                                      July 26, 
2010 
 
The proposed reorganization of the Parks and Recreation Community Forestry section involves elimination of the City 
Forester position and creation of a new Community Forestry Planner position.  The budget savings resulting from the 
difference in salary and benefits between the two positions is about $47,000.  With reinstatement of the two arborist 
positions in the Mayor’s Recommended FY 2010‐11 Budget, community residents will see little change, if any, in day‐to‐
day operations of the section.  Questions and requests for service will continue to be addressed in a timely manner.  
Response and clean‐up of tree damage after storm events will continue to be a priority.  Coordination with other 
agencies and organizations regarding emerging potential insect and disease infestations will continue.  The new 
Community Forester Planner position will allow for greater interaction with community residents in establishing new 
street trees in established areas of the community through volunteer efforts, and enhanced communications with 
nurseries and landscape contractors. 
 
Primary responsibilities of the Parks and Recreation Community Forestry section include: 

 Management of public trees including assessment, trimming, and removal. 
This work is currently accomplished by 14 licensed arborists, under the direction and supervision of the 
Community Forestry Operations Supervisor, and is not proposed to change with reorganization of the section.  
These fifteen staff members have combined experience of 348 years, or 23 years of experience on average. 

 
 Coordination of the street tree and landscape screening surety program associated with planting of street trees 

and landscape screens in new subdivisions. 
This work is currently part of the job responsibilities of two arborists.  The new Community Forestry Planner will 
have primary responsibilities for this work in the future. 

 
 Administration of street tree voucher program, assisting community groups interested in implementing street 

tree planting projects, and administration of contracts for planting street trees. 
The City Forester currently oversees the street tree voucher program, works with community groups in planning 
and implementing street tree planting projects, and oversees contractual planting of street trees.  The new 
Community Forestry Planner will have primary responsibilities for this work. 

 
 Review recommended public tree planting list with local representatives of nursery industry.  Provide annual 

training program for landscape contractors working the public right‐of‐way. 
This work is currently the responsibility of the City Forester.  The new Community Forestry Planner will have 
primary responsibility for this work in the future. 
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 Review utility and street projects for potential impacts on street trees. 

This work is currently the responsibility of the City Forester.  The new Community Forestry Planner will have 
primary responsibility for this work in the future. 

 
 Review and make recommendations regarding hazardous trees on private property.  Coordinate with City 

Attorney’s office to request action by property owners in resolving identified concerns.   
This work is currently the responsibility of the City Forester and the Community Forester Operations Supervisor.  
The Community Forestry Operations Supervisor and the new Community Forestry Planner will have primary 
responsibilities for this work in the future. 

 
 Coordination with Nebraska Forestry Service regarding potential emerging disease and insect infestations, 

including Emerald Ash Borer. 
An Emerald Ash Borer readiness plan has been developed by a working group led by the USDA, the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture and the Nebraska Forest Service.  Ten additional  agencies and organizations including 
the City of Lincoln Community Forestry section participated in development of this readiness plan.  The new 
Community Forestry Planner will be responsible for interfacing with State agencies and organizations to monitor 
the status of areas affected Emerald Ash Borer, emerging research regarding control of the insect, and continued 
readiness planning. 

 
Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation 
2740 A Street 
Lincoln, NE  68502 
(402)441‐8265, ljohnson@lincoln,ne.gov 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Niles R. Ford
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 5:32 PM
To: 'Jon Camp'
Cc: jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; 

euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; Jonathan A. Cook; Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; Vince Mejer; 
Rick D. Hoppe; Jeanne L. Pashalek

Subject: RE: Lease Purchase of Ambulances
Attachments: Lease Purchase of Ambulances.doc; Information Lease Purchase of Ambulances0001.pdf

Good day all,  
 
Attached to this email are responses to issues raised by Councilman Camp.  
 
If you have any problems opening these documents please feel free to contact me.  
 
Niles Ford, PhD 
Fire Chief 
Lincoln Fire & Rescue 
1801 "Q" Street 
Lincoln, NE. 68508 
402‐441‐8350 
 
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.                            
Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
 

From: Jon Camp [mailto:JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 3:58 PM 
To: Niles R. Ford 
Cc: jspatz@nasbonline.org; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Dougemerypm@aol.com; euwc@aol.com; snyderpt@navix.net; 
Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; Vince Mejer 
Subject: Lease Purchase of Ambulances 
 
Chief Ford: 
 
During our budget sessions, we discussed your request for the 2010-2011 fiscal year for the purchase of two additional 
ambulances using a “lease-purchase” arrangement. 
 
You stated you believed it is more economical to “purchase” new ambulances rather than “remount” the existing “boxes” 
onto new chassis. 

 
1. Would you please provide documentation for your position?  Specifically the costs and those vendors who have 

specified those costs. 
 
2. You also stated the “color” of the ambulance is the same either way.  Would you please cite your sources for this 

information?  Does your information include the original purchase as well as subsequent sale of a used 
chassis/ambulance? 

 
3. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would you agree to save the 

taxpayers and follow this procedure? 
 
4. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would you agree to save the 

taxpayers and follow this procedure? 
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5. Finally, during these challenging budgetary times, would it be possible to defer this purchase? 

 
Thank you, 
 
Jon Camp 
Lincoln City Council 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
 



   

Lincoln Fire & Rescue Memo 
 
TO: City Council Members 
 
FROM: Niles Ford, Fire Chief  
 
DATE: July 21, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Lease Purchase of Ambulances 
 
COPIES TO: Mayor’s Office 
 
During our budget sessions, we discussed your request for the 2010-2011 fiscal year for the 
purchase of two additional ambulances using a “lease-purchase” arrangement. 
 
You stated you believed it is more economical to “purchase” new ambulances rather than 
“remount” the existing “boxes” onto new chassis. 

 
1. Would you please provide documentation for your position?  Specifically the costs and 

those vendors who have specified those costs. 
• North Central Ambulance (attached outline) 
• Fire Guard (expenses referenced in emails from Dennis Klein) 

 
2. You also stated the “color” of the ambulance is the same either way.  Would you please 

cite your sources for this information?  Does your information include the original 
purchase as well as subsequent sale of a used chassis/ambulance? 

• Smeal Apparatus Company stated that ‘there is no additional cost associated 
with the color red when the truck is put out for bid as red.’ 

• Fire Guard stated, “To order the cab red from Ford (may extend delivery time 
as it can not be ordered through our Braun/Ford Pool Account) but there is 
no additional cost.  For Braun to re-paint cab for Type III is $1,793.00 and Type 
I is $2,093.00” 

 
3. If a vendor can be secured to “remount” the ambulance boxes for under $40,000, would 

you agree to save the taxpayers and follow this procedure?  
• Our Chief of Maintenance (Dennis Klein, Retired) researched this issue and he 

spoke to other organizations who do remount/refurb’s and they were adamant 
about the level of work and detail required. In short, I would not feel comfortable 
going in that direction; therefore, no I would not agree to that course of action. It 
should be noted, the ambulance fund is user driven.     

 
4. Finally, during these challenging budgetary times, would it be possible to defer this 

purchase?   
• I would not agree with deferring this purchase. The purchase was initially 

deferred to ensure we bundled together several bond initiatives in order to get 
the best rates. Lastly, again I would like to point out that this service is funded by 
user fees.  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 5:55 PM
To: John Spatz; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Jonathan A. Cook; Doug Emery; Jayne L. Snyder; 

Eugene W. Carroll
Cc: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Police and Firefighters Pension Trust; Budget Amendments
Attachments: Milliman-page 6.jpg; Milliman-page 5.jpg

Colleagues: 
 
Yesterday at our meeting to discuss budget amendments, the Police and Firefighters Pension was discussed.  I have 
attached two pages from the August 31, 2009 actuarial report from Milliman.  I encourage you to review these two pages. 
I have highlighted a few sentences for emphasis and to assist you in understanding the seriousness of the underfunding 
in which we find ourselves. 
 
