
City Council Introduction:   April 25, 2011 Bill Number 11-49

Public Hearing:   May 2, 2011

F A C T   S H E E T

TITLE:  Ordinance to amend various LMC
Sections of Title 17, Water 

OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED:  None

APPLICANT:   Public Works & Utilities

SPONSOR:   Public Works & Utilities

OPPONENTS:  None Identified

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  For

REASON FOR LEGISLATION:  Amendments include clarifications to existing policy and reduced
requirements for plumbing contractors and builders.  Amendments also include adopting a revised Water
Service Manual as well as allowing the manual to be approved by Mayor’s Executive Order rather than
City Council Resolution. The revised Water Service Manual has been entirely reformatted from the current
manual and is submitted as a draft document.  This manual serves as the technical document that
specifies various policies and procedures to be used when obtaining water service from the Lincoln Water
System.  

These amendments have been considered by an informal codes review committee representing plumbing
contractors, homebuilders, mechanical engineers and utility contractors.  These revisions are supported
by committee members.

D I S C U S S I O N

Proposed amendments include the following major changes:

1. Elimination of temporary water meters at residential construction sites in most all
circumstances.  This reduces the burden for builders to protect meters against theft and freezing.
Some administrative time will also be reduced by eliminating temporary meter deployment, meter
reading and billing.  Incidental water use at construction sites will be collected as a flat fee during
permitting so lost revenues are not anticipated.  Reference:  LMC 17.10.070 and Water Service
Manual, Chapter 7.

2. Clarification of how water service is provided to a specific property.  The code is amended to
better clarify the past policy of providing a single water service for each lot.  However, amendments
will now allow for multiple water services for critical water customers and for non-residential
condominium regimes.  This allowance has been requested by developers in the past.  Reference:
LMC 17.10.080 and Water Service Manual, Chapter 1.

3. The Water Service Manual will be approved by the Mayor rather than City Council resolution.
This amendment allows for more expedient response to various technical and procedural changes
that are desired from time to time.   Reference:  LMC 17.18.006.

4. Polyethylene (PE) tubing material will be allowed for 3/4" and 1" water services in new
construction.  This material has potential for reducing costs for builders.  The existing code only
allows copper tubing to be used on 3/4" and 1" water services.  Copper tubing prices have increased
significantly in recent years.  Plumbing contractors and homebuilders have requested consideration
of this material.  Specific installation requirements for polyethylene tubing are included in the Water
Service Manual.  Reference:  Water Service Manual, Chapter 2.
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5. Clarification on how quickly leaks must be repaired on private water services and how non-
compliance is handled.  Amendments would allow 15 days from time of notification unless an
alternate schedule is approved by the Director. This provides LWS a better tool to have leaks fixed
in a more timely manner but also allows flexibility when dealing with customers who have unusual
circumstances.  Reference:  LMC 17.18.160 and Water Service Manual, Chapter 13.

6. Clarification is made in the Water Service Manual that all commercial properties must have
backflow protection.  LWS has historically required backflow protection at all commercial
properties; however, this requirement was not in the code.  Backflow protection is required by State
and Federal safe drinking water regulations, but each utility is given some latitude in determining the
level of hazard and degree of backflow protection.  LWS believes all commercial properties represent
some risk and should have proper backflow protection installed.  Reference:  Water Service Manual,
Chapter 5.

7. New Sections have been added to the Water Service Manual to better clarify and inform
customers, plumbing contractors and builders about various policies and procedures.  These
include new chapters for Cross Connection Control Surveys (Chapter 6), Water Service Turn-on and
Turn-offs (Chapter 9), Water Service Abandonment (Chapter 10), Sewer Deduct and Add Meters
(Chapter 12) and Repair of Leaks on Water Services (Chapter 13).

POLICY OR PROGRAM CHANGE:  Described above

COST OF TOTAL PROJECT:  None

SOURCE OF FUNDS:
CITY:  N/A
NON CITY:  N/A

BENEFIT COST:  N/A

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY:  Steve Owen, Supt. of Water Distribbution

REVIEWED BY: Director of Public Works/Utilities


