GENERAL FACT SHEET

BRIEF TITLE APPROVAL DEADLINE

LMC 8.44 Water Well ordinance

update

-10%

BILL NUMBER

REASON
Ordinance is out of date and needs updated.

DETAILS

POSITIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS

Lincoln Municipal Code (LMC) 8.44 Water Wells was
first adopted in 1937. The last significant update to the
ordinance was over 20 years ago. Since that time,
state and federal regulations have changed. Our local
ordinance needs to be updated to be consistent with
current reguiations. The Health Department worked
with the City Attorney’s Office to update LMC 8.44
Water Wells.

Most of the proposed changes incorporate the
current language and terminology used in the state
laws, regulations, and in the industry. Almost every
section required updating. In addition, several
sections which used historic language or described
historic practice were updated using current legal
terminology and practice. As a result several sections
were completely revised or eliminated, and a few were
added, including:

- 010 Definitions — several eliminated/replaced, many
new, many updated;

- 020 Purpose — completely revised,;

- 040 Temporary Permit for Domestic Use of New
Water Well; When Required — eliminated;

- 050 Construction or Repair of Water Well; Permit
Required — significantly updated;

- 070 Permit for Water Well; Application; Fees —
simplified; adds variance fee;

- 080 Board of Health; Variances; Appeal; Procedure
— updated to current legal practice;

- 120 Contaminated Well; Notice and Order to
Discontinue Use —~ completely revised; and

- 130 Enforcement; Penalty — new section added to
clarify penalties for violations.

Sponsor Health Department

Program All automated departments

Departments, or

Groups Affected Owners of water wells within the city limits.
Applicants/ Applicant

Proponents Scott E. Holmes, Manager, Environmental

Public Health Division

City Department
Health

Other
Board of Health




Discussion (Including Relationship to other Council
Actions) ‘

The Council has regularly approved updates to health
codes. These changes bring this ordinance in line with
current legal practice and regulations. Of particular
note, the current ordinance allows people that have
wells within the City, or that have wells that are on
properties that are annexed into the city, to keep the
well as long as it is in substantial conformance with
water well regulations. The proposed ordinance does
not change these provisions and well owners will be
allowed to keep their wells.

Notices were sent to each of the nearly 500 owners of
wells within the City, informing them of these changes,
inviting them to one of three public meetings (June 20,
June 22, or June 28), and encouraging them to review
the changes on the City Website or contact us for a
copy. Staff received about one dozen calls on the
proposed changes and about ten people attended the
meetings.

The proposed ordinance was reviewed and approved
by the Board of Health.

Opponents Groups or Individuals
None identified.
Basis of Opposition
Staff X For QO Against
Recommendations | Reason Against
Board or BY: Board of Health
Commission XFor [ Against
Recommendation 4 No Action Taken
Q For with revisions or conditions
(See Details column for conditions)
CITY COUNCIL O Pass
ACTIONS Q Pass (As Amended)
(For Council Use O Council Sub.
Only) 1 Without Recommendation
O Hold
QO Do not Pass




DETAILS

POLICY/PROGRAM IMPACT

POLICY OR X NO 0 YES

PROGRAM

CHANGE

OPERATIONAL No impact.

IMPACT

ASSESSMENT

FINANCES

COST AND COST of total project:

REVENUE COST of this Ordinance/

PROJECTIONS Resolution

RELATED annual operating

Costs $
INCREASE REVENUE
EXPECTED/YEAR $

SOURCE OF CITY [Approximately]

FUNDS $ %
$ %
$ %

NON CITY [Approximately]
$ %
$ %
$ %

BENEFIT COST

0 Front Foot Average Assessment

0 Square Foot $ $

APPLICABLE DATES:

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY: Scott E. Holmes, REHS, MS, Manager, Environmental Public Health Division, Lincoln-
Lancaster County Health Department

REVIEW BY:

REFERENCE NUMBER