I would also like to mention two other areas for our Monday meeting and amendments to the Mayor’s proposed budget: 
 

1. The Mayor has assumed we will amend the City’s ordinances that pertain to the Police and Firefighters 
Pension Trust to save $300,000 in this year’s contribution.  Except for Jonathan Cook, none of you sat on the 
City Council when I proposed this same amendment, which was defeated by the sitting City Council members 
at that time by a 4 to 3 vote (Jonathan voted against my measure).  Ultimately, the ordinance before the City 
Council was passed 6 to 1 (I voted “no” because my amendment was not included).  Ironically, the City’s 
actuary testified at that hearing and when questioned about the proposed amendments, she stated she could 
not support the City’s proposal but that she supported the “Jon Camp amendment”. . .the same amendment 
now being requested by Mayor Beutler. 

 
You would think I would support this amendment that Mayor Beutler is asking us to pass since I once 
proposed it.  I DO NOT for the following reasons: 
 
a. The market value of the PFFPT is approximately $60 million below the Accrued Actuarial 

Liabilities.  Even had my original amendment been passed, which would permit the City to 
decrease its funding of the PFFPT in times of economic hardship, the past few years’ investment 
returns are so significantly below expectations that I firmly believe the City needs to fund its 
commitment to our police and firefighters. 

 
b. The City had its actuaries to modify the PFFPT by changing the 

i. amortization of past service liabilities from 10 to 30 years, and 
ii. the smoothing from 4 to 5 years 

 
These two modifications serve to reduce this year’s contribution by approximately $1.3 million. 

 
2. Lease purchase of ambulances—as I have stated on several recent occasions, I do NOT support new 

purchases when “remounting” the existing boxes can be done at much less cost.  I appreciate Chief Ford’s 
recent email and attachments, but I have discussed this matter with others and the remount cost they quoted 
was approximately $40-42,000, nowhere near the $110-120,000 detailed in Chief Ford’s attachments.   

 
Why not put this out for bid and see what the results are?  When we discuss $154,000 in the cost of a new 
ambulance, this would be substantial savings. 
 
Chief Ford further notes that the ambulances are funded by “user fees”.  The “users” are Lincoln citizens.  
Regardless of whether the cost is paid with general funds (tax dollars) or by user fees, this is an expense to 
our citizens.  I see no reason to not to save money wherever possible and for whatever fund we are 
addressing.   
 
Since the lease-purchase of ambulances is part of this year’s budget request, I will ask that it be amended to 
“remount”. 
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Thanks for your consideration, 
 
Jon 
 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 4:14 PM
To: Doug Emery; John Spatz; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. Snyder; 

Eugene W. Carroll
Cc: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer
Subject: RE: Police and Firefighters Pension Trust; Budget Amendments

Doug: 
 
Thanks for responding. . .I appreciate your communication. 
 
PFFPT:  One of the first observations I had when I first joined the CC in 1999 was that the PFFPT was left to the “bottom 
of the fiscal barrel” during budgeting.  When the funds ran out, the contributions were decreased.  I have consistently 
supported funding adequately because of the obligation we have to our firefighters and police.   
 
The City of Lincoln also had a substantial excess reserve when Jonathan Cook and I joined the CC.  Mayor Wesely used 
this to balance budgets for several years although I opposed doing so, preferring to save it for a “rainy day”. 
 
Regarding sources of funds. . .well, just look at the entire budget.  There are really few “cuts”.  Instead, there is a shift of 
funds.  Moving the function of PSOs to the parking fund was merely a way to initially capture $600,000+ for LPD.  Cutting 
2 bus routes ended up taking $75,000 out of the Transport Plus contract.  The adjustment in the actuarial assumptions, as 
noted in my original email, amounts to another million dollar transfer. 
 
Privatizing the ambulance service can be accomplished in 6 months and will allow us to use comparability to either 
maintain current firefighter compensation or even decrease it because our “array” would shift to non-ambulance fire 
departments.  In the early 1990s, when Mike Johanns added “paramedics” on the fire trucks/engines versus EMT-B, there 
also was an increase in the overall compensation due to difference comparisons.  Ask the labor lawyers.  Even John 
Cripe winced when I asked him in our executive session.  This is just the way the system works.   
 
Regarding ambulance remounts. . .Doug, we have no research staff.  I had to do my own investigation but I do apologize 
for not obtaining the information earlier.  Here is information on point: 
 

1. Chief Ford’s data was not divulged until just last week when he responded to my email.  When 
the “lease-purchase” was discussed, he verbally said $80-80,000 to remount and his data now 
shows $110-120,000.   

2. His data is attributed to Fireguard 
(http://www.fireguardusa.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=21), a 
dealer for Braun and Osage ambulances, among other fire apparatuses.  North Central 
Ambulance (http://www.northcentralambulance.com/index.htm), is another Braun dealer but its 
web page does have a section on “remounts” although no details on pricing are given. 

3. My investigation found several remount services that did detail pricing on their web pages.  I have 
attached 3 sources to this email 

4. My investigation also found an ambulance company that performs its own remounts and quoted 
the $40-42,000 for the type of ambulances LFR has. 

 
Doug, apparently I have misunderstood you and other CC colleagues’ concerns on the unfunded levels in the PFFPT, the 
sidewalk program, the streets and roads, and the ever increasing costs of personnel.  My goal is to develop a strategy to 
tackle these fiscal needs.  When I have raised these concerns before, the usual response is “wait till we address the 
budget” which is our current topic. 
 
So, in summary, my solutions to the emerging fiscal challenges include, in addition to fine tuning each Department, the 
following: 
 

1. Privatize the ambulance service 
2. Privatize the operation of StarTran and reorganize the route structure into more frequent and core routes 
3. Reorganize our fire department to meet today’s needs of medical response 80% of the time versus the ever 

decreasing fire response 
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4. Lobby a successful change at the State Unicameral on the comparability and CIR laws 
5. Utilize our Audit Committee to review keys areas like  

a. Carryover unspent funds 
b. Public Works and enterprise funds 

6. Let’s also discuss the national trend toward privatization—there have been many recent articles, including two 
this past week in the Wall Street Journal and the Lincoln Journal Star. 

 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to share my thoughts. 
 
Jon 
 
 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
 

From: Doug Emery [mailto:demery@lincoln.ne.gov]  
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 7:23 PM 
To: Jon Camp; John Spatz; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. Snyder; Eugene W. Carroll 
Cc: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: RE: Police and Firefighters Pension Trust; Budget Amendments 
 
Jon, 
  
Okay I will play. If you want to vote against the pension differal where does the 300 K come from? I did not hear your or 
anyone else offer up any solutions yesterday. As I said it is fine to discuss the fire department or abulance being 
privatized but you and I both know the will not get done in time to affect THIS budget. So I ask again, where does the 
300 K come from?  
  
As far as the ambulance refits, I have to wonder why this was not discussed until the day we voted on this, and that 
included a delay that YOU requested. We seem to enjoy the drama and publicity these last minute issues provide you. I 
still have not seen YOUR figures on the refit. Why did you not share those so that we could have used them in the 
decision making process?? At the last minute you asked for a second delay and offered no documentation.  If the shoe 
were on the other foot you certainly would not expect me to ask you to vote for something without documentation.  
  
Finally, I am disappointed that you act as if you are the only one who recognizes the city has a financial problem and that 
everyone but you is shirking their responibility. It is disrespectful to the rest of the council who care JUST AS MUCH as 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 5:55 PM
To: John Spatz; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Jonathan A. Cook; Doug Emery; Jayne L. Snyder; 

Eugene W. Carroll
Cc: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Police and Firefighters Pension Trust; Budget Amendments
Attachments: Milliman-page 6.jpg; Milliman-page 5.jpg

Colleagues: 
 
Yesterday at our meeting to discuss budget amendments, the Police and Firefighters Pension was discussed.  I have 
attached two pages from the August 31, 2009 actuarial report from Milliman.  I encourage you to review these two pages. 
I have highlighted a few sentences for emphasis and to assist you in understanding the seriousness of the underfunding 
in which we find ourselves. 
 
