
   IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
 MONDAY, MAY 23, 2011

I. CITY CLERK
  

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to discussion on Sustainable Development.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to annual zoo event.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Biketacular set for Saturday, May 21st. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. 911 Center to demonstrate call simulator. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Free computer recycling offered this weekend. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor’s Arts Awards reservations due May 25th. 
7. NEWS RELEASE. Celebrate Bike to Work Week with free ice cream social. 

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Investment Activity Report for the quarter ending February 28, 2011. 
2. Monthly City Cash Report for April, 2011.

CITY LIBRARIES
1. One Book - One Lincoln. Top 3 finalists to be announced. 
2. Reply from Patricia Leach, Library Director, to Richard Schmeling on library procedures. (Directors’

Meeting, May 16, 2011, City Clerk, No. 1) 

PARKS AND RECREATION
1. Summary of Parks and Recreation budget information.

a) Link to access the on-line survey

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
1. Reply to Councilman Jon Camp regarding Change of Zone No. 08057A, Amendment to the

University Place PUD scheduled for public hearing before Planning Commission on May 18, 2011. 
2. Administrative Approvals. Approved by the Planning Director from May 10, 2011 through May 16,

2011. 
3. Annexation by Ordinance. HiMark Estates, S. 88th St and Pioneers Blvd. Effective: May 24, 2011,

18.32 acres. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission, May 18, 2011. 
2. Planning Commission Final Action, May 18, 2011.  

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. ADVISORY. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Projects. Proposed Arterial Rehabilitation

Projects. 70th Street; Vine - Aylesworth. State Project No. LCLC 5247 (12) CN 13081. City Project
No. 540012.   
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IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Comments on Omaha’s survey with link. 
2. Correspondence from Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff, on Councilman Camp’s comments on the Omaha

survey and Lincoln’s survey.  

JONATHAN COOK
1. Email from Doug Schueths stating why Lincoln does not need the alarm fines increased. 
2. Letter from Mike and Charlotte Ralston. Ban smart meters. They are a health hazard and an

unnecessary intrusion in our private lives. 

DOUG EMERY
1. Letter from Dana Stefanidis encouraging a city wide ban on proposed smart meters. Serious health

hazard. 
2. Letter from Joanne Elliott. Encourage the City Council to ban smart meters. They are potentially

dangerous to our health.

CARL ESKRIDGE
1. Letter from Mary Kollar. Need your assistance in banning smart meters in Lincoln. They are causing

many health issues in other parts of the country, plus the potential for control over the private citizen.

V. MISCELLANEOUS - None

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Tim Cox. Think a $250 fine for false alarms number seven and eight is not in the best

interest of business or Lincoln homeowners. (Distributed to Council Members on Monday, May 16,
2011)

2. Letter from Maggie Higgins against increasing the fees for false alarm calls. (Distributed to Council
Members on Monday, May 16, 2011)  

3. Email from Dean Butt stating the City needs to control spending and Lincoln does not need higher
alarm fees. 

4. Email from Larry Johnson encouraging the Council to vote no on attempts to increase fees charges
for false alarms. 

5. Email from Deb Roberts. Vote no for the alarm amendment. 
6. Email from Earl Visser. Vote no on the alarm amendment #1.
7. Email from Jeff Barclay asking Council to not raise alarm fees.
8. Media Release. Community Health Endowment announces annual awards. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT          
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CENTER

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-3444

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 16, 2011

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Fred Hoke, Development Services Center, 402-441-7584

PUBLIC INVITED TO DISCUSSION 

ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The public is invited to a discussion about promoting sustainable development goals from 7 to 9

p.m. Wednesday, May 25.  Neighborhood association representatives, the general public and

members of the development community are especially encouraged to attend the session in the

City Council Chambers, 555 S. 10th St.

Participants will have the opportunity to help shape the local discussion on sustainable codes as

well as the role of development codes on zoning, subdivisions, historical preservation and other

aspects of sustainability. 

The discussion will focus on sustainable development and how it can help the City accomplish

its goals. Topics will include renewable energy, greenhouse gas reduction, recycling, urban

agriculture, accomplishments, and the public’s suggestions for Lincoln’s plans for sustainable

development.

The public meeting precedes the Sustainable Development Code Audit Workshop for City

officials and the development community on Thursday, May 26 (invitation only due to space). 

The public meeting and workshop are funded by a technical assistance grant the City received

from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Lincoln is one of only 32 communities to

receive the funding under the Sustainable Communities Building Blocks program and the first in

the country to host a public meeting and workshop.  EPA officials will take the information they

learn from the Lincoln meeting and workshop to shape other workshops across the country. 

Lincoln requested assistance to help identify sustainability issues for the City and County. 

The discussion be conducted by three presenters:

• Kevin M. Nelson, AICP, is a Senior Policy Analyst for the EPA’s Office of Sustainable

Communities. 

• David Doyle is EPA’s Smart Growth/Sustainable Community Coordinator, in the Region 7

Kansas City, Kansas office.

• Christopher J. Duerksen, Esq., is managing director of Clarion Associates of Colorado, LLC,

and co-founder of the Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute at the University of Denver School

of Law.
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LINCOLN FIRE AND RESCUE

1801 “Q” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8350, fax 402-441-7098

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 16, 2011     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dan Ripley, Lincoln Fire and Rescue, 402-441-8360

             

PUBLIC INVITED TO ANNUAL ZOO EVENT

The public is invited to the 27th annual Fun Run/Walk - Zoo Day Saturday, May 21 at the

Lincoln Children’s Zoo, 1222 S. 27th St.  The event is sponsored by Lincoln Fire and Rescue

(LFR), the Lincoln Children’s Zoo, HyVee, Wayne’s Body Shop and radio stations 92.9 The

Eagle and 96 KX.   Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and the Fun Run/Walk starts at 10 a.m. in the

parking lot at the zoo entrance.  Participants will circle the zoo for one mile and finish where the

race began. The entire family is welcome.

After the Fun Run/Walk, the fun continues with Fire Safety Day at the Zoo until 3 p.m.  LFR

invites families with young children to visit the Children’s Fire Safety House. LFR also will have

a  fire engine and ambulance on display, and other fire safety activities will be demonstrated

inside and outside of the Zoo.  

The Fun Run/Walk is free, and those who participate in it will receive a free train ride around the

Zoo.  Regular admission will be charged for those entering the Zoo.

For more information on this event contact Firefighter Dan Ripley 402-441-8360.

For more information on this and other LFR programs, visit the City website at lincoln.ne.gov

(keyword: fire).
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511, fax 402-441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 17, 2011

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jon Carlson, Stronger Safer Neighborhoods, 402-441-7224

       Sean Craig, Capital City Criterium, 402-261-3003

 BIKETACULAR SET FOR SATURDAY MAY 21

Event includes Capital City Criterium, 5K Fun Run and kids events

The public is invited to ride or take their bikes to the City’s third annual Biketacular and the

Capital City Criterium from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, May 21 along Goodhue Boulevard south of

the State Capitol.   Free parking is available in the lot south of the Capitol off 16th Street.

New this year is a 5K “Race for the Place” Fun Run at 8 a.m. sponsored by the Gathering Place. 

Pre-registration is required, and information is available from Michael Ryan at 402-476-7398. 

Free children’s activities are scheduled from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on “G” Street north of McPhee

Elementary.  Activities include  a bike rodeo, bike maintenance and safety stations, face painting

and  freestyle and unicycle demonstrations as well as kids’ bike races beginning at noon. Children

completing the bike rodeo and safety stations will receive prizes and be entered into a drawing. 

Volunteers will help children decorate bicycles for a bike parade, kicked off by Police Chief Tom

Casady at noon.      

More than 100 pro and semi-pro adult racers from across the region are expected to compete in the

Criterium from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The north side of McPhee Elementary will serve as the starting

and ending location of the .7-mile course. Sean Craig, Race Director and co-owner of Bike

Pedalers, said the race is a USA Cycling sanctioned event with six divisions.  Medals will be

awarded, and cash prizes will be offered in select categories. 

The event is hosted by the City of Lincoln and the Near South and Everett neighborhood

associations and supported by local agencies and businesses..  Mayoral Aide Jon Carlson, who

manages the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program, said the goals of the event are to promote

safe, healthy lifestyles and foster a friendlier community. 

