
City Council Introduction:   October 11, 2010 Bill Number 10R-264

Public Hearing:   October 18, 2010

F A C T   S H E E T

TITLE:  National Bridge Inspection
Standards Responsibilities Agreement
between the City of Lincoln and State of
Nebraska, Department of Roads

OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED:
Nebraska Department of Roads and Federal
Highway Administration 

APPLICANT:  Public Works and Utilities

SPONSOR:  Public Works and Utilities

OPPONENTS:  Unknown

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

REASON FOR LEGISLATION: 
To provide authority for the Mayor to execute a Responsibilities Agreement between the City of
Lincoln and the State of Nebraska, Department of Roads (NDOR), defining the City of Lincoln’s
responsibilities as a “Local Bridge Owner” in complying with the National Bridge Inspection
Standards (NBIS), Code of Federal Regulations Title 23, Part 650, Subpart C.

D I S C U S S I O N

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has requested that NDOR enter into an agreement with
all “Local Bridge Owners” in the state to establish uniform bridge inspection and load rating guidelines
in accordance with the NBIS.  The Nebraska Bridge Inspection Program (BIP) Manual sets forth
methods and procedures that are to be used by the City of Lincoln to comply with the NBIS
requirement that every bridge be load rated and that inventory inspections are done at specified
intervals.  NDOR, on behalf of Local Bridge Owners, will continue to administer the inspection and
load rating of fracture critical structures with funding from a combination of Federal aid and Local
funds.  Failure to comply with these standards and responsibilities within the applicable time frames
will result in sanctions to the Local Bridge Owner including withholding federal-aid bridge and
highway funding.

POLICY OR PROGRAM CHANGE: No

COST OF TOTAL PROJECT:  Estimated to be $80,000 annually

SOURCE OF FUNDS:  Street Construction Funds

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY: Erika Nunes, Engineering Services

REVIEWED BY: Director of Public Works