I would also like to mention two other areas for our Monday meeting and amendments to the Mayor’s proposed budget: 
 

1. The Mayor has assumed we will amend the City’s ordinances that pertain to the Police and Firefighters 
Pension Trust to save $300,000 in this year’s contribution.  Except for Jonathan Cook, none of you sat on the 
City Council when I proposed this same amendment, which was defeated by the sitting City Council members 
at that time by a 4 to 3 vote (Jonathan voted against my measure).  Ultimately, the ordinance before the City 
Council was passed 6 to 1 (I voted “no” because my amendment was not included).  Ironically, the City’s 
actuary testified at that hearing and when questioned about the proposed amendments, she stated she could 
not support the City’s proposal but that she supported the “Jon Camp amendment”. . .the same amendment 
now being requested by Mayor Beutler. 

 
You would think I would support this amendment that Mayor Beutler is asking us to pass since I once 
proposed it.  I DO NOT for the following reasons: 
 
a. The market value of the PFFPT is approximately $60 million below the Accrued Actuarial 

Liabilities.  Even had my original amendment been passed, which would permit the City to 
decrease its funding of the PFFPT in times of economic hardship, the past few years’ investment 
returns are so significantly below expectations that I firmly believe the City needs to fund its 
commitment to our police and firefighters. 

 
b. The City had its actuaries to modify the PFFPT by changing the 

i. amortization of past service liabilities from 10 to 30 years, and 
ii. the smoothing from 4 to 5 years 

 
These two modifications serve to reduce this year’s contribution by approximately $1.3 million. 

 
2. Lease purchase of ambulances—as I have stated on several recent occasions, I do NOT support new 

purchases when “remounting” the existing boxes can be done at much less cost.  I appreciate Chief Ford’s 
recent email and attachments, but I have discussed this matter with others and the remount cost they quoted 
was approximately $40-42,000, nowhere near the $110-120,000 detailed in Chief Ford’s attachments.   

 
Why not put this out for bid and see what the results are?  When we discuss $154,000 in the cost of a new 
ambulance, this would be substantial savings. 
 
Chief Ford further notes that the ambulances are funded by “user fees”.  The “users” are Lincoln citizens.  
Regardless of whether the cost is paid with general funds (tax dollars) or by user fees, this is an expense to 
our citizens.  I see no reason to not to save money wherever possible and for whatever fund we are 
addressing.   
 
Since the lease-purchase of ambulances is part of this year’s budget request, I will ask that it be amended to 
“remount”. 
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Thanks for your consideration, 
 
Jon 
 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: F&L [husker11@windstream.net]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 12:40 PM
To: Adam A. Hornung; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. 

Snyder; John Spatz; Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Brian D. Praeuner; StarTranInfo; 
debandjeff@inebraska.com

Subject: Correspondence with Mr. Emery

REPLY TO MR. EMERY: 
 
Mr. Emery 
 
What do you mean when you say in your email "We will continue to face these 
tough decisions until we are willing to pay for services in Lincoln"?   Who 
are the WE? Are you talking about a price increase? 
 
Limited bus service will only aide in slowing down Lincoln's future. 
 
I believe the 56 Neighborhood South Route has changed twice in the last year without good 
notification by the City to passengers and potential passengers. There is confusion in the 
general population as to what bus runs where and when, especially when changes are made in 
the route. Communication to the public on routes is poor. Instead of deleting them, why not 
improve them? 
 
Your antiquated and generic answers do not work. Instead of giving 'overview' answers get 
down to real answers on why the system is not working. See what other cities are doing to 
make their system work and duplicate it. Think out‐the‐box. Forget folding a system that can 
work and explore ways to make it work. 
 
Please don't cave‐in to convenient answers. Find a workable system that will make the City of 
Lincoln and bus patrons proud. 
 
Remember: The bus system is a service for the City of Lincoln AND the passengers. Please 
combine both interests and make it workable. 
 
I wish I could be in town for the August meetings but previous out of state plans from August 
4‐11 dictate otherwise. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
Fred Carter 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Doug Emery [mailto:demery@lincoln.ne.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 2:27 PM 
To: F&L 
Subject: RE: PROPOSED BUS ROUTE CUTS 
 
Mr Carter, 
 
These are the two LEAST ridden routes currently. We have to cut somewhere and ALL of the cuts 
are distasteful. PSOs, City Forester, Willard Community Center or Bus Routes. I can make a 
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compelling case for ALL of them. We will continue to face these tough decisions until we are 
willing to pay for services in Lincoln 
 
Thanks for your input 
 
Doug Emery 
________________________________________ 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use 
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information.  Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e‐mail and destroy all copies of the 
original message. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Doug Emery
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 7:23 PM
To: Jon Camp; John Spatz; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Jonathan A. Cook; Jayne L. Snyder; 

Eugene W. Carroll
Cc: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer
Subject: RE: Police and Firefighters Pension Trust; Budget Amendments

Jon, 
  
Okay I will play. If you want to vote against the pension differal where does the 300 K come from? I did not hear your or 
anyone else offer up any solutions yesterday. As I said it is fine to discuss the fire department or abulance being 
privatized but you and I both know the will not get done in time to affect THIS budget. So I ask again, where does the 
300 K come from?  
  
As far as the ambulance refits, I have to wonder why this was not discussed until the day we voted on this, and that 
included a delay that YOU requested. We seem to enjoy the drama and publicity these last minute issues provide you. I 
still have not seen YOUR figures on the refit. Why did you not share those so that we could have used them in the 
decision making process?? At the last minute you asked for a second delay and offered no documentation.  If the shoe 
were on the other foot you certainly would not expect me to ask you to vote for something without documentation.  
  
Finally, I am disappointed that you act as if you are the only one who recognizes the city has a financial problem and that 
everyone but you is shirking their responibility. It is disrespectful to the rest of the council who care JUST AS MUCH as 
you do but who have a different idea of the direction the city should go. If you want to offer solutions I am open to 
discussion 
  
Doug 

From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com] 
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 5:55 PM 
To: John Spatz; ahornung@scudderlaw.com; Jonathan A. Cook; Doug Emery; Jayne L. Snyder; Eugene W. Carroll 
Cc: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: Police and Firefighters Pension Trust; Budget Amendments 

Colleagues: 
  
Yesterday at our meeting to discuss budget amendments, the Police and Firefighters Pension was discussed.  I have 
attached two pages from the August 31, 2009 actuarial report from Milliman.  I encourage you to review these two pages. 
I have highlighted a few sentences for emphasis and to assist you in understanding the seriousness of the underfunding 
in which we find ourselves. 
  
I would also like to mention two other areas for our Monday meeting and amendments to the Mayor’s proposed budget: 
  

1.                   The Mayor has assumed we will amend the City’s ordinances that pertain to the Police and Firefighters 
Pension Trust to save $300,000 in this year’s contribution.  Except for Jonathan Cook, none of you sat on the 
City Council when I proposed this same amendment, which was defeated by the sitting City Council members 
at that time by a 4 to 3 vote (Jonathan voted against my measure).  Ultimately, the ordinance before the City 
Council was passed 6 to 1 (I voted “no” because my amendment was not included).  Ironically, the City’s 
actuary testified at that hearing and when questioned about the proposed amendments, she stated she could 
not support the City’s proposal but that she supported the “Jon Camp amendment”. . .the same amendment 
now being requested by Mayor Beutler. 

  
You would think I would support this amendment that Mayor Beutler is asking us to pass since I once 
proposed it.  I DO NOT for the following reasons: 
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a.                               The market value of the PFFPT is approximately $60 million below the Accrued Actuarial 
Liabilities.  Even had my original amendment been passed, which would permit the City to 
decrease its funding of the PFFPT in times of economic hardship, the past few years’ investment 
returns are so significantly below expectations that I firmly believe the City needs to fund its 
commitment to our police and firefighters. 

  
b.                               The City had its actuaries to modify the PFFPT by changing the 

                                                               i.      amortization of past service liabilities from 10 to 30 years, and 
                                                             ii.      the smoothing from 4 to 5 years 
  

These two modifications serve to reduce this year’s contribution by approximately $1.3 million. 
  

