
                                                                                
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2011
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING

ROOM 113, 2:00 P.M.

I. CITY CLERK
  

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents medallions to LES crew for their exceptional contribution to the

community. 
2. Fiscal Impact Statement, Finance/Purchasing. 
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler kicks off the Lincoln Energy Challenge at a news conference

Wednesday, January 5th, 2:00 p.m. at 1448 B Street. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s statement on death of former Mayor Bill Harris. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln energy challenge to help public reduce energy use, save money.
6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference on Thursday, January 6th, 10:00 a.m.

in the Mayor’s conference room at 555 S. 10th Street. 
7. NEWS RELEASE. Bridge issues close Antelope Valley trails.

a) Bridges exhibiting concrete spalls, Fact Sheet, January 5, 2011.

WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. West Haymarket Joint Public Agency meeting agenda, and attachments, for Friday, January 7, 2011

posted on the web.    

III. DIRECTORS:

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Approvals from December 21, 2010 through January 3, 2011, approved by the

Planning Director. 
2. Issue of the January 2011 LPlan 2040 Newsletter posted to web with address listed.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT/HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
1. Street and Alley Vacation No. 10017. Portion of alley in block bounded by Centennial Mall, North

16th Street, P and Q Streets. 

IV. COUNCIL RFI’S/CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

JOHN SPATZ
1. Correspondence from Jamie Dorn regarding claim presented to the City.  

V. MISCELLANEOUS

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS 

VII. ADJOURNMENT                                                     

F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\Directors Meetings\2011\da011011.wpd



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 3, 2011     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

       Melissa Palmer, Lincoln Electric System, 467-6816

             

MAYOR PRESENTS MEDALLIONS TO LES CREW

Mayor Chris Beutler today presented the Mayor’s Medallion to three Lincoln Electric System

(LES) employees for their lifesaving response to an apartment fire December 15.  The award was

presented to line technicians Brent Foxhoven, Jamie Kraft and Mike Mullendore at the beginning

of today’s City Council meeting.

The team had completed a job in the area of 35th and Baldwin when they noticed smoke rising

from a four-plex.  Mullendore grabbed a fire extinguisher from the truck and called 911.

Foxhoven and Kraft ran to the building and knocked on exterior windows while calling LES for

permission to cut electricity to the building.  When their efforts to alert residents failed, the three

went inside and pounded on the door of the apartment where the fire originated.  When the tenant

opened the door, the crew saw flames coming from the fireplace.  

Mullendore tried to put the flames out with the extinguisher but the fire had grown too large. 

They evacuated that tenant as well as a third-shift worker who was sleeping in the apartment

above the fire.  By that time, the fire had spread into the attic above that apartment and also was

burning from the floor below.

In the apartment across the hall from the fire’s source, a man holding two small children told

them an infant was still in a bedroom.  Mullendore removed his sweatshirt, placed it over the

children’s heads and instructed the man to cover his mouth.  By this time, the smoke limited

visibility to no more than one foot. With Kraft at the apartment’s entrance calling out to him,

Mullendore ran to the bedroom, found the baby, wrapped him in a blanket and ran back to the

entrance.  As they left the building, they were met by firefighters, and they told them where the

fire started and that electricity to the building had been cut.

“It took only two minutes for firefighters to respond to the scene, but the quick thinking, the

teamwork and the heroism of the LES crew in those two minutes allowed everyone to safely

escape the fire,” Mayor Beutler said.   

The medallion, which depicts President Abraham Lincoln and Ponca Chief Standing Bear, is

presented to visiting dignitaries and residents who have made exceptional contributions to the

community.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: January 4, 2011   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

      

 

Mayor Chris Beutler will kick off the Lincoln Energy Challenge at a news

conference at 2 p.m. Wednesday, January 5 at the Mark and Ann Watt home,

1448 “B” Street.  The campaign to promote energy efficiency is organized by the

Mayor’s Cleaner Greener Lincoln initiative.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 4, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

             

MAYOR BEUTLER’S STATEMENT

 ON DEATH OF FORMER MAYOR BILL HARRIS

“Bill Harris served as Mayor at a very pivotal time in the City of Lincoln.  His visionary

leadership in the redevelopment of the Haymarket helped to create one of the most vibrant areas

in our City and set the stage two decades later for our historic arena project.  His successful

efforts to secure the Farm Aid III concert for Lincoln in 1987 demonstrated his can-do attitude,

and the big dreams he had for our community.

