
11-49 Introduce:  4-25-11

ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Title 17 of the Lincoln Municipal Code relating to1

Water by adding a new Section numbered 17.02.185 to provide a definition for “lot”; amending2

Section 17.02.210 to revise the definition of “master metered water service”; repealing Sections3

17.02.230, 17.02.240, and 17.02.260 to delete definitions of “mobile home,” “mobile home court,”4

and “office park,” respectively; amending Section 17.02.180 to revise the definition of “premises”;5

repealing Section 17.02.320 to delete the definition of “shopping center”; amending Section6

17.10.070 to change the provisions requiring when permanent water meters are to be installed;7

amending Section 17.10.080 to change the requirements of how water service to specific lots is8

provided; amending Section 17.10.100 to require surveys when a premises is supplied by two or9

more sources of water; amending Section 17.18.006 to change how the Water Service Manual may10

be approved; amending Section 17.18.010 to remove the notice requirement for making a tap;11

amending Section 17.18.030 to change the provisions related to the provision of water services for12

newly constructed and reconstructed premises; amending Section 17.18.080 to change provisions13

when surveys are required; amending Section 17.18.090 to change requirements related to backflow14

prevention installations; amending Section 17.18.130 to allow multiple supply and service pipes to15

a premises under certain exceptions;  amending Section 17.18.160 to change repair and cost16

provisions involving leaks from customer service pipes; and repealing Sections 17.02.210,17

17.02.280, 17.10.070, 17.10.080, 17.10.100, 17.18.006, 17.18.010, 17.18.030, 17.18.080, 17.18.090,18

17.18.130, and 17.18.160 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.19

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:20
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Section 1.  That Chapter 17.02 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended by adding1

a new section numbered 17.02.185 to read as follows:2

17.02.185 Lot.3

Lot shall mean a specific part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been recorded in the4

office of the Register of Deeds for Lancaster County; or, an irregular tract as described by a deed5

recorded with the Register of Deeds for Lancaster County, provided that such tract is numbered and6

described by the county surveyor.7

Section 2.  That Section 17.02.210 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to8

read as follows:9

17.02.210 Master Metered Water Service.10

Master metered water service shall mean a water service consisting of a single supply pipe11

and service pipe, together with a single meter and other required apparatus designed to serve a single12

premises lot on which more than one dwelling unit, building, or business is located. The master13

meter must record all water usage to the premises lot served.14

Section 3.  That Section 17.02.230 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same15

is hereby repealed:16

17.02.230 Mobile Home.17

Mobile home shall mean a year-round transportable structure, which is a single-family18

dwelling unit suitable for permanent living quarters designed and built to be towed on its own19

chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when20

connected to the required utilities. 21

Section 4.  That Section 17.02.240 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same22

is hereby repealed:23
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17.02.240 Mobile Home Court.1

Mobile home court shall mean a contiguous parcel of land, under single ownership, which2

has been developed for the placement of mobile homes.3

Section 5.  That Section 17.02.260 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same4

is hereby repealed:5

17.02.260 Office Park.6

Office park shall mean real estate used for office or a mixture of office and other types of7

compatible and complimentary commercial and residential uses under single ownership.8

Section 6.  That Section 17.02.280 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to9

read as follows:10

17.02.280 Premises.11

Premises shall mean a single building and such accessory buildings as are necessary to and12

used exclusively with such building.  Premises shall include the lot or lots that a building or13

buildings occupy.14

Section 7.  That Section 17.02.320 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same15

is hereby repealed:16

17.02.320 Shopping Center.17

Shopping center shall mean a building or group of buildings dedicated to commercial uses18

supplying most of the basic shopping needs, under single ownership.19

Section 8.  That Section 17.10.070 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to20

read as follows:21
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17.10.070 Permit Required to Take Water; Tamper With Water Works.  1

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to use or take water from a part of the Lincoln2

Water System without a permit to open, use, tamper with, or remove any fire hydrant of the Lincoln3