2.                   Lease purchase of ambulances—as I have stated on several recent occasions, I do NOT support new 
purchases when “remounting” the existing boxes can be done at much less cost.  I appreciate Chief Ford’s 
recent email and attachments, but I have discussed this matter with others and the remount cost they quoted 
was approximately $40-42,000, nowhere near the $110-120,000 detailed in Chief Ford’s attachments.   

  
Why not put this out for bid and see what the results are?  When we discuss $154,000 in the cost of a new 
ambulance, this would be substantial savings. 
  
Chief Ford further notes that the ambulances are funded by “user fees”.  The “users” are Lincoln citizens.  
Regardless of whether the cost is paid with general funds (tax dollars) or by user fees, this is an expense to 
our citizens.  I see no reason to not to save money wherever possible and for whatever fund we are 
addressing.   
  
Since the lease-purchase of ambulances is part of this year’s budget request, I will ask that it be amended to 
“remount”. 
  

  
Thanks for your consideration, 
  
Jon 
  
  
JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
  

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Wendy Francis [wfrancis@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 12:03 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Lincoln Commission on Human Rights
Attachments: Dear Mayor Beutler.doc

Dear Council Members, 

I have previously written to Mayor Beutler about keeping funding for The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights 
(see attached). 
  
I now write to you to urge you to keep the LCHR as an independent department with a director that can 
continue the community 
outreach; be the conduit for the City of Lincoln to many different community and diverse organizations and 
frankly, allow all persons who live 

in Lincoln who believe they have been discriminated against to have access to a department that is non 
threatening because they 
are not part of the 'Law Department'.  
  
I urge you to keep The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights in tact, with a director.  Larry Williams departure 
leaves a big void 

in this community and he leaves a wonderful legacy of outreach and bringing people together to help realize 
'One Lincoln'. 
  
Let's not let this slip away because of budget. 
  
  

Wendy Francis  
RAL's 2007 REALTOR® of THE YEAR 
Associate Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI, SFR  
Quality Service Certified 
 
(402) 580-7610 Cell 
(402) 434-3605 FAX 
 wfrancis@neb.rr.com 
 http://wendyfrancis.woodsbros.com 
 
Woods Bros Realty   7100 S 29th Street    Lincoln, NE 68516 
  
If you consider this message a solicitation and prefer not to receive future messages from this sender, click ‘reply’ and add the text 
‘remove’ to the subject line. Thank you. 
  
The information contained in this email is privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender via return email and permanently delete the original message from your system. 
Thank you. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Wendy Francis [wfrancis@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 12:03 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Lincoln Commission on Human Rights
Attachments: Dear Mayor Beutler.doc

Dear Council Members, 

I have previously written to Mayor Beutler about keeping funding for The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights 
(see attached). 
  
I now write to you to urge you to keep the LCHR as an independent department with a director that can 
continue the community 
outreach; be the conduit for the City of Lincoln to many different community and diverse organizations and 
frankly, allow all persons who live 

in Lincoln who believe they have been discriminated against to have access to a department that is non 
threatening because they 
are not part of the 'Law Department'.  
  
I urge you to keep The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights in tact, with a director.  Larry Williams departure 
leaves a big void 

in this community and he leaves a wonderful legacy of outreach and bringing people together to help realize 
'One Lincoln'. 
  
Let's not let this slip away because of budget. 
  
  

Wendy Francis  
RAL's 2007 REALTOR® of THE YEAR 
Associate Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI, SFR  
Quality Service Certified 
 
(402) 580-7610 Cell 
(402) 434-3605 FAX 
 wfrancis@neb.rr.com 
 http://wendyfrancis.woodsbros.com 
 
Woods Bros Realty   7100 S 29th Street    Lincoln, NE 68516 
  
If you consider this message a solicitation and prefer not to receive future messages from this sender, click ‘reply’ and add the text 
‘remove’ to the subject line. Thank you. 
  
The information contained in this email is privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender via return email and permanently delete the original message from your system. 
Thank you. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Sheryl Burbach [sburbach@windstream.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 3:18 PM
To: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Restore the Forestry Budget

Hello, 
 
I am writing to ask you to fully restore the forestry budget.  Lincoln’s community forest continues to grow as Lincoln 
grows.  With the upcoming emerald ash bore infestation we need these arborists in place to protect our forest. 
 
The Forestry department has had more than their fair share of cuts…let these dedicated city employees keep their jobs.
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
‐‐Sheryl Burbach 
 
 
Melvin & Sheryl Burbach 
400 W Dilin Street 
Lincoln, NE  68521 
 
402‐475‐0201 
402‐304‐7584 (cell) 
sburbach@windstream.net 
 















1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Rebecca Hasty [rhasty1@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 3:09 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: city trees

If the Mayor does away with the city arboritist and the home owners have to take responsibility for the 
trees from their sidewalks to the curb, can we homeowners cut those trees down - PLEEZE - the trees 
have never been pruned, are a mess, and fall on our vehicles during storms and have the potential to fall 
on someone.   

Hotmail is redefining busy with tools for the New Busy. Get more from your inbox. See how. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: William Carver [williamc@myapplemail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 11:14 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Keep Forestry Position

Dear Council Members, 
  
Please help to protect our valuable trees by restoring the City Forestry Position. We need the knowledge and experience 
of a forester now more than ever.  
  
Thank You, 
  
William Carver 
2202 Washington St 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 10:14 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Stanford L Sipple 
Address:  1300 S 37th Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68510 
 
Phone:    402‐890‐5435 
Fax:       
Email:    stan_sipple@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
re: Ordinance 06‐210 Street Name Change Rosa Parks Way 
 
The City Council directed in Ordinance 06‐210 that the name of Capitol Parkway West should 
change to Rosa Parks Way upon payment from the NAACP of $15000.   
 
Please confirm the dates and amounts of payments the NAACP and or any payors on its behalf 
paid for the street name change.  
 
Thank you. 
 
STANFORD L. SIPPLE 
890‐5435 
stan_sipple@yahoo.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Wendy Francis [wfrancis@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 12:03 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Lincoln Commission on Human Rights
Attachments: Dear Mayor Beutler.doc

Dear Council Members, 

I have previously written to Mayor Beutler about keeping funding for The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights 
(see attached). 
  
I now write to you to urge you to keep the LCHR as an independent department with a director that can 
continue the community 
outreach; be the conduit for the City of Lincoln to many different community and diverse organizations and 
frankly, allow all persons who live 

in Lincoln who believe they have been discriminated against to have access to a department that is non 
threatening because they 
are not part of the 'Law Department'.  
  
I urge you to keep The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights in tact, with a director.  Larry Williams departure 
leaves a big void 

in this community and he leaves a wonderful legacy of outreach and bringing people together to help realize 
'One Lincoln'. 
  
Let's not let this slip away because of budget. 
  
  

Wendy Francis  
RAL's 2007 REALTOR® of THE YEAR 
Associate Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI, SFR  
Quality Service Certified 
 
(402) 580-7610 Cell 
(402) 434-3605 FAX 
 wfrancis@neb.rr.com 
 http://wendyfrancis.woodsbros.com 
 
Woods Bros Realty   7100 S 29th Street    Lincoln, NE 68516 
  
If you consider this message a solicitation and prefer not to receive future messages from this sender, click ‘reply’ and add the text 
‘remove’ to the subject line. Thank you. 
  
The information contained in this email is privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender via return email and permanently delete the original message from your system. 
Thank you. 
  



June 5 2010 
Dear Mayor Beutler, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of keeping the funding in the City’s 
budget to retain The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights (LCHR). 
 
I have had the pleasure of serving on the LCHR for the past several years, 
finishing the term of a Commissioner who was not able to finish her 
appointment and then being appointed for a term of my own.  I am serving 
my second year as the current Chair. 
 
As a REALTOR®, Fair Housing plays an important role to my profession and 
by license law; I am required to take a Fair Housing class every 2 years.  I 
assure you that I have taken classes regarding Fair Housing far beyond what 
is required for my license as this is a topic I am passionate about.  
 
