
                                                                                                 

IN LIEU OF 
  DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
  MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2011

I. CITY CLERK
 

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will kick off a roundabout education program at a news

conference at 9:45 a.m. Thursday, August 4th at the Champion’s Club, west of Memorial Stadium. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Multi-lane roundabouts to open, Saturday, August 13, 2011.  

WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket JPA meeting originally scheduled for August 9, 2011 has been canceled. 

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/BUDGET
1. Memo on contingency appropriations requested at the July 25, 2011 meeting.

a) Contingency appropriations spent or lapsed.
 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS ADVISORY. August 1 -7, 2011 is World Breastfeeding Week.

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES/STAR TRAN
1. StarTran Advisory Board 2011-2012 budget recommendation/proposed Saturday StarTran service

reduction. 
  

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Wayne and Susi Smith. Eliminate budget money for ICLEI membership and anything related to

sustainable development, Agenda 21, or Cleaner, Greener Lincoln. 
2. Councilman Camp’s questions to Steve Hubka, Finance Officer, and Scott Tharnish, StarTran

Accountant, on possible budget adjustments for StarTran.  
3. Councilman Camp’s questions to Finance Officer, Steve Hubka, regarding the Municipal Service

Center, with reply from Finance Officer Hubka. 

GENE CARROLL
1. Letter from Senator Ken Haar giving reasons why he is pleased that Fire Station 11 has been restored

to the budget, and to urge maintaining its funding in the final budget. (Each Council Member
received letter) 

V. MISCELLANEOUS - None
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VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Ben Cohoon in support of the 6+1 amendment.  
2. Rich and Joie in support of the Mayor’s budget proposal. 
3. Doug Schueths. Make the Old Cheney widening project the same design as 70th to Highway 2. 

a) Articles in the Lincoln Journal Star, 1998, on widening Old Cheney Road and the baseball stadium.  
4. Carolyn Edwards. Supporting the Mayor’s budget proposal, raising property taxes. 
5. Nance and Jim Harris in support of the Mayor’s proposed budget. 
6. James Schafer. Lincoln is getting too expensive to live in. 
7. Doug Jensen. Support the Mayor’s budget.   

            
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511, fax 402-441-7120

DATE: August 3,  2011   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

      

 

Mayor Chris Beutler will kick off a roundabout education program at a news

conference at 9:45 a.m. Thursday, August 4 at the Champion’s Club, just west

of Memorial Stadium.  We will be on the northeast balcony, overlooking a multi-

lane roundabout under construction.  



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511, fax 402-441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 4, 2011     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

       Greg MacLean, Public Works and Utilities, 402-441-7566

       Randy Hoskins, Public Works and Utilities, 402-441-7711

             

MULTI-LANE ROUNDABOUTS TO OPEN
Public education effort under way

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the two new roundabouts near Memorial Stadium are

scheduled to open to traffic Saturday, August 13.   The roundabouts at 10th Street and Salt Creek

Roadway are the City’s multi-lane roundabouts that will see heavy traffic.  They also are the  first

roadway improvements to be completed  as part of the new traffic system for the West

Haymarket area.  The Mayor encouraged the public to visit the City website, lincoln.ne.gov

(keyword: roundabout), to learn more about the roundabouts and how to drive them.

“Roundabouts have a proven track record of improving safety and traffic flow and also have 

environmental benefits,” said Mayor Beutler.  “Because multi-lane roundabouts are new to the

community, it is important that drivers educate themselves on how they function.  The website

provides not only written driving instructions but also a simulation of traffic flow at these two

roundabouts and a very helpful video produced by the Nebraska Department of Roads.”

The construction cost for the 10th and Salt Creek Roadway project including the two

roundabouts is $2.9 million. The project was designed by Olsson Associates of Lincoln and the

quality assurance and quality control for the roundabouts was handled by Ourston Roundabout

Engineering. The project was funded through the West Haymarket Joint Public Agency.  

The roundabouts have been designed to handle year 2030 demand of 2,100 to 3,000 trips during

the afternoon peak hour.  Plans for traffic flow before and after Husker games are being

developed and will be posted on the website.

The roundabout at 33rd Street and Sheridan Boulevard was the first of its kind in Nebraska when

it opened in June 2002.  In the three years following its completion, total crashes at the

intersection dropped by 83 percent,  with a 95 percent  reduction in injury crashes.  According to

a study by the Institute for Highway Safety of locations where stop signs or traffic lights were

replaced by roundabouts, all crashes were reduced by 37 percent and serious crashes fell by 75

percent, including a 90 percent reduction in fatalities.

- more 



Roundabouts

August 4, 2011

Page Two

The City has two other multi-lane roundabouts on N.W. 12th St. and on Amaranth. With the two

new roundabouts, the City now has 26 roundabouts, and about five more are planned at locations

including:

• 14th and  Superior (multi-lane)

• 14th and Alvo

• 1st and Adams (including Laramie Trail)

• Coddington and Van Dorn

• 85th and Windmill (private)

The State Highway System now includes four roundabouts at Blair, Plattsmouth, Winnebago and

Kimball and a fifth is opening near Pleasant Dale this fall.  For the first time, information on

roundabouts was included in the 2010 Nebraska Driver’s Manual.

Roundabout brochures prepared by the Nebraska Department of Roads are available at City

recreation centers and libraries.