“As a public servant at the local and state levels, a businessman and a promoter of the arts,

culture and entertainment, Bill Harris made significant contributions to our City and State. 

Personally, I will miss his friendship, and Judy and I extend our condolences to Mary Sue, his

children and the entire Harris family.”



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 5, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

                                                       Milo Mumgaard, Mayor’s Office, 441-7511

   

LINCOLN ENERGY CHALLENGE TO HELP PUBLIC

 REDUCE ENERGY USE, SAVE MONEY

Mayor Chris Beutler today kicked off the Lincoln Energy Challenge, a campaign to encourage

Lincoln residents to reduce energy use at home and save money.  The campaign, which continues

through August, is organized by the Mayor’s Cleaner Greener Lincoln initiative in collaboration

with the Lincoln Electric System, Black Hills Energy, AmeriCorps, Community Action

Partnership, Midtown Village and Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods.

“The Lincoln Energy Challenge encourages residents to ‘get comfortable saving money’ and

shows them how easy it is to reduce energy consumption,” said Mayor Beutler.  “This free

program will give residents the tools they need to improve energy efficiency in their homes, and

the result will be greater comfort and long-term energy savings.”

Beutler said even small improvements can make a big difference, and those who pledge to join

the Challenge also will be eligible for prizes, incentives, rebates and rewards worth thousands of

dollars.  Residents have several options for pledging:

• Sign up online at green.lincoln.ne.gov.

• Call 441-7658.

• Mail a postcard available at many locations throughout the community.

• Stop by the Lincoln Energy Challenge office at 2143 “O” Street during normal business

hours.

• Contact a partner agency.

• Send an e-mail to green@lincoln.ne.gov.

Everyone who pledges will receive a free “Powerkit!” full of information, ideas and resources. 

The website also lists easy and cost-effective improvements and will have information on

upcoming workshops and programs.   Those who share their progress with the campaign are

eligible to enter weekly drawings and win prizes donated by local businesses.

Participants also may request two kinds of energy checkups:

• A basic checkup is a surface-level home energy analysis conducted by trained volunteers.

• A professional checkup is conducted by a certified energy auditor. 

- more-



Lincoln Energy Challenge

January 5, 2011

Page Two

A limited number of free professional energy checkups will be available to residents of qualified

homes through the campaign.  In addition, those receiving professional energy checkups through

August 2011 will be eligible for a rebate check of up to $250 for certain recommended upgrades. 

This spring, schools, businesses, neighborhood associations and faith-based groups will have the

opportunity to win energy saving, environmentally friendly prizes. 

The City’s Cleaner Greener Lincoln initiative was launched in partnership with the Nebraska

Attorney General’s office, which provided $50,000 from a lawsuit settlement.  The $2.4 million

in stimulus funds to support the effort are available through the Energy Efficiency and

Conservation Block Grant program.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: January 5, 2011   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

      

 

Mayor Chris Beutler’s schedule for Thursday, January 6 includes the following

events:

• A news conference on a maintenance issue is set for 10 a.m. in the Mayor’s

Conference Room, third floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th

St.

• A joint meeting of the Mayor’s Environmental Task Force and the Water

Conservation Task Force is set for noon at the Lincoln Water System

(LWS), 2021 N. 27th St.  The Mayor’s public schedule sent Friday listed an

incorrect location.

• The Mayor will help cut the ribbon on the new LWS transmission line at 

2 p.m .at the pump station at 102nd Street and Alvo Road (between 98th

Street and Novartis). 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 6, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

       Greg MacLean, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7566

             

BRIDGE ISSUES CLOSE ANTELOPE VALLEY TRAILS

Mayor Chris Beutler today said the Antelope Valley trails in Union Plaza are closed from “N” to “Q”

streets because of problems with cracking concrete surface material on the bottoms of the four bridges

above the trails.  The trails were closed Tuesday after a piece measuring about 18 inches across and

several inches thick fell off the bottom of the “O” Street bridge.