Should Lincoln not have its own Civil Rights agency, we, as citizens of the 
State of Nebraska have the Nebraska Equal Opportunity Commission 
(NEOC) that complaints can be filed with. 
 
While both LCHR and NEOC do excellent work, LCHR differs from NEOC in 
several key matters: 

1) The NEOC will only consider employment discrimination involving    
companies that have 15+ employees; LCHR accepts cases involving 
companies with 4+ employees. 

2) As a state, Nebraska does not have a law preventing discrimination 
based on disability regarding public accommodations.  That means, 
if a restaurant, store etc only has stairs and no ramp in, there is 
nothing that can be done at the state level.  NEOC will not take 
these cases. 

3) The state limits age discrimination at 70 years of age, where the 
city does not have a limit on age discrimination 

4) In the area of housing, marital status is not protected at the 
state level but is at the city level.  So single mothers denied 
housing on that basis count not turn to the NEOC, but could go to 
LCHR. 

5) Cases must be filed within 10 days of incident for the NEOC, 
LCHR allows up to 1 year to file in accommodation cases. 



 
A few years ago, the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, who is the agency 
the NEOC is reliant on, refused to act on a discrimination case because the 
persons filing the case may not have been in our country as documented 
persons.  This caused The Department Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) to take action against the NEOC and the because of the  
 

 The 

 
 
 
 
I want to point out some differences between the NEOC and LCHR and how the City gives 
more opportunity and a broader coverage: 
  

NEOC: 
Complainant must file within 10 days of incident 

70+ can not file age discrimination based on age 

does not recognize marital status 
 

LCHR: 
The company being filed against must have as minimum of 4 employees  
Accommodation cases have up to 1 year to file 

No age restriction 

Marital status 

 
 
The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights and The Nebraska Equal 
Opportunity Commission are similar in some aspects 
 
The fact that the City of Lincoln has its own civil rights agency speaks 
volume of our City and Community. 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 1:35 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Margaret (Peg) Cullen 
Address:  3066 San Agustin Dr 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516 
 
Phone:    402‐423‐0408 
Fax:       
Email:    pcullen@neb.rr.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I moved to Lincoln May 2006 from North Platte, Ne. Friends a block from me pick me up for 
Aging Partners to Lake St Center. Heard Tuesday this Center would be closing, would be going 
to downtown center. Please don't force this wonderful center to relocate, St James church has 
a chair lift for handicap. Kelle Brandt keeps our center entertaining, sees everyone is 
included in cards etc. so no one is left out, keeps our center neat and clean. Just one big 
question why are these centers being closed? I don't drive downtown,can handicaped people be 
able to walk a distance especially if snow and ice.Thank you,PegCullen 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Tom Piccini [tpiccini@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 12:58 PM
To: Mayor; Council Packet
Subject: Please do not eliminate our City Forester 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members: 
  
Trees are one of the many reasons I moved to Lincoln 25 years ago.  It is another reason I moved 4 
years ago into the neighborhood I now live in. 
  
When looking at Lincoln's overall budget, Lincoln's trees should not be put at risk for a 
comparatively small amount of potential budget savings.  We need a professional Forester in place to 
see to the health and safety of our trees.  Our trees are one of our biggest assets and taking a short 
term cost savings approach to the management of this asset could easily translate into untold loses to 
our tree assets in the future. 
  
I'm totally in favor of building a volunteer base to assist the city in the maintenance of our trees, 
which can help us save us some money, but with out the expertise of our City Forester to develop 
and oversee our tree maintenance, I don not see a volunteer crew of tree helpers as a solution to 
maintaining our tree assets and justifying elimination of our City Forester to save a relatively small 
amount of money in the short term.  
  
I appreciate your taking the time to consider my input on this subject. 
  
Tom Piccini 



July 23, 2010 
 
 
 
 
To Lincoln City Council members: 
 
 
 The proposal to eliminate the “City Forester” cuts the head off of an 
important city function which is vital to our quality of life.  We need 
management ability and expertise to continue the successful forestry 
program.  I hope the City Council will take the big picture view instead of a 
very short term fix.  This proposed cut will be added costs later.  Steve 
Schwab is a community leader and has been a valuable city employee for 
many years.  Aside from the loss of expertise, this treatment of a loyal and 
esteemed community member is repugnant.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve DeLair 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Chip Doolittle [chip@arborsystems.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 4:06 PM
To: Mayor; Council Packet
Cc: Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Adam A. Hornung; John 

Spatz; Jayne L. Snyder
Subject: Lincoln City Forestry
Attachments: image003.gif; Lincoln City Forester.pdf

 
 

 
July 23, 2010 
 
The Honorable Chris Beutler 
Mayor City of Lincoln 
555 South 10th St., Suite 301        
Lincoln, Ne 68508 
 
Dear Mayor Beutler: 
  
I would like to talk about the possibility that Lincoln may make the same disastrous mistake Omaha did several 
years ago, and has only this year rectified the problem.  I heard you are seriously thinking of getting rid of 
Steve Schwab and possibly letting a new person run a team of volunteers.  This would be a big mistake.   
 
I own a company in Omaha called ArborSystems, Inc.  We manufacture and distribute tree care products 
around the US, and around the world.  I am a past board member of the Nebraska Arborists Association and a 
past board member of the Midwest Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture – a 7 state organization 
of fellow arborists.  I am the first certified tree person in the Midwest Chapter of the ISA, and a past owner of a 
tree and lawn care company that operated in Omaha for many years.  Although I live in Omaha now, I grew up 
in Lincoln, or more specifically, Cheney, and am a proud graduate of Lincoln High, class of 1965!! 
 
Not having a forester in Omaha for the last few years has not worked.  The biggest problem is we have not had 
someone in charge of removing hazardous trees on a timely basis.  Someone needs to be in charge of the 
crews that maintain these trees, and it needs to be someone with the knowledge of what it takes.  Steve 
Schwab is that man. 
 
Having a list of volunteers in the wings is going to be a ticket to disaster.  While there may be many people with 
good hearts, what volunteer knows the value of a properly trimmed tree?  Does that volunteer know how to 
perform a proper cut that avoids damage to a tree?  Does that volunteer know how to assess a tree after storm 
damage as to its viability?  Volunteers don’t know these things; Steve Schwab does. 
 
Lincoln needs to retain a proven City Forester who has a great reputation around the area.  The future  
headache is the looming problem of Emerald Ash Borer in a few years, which will make that person even more 
critical.  How is the city going to implement the removal of dying trees and the treatment of this pest?  Whose 
liability is it when a dead ash tree falls on a car or person?  It fell because it was dead, but the city of Lincoln is 
going to have a lot more trees around town that are going to die.  How are volunteers going to keep up with 
this and know which trees should be cut first? 
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It was really bad for Omaha for several years not having a forester.  But not having Steve Schwab in the 
Capital City of Nebraska would be a travesty.  I’m a conservative and appreciate keeping a budget.  But this is 
a case where the tree situation needs to be carefully analyzed to maintain Lincoln’s healthy trees. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Chip Doolittle 
President 
 

P.O. Box 34645 | Omaha, NE 68134-0645 
Toll-Free 800-698-4641 | Phone 402-339-4459 | Fax 402-339-5011 

www.ArborSystems.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Elaine Kodad [eckodad@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 9:54 PM
To: Council Packet; Doug Emery
Subject: NO to drinking after 1:00

Some personal thoughts on the bar closing time ... thank you for your time! 
  
How can this even be a tough decision?! 
  
Don't you really think patrons have had enough to drink by 1:00.  To change this would only contradict other decisions 
where drinking has been a concern.  Why do people think Lincoln always has to keep up with Omaha.  The bar 
owners who are using the "more sales tax for the city thing" don't really care about that .... they are being greedy.  The 
scene downtown at midnight and 1:00 is already crazy with college kids standing everywhere.  This is just going to create 
and encourage more trouble.    
  