For more information about Biketacular (or to volunteer), contact Jon Carlson at 402-441-7224 or

jcarlson@lincoln.ne.gov.  For more information about the Criterium, contact Sean Craig at 402-

261-3003 or visit capitalcitycriterium.com.
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Emergency Communications/911, 575 S.10th St, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 17, 2011     

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Julie Righter, Communications Manager, 402-441-7252

             

911 CENTER TO DEMONSTRATE CALL SIMULATOR

The Lincoln Emergency Communications/911Center will demonstrate its 911 Call Simulator at

the Belmont Neighborhood Fair from 3 to 5 p.m. today at the Belmont Community Center, 1234

Judson St.  A 911 Emergency Services Dispatcher will use the simulator to teach children and

adults what they need to know and what they should do in case of an emergency.

“With this device, we can simulate a realistic 911 situation,” said Julie Righter, Communications

Coordinator for 911.  “The safety sessions with this simulator have helped even young children

learn to use 911 to summon help.”

A grant from the Community Health Endowment funded the purchase of the device from Retina

Systems Inc.

The 911 Call Simulator is scheduled to be demonstrated at two other upcoming events:

• Lincoln Fire and Rescue’s 28th annual Fun Run/Walk and Zoo Day Saturday, May 21 at the

Lincoln Children’s Zoo, 1222 S. 27th St.  The simulator will be demonstrated from 10 a.m. to 5

p.m.

• The BryanLGH Kids Fair Saturday, June 11 at the BryanLGH East parking garage on Cotner.   

The simulator will be demonstrated from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Those wanting to schedule demonstrations at community or neighborhood events can contact Righter at

jrighter@lincoln.ne.gov and 402-441-7252.  More information on Lincoln’s 911 Center is available on the

City website at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: 911).  More information on the simulator is available at

911interactivesimulator.com.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa St., Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7043

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 17, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 402-441-7043

        Thor Schrock, Schrock Innovations, 866-496-8772

FREE COMPUTER RECYCLING OFFERED THIS WEEKEND

Lincoln residents will have the opportunity to recycle old computer equipment at no charge this
weekend at Schrock Innovations, 2801 Pine Lake Road.  Recycling will be offered from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. Saturday, May 21 and from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, May 22.   The recycling drive is a
collaborative effort involving Schrock Innovations, Alter Scrap Processing, 24-Hour Recycling,
Techware Recycling and the City Recycling Office.

The first computer monitor will be recycled at no cost to residents.  A $15 fee will be added for each
additional monitor, however Schrock Innovations will provide a $15 gift card for every monitor a
customer pays to recycle.  Those with more than 10 monitors can make special arrangements  by
calling 402-423-9595.

No televisions will be accepted.  Items accepted at the collection event are:
• computer towers
• laptops
• printers/scanners
• keyboards/mice
• computer speakers 
• cords
• cell phones
• chargers
• extra batteries
• CRT and LCD monitors (limit one free monitor per customer)

“Typically, residents must pay a fee for recycling computer monitors,” said City Recycling
Coordinator Gene Hanlon.  “This free recycling effort allows residents to clean out their closets of
old computer equipment.  It also demonstrates how local businesses can provide product stewardship
for the products they sell.”

Thor Schrock, owner of Schrock Innovations said trained staff will wipe information off every
device with data storage (hard drive, flash memory, cell phone, etc.) before it is recycled.  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 18, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

       Deb Weber, Lincoln Arts Council, 434-2787

             

MAYOR’S ARTS AWARDS RESERVATIONS DUE MAY 25

Reservations are due Wednesday, May 25 for the 33rd annual Mayor’s Arts Awards the evening of

Wednesday June 8 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts.  Mayor Chris Beutler and the Lincoln Arts

Council present the awards to formally recognize artistic contributions and achievements in the Lincoln

area.  The theme for this year is “Mission: Possible.” 

The event begins at 5:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:20 p.m.  The awards ceremony begin at 7:15

p.m.  Tickets are $50, and reservations are required.  Checks can be sent to LAC, 920 “O” Street, Lincoln,

NE 68508.  More information is available at 402-434-2787or the LAC Web site at www.artscene.org.  

Event sponsors are Union Bank & Trust Company, Jerry and Annette Hall, Rena Kaplan, The Landing at

Williamsburg and the Lincoln Community Foundation.  Video sponsors are The Kinder Porter Scott

Family Foundation and Liberty First Credit Union.

The honorees:

• The Mayor’s Choice Award will be presented to playwright Becky Boesen and her play “In My

Daughter’s Name,” which was  presented in October by the Angels Theatre Company.  The

Mayor’s Choice Award is sponsored by Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson and Oldfather. 

• The Arts Organization Award will be presented to MEDICI, which supports the UNL

Department of Art and Art History.  The award recognizes an arts group that has made significant

contributions to Lincoln’s arts community over a period of years and is sponsored by Runza.

• The Outstanding Event Award will be presented to the “Textiles and Settlement: From Plains

Space to Cyber Space,” the Textile Society of America’s 12th Biennial Symposium.  The award

recognizes a performance, exhibition, event or project in the previous year that will be notable in

the community memory for years to come and is sponsored by Joe and Judye Ruffo.

• The Artistic Achievement Award - Visual Arts will be presented to painter Judith Burton. The

award recognizes excellence and accomplishment in any of the visual arts.

• The Artistic Achievement Award - Performing Arts will be presented to Dan Stratman,

Director of Production and Facilities at the Lied Center.  The award recognizes excellence and

accomplishment in any of the performing arts and is sponsored by Farmers Mutual Insurance

Company of Nebraska. 
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Mayor’s Arts Awards

May 18, 2011

Page Two

• The Artistic Achievement Award - Youth will be presented to award-winning visual artist

Madeline Cass, a Lincoln High School senior who also writes poetry and plays the violin. The

award recognizes excellence and accomplishment in any arts discipline by a young person age 18

or younger and is sponsored by Lucy Buntain Comine in memory of Anne Buntain.

• The Gladys Lux Education Award will be presented to Ann Gradwohl, an artist and Project

Coordinator of the Art in Society curriculum for the Sheldon Museum of Art.  The award

recognizes special initiatives in or dedication to arts education and is sponsored by the Gladys Lux

Foundation.

• The Heart of the Arts Award will be presented to Don Gill, a member of the Nebraska

Broadcasters Hall of Fame, for his leadership of the Lincoln Municipal Band, his NET radio show

featuring big band music and his many other volunteer activities, This award recognizes

individuals or organizations for outstanding volunteer dedication to the arts or for making a major

overall impact on the arts in Lincoln. The award is being sponsored by Talent Plus, Inc..

• The Halcyon Allsman Benefactor of the Arts Award will be presented to Bets and Larry

Frederick.  The award honors an individual, family, organization or business making significant

financial contributions to the arts in Lincoln and is sponsored by Wells Fargo Bank.

• The Oliva Family “Arts for Kids” Award will be presented to Jason Schmit who started the

Northeast Family Center’s Academy of Rock program. The award honors an individual or

organization from outside of the arts professions whose leadership has enhanced arts activities and

experiences for children.  It is sponsored by the Giacomo and Dorothy Oliva Family.

• The “ArtScene Backstage Award” will be presented to Bill Stibor of NET Radio for

extraordinary service to the arts through behind-the-scenes efforts.   The award is sponsored by A

to Z Printing. 

• The Literary Heritage Award will be presented to former bookstore owners Jim McKee and

Linda Hillegass.  The award recognizes a writer or an individual or group who promotes

excellence in writing and literature in Nebraska and is sponsored by the Nebraska Literary

Heritage Association.

• The Kimmel Foundation Award will be presented to Anne Burton (visual artist) and Jennifer

Bryan (writer). The award recognizes an emerging visual artist and a writer and includes a two-

week residency at the Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for the Arts plus a $1000 stipend.  The

award is sponsored by The Richard P. Kimmel and Laurine Kimmel Charitable Foundation.

Except for the Literary Heritage, Mayor’s Choice and Kimmel Foundation awards, honorees are selected

by a panel of arts professionals.  This year’s award is being created by Joe Ruffo, a Mayor’s Arts Award

winner in 2004 and a former President of the LAC.

The public is encouraged to submit names of members of the Lincoln arts community who have died since

the last awards ceremony in June 2010 for memorial recognition at the awards event to

mayorsartsawards@artscene.org.  