“This is totally unacceptable,” said Mayor Beutler.  “Because these bridges are part of Antelope Valley,

a signature project for our City, we understand the public will take an interest in this and will be

concerned.  That concern is justifiable and is shared by my administration.  These are new bridges over

a public park, and public safety is our top priority.   The trails in the park will remain closed until we

can be assured that the issue is resolved and it is safe for pedestrians and bicyclists to use the trail.”

The bridges on “N”, “O”, “P” and “Q” streets are safe for vehicle and pedestrian traffic.   The bridges

opened to traffic between July 2007 and October 2009.

Public Works and Utilities staff first noticed the cracking on the “Q” street bridge.  At that time, they

also noticed other areas where the surface layer had broken off, and the supporting steel was exposed.

When the concrete was originally stained on that bridge, the exposed steel also was stained, so it

appears that this cracking occurred during construction, and the contractors had not patched the

concrete before the stain was applied.  Staff said those areas may have been damaged by a backhoe

when crews excavated under the bridge, which was previously built by another contractor.  

Engineers from Parsons Brinckerhoff have tested for hollow areas in the concrete on all four bridges

and found areas on the bridges’edges near the steel conduit used for electrical wiring for the bridge

lights.  There was some indication that water may have gotten into parts of the conduit, and the

cracking could have been caused by the water freezing and expanding in that conduit. All the cracking

has occurred on the edges where the lighting conduits were installed.

“In the short term, we are focusing on two issues – one is finding the cause,” Beutler said.  “The second

is providing a temporary solution so the trails can be reopened.  Once we determine a cause, we will be

able to determine who is accountable and how we make  permanent repairs.” 
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Bridge
Location

Date Bid
Date Opened

to traffic
Contractors on Project Design Engineer Construction Engineer

O Street 7/1/07 9/5/08

United Contractors Inc.-Prime, Subs; Watts
Electric Company, Iron Works, Inc.,Brandt
Excavating, Pavers, Inc., McGill Restoration,
Soil Tek, Trafcon, JEO Consulting, Bender
Ornamental

PB-Prime, Subs;
Olsson Associates,
Erickson Sullivan,
HWS

PB-Prime, Subs; Olsson
Associates, The Schemmer
Associates, HWS

P Street 7/25/06 7/18/07

Hawkins Construction Co. Inc.--Prime, Subs;
Constructors, Inc., Brandt Construction, K2
Construction, ME Collins, Soil Tek, JEO
Consulting, All Roads Barricades, Iron Works,
Inc., McGill Restoration, Watts Electric
Company, S&W Fencing,

PB-Prime, Subs;
Olsson Associates,
Erickson Sullivan,
HWS

PB-Prime, Subs; Olsson
Associates, The Schemmer
Associates, HWS

Q Street 7/25/06 7/30/07

Hawkins Construction Co. Inc.--Prime, Subs;
Constructors, Inc., Brandt Construction, K2
Construction, ME Collins, Soil Tek, JEO
Consulting, All Roads Barricades, Iron Works,
Inc., McGill Restoration, Watts Electric
Company, S&W Fencing,

PB-Prime, Subs;
Olsson Associates,
Erickson Sullivan,
HWS

PB-Prime, Subs; Olsson
Associates, The Schemmer
Associates, HWS

N Street
5/22/08

USACE Bid and
inspected

10/2/09
Park Construction--Prime, Subs;
Constructors, K2, Trafcon

PB-Prime, Subs;
Olsson Associates,
Erickson Sullivan,
HWS

PB-Prime, Subs; Olsson
Associates, The Schemmer
Associates, HWS

Bridges exhibiting concrete spalls--Fact Sheet, January 5, 2011

K:\CSProject\880104 O Street\Concrete Delamination - AV Bridges\Fact Sheet Concrete Spall 110105
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Melissa M. Ramos-Lammli
Sent: Tuesday, January 04, 2011 8:11 AM
To: Aaron Young (aaron.v.young@benham.com); Bill Kostner; Chad E. Blahak; Council Packet; 