Also, this would mean even longer shifts for bartenders who have already worked a long night.  And for some bartenders 
this is a second job.  Why can't it just stay the way it is now.  It has worked all these years ... why not now.  
  
I say "no" to encouraging more alcohol before driving.  There has to be a better way to make more $$$$$$.  Use your own 
common sense when you make this decision.  Don't be influenced by the greedy.  Help and encourage people to stop 
drinking at a sensible time. 
  
This is not Chicago, Kansas City or any other BIG city.  This is Lincoln, Nebraska and I'm proud to be from Lincoln and 
what it stands for. 
  
 

The New Busy is not the too busy. Combine all your e-mail accounts with Hotmail. Get busy. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jeanette Fanmeyer [jako@inebraska.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 12:14 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: bars and budgets

While considering the city budget, would you all calculate just how much more the city tax 
payers will have to pay in overtime for police officers to babysit the patrons of the bars at 
closing time, if the closing time is extended until 2 AM. If  ALL the bar owners  had patrons 
who were responsible adults, no police presence would be neccessary. Consider the 
budget, Lincoln cannot afford to have bars close at 2AM. Just what can one do between 
1&2 am that cannot be done before 1 AM? Can the increased cost of police overtime 
to the the city be justified by the amount of tax revenue produced in 1 hour. If any of you 
do not believe, expecially downtown, bars need their exiting patrons babysat, just drive 
through downtown at 12:45 AM on a weekend. While the rest of the city wonders 'just 
where have all the police officers gone.' 
  
jeanette fangmeyer 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 5:49 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     John Fischbach 
Address:  520 Eldora Lane 
City:     Lincoln, NE,  68505 
 
Phone:    402‐805‐4233 
Fax:       
Email:    arborx1@aol.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I just learned about the possibility of the elimination of our City Forester Steve Schwab. 
 
I have been a city arborist, longer than Steve Schwab has been in Lincoln, for nearly 33 
years. 
 
We need Steve as City Forester.  Someone else like was said in the Sunday newspaper, would be 
like the situation Des Moines Forestery Dept had several years ago.  They had an 
administrator that did not know the difference between a pine and an oak.  That department 
suffered and the entire City of Des Moines Forestry program suffered.  Even the Parks and 
Recreation in Des Moines knows very little about trees because they do not have a Forester.  
Plus in their wisdom, the city council in Des Moines, as yet to establish a Licensing program 
for local arborist.  No one carries the proper insurance. 
 
We need a City Forester that will take the effort to police 'out of town' arborists ( tree 
services ) that have not taken the test and have the proper insurance to do business in the 
City of Lincoln.  Especially, after a snow or ice storm like we did back in 1997.  Without a 
city forester, there is no body that fill that job, that will safe guard the citizens and 
property of Lincoln. 
 
If we ever get the Emerald Ash Borer, what will happen to Lincoln if there is no one at the 
wheel to establish a special assessment program to protect our trees.  Without Steve, we will 
probably lose 1/3 of the city owned trees.  Has anyone for the City Council looked at the 
Tree Inventory and location of species. Who's street will be hardest hit due to this pest or 
any pest. 
 
Steve has been instrumental in maintaining trees in Lincoln.  There are many pin oaks owned 
by the city, that have been treated for iron chlorosis and will now live.  The cost of iron 
treatment on these large trees are 1/10 the cost of removal( depending upon who does the 
bidding ).  That is $450 per tree ( possibly more ) that would not be taken out of your 
budget.   
 
I do not know Steve's salary, but save only 150; 60 year old pin oaks in the city of Lincoln 
and you probably saved Steve's job.  There are 3 in front of the Hruska Law Center,  12 
around the historic church at 17th and H ( I believe ), many on the city's golf courses, many 
around Northeast High School, and many more along the city's streets.  Look for yourself and 
then ask yourselves, if Steve was gone, could the City of Lincoln funds handle all those dead 
trees.  I know you will make the Big Tree Services ( those with the equiptment ) very happy 
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and the city would go broke or the city could leave them standing and then suffer a major 
lawsuit if a dead branch fell on someone.  There would be no doubt that the city knew about 
the situation and did nothing about.  There are many dead trees on homeowner's private 
properties and there is nothing in place ( city code ) to protect neighbors or guests. 
 
Think also of the tons of carbon that would be absorbed by those healthy trees, not dead or 
dying.  Chlorophyll absorbs CO2 and the use of sunlight = carbohydrate + oxygen, which is 
then released for us humans to stay alive. 
 
Thank you taking the time to read this request and hope to hear from all 7 city council 
persons about this situation. 
 
from John Fischbach,  Licensed and Insured arborist since 1977. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 7:11 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     PJ French 
Address:  361 S. Village Drive 
City:     Centerville, OH 45459 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
I don't know what's worse, a Police Chief who believes he has "absolutely no interest at all 
in helping the federal gov't do their job" enforcing the law, or the fact that he relies on a 
"Multicultural Advisory Committee" to determine how he deals with illegals. This guy is going 
out of his way to protect Lincoln's illegals from arrest or deportation. When one was 
threatened with deportation because she attempted identity fraud, the Chief huddled with 
"Multicultural" leaders to assure them he didn't want this to happen! What does race or 
'culture' have to do with the law? His job is to enforce the law, period.  How can you put up 
with this? 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: lionema@cox.net
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 7:15 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Chief Casady

Well your fair town has made national and international news for having a Chief of Police who 
decides when to enforce the laws and against who HE will choose to enforce the law for or 
against. When you have someone who breaks the law I do not believe there is any provision to 
see if they are legal or illegal. His actions are the ones that are illegal and his job needs 
to be on trial. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 7:37 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Kay See 
Address:  13 Woodcock circle 
City:     Abilene, Tx 
 
Phone:    324‐668‐4947 
Fax:       
Email:    seekay@suddenlink.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
Your police chief needs to go. People with his attitude are why we have so many illegals in 
the us 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 8:33 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Maura Zazenski  
Address:  8245 S High Ct 
City:     Littleton CO 80122 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    Mzaz@ATT.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
You must investigate your police chief for not enforcing the law. My family & I are frequent 
visitors to your beautiful city but the behavior of your Chief makes us think twice about 
going to Lincoln next month. The people of Lincoln deserve better as do visitors. We will be 
watching for your public response to this issue. Respectfully submitted, M Zazenski 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: William Carver [williamc@myapplemail.com]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 8:38 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Support Performanced Base Inspections

Dear Council Members, 
  
Please support Items 10-88 and 10-89 regarding Performance Based Inspections. Your support will continue to help 
protect our neighborhoods. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
William Carver 
Near South Neighborhood Resident 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 8:52 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Wesley Bates 
Address:  804 Jeffee Drive 
City:     Kermit, Texas 79745 
 
Phone:    (432) 586‐2424 
Fax:       
Email:    dad_54_2007@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
To Whom It May Concern, 
I have read the post telling about your police chief. Im truly sorry that he can't uphold the 
laws in your city. 
I know most people wants nothing to do with immigration reform but if we don't stand up now 
later is going to be too late. So please consider terminating your current Chief of Police. 
Thank You for your time 
Wesley Earl Bates 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jeri [hunnykins@everestkc.net]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 7:20 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Impressed with Lincoln
Attachments: 333.jpg; IMSTP9.gif

Hello, 
  
I would like to express my interest in living in a city where the police chief 
finds it ok for anyone, but especially an illegal , to perpetrate identity theft. 
Apparently he feels it is better to pander to a small group than protect the 
citizens of his city. Please continue to allow such a bonehead to be on 
your payroll. Otherwise, if he did his job, the illegals might all run across 
yet another border and into Kansas. 
  
Jeri Correll 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: dogboy2@vzw.blackberry.net
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 9:16 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Police Chief

There needs to be a stop put to the immigration issue. I don't live in your town nor state 
but US citizens need to unite against the illegal population that is draining the economy. 
The Chief of Police is spineless like most and if he is not going to uphold the laws fpr the 
community he was sworn to protect then get rid him. 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jonathan Skean [jonathan.skean@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 9:17 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Proposed ordinance changes 10-88 & 10-89

I hope you will vote to approve items 10-88 & 10-89 to provide for performance-based inspections. This 
would benefit responsible property owners and the neighborhoods of those who need more oversight. If 
you disagree, I would be sincerely interested in considering factors you think I might be 
misunderstanding.    
 