For more information, visit artscene.org.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511, fax 402-441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 18, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

                                                        

CELEBRATE BIKE TO WORK WEEK

WITH FREE ICE CREAM SOCIAL

The public is invited to bike to Antelope Park for a free ice cream social from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

Friday, May 20.  The event is part of Bike to Work Week and will feature ice cream from the

UNL Dairy Store, live music from Chris Sayre, exhibits and prize drawings.  The event will be

held northwest of the Auld Recreation Center.  A shelter is available in case of rain.

Those who sign up to bike to work or school at least once this week  will receive a free cinch bag

full of information and coupons (while supplies last) and will be entered into the drawing for

prizes.  Bikers can sign up at the ice cream social and through Friday at these registration sites:

• Bike Pedalers, 1631 Pine Lake Road 

• Bike Rack, 3321 Pioneers Blvd. 

• Cycle Works, 27th and Vine 

• Cycle Works, 70th and Pioneers 

• Joyride Bicycles, 5633 S. 16th St. 

• Cleaner Greener Lincoln, 2143 “O” St.

• Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, 3140 “N” St.

• Lincoln Parks and Recreation, 2740 “A” St.

StarTran is offering free rides through Friday for those using the new Bike and Bus option. 

Bikers can try out the new bike racks on the buses at the ice cream social.  

Bikers are strongly encouraged to wear helmets.  The City also reminds residents that it is illegal

to ride a bike on sidewalks in downtown and other congested districts.  More information and

photos from the Bike to Work Kickoff Rally May 13 are available at lincoln.ne.gov.  

City agencies involved in Bike to Work, Lincoln! are the Mayor’s Cleaner Greener Lincoln

Initiative; the City-County Health, Planning and Personnel departments; the Parks and Recreation

Department; StarTran and the Urban Development’s Parking Division.  Participating

organizations include the Great Plains Bicycling Club, GPTN, Lincoln Safe Kids Coalition, the

Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee, the UNL Wellness Office and Workwell.  Also

participating are local retailers including Bike Pedalers, the Bike Rack, Cycle Works and Joyride

as well as Amigos, Scooter’s, Great Harvest Bread and Pepsi.
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1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: Budget Information

Subject: FW: Budget Information 
 
Dear Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Members: 
 
During the May monthly meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board I mentioned that I had prepared a 
summary of budget adjustments over the past five years.  The following is a copy of that summary.   
 
Also, I would like to encourage you to complete the current Taking Charge Budget summary that is available on‐line.  
This survey will assist the Mayor and the City Council in review and preparation of the City operation budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year.  The survey was developed in partnership with the UN‐L Public Policy Center again this year. 
 
Please let me know if you have questions or comments.  Thanks for your ongoing advice and guidance.  Lynn 
 
Summary of Parks and Recreation Budget Changes from FY 2006‐07 through FY 2010‐11 
Prepared by Lynn Johnson 
May 12, 2011 
 
FY 2006‐07  General  Fund budget reduction of about $248,000.  Reduction of 5.45 FTE’s associated with 7,500 
hour reduction in park maintenance activities, including transferring 82 acres to long grass maintenance 
 
FY 2007‐08  General  Fund budget reduction of about $73,000. (Note that the budget reduction is masked by 
the addition of the 27th pay period during this fiscal year.)  Reduction of 16.65 FTE’s  including: 

• two arborist positions,  
• youth sports program supervisor,   
• seasonal staff associated with closure of Kuklin Pool, and  
• about 7,700 hours of parks maintenance activities, including   transferring 139 acres to long grass 

maintenance 
 
FY 2008‐09 General Fund budget reduction of about $373,000.  (Note that a portion of the budget reduction 
was due to additional costs associated with the 27th pay period during the prior fiscal year.) Reduction of 33.69 
FTE’s including:  

• public information specialist,   
• closure of one recreation center, and 
• discontinuation of City operation of before and after school programs at six schools 

 
FY 2009‐10 General Fund budget increase of about $64,000.  Reduction of 4.92 FTE’s including seasonal staff 
associated with:  

• closure of Meadow Heights Pool,  
• reduction in public evening hours at Woods Pool, and 
• 7000 hour reduction in park maintenance activities, including transferring 222 acres to long grass 

maintenance 
 
FY 2010‐11  General Fund budget increase of about $317,000.  Increase of 5.86 FTE’s due to: 
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• addition of one week of pool operations due to LPS schedule, but reduction in public evening hours at 
four neighborhood pools, 

• increase in the number of revenue producing summer day camps, 
• staffing for the new Union Plaza site, 
• reduction of about 4,300 hours in parks maintenance activities, including transferring 166 acres to long 

grass maintenance . 
 
Five Year Summary 

• closed two pools and reduced evening hours open to the public at five other pools 
• closed one recreation center 
• discontinued City operation of six before and after school programs 
• transferred 628 acres of parkland to long grass maintenance 
• eliminated youth team sports program supervisor 
• eliminated public information specialist position (some duties were consolidated with another 

position) 
• eliminated two arborist positions 
• budget reduction over the past five years is about $2.0 million adjusted for inflationary costs 
• reduction of about 54.9 FTE’s over the past five years 

 
 
Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation 
2740 A Street 
Lincoln, NE  68502 
(402)441‐8265, ljohnson@lincoln,ne.gov 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: Addition to PRAB message

Importance: High

 
Subject: FW: Addition to PRAB message 
Importance: High 
 
 
Below is the link to access the on‐line budget survey that Lynn referred to in my last e‐mail message ☺ 
 
The survey can be accessed at lincoln.ne.gov, and by clicking on “Taking Charge Public Budget Survey”. 
 
Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation 
2740 A Street 
Lincoln, NE  68502 
(402)441‐8265, ljohnson@lincoln,ne.gov 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: One Book - One Lincoln Top Three Finalists to be Announced

FOR RELEASE:      May 16, 2011 

                             

One Book – One Lincoln  

Top 3 Finalists to be Announced 

  

The three finalists for Lincoln City Libraries’ One Book – One Lincoln community reading program 
will be announced on Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, at 10:30 a.m. at the Dock of The Mill, 800 P Street, 
in the Haymarket.     

The Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries is hosting an announcement event from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
 All proceeds from coffee sales will benefit the Foundation.      

Library staff will be available at The Mill from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 with a limited number of copies of 
the three titles available for checkout to customers who bring their library cards.     

Again this year, the community is being asked to vote for the title for the community reading 
program.   Ballots will be available at all libraries and the library’s website June 1 – July 31st.   

The One Book – One Lincoln Community Reading Program encourages residents to read and 
discuss the same book.  Now in its tenth year, Lincoln City Libraries community reading program has 
featured Plainsong, Bel Canto, Peace Like a River, Kite Runner, Devil in the White City, The Worst 
Hard Time, The Thirteenth Tale, People of the Book, and I Am a Man. 

To sign-up to receive information about One Book - One Lincoln events, visit the library’s website at 
www.lincolnlibraries.org. 

For more information contact Barbara at 402-441-8512 or Gail at 402-429-5849. 

#### 

Barbara Hansen 
Administrative Aide 
Lincoln City Libraries 
402-441-8512 











































City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g May 17, 2011

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Jean Preister

This is a list of the Administrative Approvals that were approved by the Planning Director
from May 10, 2011 thru May 16, 2011:

Administrative Amendment No. 11015 to Special Permit No. 450P, Madonna Health
Center, approved by the Planning Director on May 10, 2011, requested by Erickson
Sullivan Architects, to revise the site plan to add parking stalls adjacent to S. 52nd St. and
S. 56th St., on property generally located at S. 56th St. and South St. 

Administrative Amendment No. 11012 to Change of Zone No. 05068A, The Woodlands
at Yankee Hill, approved by the Planning Director on May 16, 2011, requested by ESP,
Inc., to add conditions for the installation and operation of a sewer pump near the
intersection of S. 80th St. and Yankee Woods Dr., on property generally located at S. 70th

St. and Yankee Hill Rd.   





*** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION ***
May 18, 2011

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, May 18, 2011, at 1:00 p.m., in the City Council
Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska,
on the following items.  For more information, call the Planning
Department, (402) 441-7491.

The LPlan Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, May 18, 2011,
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., in Room 113 of the County-City Building,
555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska.

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will meet on May
18, 2011, immediately following the regular meeting in Room 113 of the
County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska for a briefing on
on the draft Capital Improvements Program (CIP) for FY2011-12 –
2016/17, and the draft Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) for
FY2012-15.

**PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item
with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”.  Any aggrieved person may appeal Final
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the action of the Planning
Commission. 

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2011

[All members present]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held May 4, 2011. **APPROVED, 9-0**



1. CONSENT AGENDA
(Public Hearing and Administrative Action):

PERMITS:
1.1 Special Permit No. 11008, for the expansion of a nonstandard use to

Page allow an existing single story addition in the front yard setback to be
01 replaced by a two story addition in the same general footprint, on property

generally located at the northwest corner of S. 36th Street and Laura Avenue
(635 S. 36th Street). *** FINAL ACTION ***

 Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated May 5, 2011, 9-0.
Resolution No. PC-01230.

1.2 Special Permit No. 11009, for an approximately 145' tall personal wireless
Page facility with a waiver to the fall zone, on property generally located at
09 Rosa Parks Way and Homestead Expressway. *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated May 4, 2011, 9-0.
Resolution No. PC-01231.

MISCELLANEOUS: 

1.3 Miscellaneous No. 11002, to vacate the Stone Bridge Creek Villas Final
Page Plat, generally located at Redstone Road and Humphrey Avenue.
33 Staff recommendation: Approval   

Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 9-0.
Public Hearing before the City Council is tentatively scheduled for
Monday, June 13, 2011, 3:00 p.m.

2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: None.

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: None.



4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION:

CHANGE OF ZONE: 
4.1 Change of Zone No. 08057A, an amendment to the University Place

Page Planned Unit Development to allow for the consumption of alcohol on the
41 premises on property generally located at N. 48th Street and St. Paul Avenue,

and for approval of a modification of the development plan which modifies the
standards of the underlying zoning district, subdivision ordinance and design
standards.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated May 4, 2011, 9-0.  
Public Hearing before the City Council is tentatively scheduled for
Monday, June 13, 2011, at 3:00 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * * 

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *
PENDING LIST:  

1a. Change of Zone No. 11009, amending Section 27.63.500 of the Lincoln Municipal
Code relating to Zoning Code Special Permits for Scrap Processing Operations,
Salvage Yards, and Enclosed Disassembly Operations, to allow outdoor salvage
material to be located closer than 500 feet from certain entrance corridors if land
forms or screening completely obstructs the view by the traveling public of the
salvage material, and to authorize the City Council to decrease the 500-foot setback
under limited circumstances; and repealing Section 27.63.500 of the Lincoln
Municipal Code as hitherto existing.
(5-4-11:  Planning Commission voted 9-0 to continue public hearing until June
1, 2011 at the applicant’s request.)

1b. Special Permit No. 11006, for a scrap processing operation and to allow salvage
material kept outside a building to be located closer than the 500 feet to the West
“O” Street entrance corridor, on property generally located at West O Street and Sun
Valley Boulevard (545 West “O” Street).
(5-4-11:  Planning Commission voted 9-0 to continue public hearing until June
1, 2011 at the applicant’s request.)



Planning Dept. staff contacts: 

Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager . . . 441-6473 . . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Long Range Planning Manager . 441-6363 . . ntooze@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6369 . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov 
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-5662 . . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6364 . . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike DeKalb, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6370 . . mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7603 . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6373 . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Sara Hartzell, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6371 . . shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Rashi Jain, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6372 . . rjain@lincoln.ne.gov
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6362 . . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . . . . 441-6370 . . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov 

* * * * * *
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City TV, Cable Channel 5.

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm 



PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
NOTIFICATION

TO : Mayor Chris Beutler
Lincoln City Council

 
FROM : Jean Preister, Planning

DATE : May 18, 2011

RE : Notice of final action by Planning Commission: May 18, 2011

Please be advised that on May 18, 2011, the Lincoln City-Lancaster County Planning
Commission adopted the following resolutions:

Resolution No. PC-01230, approving Special Permit No. 11008, for authority to expand
a nonstandard single-family dwelling into the required front yards for the purpose of
reconstructing an existing first floor room and adding a second story room and
basement, on property generally located at the northwest corner of Laura Avenue and
South 36th Street (635 S. 36th Street).  

Resolution No. PC-01231, approving Special Permit No. 11009, for authority to
construct a 145' tall monopole wireless facility capable of accommodating antennas for
at least three wireless service providers, including a waiver of the fall zone from 72.5 feet
to 3 feet and a waiver of Design Standards to allow a fence to be used for screening in
lieu of trees and shrubs, on property generally located west of the intersection of
Homestead Expressway and Rosa Parks Way.  
 

This is final action unless appealed to the City Council within 14 days of the action by the
Planning Commission.  

The Planning Commission Resolutions may be accessed on the internet at www.lincoln.ne.gov
(Keyword = PATS).  Use the “Search Selection” screen and search by application number (i.e.
SP11008 and SP11009).  The Resolution and Planning Department staff report are in the
“Related Documents” under the application number.

Q:\shared\wp\jlu\2011 ccnotice\051811
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May 17, 2011

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Projects
Proposed Arterial Rehabilitation Projects

70th Street; Vine - Aylesworth

State Project No.  LCLC 5247 (12) CN 13081

City Project No.  540012

The City of Lincoln proposes to widen, mill and overlay 70th Street from Vine to Aylesworth starting

the week of May 23, 2001 weather permitting.  Phase One will include reconstructing the 70th and

Holdrege Street intersection and all work north of the intersection to Aylesworth.  The intersection and

70th Street north to Aylesworth  will be closed to through traffic for 24 days.  Upon completion of

Phase One, the contractor will open that section and close 70th Street from south of Holdrege to Vine

Street for approximately two months.  Sections of 70th Street that are currently two lanes will be

widened to 34' to allow for three lanes to match adjacent sections.  Substandard ADA facilities (i.e.

curb ramps and detectable warning panels) will be reconstructed to meet minimum requirements at all

intersections.  All work is scheduled to be completed by August 12, 2011.  The City will work with

local businesses regarding access during construction.  Access to local residences will be restricted at

times.  The contractor for this project is Pavers Inc.

Information on all City of Lincoln Recovery Act Projects are available on the City’s web site at

lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recovery). If you have questions or comments, please contact one of the

following:

Erika Nunes Warren Wondercheck, Project Manager

Engineering Services Engineering Services

(402) 441-5675 (402) 540-2750

enunes@lincoln.ne.gov wwondercheck@lincoln.ne.gov

Mike Tidball

Pavers Inc.

(402) 786-5900

City Project Number 540012 State Project Number LCLC - 5247 (12), CN 13081
540012 Adv WLW tdq 2.wpd
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: FW: Omaha Survey

Re: Omaha Survey 
 
Thanks Jon. I have been reviewing the Omaha effort. We look forward to learning more. 
 
Regarding our survey: 
 
On the issue of feedback. There are points on the survey where comments can be made and a discussion 
section for talking with other citizens and asking questions of staff. We feel that the feedback section is a 
strength of our effort and provides a great avenue for two way communication. 
 
On the issue of the survey questions: that section is research being conducted by the Public Policy Center and 
is seperate from the City survey. A person taking the survey must give their OK before receiving those 
questions. Choosing not to answer any or all of the PPC does not impact answers given on the City's portion of 
the survey. In response to concerns raised, the PPC is adding language to make clear that the questions are 
for their research, not the City's. 
 
Thank you. 
‐‐‐‐‐Original message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jon Camp <JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com> 
Subject: Omaha Survey 

Greetings: 
  
I was referred to the Omaha survey that is being conducted and can be found at www.engageomaha.com.  When you 
have time, I suggest you look at the format which follows an interactive approach and allows comments.   
  
Two initial comments I have about Omaha’s survey:  (1) the summary of each topic only allows a summary of “support” 
and “comments” but no tabulation of “opponents”; (2) an interactive survey like this will require more hands on 
analysis, but also allows better two‐way communication. 
  
I noticed a reference to www.mindmixer.com, which assisted in the preparation of this survey.   
  