Water System; or to connect to, tamper with, or remove any supply connection, supply pipe, service4

pipes, or meter apparatus directly or indirectly connected with a main of the Lincoln Water System,5

without written authorization. 6

(b) Water may be taken from fire hydrants by the various departments of the city and by7

private persons under a special permit therefor issued by the Director, who shall issue one or more8

water meters to each such permittee, which meter or meters, together with such backflow prevention9

assemblies as the Director may determine necessary, must be connected to each fire hydrant and10

must meter all water flowing therefrom pursuant to such special permit.  Nothing in this title shall11

be deemed in any manner to prohibit, hinder, or require a permit of the Fire and Rescue Department12

of the city in carrying out its fire-fighting duties.  13

(c)   It shall be unlawful for any person to use or take water from new service connections14

without a water meter and backflow preventer as supplied by the Lincoln Water System connected15

to the water service piping. This apparatus will be supplied by the Lincoln Water System. Con-16

struction water meters and backflow preventers shall be connected to the new water service line at17

the time the water tap is made.  The permittee shall be responsible for any loss of apparatus or18

damage to the water meter or backflow preventer.  All costs for the loss or repair of water meters19

and backflow preventers shall be the responsibility of the permittee.  While premises are under20

construction and prior to a permanent meter being installed, incidental use of water for construction21

purposes shall be permitted only if an approved backflow preventer is installed on the water service.22

Incidental water use is solely for the purpose of constructing the premises and shall not include23
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landscape watering, freeze protection or other non-essential or wasteful water use.  It shall be1

unlawful for any person to use or take water for purposes other than construction of the premises2

without a water meter and backflow preventer as supplied by the Lincoln Water System.3

(d) Permanent water meters shall be installed on or before the date that the Building and4

Safety Department approves the final plumbing inspection.  5

(e) The Director may require metering of all water use during the construction of6

premises in the event of a water use restriction.7

Section 9.  That Section 17.10.080 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to8

read as follows:9

17.10.080 Water Service to Lots.   Mobile Home Courts, Campgrounds, Shopping10

Centers, Office Parks, Multiple Dwellings, Townhouses, and Condominiums.11

(a) Water service to any lot with a single dwelling unit, building, or business shall be12

provided through a single supply connection, supply pipe, service pipe, and water meter.13

(a b) Water service to all mobile home courts, campgrounds, shopping centers, and office14

parks  any lot with more than one dwelling unit, building, or business, except non-residential15

condominiums as provided in Section 17.10.080(c), shall be provided only through a master metered16

water service complete with a master water meter and approved backflow prevention assembly;17

provided, however, an additional water service may be permitted with Director approval upon a18

finding that it is necessary for adequate fire protection or there is a vital need for continuous service.19

When a fire hydrant or hydrants are contained within the mobile home court, campground, shopping20

center, or office park, installed on the master metered service, the minimum size service shall be six21

inches in diameter, and an approved fire flow service meter shall be required; provided, however,22

that if such fire hydrant or hydrants are served by a service pipe which is entirely separate and apart23
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from the general water supply or domestic water supply of the mobile home court, campground,1

shopping center, or office park in which such fire hydrant or hydrants are located, and the service2

pipe serving such hydrant or hydrants is used exclusively for fire protection, the Director may3

authorize the use of a detector-double check instead of a fire flow meter and backflow prevention4

assembly.  Such detector-double check shall be of a type and size approved by the Director.  If, in5

the opinion of the Director, such service pipe is used for other than fire protection purposes, the6

Director shall require the owner of the mobile home court, campground, shopping center, or office7

park to remove the detector-double check and to install an approved fire flow meter and backflow8

prevention assembly at said owner's own cost and expense. 9

(b) All multiple dwellings and condominiums, except townhouses, shall be provided10

service only through a master metered water service complete with a master water meter and, if11

required, an approved backflow prevention assembly.  When a fire hydrant or hydrants are installed12

on the master metered water service, the minimum size service shall be six inches in diameter, and13

an approved fire flow meter shall be required.  When all buildings of multiple dwellings or14

condominiums abut a public water main, each building shall have a separate supply connection,15

supply pipe, curb stop, stop box, service pipe, water meter, and other required meter apparatus. 16