Best regards, 
Jonathan Skean 
1700 S 21st St 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 11:27 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Keith Besherse 
Address:  2816 Forest View Ct N 
City:     Puyallup, WA 98374 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
City Of Lincoln, 
 
What does race or 'culture' have to do with the law?  
Your Chief of Police's job is to enforce the law, period. 
Illegal alien isn't an "undocumented worker."  Illegal alien is a criminal. 
 
Keith Besherse 
Puyallup WA 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jeffrey Reusche [jreusche65@msn.com]
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2010 8:48 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Police Chief

I am a retired California peace officer. Your chief is a disgrace if he will not execute his 
oath of office. Breaking the law has nothing to do with race gender or sex.... You do the 
crime and you get time. 
 
J Reusche 
Vacaville, CA 
 
Sent from my iPod 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 1:03 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Carrie Reynolds 
Address:  1234 W Nebraska 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68501 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
Please relay to mayor. You need to replace your chief of police. It's apparent he thinks he 
has the authority to pick and choose the laws he wants to enforce. This has got to end now 
before chaos reigns. Your job is at stake. Do the police really have the authority to pick 
and choose they want to enforce? If the chief wants to do that what is going to stop the cops 
on the street. I'm getting so disgusted with everyone in office ‐ all hell is going to break 
loose. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: RBabyKat@aol.com
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 12:57 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Chief Casady

As former residents of Lincoln and having traveled the entire state for many years, we feel we need to speak up and 
protest the position Police Chief Casady is taking regarding illegal immigrants. We read that he is unwilling to help the 
Federal Government do their job.  
  
We lived in Colonial Hills off of Deer Creek and the Police Chief at that time, resided in the block right behind us. I had an 
office on "O" street and another at Gateway. We now reside in Marana, a suburb just NW of Tucson, Arizona. We are very 
supportive of Fremont having passed the recent laws to protect themselves from illegal aliens. You simply cannot imagine 
what it is like having the constant flow of illegal aliens, mostly Hispanic/Latino, because of the proximity of 
Mexico to Arizona's southern border. We have murders, rapes, gangs, human and drug smuggling, kidnappings and 
home invasions.  The cost of providing  education, housing, food and healthcare, not to mention the incarcerated illegals, 
is astronomical. I might also mention the diseases they bring with them, like drug resistant T.B., measles, whooping 
cough, mumps, hepatitus and a lot more. California is a zoo now. Downtown Los Angeles is like being in Mexico. The 
state is broke and Arizona is close to being broke, too. I assume you knew that a large section of Arizona has been 
posted as a warning about entering because the drug cartels and illegal immigrants have taken it over. Now this is the 
United States!  You think for one moment that they couldn't do the same to Lincoln? Where is our Federal Government? 
Where is our Border Security? Where are all the "boots on the ground?" Our law enforcement in Arizona admit, they are 
out-manned and lack the weaponry to fight the cartels with their advanced weaponry (Ak-47's) and technology they are 
using to spy on our Border Patrols so they can avoid them. The fence as it is, is a joke and no where near complete.  
  
This garbage of the poor illegal aliens doing the work Americans won't to do is pure nonsense. Kids in school and 
especially college, are more than anxious to do this work....working in the fields, babysitting, housecleaning, window 
washing, working construction, janitorial, restaurants, and you name it. With so many unemployed, desperately looking for 
any kind of work, this is a mute point. Our own daughter has been trying to find work for a year and a half and she's 55 
years old.  
  
We find that La Raza has had a big influence and supported these "ethnic" classes that were being taught in our schools. 
Sure, they were mostly Hispanic and they were being taught that they were "superior" and that Americans hated them, 
how to protest and march, with teachers and professors railing against S.B. 1070 and trying to incite civil war. Fortunately, 
Tom Horne withdrew all "ethnic" classes from our school system. California is even worse. They refuse to speak English, 
flaunt their "heritage" " and demand everything. They are extremely rude. Often times, a long time American citizen, 
usually Caucasian, is terminated from their job and a young person barely out of high school is hired as a replacement. 
Probably because it is cheaper and also because they are bi-lingual. It is disgusting to go into a new Wal-Mart in a non-
Hispanic neighborhood, and cannot find an employee there who can speak English or has a clue where anything is 
stocked. They slowly but surely take over. Is this what you want?  
  
Arizona has passed a law where you can now carry a concealed weapon. Now why do you suppose they did that? Well, 
my husband took the training, bought a gun and has a permit for it, plus a permit to carry a concealed weapon. We are 
fearful of our very lives and have a security alarm system and motion detector lights. I might add, we also live in a gated, 
upscale community on Dove Mountain with security 24/7. We still have break-ins. We used to have three trauma centers 
in Tucson, we are now down to one because of the illegal immigration. The cost is unbelievable. Of course, the hospitals 
and Department of Economic Security (food stamps, healthcare, etc.) and the Health Department who treat illegal 
immigrants in these "drop" or "safe" houses, cannot report them. It's against the law. They really know how to abuse our 
system. They even borrow each other's children in order to get more from DES.  
  
Just a side note. My husband is still a member of Masonic Lodge #300 and the Sosostris Shrine in Lincoln. He was a 
Shrine Clown when we lived there.  
  
Please, support Arizona and S.B. 1070 in their endeavor to have the U.S. Government enforce our immigration laws and 
stop the "anchor baby" program as well. We definitely do not want amnesty for any illegal. This is not about race...what is 
there about "illegal" that people don't understand? Illegal means they have broken our laws and entered our country 
illegally. We can no longer afford to be "the nice guy" and open our borders to terrorists and drug cartels and illegal aliens. 
Can you name a country, anywhere, that allows that?  
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If your Police Chief is unwilling to do the job he is being paid to do, FIRE HIM!  According to the polls, the majority of 
Americans support Arizona and S.B. 1070. We hope you will do likewise.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Edward M. Stewart 
Doxiene C. Stewart 
12907 N. Eagle Mesa Place 
Marana, Arizona 85658-4001 
Tele: 520-572-4956 
E-mail: rbabykat@aol.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: David Schupbach [davidschupbach@rocketmail.com]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 6:04 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Chief of Police

     I always thought of Lincoln NE. as a law abiding city, but a recent article made me wonder... According to 
an article in the July 22 Journal Star,  Lincoln Police Chief Tom Casady IS A LITTLE CONFUSED.   
 
"The chief told them it was never his intent to see her threatened with deportation. Officers arrested her because of the 
fake ID, he said, not her immigration status. 
"She appears to be a law-abiding citizen that's been here for quite some time," he said." 
 

How can someone who is here illegally be a law abiding citizen? 
 
"During Thursday's meeting, the chief and committee members said they're worried about the possibility of Nebraska passing a law 
requiring local police to enforce immigration law. Such a law is set to go into effect in Arizona next Thursday. 
Casady said such a law would make immigrants here fear police, and thus less willing to report violent or other serious crimes." 
"I have absolutely no interest at all in helping the federal government do their job," he said. 
 