A side note:  as has been publicized recently, I, too, am receiving considerable feedback and concerns about the 
questions inserted at the conclusion of Lincoln’s survey.   
 Jon 
  

JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Subject: Omaha Survey

 

Subject: Omaha Survey 
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JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
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808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
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Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
 
Check our reception and event venues at: 
 
             http://www.facebook.com/pages/Apothecary-Lofts-Ridnour-Room/173175799380032 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Doug Schueths [doug@linclist.com]
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 12:29 PM
To: jcookCC@aol.com
Cc: Council Packet
Subject: no on new fees for false alarms

Councilman Cook, 
The city of Lincoln is becoming an unfriendly town in which to live and own a business. The 
alarm fines are working fine as they are currently structured. Even our police chief agrees. 
You have given us a tax on the sales tax for the arena?, a tax on tax for cell phones and 
service? and now even greater than necessary fines on false alarms? Alarms create a safe 
community by discouraging burglaries. Why discourage alarms? 
Create new revenue by taxing ingress and egress to gasoline stations!  
Create a toll road on I‐180 and on 27th street ‐ but first widen the damned mess. I would 
gladly pay a toll for a faster 27th st. 
Thank you. 
Doug Schueths 
402‐489‐5845 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Tim Cox [timc@cfslinc.com]
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 10:48 AM
To: jcookCC@aol.com
Cc: Council Packet; Coby Mach
Subject: Proposed Amendment to Alarm Ordinance

Dear Councilman Cook: 
  
I think that a $250 fine for false alarms number 7 & 8 is obviously not in the best interest of businesses or Lincoln 
homeowners.  Your campaign for City Council was based upon a pro-business platform, not anti-business.  Your 
proposed amendment to the city Alarm Ordinance appears to be unwarranted, opportunistic, and clearly not in the best 
interest of the entire Lincoln business community.  I'm urging the City Council to vote "no" on Alarm Amendment One.   
 
Sincerely, 
  
Tim Cox, CEO 
Central Financial Services 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 16, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Cook 
City Council Member District #3 
Lincoln, NE 
 
RE:  Alarm System Changes 
 
Dear Mr. Cook: 
 
I will keep this short.  I hope that you will re‐think your position on charging more for False Alarm Calls. 
 
By increasing the fees for False Alarm Calls, more businesses and families will drop the service all 
together.  The thieves will love it.  Chief Tom Casady and his officers will be busier, the court systems will 
have additional work load, and taxes will either have to be increased or budgetswill need to be cut.  
What have you gained? 
 
Business owners and families cannot afford these increased costs.  I am asking you to reconsider by 
pulling out the amendment.  The City of Lincoln cannot afford this either. 
 
I am sending this letter to all other council members and asking them to vote NO on this matter. 
Thank you for taking time to read my letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Maggie Higgins 
mhfs@neb.rr.com 
(402) 489‐6110 
 
Cc: council@lincoln.ne.gov 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Dean Butt [DButt@U-Stop.com]
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 12:57 PM
To: jcookcc@aol.com
Cc: Council Packet

The people of Lincoln do need higher alarm fees, the city needs to control spending. 
  
Dean 
27th & I 80 
477-9137 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Larry S. Johnson [smsi@windstream.net]
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 12:48 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: false alarm changes in fees

I am writing to encouraqe the city council to vote NO on Councilman Cook's attempts to 
increase the fees charged for false alarms. 
 
Larry S. Johnson 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Debra Roberts [mmouse1227@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 9:40 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: no on Alarm Amendment One

I am writing in regards to this Alarm Amendment.  I think this is ridiculous to charge more for these false 
alarms.  Like the Chief Of Police said, they are way down from years ago.  Why does Cook want more 
money from home owners and businesses?  This country is in enough of a depression that all the City 
Council to do is keep raising taxes, electric, gas, water and sewer.  I am now paying $9.00 more per month 
for sewer and don't know why when I used less water this time.  This is getting way out of hand.  I think 
the City Council needs to rethink on this Amendment.  And by the way, lets start asking the people what 
they want instead of passing crazy things that we don't need.  We spent millions of dollars for that 
Antelope development and hardly anyone uses it.  I can think of alot of other things.  We should of never 
put that Arena in the Haymarket.  It would of cost the tax payers way less if it was put out off of 27th and 
I-80.  Plenty of land and easy access in and of the interstate, but no!!  Camp has way too much property in 
the HayMarket and what the University wants they get.  Don't bother asking the people.  If you have more 
money then you thought you would why are we still paying event tax.  When is that going to stop?  Or is it 
ever.  Seems like you like to start a tax and then you never stop it after the money is collected.  What 
about Bob Devaney Center, that has been paid for!!  Many years ago, but we are still paying a tax for it. 
So stop wanting us tax payers to keep paying more and more.  We don't have it.  We are trying to make 
ends meet just by paying our mortage, utilities, food and fuel to get back and forth to work.  We have no 
entertainment money left because you keep taxing us more and more.  Even the personal plates went up 
$10.00 but they only cost less then a dollar to make.  Just another expense you sock to the people of 
Lancaster County.  We really need new faces on this Council.  I voted for a new face in my district but I 
guess money got the old one in just like the other ones. Example: Camp!!!  SO VOTE NO FOR THIS ALARM 
AMENDMENT!!!! 
Sincerely, 
 
Deb Roberts 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Earl Visser [earl_visser@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 3:37 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Alarm amendment one

Elected Council Members: 
   Vote NO on the Cook Alarm Amendment #1.   
    I suggest letting the alarm owner be responsible for his own security after four false alarms.  The 
cost of response time - city officials waiving the first four fees - and encouraging poor management 
practice after four false alarms is not productive for government.  
  
Earl Visser 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: JEFF BARCLAY [clay1560@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Please do not raise alarm fees

 





DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

   MONDAY, MAY 23, 2011

 I. CITY CLERK
1. Letter, and documents, from Paul E. Galter, Attorney for Stuart Marx, regarding sidewalk

assessment at 1339 S. 19th Street, Lincoln. Stuart Marx, owner. Will have public hearing on May
23, 2011.    

2. Memo from City Clerk Ross regarding Ned Sharp’s claim.
a) Correspondence from, and to, Ned Sharp on his claim.  

 II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Free ice cream social moved to Auld Rec Center, due to the rain. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor opposes removal of private sector comparisons from CIR bill. 
3. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of May 21, 2011 through May 27, 2011.  
4. NEWS RELEASE. “Crew at the Zoo” to feature Public Works.

III. DIRECTORS

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
1. Commission on Human Rights meeting agenda for Thursday, May 26, 2011. 
2. Commission on Human Rights meeting minutes of Thursday, April 14, 2011. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission meeting agenda for May 26, 2011.  

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/STARTRAN
1. StarTran encourages residents to ‘Dump the Pump” by discounting their 20-ride bus passes for the

month of June.  
 

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. Comments from William R. Stone, Jr on garbage proposal. The proposed approach creates an

incentive to be irresponsible. 
2. Email from Diane Walkowiak with concerns the proposed garbage changes would force all

homeowners into hiring a waste hauler when they have other means of disposing of their garbage. 
3. InterLinc correspondence from Dave Kirby. Inappropriate for “Big Brother” to step in and tell me

what to do about garbage service at rentals. 
4. Telephone message from Jan Resseguie. Opposed to the proposal for landlords to provide trash

pickup. Waste of taxpayer money, the City has more pressing problems.



5. Letter from Richard Rothschild, Carroll County, Maryland regarding the International Council for
Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI). 

VI. INVITATIONS
 See invitation list. 

F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\Addendums 2011\May\Addendum 05.23.11.wpd    
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Joan E. Ross
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2011 3:20 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Item #38  11R-123 Ned Sharp Claim
Attachments: CC110520.pdf

Mr. Sharp's claim will come up for public hearing on 6/6 and I have advised him of this when he stopped in today.  He 
had originally asked to "slip" the claim back to 5/23, but the City Attorney was instructed by Council vote to bring Mr. 
Sharp's claim back before Council with the next available claim report.  Here is added information from Mr. Sharp for the 
6/6 meeting. He said he would not attend. 
 
Joan E. Ross, CMC 
City Clerk 
(402) 441‐7438 
(402) 441‐8325 (Fax) 
 













OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511, fax 402-441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 20, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

                                                        

FREE ICE CREAM SOCIAL MOVED TO AULD REC CENTER

TODAY’S FREE ICE CREAM SOCIAL TO CELEBRATE BIKE TO WORK WEEK HAS

BEEN MOVED INDOORS DUE TO THE RAIN.   