(c) Each townhouse shall have a separate curb stop, service pipe, water meter, and other17

required apparatus.  Each building in a townhouse development in which common ground exists,18

may be supplied water through a common supply pipe with a master stop box. 19

In a townhouse development with all lots abutting a public water main, each20

townhouse shall have a separate supply connection, supply pipe, curb stop, stop box, service pipe,21

water meter, and other required meter apparatus.22
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(d) A non-residential building in a condominium regime may have separate curb stops,1

service pipes, water meters, and other required apparatus, provided each non-residential building2

abuts a public water main and is assigned a separate legal address.3

Section 10.  That Section 17.10.100 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to4

read as follows:5

17.10.100 Systems Separate When Two Sources Supply Same Premises.  6

On premises where water is supplied or available from two or more sources, the city water7

service being one of them, the services must be entirely separate.  The Director will require that a8

premises survey be completed on the property to determine the source of water available to the9

property, and the method required for cross connection control.  A backflow prevention assembly10

of the type approved by the Lincoln Water System shall be installed on the service line supplying11

city water.12

Section 11.  That Section 17.18.006 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to13

read as follows:14

17.18.006 Water Service Manual.15

The City of Lincoln shall publish standards, methods, and approved materials and devices16

in a Water Service Manual to be adopted and amended by resolution of the City Council approved17

by the Mayor.  The purpose of such manual is to describe the methods and requirements for18

installing, maintaining and repairing water supply pipes, water service pipes, stop boxes, meters,19

backflow prevention assemblies and the relocation of fire hydrants in accordance with the applicable20

provisions of Title 17 of the Lincoln Municipal Code. 21

Section12.  That Section 17.18.010 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to22

read as follows:23
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17.18.010 Making of Tap.  1

A permit in accordance with Chapter 17.10 shall be secured prior to excavation of any water2

main.  The Director shall be given at least six hours notice prior to the time any tap to the main is3

desired.  Before such tap is made, all permits required by the City for the performance of such work4

shall be secured and paid for by the applicant, and all necessary excavation shall be completed and5

adequately protected for worker safety in accordance with federal, state, and local requirements.6

Section13.  That Section 17.18.030 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to7

read as follows:8

17.18.030 Supply and Service Pipes.  9

(a) Water services for all Nnew construction shall be constructed using .  All supply and10

service pipes conveying city water shall be made of materials of the type approved by the Director.11

(b) Reconstruction of premises where an existing water service is present shall require12

the supply pipe to be replaced if it is of a material such as galvanized steel, lead, pitted copper, or13

other material deemed to be unacceptable by the Director, or has been previously repaired, or is14

considered to be in poor condition.15

All new construction shall require a new water service unless the existing water16

service (water service includes tap, supply pipe, stop box, service pipe, and inlet valve) is less than17

three years old, as indicated on water tap records maintained by the Lincoln Water System.18

(c) Each supply pipe and each service pipe shall have an earth cover of not less than five19

feet below the finished grade.  There shall be no joints within copper supply pipes.  There shall be20

no joints within copper service pipes from one foot outside the service entrance of the building to21

the meter.22
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(b d) Repair.  When a supply pipe needing repair is determined to be of a material such as1

galvanized steel, lead, pitted copper, or other material deemed to be unacceptable by the Director,2

the supply pipe shall be replaced.  When a water supply pipe or water service pipe is of acceptable3

material, it may be repaired.4

Section 14.  That Section 17.18.080 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to5

read as follows:6

17.18.080 Cross Connection Control and Backflow Prevention.  7

(a) No person, company, corporation, or institution shall establish or permit to be8

established, or maintained or permit to be maintained, any unprotected cross connection  which9

might lead to the pollution or contamination of the public water supply of the Lincoln Water System.10

Cross connection control and backflow prevention, and maintenance and repair thereof, shall be the11

responsibility of the premise or building owner. Any plumbing connections for the withdrawal from12

or replenishment of private, auxiliary, or emergency water supplies and the method of connection13

and the use of such supplies shall be approved by the Director.14

(b) Cross connections between the Lincoln Water System  public water supply and other15

systems shall be prohibited by the Director.16

(c) Responsibility of Owner.  It shall be the responsibility of all owners of any property17

served by the Lincoln Water System and any private, auxiliary or emergency water supply to notify18

the Lincoln Water System of such private, auxiliary, or emergency water supply. Upon notification,19

the Lincoln Water System will cause to be conducted a survey of the property pursuant to subsection20