I DO understand that Chief Casady and his department are probably as overworked as local law enforcement officials nationwide, and 
him and his men have my whole-hearted moral support.   
However, I believe there may be need for a paradigm change in this instance.  When people are in our Country illegally, they make a 
mockery of those of us who ARE obeying the law, paying taxes to support our society, our elected officials, due process, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and all the other wonderful benefits we enjoy. 
And I am sure that Chief Casady enjoys the indirect benefits of Federal Dollars spent in his area. 
Maybe we all need to rethink this issue... 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 6:25 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Mary Borakove 
Address:  1143 Mulder Dr 
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68510 
 
Phone:    402‐421‐9568 
Fax:       
Email:    maryborakove@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Council, 
Please reconsider the proposed elimination of the City Forester job.  It is positions like 
this that help make this city be more professional and attractive to people who want to move 
here.  We moved here 3 years ago, talked with the City Forester regarding selection of new 
trees near our house.  Lincolnites will see the difference without one on board, and so will 
possible businesses and people looking to move here.  Keep him by increasing the property tax 
by 5 cents!   
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Dee Hutchins [DeeH@gfertpc.com]
Sent: Friday, July 23, 2010 2:32 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Trees

Dear City Council members,  One of Lincoln's great assets is the number of wonderful parks, bike trails, and generally 
'green' areas for our citizens to enjoy.  With the slow but steady insect migration and destruction that appears to be 
encroaching as well as urbanization in general, it seems that a knowledgable professional should be in place in order to 
save these areas.  Please reconsider the decision to cut the City Forester's position from the budget and help save these 
wonderful areas of Lincoln. 
  
                                                                   Thank you,   Deanna Hutchins 
                                                                                      Lifelong Lincolnite 
                                                 
  
  
  



July 23, 2010 
 
Dear City Council Members: 
 
Although two arborists’ positions have been restored to the 2010-11-city budget, the City Forester 
position remains eliminated. The Mayor and Parks and Recreation Director have proposed 
replacing the City Forester position with a new Community Forester Planner.  
 
As a life-long Lincoln resident I want my tax money used wisely. But is it wise to replace a 
knowledgeable, experienced professional with a volunteer coordinator when a deadly Emerald 
Ash Borer infestation is quickly approaching Lincoln? 
 
The City Forester makes sure we get the most investment from our tax dollars by spending wisely 
on tree planting and care. As part of that Community Forestry Program, he is responsible for 
planning & supervising the management of our 126,000 park and city trees (and tens of thousands 
of private trees too).  
 
Our current City Forester holds a BS. in Forestry and arborist certifications from the International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and the Nebraska Association (NSA). He is also a licensed First 
Class Arborist and holds a Nebraska Certified Pesticide Applicator’s license. The City Forester 
also has 21 years of experience in successfully managing Lincoln’s Community Forestry 
Program.  
 
I looked into two of the volunteer programs the Parks and Recreation Director mentioned in his 
LJHS article (7/22/10). Both the Tree Trust www.Treetrust.org in Minneapolis/St. Paul and 
Friends of the Trees www.friendsoftrees.org in Portland, Ore. were intriguing. Both have a 
focus/mission on education as well as tree care/planting.  Both are non-profits. A volunteer 
program could be a great opportunity for the city but not at the expense of the City Forester 
position.  
 
I question, why are we rushing into this now? These programs take thoughtful, careful 
preparation. They also take money, lots of money. Training material such as books and videos 
will be needed to train volunteers. New pruning equipment needs to be purchased. And, let’s not 
forget the biggest expense, insurance. I have not seen any mention of how this new program is 
going to be funded.   
 
Keeping the City Forester position makes sense for Lincoln, Tree City USA. Lincoln’s trees have 
been assessed as a 1.4 billion dollar investment. As we continue to grow as a city, so will our tree 
investment. And, so will our need for an experienced, knowledgeable City Forester. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely, 
Amy Greving 
amygreving@windstream.net 
(402) 484-7681 
629 South 55th st 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
       
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Kathy Benecke [kbenecke4444@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2010 5:10 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: LAKE STREET CENTER

DEAR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
  
It has come to my attention that the Lake Street Center, located at 11th & Stillwater, in the St 
James United Meth.Church may be closing by Aug 30th, 2010.  Kelle Brandt is the very 
capable director at this Center. 
  
I am speaking as a member of St James ,  a resident of the Irivingdale neighborhood, living just 
3 blks from the Center, and I do use the Center,,participating in lunches, receiving flu shots, 
services of nursing students, speakers and much more. 
  
  Just recently I had the opportunity to ride the Senior bus to the Downtown Center for an 
event they were sponsoring, parking for all of the buses coming and going was very congested 
in the small area located in front of the Center, with the tail end of the bus sticking out into the 
east bound lane of "O" St, slowing traffic. It was not a good situation for us or drivers on "O".  
We at the Lake St Center have a very adequate parking area, no dangers or congestion,,and 
access for delivery and visitors. 
  
The neighborhood feeling at Lake St is a good feeling, the Center has been at St James for 30 
yrs and has served us very well, we feel it will continue to do so. 
Please consider our points of view. 
  
Thank You, 
Kathy Benecke 
2665 South 12th st. 
Lincoln, NE 68502 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Beth Thomas [ethomas@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 11:14 AM
To: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Lake Street Senior Center

July 20, 2010 

  

  

Dear City Council Members: 

It has come to my attention that there is a possibility that the Lake Street Senior Center  

and Belmont Senior Center is going to be moved to the downtown Center location  

effective on August 30. I am speaking as a representative (lay leader) of St. James United  

Methodist Church at 11th and Lake Street where the Lake Street Center is located.  

The Lake Street Center has been in our church for well over 30 years. Our church has 

always had a warm relationship with the Seniors.  

We support their activities, and they reciprocate by supporting our activities. The director (Kelle Brandt) has always shown 
the utmost courtesy in consideration of our needs when the Center space is needed for church functions.  

I was informed that there is a need to give better service to these people by bussing them downtown to the Center and 
that they would not be charged for this service. However, I began to think of the Seniors that still drive their cars to St. 
James since we have adequate parking available. Therefore, they can arrive and leave on their own time.  

Ms. Brandt has recently converted a small Sunday school room to an area where Seniors or even members of the church 
can come in and exercise on equipment that has been donated to us. The room has just been carpeted by our custodian. 

I understand that things like this often need to be done, but it seems this is a most inopportune time. Our church has just 
joined in a new entity with the congregations of Southminster United Methodist and Calvary United Methodist. We three 
churches will be served by one full time and one part-time minister. We plan to elaborate and publicize the activities of the 
Senior Center and therefore, increase the numbers of Seniors coming to use our facility. 

I would appreciate your efforts in looking into the necessity of moving our Senior Center.  

Sincerely, 

  

Beth Thomas, Lay Leader 

St. James United Methodist Church 

2400 So. 11th St.  

Lincoln, NE 68502 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: FW: Lake Street Sr. Center

 

From: mardellcarter@aol.com [mardellcarter@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 6:31 PM 
To: Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Adam A. Hornung; John Spatz; John Spatz; Jayne L. 
Snyder 
Subject: Lake Street Sr. Center 

                           To Our City Council members         
 We the people of Lake Senior Center have become aware of actions that could close our Center and two other 
neighborhood centers .Belmont and Maxey. 
The question is WHY ? 
We are being served in a location that is easy to get to .Parking is ample.We are offered many activities and services.We 
have independence to come and go as we please,which allows us to do the things in the community and still take part in 
the Center.The Van Service is very important to those who need it.The Center provides us information on topics important 
to our lives.We have a variety of activities offered us,plus a meal. 
What is very important is the sense of family we have at Lake Senior Center. For most of us the Center is a 2nd Home !! 
We believe the Centers location in neighborhoods are important. The St James Church where we are located have been " 
host " for over 30 years. What a wonderful relationship we have. 
That has and does help a lot of older adults and families. WHY take that away ? As the saying goes,IF IT AIN 'T BROKE 
WHY FIX IT ? 
WE WANT TO STAY AT 2400 S 11 TH Where we also have a very caring and loving manager that is always concerned 
about each and every one of us. 
Respectfully. 
The people of Lake Senior Center 
2400 S 11th. 
P.S. 
Signatures will follow but we felt our wishes needed to be presented to you as soon as possible. 



TELEPHONE MESSAGE FROM
Mrs. Mills

Do keep the police officers in Lincoln’s middle schools. 
They are an asset to the schools and therefore the community. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jerry Hubler [JerryHubler@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 9:48 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Hello Lincoln  

Time to fire your current  police chief,  and get one who will do his job. 
Enforce the law! 
  
  
  
Jerry Hubler 
 
 
Lawrenceville, GA 30044 