The public is invited to the event from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Auld Recreation Center in Antelope

Park.  It will feature ice cream from the UNL Dairy Store, live music from Chris Sayre and

exhibits.  Parker Rex, the mascot of the Parks and Recreation Department, and Saltdogs mascot

Homer the Haymarket Hound will make appearances.  KFOR Morning Show host Mark Taylor

will talk about his experiences biking to work and will draw for prizes at 5:30 p.m.

Those who sign up to bike to work or school will receive a free cinch bag full of information and

coupons (while supplies last) and will be eligible for prizes (participants do not need to be

present to win).  Bikers can sign up at the ice cream social.

The free cinch bags also are available at these registration sites:

• Bike Pedalers, 1631 Pine Lake Road 

• Bike Rack, 3321 Pioneers Blvd. 

• Cycle Works, 27th and Vine 

• Cycle Works, 70th and Pioneers 

• Joyride Bicycles, 5633 S. 16th St. 

• Cleaner Greener Lincoln, 2143 “O” St.

• Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, 3140 “N” St.

• Lincoln Parks and Recreation, 2740 “A” St.

StarTran is offering free rides through today for those using the new Bike and Bus option.  Bikers

can try out the new bike racks on the buses at the ice cream social.  

Bikers are strongly encouraged to wear helmets.  The City also reminds residents that it is illegal

to ride a bike on sidewalks in downtown and other congested districts.  More information and

photos from the Bike to Work Kickoff Rally May 13 are available at lincoln.ne.gov.  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 20, 2011

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

                            

MAYOR OPPOSES REMOVAL OF 

PRIVATE SECTOR COMPARISONS FROM CIR BILL

Mayor Chris Beutler today said the City of Lincoln opposes one important aspect of Amendment

1528 to LB 397, the CIR bill the Legislature will debate later this morning. Specifically the City

believes that stripping the bill of all new provisions relating to using private sector comparisons

will undermine the bill’s ability to achieve meaningful cost containment.  

“City taxpayers and business leaders have consistently called for public wages and benefits to

track the private sector more closely.  The only way to do that is to ensure cities can use private

employers in their array of comparable employers,” said Mayor Beutler.  “LB 397 as passed on

General File included new language, agreed to by public sector union representatives, that would

have paved the way for cities to use private sector data.  I am extremely disappointed that this

language was removed in the amendment during this latest round of negotiations with the

Governor’s office and Chambers of Commerce.   It was a key cost-containment provision. 

Without it, I simply cannot assure the public that LB 397 will result in cost savings.”  

Beutler said that despite the removal of the private sector language, Amendment 1528 includes a

number of important provisions that will ensure predictability in the labor negotiation process. 

“Greater predictability was an important goal with this CIR reform package,” he said. 

“Amendment 1528 includes a number of provisions that achieve that goal.  It is still a good bill,

and I thank all of the parties involved in drafting the bill for their remarkable efforts.  I

particularly want to thank and applaud our public sector labor groups for coming to and staying

at the table during a very difficult negotiation process.”  

Beutler said that despite his disappointment with the changes in Amendment 1528, the City will

support the CIR reform bill if the amendment is adopted.  “Our legislative reform efforts,

however, will have to continue if we want to ensure meaningful long-term cost stability for

municipalities,” he said.
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Date: May 20, 2011

Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule

Week of May 21 through  27, 2011

Schedule subject to change

No public appointments scheduled



PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7548

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 20, 2011    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Ellen Wright, Watershed Management, 402-441-7075

“CREW AT THE ZOO” TO FEATURE PUBLIC WORKS

The City Public Works and Utilities Department will celebrate Public Works Week with “Crew

at the Zoo” from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 6 through 10 at the entrance to the Lincoln Children’s

Zoo.   The free week-long event will feature some of the department’s big equipment, displays,

fun activities, interesting information and handouts.  Those attending also will receive a coupon

for $1 off Zoo admission or a train ride.

“Crew at the Zoo is a fun and exciting way for families to learn more about Public Works and

Utilities and the services we provide to the community day in and day out,” said Director Greg

MacLean. “Public Works and Utilities is the largest department in City government and has the

most direct effect on people's lives. From ‘first brush to last flush and everything in between,’

every man woman and child in Lincoln depends on Public Works.  Whenever you take a drink of

Nebraska's best tasting water, recycle newspapers, walk on a sidewalk, drive across town, ride a

StarTran bus, flush your toilet or wonder how our City grows, remember it’s Public Works who

makes sure everything works . . .safely and every time.”  

Each day of the week has a theme:

• Messy Monday June 6 will feature a street sweeper and snow plow.

• Transit Tuesday June 7 will showcase StarTran and the new bike racks on the buses.

• Wet Wednesday June 8 coincides with the Zoo’s World Ocean Day and will highlight

water, wastewater and watershed management.

• Traffic Thursday June 9 will include traffic sign and signal displays.

• Recycling Friday June 10 will focus on the importance of diverting recyclables from the

landfill.

  

To learn more about Public Works and Utilities, visit the website at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:

public works).
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CITY OF LINCOLN
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Thursday, May 26, 2011, 4 p.m.

City Council Chambers, 555 South 10  Street th

AGENDA

I. Roll Call

II. Approval of Minutes of April 14, 2011 Commission Meeting

III. Approval of Agenda for May 26, 2011 Commission Meeting

IV. Case Dispositions

A. Reasonable Cause/No Reasonable Cause

1. LCHR No.:  10-0609-026-E (Tabled from March meeting)

2. LCHR No.:  10-0723-033-E-R

3. LCHR No.:  10-0830-038-E-R

4. LCHR No.:  10-0928-004-PA

5. LCHR No.:  10-1027-049-E-R

6. LCHR No.:  10-1028-050-E-R

7. LCHR No.:  11-0207-002-H

B. Pre-Determination Settlements

8.   LCHR No.:  10-0916-044-E-R

9.   LCHR No.:  10-1026-021-H

10. LCHR No.:  10-1026-022-H

11. LCHR No.:  10-1029-023-H

12. LCHR No.:  10-1222-058-E-R

13. LCHR No.:  10-1229-059-E-R

14. LCHR No.:  10-0120-005-E-R

15. LCHR No.:  10-0210-004-H

16. LCHR No.:  11-0425-015-E-R

       V.  Old Business

 A.  Human Rights Office Space

      VI.  New Business

     VII.  Public Comment**

    VIII.  Adjournment    

**Public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person. Members of the public may

address any item of interest to the LCHR during this open session with the exception of

LCHR cases.  Also, no member of the public who wishes to address the commission will

be allowed to examine any individual commissioner or staff member on any

item/question before the commission unless invited to do so by the chairperson.



CITY OF LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

MINUTES

THURSDAY, April 14, 2011

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

555 S. 10  STREETTH

The April 14, 2011 meeting of the Commission on Human Rights was called to order at 4  p.m. by
Chairperson Wendy Francis.

ROLL CALL:

The roll call was called and documented as follows:

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Commissioners: Jose Quintero, Sue Oldfield, Mary Reece, Takako Olson, Gene Crump and Wendy
Francis, Chairperson.  Quorum present.

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Commissioners: Dick Noble, Hazell Rodriguez and Karla Cooper.

STAFF PRESENT:

Angela Lemke, Margie Nichols, Regina Grant, Cori Curtis, Rod Confer and Janice Folkner.

APPROVAL OF MARCH 31, 2011 MINUTES:

A motion was made by Commissioner Crump and seconded by Commissioner Olson to approve the
minutes of the March 31, 2011 meeting as presented.

Hearing no discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.   Voting “aye” was:
Commissioners Quintero, Oldfield, Olson, Reece and Crump.   Abstaining was Commissioner
Francis.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF APRIL 14, 2011 AGENDA:

Chairperson Francis stated there will be one case pulled from the agenda, Pre-Determination
Settlement LCHR No.: 10-0916-044-E-R.   With that change, a motion was made by Commissioner
Crump and seconded by Commissioner Reece to approve the April 14, 2011 meeting agenda as
presented. 



Commission on Human Rights
April 14, 2011
Page 2

Hearing no discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” was:
Commissioners Oldfield, Olson, Reece, Crump, Quientero and Francis.   Motion carried.  

CASE DISPOSITIONS:

LCHR No.: 10-0723-032-E-R

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was made by Commissioner
Crump and seconded by Commissioner Quintero.