Daniel K. Marvin; Dave B. Norris; Debbie Engstrom; DEBUSE, LISA; Diane K. Gonzolas; Don 
R. Herz; Greg S. MacLean; Harvey Perlman (hperlman1@unl.edu); Jayne L. Snyder; Jayne 
Snyder ; Jim Martin (jim.martin@benham.com); Joan E. Ross; Joel D Pedersen; Justin R. 
Kohmetscher; lwismer@gilmorebell.com; Mark E. Leikam; Mary Douglas; Mary M. Meyer; 
Melissa M. Ramos-Lammli; Miki Esposito; Rick R. Peo; Rodney M. Confer; Roger A. Figard; 
skeene@ameritas.com; Steve D. Hubka; Steven J. Huggenberger; Steward, Earl A. III; 
Teresa Meier; Tim Clare ; Trish A. Owen; Vince Mejer

Subject: West Haymarket JPA Meeting January 7, 2011

 
The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Friday January 7, 2011 at 1:00 P.M. in City Council 
Chambers. 
 
The agenda and attachments are now posted at:  http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpa‐mtgs.htm 
 
 



City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g January 4, 2011

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Jean Preister

This is a list of the Administrative Approvals that were approved by the Planning Director
from December 21, 2010 thru January 3, 2011:

Administrative Amendment No. 10006 to Use Permit No. 125, The Preserve on Antelope
Creek, approved by the Planning Director on December 23, 2010, requested by Manzitto,
Inc., to modify General Notes #19 and #25 to address shared parking for a garden center
to be located on Lot 44, Block 4, consistent with the conditions of approval of Special
Permit No. 10002, on property generally located at Lucile Dr. and Pioneers Blvd. 

Waiver No. 10019 to 6th and H Addition, approved by the Planning Director on December
30, 2010, requested by TMCO Investments, to extend the time for two years to install
sidewalks on the west side of S. 6th Street and the south side of J Street.  Said
improvements to be completed by December 30, 2012 or prior to occupancy.  Property is
generally located at 6th St. and H St.

Waiver No. 10023 to Pioneer Business Park 1st Addition, approved by the Planning
Director on December 30, 2010, requested by Pioneer Business Park, LLC., to extend the
time for two years to install sidewalks for Pioneer Business Park 1st Addition.  Said
improvements to be completed by December 30, 2012 or prior to occupancy.  Property is
generally located at S. 6th St. and Lowell St. 

Waiver No. 10024 to Pioneer Business Park Addition, approved by the Planning Director
on December 30, 2010, requested by Pioneer Business Park, LLC., to extend the time for
two years to install sidewalks for Pioneer Business Park Addition.  Said improvements to
be completed by December 30, 2012 or prior to occupancy.  Property is generally located
at S. 6th St. and Calvert St.  



1

Jean Preister

From: Michele M. Abendroth
Sent: Wednesday, January 05, 2011 2:32 PM
Subject: Announcement: Lincoln/Lancaster County Comp Plan Update: Newsletter Issue 4

The January 2011 issue of the LPlan 2040 Newsletter has been posted to our website at 
lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/lplan2040/Background.htm.   
 
*** Watch for an email in late January announcing our online survey regarding transportation goals and 
objectives. *** 
 
Michele Abendroth 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402‐441‐6164 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: truthisamyth@gmail.com on behalf of Jamie Dorn [jamiejdorn@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 03, 2011 8:01 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Council Meeting 1/10/11

Dear Council Chair Mr. Sptaz, 
  
I am writing regarding a claim I have made that will be heard at the upcoming January 10th City Council 
meeting. I will not be appearing in person, but I understand I have the opportunity to present a statement. 
  
My claim, as reviewed by Marcee Brownlee, asserts that a parking citation issued to me should be dismissed 
and that the associated tow fees should be reimbursed. 
  
Ms. Brownlee is in receipt of my full explanation as well as a number of photographs of the parking area in 
question, which I trust will be provided for council members to review, but I would like to simply state that I 
disagree with Ms. Brownlee's recommendation to deny the claim. 
  
As Ms. Brownlee states, payment authorization requires that the City/employees failed to act or acted 
negligently, and I do again assert that the photographs I submitted with my claim support this. The City 
neglected to adequately maintain signage so that it could be readily visible to drivers; that is, one sign was 
obscured by a tree in full leaf, and the other was turned at an angle that faced across the street rather than 
towards oncoming drivers. Failing to keep the area clearly marked precludes enforcement because the public is 
not fully informed of the prohibition in place. 
  
I thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
  
Respectfully, 
Jamie Dorn  