(d) of this section.  If, after such survey, a cross connection is determined to exist, the owner shall21

be required to undertake the necessary corrective measures to eliminate the cross connection.  The22

costs of all corrective measures shall be at the owner’s expense.23



-10-

(d) Surveys.  The Director shall have authority and may at any time cause surveys and1

investigations to be made of any property or properties served by the Lincoln Water System where2

cross connections with private, auxiliary or emergency water supplies are known to exist or where3

such supplies are likely to exist.4

The  Director shall also cause surveys and investigations to be made of all properties5

where cross connected piping installations are likely to exist that may result in the pollution or6

contamination of the water supply of the Lincoln Water System, or as required by State of Nebraska7

regulations.  Such surveys and investigations shall be recorded with the  Lincoln Water System, and8

may be repeated as often as the Director shall deem necessary or advisable. Any change of9

occupancy classification may be cause for the Lincoln Water System to perform a survey to10

determine any additional cross connection requirements.11

(e) Maintenance Requirements.  It shall be the responsibility of all customers of the12

Lincoln Water System that have cross connections to maintain all cross connection control in13

working condition and to make no piping or other connection to bypass any device, unless approved14

by the Director.15

Backflow prevention assemblies shall not be bypassed, made inoperative, removed,16

or otherwise made ineffective.17

(f) All testable backflow prevention assemblies shall be tested at least annually by a18

Registered Grade 6 Operator. Backflow prevention assemblies may be tested more frequently when19

required by the Director.  This requirement does not apply to lawn sprinkler systems, except those20

that are equipped with booster pumps or chemical injection systems.21

(g) Discontinuance of Service.  The Director is authorized to discontinue, with notice,22

the water service to any property where any connection or defective backflow prevention23
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assembly(s) in violation of the provisions of Lincoln Municipal Code is known to exist, or in the1

event the owner of the premises refuses to allow for a survey or investigation, and to take2

precautionary measures to eliminate any danger of pollution or contamination of the public water3

supply.4

Water service to such property shall not be restored until such connection or5

connections or defective assembly(s) shall have been eliminated or corrected, in compliance with6

the Lincoln Municipal Code.7

(h) Where contaminants or pollutants potentially harmful or dangerous to health or8

welfare are used with any device or through any process connected to the water system, the customer9

shall install and maintain a backflow prevention device of the type known as a reduced pressure10

backflow prevention device.11

(i) When the Lincoln Water System determines there is an existing or potential pollution12

hazard, not dangerous to health, the customer shall install and maintain a backflow prevention13

device of the type known as a double check valve assembly.  14

Section 15.  That Section 17.18.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to15

read as follows:16

17.18.090 Backflow Prevention Assembly Installation.17

(a) Installations that require the customer to install a containment backflow preventer18

assembly shall have the backflow preventer assembly installed adjacent to the water meter on the19

outlet side of the water meter. When containment backflow preventers are required, the Lincoln20

Water System shall provide the installation inspection.  An initial backflow test shall be performed21

by the customer and the results submitted to the Lincoln Water System.22
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(b) All installations that require bypass piping a continuous supply of water shall have1

a second backflow prevention assembly installed on the bypass piping in a configuration that2

provides water flow through both parallel backflow prevention assemblies. 3

(c) When backflow prevention assemblies are required, they shall be installed in an4

upright horizontal position.  All non-residential service and supply installations shall require the5

installation of a backflow prevention assembly and bypass piping approved by the Lincoln Water6

System.7

(d) When a closed system is protected by an approved backflow prevention assembly,8

properly sized thermal expansion devices shall be installed to protect the plumbing from damage.9

(e) Containment backflow prevention assemblies shall not be bypassed without installing10

a backflow prevention assembly that is designated to be of equal or greater protection on the bypass11

piping.12

(f) Isolation backflow prevention assemblies shall be installed at the point of cross-13

connection within the plumbing system in accordance with Lincoln Municipal Code Title 24.14

(g) Backflow prevention assemblies  shall require a minimum of one foot between the15

lowest portion of the assembly and the grade, floor or platform.  Installations more than five feet16

above the floor or grade shall not be allowed, unless a permanent platform constructed with the17

proper stairs, and railings is installed to provide safe access for required testing or repair.18