Discussion ensued.   Commissioner Reece inquired about the incident in January, 2010 with the part-
time employee and the complainant, asking if the snow removal was part of the part-time employee’s
job description.  Investigator Lemke stated the only thing the part-time employee was responsible
for, in addition to his regular duties, was sweeping the snow off the balconies and the steps if it was
light enough, he was not required to assist with any additional snow removal.
 
Hearing no further discussion, voting “aye” on the motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause
was:  Commissioners Crump, Reece, Olson, Oldfield, Quintero and Francis.  Motion carried.

LCHR No.: 10- 0824-037-E-R

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was made by Commissioner
Reece and seconded by Commissioner Oldfield.

Chairperson Francis stated the investigation showed there was not any evidence of discrimination.
Hearing no discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” on the motion for
a finding of No Reasonable Cause for all allegations was:  Commissioners Reece, Olson, Oldfield,
Quintero, Crump and Francis.  Motion carried.

LCHR No.: 10-0903-039-E-R

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was made by Commissioner
Crump and seconded by Commissioner Quintero.

Chairperson Francis stated there is no evidence that the respondent asked the complainant to engage
in any discriminatory practices.  Hearing no discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.
Voting “aye” on No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was: Commissioners Olson, Oldfield,
Quintero, Crump, Reece and Francis. Motion carried. 



Commission on Human Rights
April 14, 2011
Page 3

LCHR No.: 10-0903-040-E-R

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was made by Commissioner
Oldfield and seconded by Commissioner Reece.

Discussion ensued.  Commissioner Reece stated it was unclear to her if the Complainant felt she was
discriminated against because the termination from the position of housekeeping manager or from
the human resource director position.  Lemke stated the complainant told her she felt her supervisor
no longer wanted her there for non-discriminatory reasons.  Lemke said she then asked the
Complainant why she filed a race and age case, which the Complainant replied that it was mainly
because she wasn’t paid for her vacation upon her resignation.

Hearing no further questions, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” on No
Reasonable Cause was: Commissioners Oldfield, Quintero, Crump, Reece, Olson and Francis.
Motion carried.

LCHR No.: 10-0914-042-E-R

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was made by Commissioner
Reece and seconded by Commissioner Olson.

Chairperson Francis stated the evidence showed the complainant was terminated after being
witnessed to over-serving customers and making inflammatory statements which upset customers.
Hearing no further questions, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” on No
Reasonable Cause was: Commissioners Quintero, Crump, Reece, Olson, Oldfield and Francis.
Motion carried.

LCHR No.: 10-1214-057-E-R

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause on all allegations was made by Commissioner
Crump and seconded by Commissioner Oldfield.

Discussion ensued.  Commissioner Quintero questioned the reason the store employee gave as to
why the complainant wasn’t hired.  Investigator Nichols stated there were several reasons as well
as the Complainant not being available on the weekends.  Commissioner Reece asked Nichols if she
felt after speaking with the Respondent that they had a good equal opportunity policy in place, in
reference to the employee numbers and racial breakdown listed at the end of the report.  Nichols
responded that appeared to be the case.  Chairperson Francis asked if there is a legal age a person
needs to be in order to file a complaint.  Nichols stated the Complainant must be at least 19 years
of age.



Commission on Human Rights
April 14, 2011
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Hearing no further discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” on No
Reasonable Cause was: Commissioners Crump, Reece, Olson, Oldfield, Quintero and Francis.
Motion carried.

LCHR No.: 11-0207-003-H

A motion for a finding of No Reasonable Cause was made by Commissioner Reece and seconded
by Commissioner Crump.

Discussion ensued.  Commissioner Reece stated it was her understanding the person who rented the
apartment was not in the position of authority to do so, according to the Respondent.  Reece further
asked if there is any question as to the Respondent filing a claim against that person?  Lemke stated
a complaint had been filed and they were able to resolve that issue, which will be discussed later in
the Agenda. 

Hearing no further discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” on No
Reasonable Cause was: Commissioners Reece, Olson, Oldfield, Quintero, Crump and Francis.
Motion carried.

PRE-DETERMINATION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS:

LCHR No.: 10-0917-017-H
LCHR No.: 11-0207-003-H
LCHR No.: 11-0308-008-H

A motion was made by Commissioner Crump and seconded by Commissioner Olson to accept the
pre-determination settlement agreements as presented.

Hearing no discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” was:
Commissioners Olson, Oldfield, Quintero, Crump, Reece and Francis.  Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE CLOSURES/FAILURE TO COOPERATE:

LCHR No.: 10-1015-048-E-R
LCHR No.: 10-1202-056-E-R

A motion was made by Commissioner Crump and seconded by Commissioner Reece  to accept the
administrative closures.

Hearing no discussion, Chairperson Francis asked for the roll call.  Voting “aye” was:
Commissioners Oldfield, Quintero, Crump, Reece, Olson and Francis.  Motion carried.
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OLD BUSINESS:

A. Progress Report on Human Rights Space

The Commissioners were able to tour the new space before the Commission meeting today
at 3:30 p.m. Confer stated everything is proceeding on schedule and is hopeful the space will be
ready by May 15 , but certainly by the end of May.  th

B. History Project 

Curtis reported that working on a History Project, specifically the history of civil rights
within Lincoln, is proving to be more difficult than he originally thought it would be.  He is currently
trying to acquire pictures to put into a video display to be used for presentations or in the office.  He
plans to complete the project either before he graduates or after he graduates.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Director Position Hiring Process and Timeline

Confer stated it has not been confirmed, with the budget constraints, along with an election
coming up,  who the decision makers will be as to the hiring of a Director for the Commission of
Human Rights.  Confer went on to say he is hopeful  that we will have a new director in position by
the first of September, which is the beginning of the next fiscal year.  He explained the  selection
process is under the merit system under the Lincoln Municipal Code and that this position is a
classified position, rather than an appointed position.  He then asked the Commissioners  for their
recommendations of publications where an ad could be placed to attract the most qualified
candidates to fill this position.  In addition, he asked if one of the Commissioners would be willing
to be part of a Committee that will assist with developing a Supplemental Questionnaire that will
be part of the application and also to assist in the interview process.  Chairperson Francis asked the
Commissioners if any of them would be willing to volunteer to be part of this Committee.  After
some discussion, it was agreed that Commissioner Crump will fulfill the request to sit on the
Committee.

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Commissioner Francis shared that April is Fair Housing Month.  She
stated the Mayor had met with the Realtors Association and signed his Proclamation recognizing Fair
Housing Month.  Francis reported the Governor had signed his Proclamation recognizing Fair
Housing Month as well.

Next Meeting:   The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. 
in the City Council Chambers at the County City Building at 555 S. 10  Street.th

ADJOURNED: The meeting adjourned at 4:43 p.m.



The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission will hold a scheduled public meeting on Thursday, May 
26, 2011. The meeting will convene at 8:00 a.m. in Development Services Center Room 214, 2nd 
Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, to consider the following 
agenda. For more information, please contact the Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department at 
(402) 441-7491.  

Agenda of May 26, 2011  

1. Approval of meeting notes of April 28, 2011 

Public Hearing and Action  

2. Sidewalk cafe for Red Mango, 210 N. 14th Street, in the Capitol Environs District  
3. Design update on plan for Centennial Mall (Design Team and Parks & Recreation Dept.) 

Discussion  

4. Staff report/misc.  

 History List 

  
City of Lincoln  
Planning 

Nebraska Capitol Environs 
Commission Agenda  

  

Page 1 of 1InterLinc: Planning : Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission Agenda

05/20/2011http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/ncec/agenda/110526.htm
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Enterprise Email
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2011 9:32 AM
Subject: STARTRAN ENCOURAGES RESIDENTS TO ‘DUMP THE PUMP’

The sixth annual National Dump the Pump Day is Thursday, June 16, but StarTran wants to encourage Lincoln residents 
to ‘Dump the Pump’ every day, and are making it easier on your pocketbook too. The entire month of June, StarTran is 
discounting their 20-Ride bus passes from $33.00 to ONLY $20.00.   Available at the StarTran Office Only, 710 "J" St. 
  
For more information:   
  
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/startran/media/pdf/dump‐the‐pump.pdf  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: William or Louise Stone [stone@inebraska.com]
Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2011 10:56 AM
To: Mary M. Meyer; Council Packet; nhicks@journalstar.com
Subject: Testimony via e-mail on garbage proposal

May 22, 2011 
 
City Council 
 
Re:  "Garbage Out", Lincoln Journal Star, 5‐22‐2011 
 
Ladies and/or Gentlemen: 
 
I would like to thank Nancy Hicks, whose article today made me aware of this latest effort to 
assure the continued decline of our culture.  This is my first knowledge of this proposal.  I 
am not involved in a "Neighborhood Association" and, with only one rental property, I did not 
anticipate I would need to be a member of a "landlord group" to protect me from the City 
government. 
 
I am an NRA Life Member and do belong to the US Chamber of Commerce, so I do understand in a 
more general way the need for memberships in interest groups as a protection from government, 
but, I had, as is usual for me, failed to appreciated this need would extend to such a basic 
level. 
 
Because of where, and more importantly when, I grew up, I continue to have difficulty 
appreciating the extent to which our culture insulates the irresponsible from the natural 
consequences of their conduct while holding others responsible for them. 
 
I have never conceptualized my standard lease as "asking" lessees to "make arrangements for 
garbage pick‐up...."  Indeed, since my mother taught me I was responsible for cleaning up 
after myself when I was about 5 years old, I never thought about garbage much at all.  And, 
to the extent I did, I always assumed I was responsible for taking out my own garbage (even 
when I have rented residences), and it never crossed my mind the people I lease to would not 
be responsible for taking out their own garbage. 
 
With a population in Lincoln of about 258,000 (if there are 4 people per household that would 
be about 64,000 households) it does not surprise me that there would be 600 complaints.  And, 
it doesn't surprise me learn the City somehow "devours" $200 to "respond" to each complaint. 
 
What did surprise me, it's the kind of thing that always surprises me about government at all 
levels, is that, as I read Ms Hicks story, about two years (and God knows how many thousands 
of dollars) have been spent trying to decide who, other than the 600 who didn't take out 
their own garbage, to hold responsible for taking care of their garbage. 
 
So, the City is 180 degrees from where I am ‐ I assume each of us is responsible for cleaning 
up after ourselves, and the City assumes this view incorrect and begins to study who is 
responsible (if I choose to be 
irresponsible) for my garbage.  So,  while I would have been studying how to hold the 600 
responsible, the City has spent the time trying to find someone else (potentially me in this 
case) to hold responsible for their garbage. 
 
And, if one assumes your approach is correct, as it surely must be as it is typical of how 
government operates, then your conclusion is flawless 
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‐ I have always been responsible for disposing of my own garbage on a timely basis, so it is 
a good bet forcing me to be responsible for your garbage as well will also work.  I am, after 
all, a responsible person, while you (hopefully only figuratively speaking) are not. 
 
Since all landlords will be equally compelled, I can easily pass the cost of garbage 
collection on to tenants; what I cannot do is make tenants responsible.  One becomes 
responsible by, and only by, being held accountable. 
 
So, the problem I have with your approach is this ‐ If only the responsible are held 
responsible and if, in addition, the responsible are held responsible for those who choose to 
be irresponsible, then why wouldn't the responsible over time elect to shed the burden or 
responsibility?  Plainly stated, your "proposed" approach (I assume it's a done deal if 
you've been at it two years) creates an incentive to join the irresponsible. 
 
Which will not, in my case happen; at age 67 my habits are too ingrained to change before I 
die. 
 
What if, however, I were young and already leaning toward or was already to some degree 
irresponsible?  And, what if, on top of that, I am told by the City Council I am not 
responsible for cleaning up after myself, that some stranger is responsible for cleaning up 
after me?  Does this not encourage further irresponsibility?  In addition, it seems to me 
your approach also notifies those who rent but are not among the 600 they might as well be 
less responsible as irresponsibility is, if not rewarded, at least not punished.  And 
responsibility is, if not punished, at least not rewarded. 
 
Successful self government depends in the final analysis upon an electorate of responsible 
people; this proposal has the net effect of discouraging responsibility. 
 
Sincerely, 
William R. Stone, Jr. 
 
p.s. ‐ 
I lived in Omaha a couple of years some years ago, and when I was there no one complained 
about garbage pick up not because there were no problems, but because when the City does the 
garbage there is no point complaining and no one to complain to.  wrs 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Diane Walkowiak [dwalkowiak@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Sunday, May 22, 2011 10:28 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Garbage Removal item on Monday's agenda

Importance: High

Dear City Council members: 
  
I'm concerned about the proposed changes to Chapter 8.32 of the Lincoln Municipal Code that will require garbage 
service for all dwellings in Lincoln.  
  
Although the public focus has been on landlords, the proposed amendment reads "The owner of every dwelling in the city 
shall provide for the collection and removal of solid waste by a licensed waste hauler at least once a week, subject to any exceptions or 
additional requirements provided by governing law." 
  
I know that some people take their garbage to the landfill themselves. I don't see a provision for that. According to the 
language in the proposed amendment, it woud appear that everyone has to hire a licensed waste hauler. 
  
The majority of problems are with rental properties. It seems to me that private residences should be able to have some 
options on how they dispose of their garbage, such as hauling it themselves. 
  
If I'm reading this wrong, please clarify things. If not, please consider some change to the proposed wording so 
homeowners are not forced into hiring a waste hauler when they have other means of getting rid of their garbage. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Diane Walkowiak 
4934 Knox St 
Lincoln NE 68504 
402-466-0416 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 12:57 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Dave Kirby 
Address:  PO Box 5186 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68505 
 
Phone:    4024662800 
Fax:      4024663229 
Email:    dave@mckinsure.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I'm a landlord in NE Lincoln. I think it's inappropriate for "BIG BROTHER" to step in and 
tell me what to do about garbage service at my rentals.  If there is a problem with the trash 
pickup, then do it with a letter to the owner and follow up with a fine if necessary. You 
could also followup with a trash hauler who would be under orders from the city to go pick it 
up.  Actually, the city should handle it the way they do with noxious weeds and lawns that 
are out of control.  Send a letter indicating a problem exists, and give the owner a certain 
time/deadline to get it corrected.  What's next?forcing the property owner of a single‐family 
rental to hire Ray's to mow their lawn because the tenant likes 5 inch grass?  How about 
forcing the guy to put a new roof on the house because a neighbor doesn't like the color of 
the shingles? 
 
Seriously though ‐‐ I think the city would do well to handle the trash problem the exact way 
the weeds are handled.  I read the article yesterday and all I can think of is more BS rules. 
The guy from the city they quoted in the article said that's how other places do it and have 
less issues?.but maybe those other places don't have as big a rental market as Lincoln?and 
maybe the trash haulers are more competitive in their pricing?  All it will do is force me to 
raise rents to cover the cost.  Will I have to sign up for the "CLIPPING AND YARD WASTE" if 
I'm forced to handle the trash contract?  What if the tenant wants it and I don't?  How about 
twice/week?  Will I have to pay for that if the tenant wants it?  
 
We just can't pass a law to force citizens to do what somebody thinks is a better way to do 
it.  I understand 600 complaints, but this is the FIRST TIME I've even heard there was a 
problem.  All you have to do is send out notices to people who own multiple single‐family 
dwellings in Lincoln (info available from the assessor) and tell them it's a new "Interest 
Item" and tell the owners they need to do a better job or making sure their places have 
garbage service.  Let's just get the word out indicationg there is a problem before throwing 
more GOVERNMENT at them.  Finally, I think the council is going to discuss Fire Alarms, and 
specifically False Alarms.  I think if you make any changes, you should reconsider the Bi‐
Annual fee the city charges citizens who a just trying to protect their investments.  If 
False Alarms are the problem, then go with the higher fines, but take away the fee for 
someone spending the $$$ installing and subscribing to an alarm company.  I was told the fee 
the city charges was to help cover the expenses incurred by the false alarm response by the 
police, but my building hasn't had a flase alarm yet, and yet I'm stuck paying for the 
deadbeats??  This is exactly what will happen with the trash?I get stuck paying for the 
deadbeats.  I think the city would be able to generate a little revenue by fining the people 
with trash issues and sending over a contracted trash hauler to pick it up.  Don't penalize 
everyone for the problems/complaints generated by a few. 



Telephone message:
May 23, 2011, 12:51 p.m.

Jan Resseguie
Opposed to the proposal that landlords provide trash pickup.  Why not notify the people
responsible?  This is a waste of taxpayer money, the City has more pressing problems.
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