(h) All buildings greater than thirty feet in height (measured from the lowest exposed19

grade adjacent to the building to the ceiling height of the upper most level, not including the roof20

structure) except for single family residences, shall require the installation of a  backflow prevention21

assembly and bypass piping approved by the Lincoln Water System.22
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(i) Installation of reduced pressure backflow prevention assemblies shall provide for the1

discharge of water to a suitable drain.2

(j) Customers shall construct and maintain backflow prevention assemblies within a3

structure or building capable of preventing the backflow prevention assembly from freezing at such4

a location, in such a manner, and of such materials as may be designated by the Director, provided5

the structure or building is not considered a confined space by the Occupational Safety and Health6

Administration.7

Section 16.  That Section 17.18.130 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to8

read as follows:9

17.18.130 Separate Connections for Each Premises.  10

Not more than one premises, except as provided in this title, can be supplied from one supply11

and service pipe.  Where more than one premises is found to be supplied from one supply and12

service pipe, the owners of the premises so supplied shall be notified to make separate connections13

for each premises, when required by the Director. 14

 If such owners fail to make such changes, the Lincoln Water System shall discontinue the15

service to said premises and shall not again serve said premises until separate supply and service16

pipes are installed.  A premise may be supplied by more than one supply and service pipe with the17

approval of the Director upon a finding that it is necessary for adequate fire protection or there is18

a vital need for continuous service.  19

Section 17.  That Section 17.18.160 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to20

read as follows:21
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17.18.160  Locating Leaks and Repairing Leaks.  1

When there is a water leak from a public main, customer supply pipe, curb stop, or customer2

service pipe in any street or alley, or other public right-of-way and it  is uncertain where such leak3

originates and the owner of the premises chooses not to make the necessary excavation to ascertain4

the location of such leak, the Lincoln Water System shall make the necessary excavation.  If, after5

making such an excavation, the leak is found to be in the customer supply pipe, curb stop, or6

customer service pipe, the owner of the premises, or the owner’s registered master plumber, shall7

immediately obtain the necessary excavation permit, repair such leak, backfill the excavation, and8

pay the Lincoln Water System the cost of making the excavation.  The Lincoln Water System may9

shut off the water to any premises where the owner has failed to repair such leak, pay the cost of10

such excavation, or take out an excavation permit.11

When it is determined that there is a leak on a customer service pipe, it shall be the12

responsibility of the owner of the premises to have the leak repaired by a registered plumber.  The13

leak must be repaired immediately, or as determined by the Director, upon notification by the14

Lincoln Water System.  If the leak is not repaired immediately or as determined by the Director, the15

Lincoln Water System will cause the water service to be turned off and remain off until the water16

service has been repaired or replaced and inspected by the Lincoln Water System.  Any costs17

associated with this turn off will be assessed against the premises owner’s property and will cause18

a lien to be placed on the property.  When it is determined that the water leak is causing damage, or19

is a hazard to the public, the Lincoln Water System will cause the service to be turned off20

immediately.  All costs and damage associated with the leaking water service shall be assessed to21

the property and become a lien on the property.  22



-15-

Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2011:

_______________________________________
Mayor

If after notification by the Lincoln Water System that a water leak may be on the customer1

supply pipe, curb stop, or customer service pipe and if after the owner of the premises has had their2

registered master plumber make the necessary excavation, and the leak is found to be from a public3

main, the Lincoln Water System shall immediately repair such leak, backfill the excavation, and pay4

the cost of making the excavation.5

If the owner of the premises makes an excavation, assuming the leak is on the customer6

supply pipe, curb stop, or customer service pipe, without notification from the Lincoln Water7

System, the owner of the premises who made the excavation shall be responsible to pay the cost of8

the excavation even if the leak is on the public main.9

All work performed under this section shall be in accordance with Section 17.10.010.  10

Section 18.  That Sections 17.02.210, 17.02.280, 17.10.070, 17.10.080, 17.10.100,11

17.18.006, 17.18.010, 17.18.030, 17.18.080, 17.18.090, 17.18.130, and 17.18.160 of the Lincoln12

Municipal Code as hitherto existing be and the same are hereby repealed.13

Section 19.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its14

passage and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the15

City, according to law.16

Introduced by:

____________________________________

Approved as to Form & Legality:

_________________________________
City Attorney