- 30 -
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Melissa M. Ramos-Lammli
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 1:36 PM
To: Bill Kostner; Chad E. Blahak; Council Packet; Daniel K. Marvin; Dave B. Norris; Debbie 

Engstrom; DEBUSE, LISA; Diane K. Gonzolas; Don R. Herz; 
ewieseman@thoughtdistrict.com; Greg S. MacLean; Harvey Perlman (hperlman1@unl.edu); 
Jayne L. Snyder; Jayne Snyder ; Jill Englehart; Joan E. Ross; Joel D Pedersen; Justin R. 
Kohmetscher; lwismer@gilmorebell.com; Mark E. Leikam; Mary Douglas; Mary M. Meyer; 
mhaase@thoughtdistrict.com; Miki Esposito; Pam K. Gadeken; 'Paula Yancey '; Rick R. Peo; 
Rodney M. Confer; Roger A. Figard; skeene@ameritas.com; Steve D. Hubka; Steven J. 
Huggenberger; Teresa Meier; Tim Clare ; Trish A. Owen; Vince Mejer

Subject: RE: West Haymarket JPA Meeting August 9, 2011 - CANCELED

Please note, the West Haymarket JPA Meeting to be held on August 9, 2011 has been CANCELED. 
 

Melissa 
 

From: Melissa M. Ramos-Lammli  
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 11:36 AM 
To: Bill Kostner; Chad E. Blahak; Council Packet; Daniel K. Marvin; Dave B. Norris; Debbie Engstrom; DEBUSE, LISA; 
Diane K. Gonzolas; Don R. Herz; ewieseman@thoughtdistrict.com; Greg S. MacLean; Harvey Perlman 
(hperlman1@unl.edu); Jayne L. Snyder; Jayne Snyder ; Jill Englehart; Joan E. Ross; Joel D Pedersen; Justin R. 
Kohmetscher; lwismer@gilmorebell.com; Mark E. Leikam; Mary Douglas; Mary M. Meyer; Melissa M. Ramos-Lammli; 
mhaase@thoughtdistrict.com; Miki Esposito; Pam K. Gadeken; Paula Yancey ; Rick R. Peo; Rodney M. Confer; Roger A. 
Figard; skeene@ameritas.com; Steve D Hubka; Steven J. Huggenberger; Teresa Meier; Tim Clare ; Trish A. Owen; Vince 
Mejer 
Subject: West Haymarket JPA Meeting August 9, 2011 
 
The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Tuesday August 9, 2011 at 3:30 P.M. in the City Council Chambers 
(Room 112). 
 
The agenda and attachments are now posted at :        http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpa‐mtgs.htm 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Sherry Wolf
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2011 3:31 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Steve D. Hubka; Jan Bolin
Subject: Contingency 5-yr. History - BFb110801-1
Attachments: ContingencyUse.xlsx

Attached is a 5‐year history of Contingency appropriations spent or lapsed per Councilman Hornung's request at the July 25th 
meeting. 
 
Sherry Wolf Drbal 
City of Lincoln/Finance Dept./Budget Div 
402‐441‐8305 
 



USE OF CONTINGENCY FUNDS

Original Lapsed 
Appropriation Use Amount Balance

2009-10 300,000 Street Const. Fund for pot hol 300,000 0

2008-09 300,729 Parks & Rec./Aquatics to oper 34,759 265,970
  Meadow Heights Pool

2007-08 201,353 Fire Dept. for Station #1 roof 200,049 1,304

2006-07 470,000 Finance/911 Com for salaries 127,000 72,000
Urban Dev. - Salaries 26,000
Gen. Expense for LPED 245,000
   supplemental contribution

2005-06 650,000 Urban Dev for the Triplets 300,000 56,639
Finance/911 Com for salaries 200,000
Oak Lake sidewalks 93,631

Prepared by:

Sherry Wolf Drbal
441-8305



 
 

 

 

DATE: August 2, 2011 

             

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Claudia Pankoke 402-441-6725 or 

            Shirley Terry 402-441-6297  

 

 

AUGUST 1-7, 2011 IS WORLD BREASTFEEDING WEEK 

 

 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department is promoting World Breastfeeding Week, 

which is celebrated every year  from August 1-7 in more than 170 countries to encourage 

breastfeeding and improve the health of babies around the world.  This year’s theme is “Talk to 

Me!  Breastfeeding–a 3D Experience”  The goal of the theme is to encourage conversation about 

breastfeeding’s many benefits and to take the conversation beyond that of nutrition and health to 

a discussion about the benefits for the environment, women’s rights, and social advancement.  

Supporting breastfeeding is worth it for breastfeeding families--as well as employers, the 

community, and the environment.   

Evidence shows that breastfeeding has many benefits for mother and child. Research indicates 

that breastfeeding reduces an infant's risk for acute and chronic disease, increases mother-infant 

bonding, fosters growth and development, increases learning ability, and reduces the risk for 

obesity. Breastfeeding also reduces mothers' risk for type 2 diabetes, and breast and ovarian 

cancers. A recent Harvard study estimated that the United States would save $13 billion per year 

if 90% of infants were breastfed exclusively for six months.  Benefits for employers who support 

breastfeeding include reduced staff turnover and loss of skilled workers after the birth of a child, 

reduced absences for working breastfeeding mothers because their babies are less likely to get 

sick, lower overall health care costs, and higher employee satisfaction, morale, and productivity.    

Breastfeeding is so important for mothers and babies that major medical organizations such as 

the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Association of Family Physicians 

recommend that babies receive nothing but breastmilk during the first six months of life, and 

continue receiving breastmilk with the addition of nutritious complementary foods for up to two 

years or beyond.    
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: ICLEI

 
 
 

From: Wayne Smith [swaynes1@windstream.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 4:16 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: ICLEI 

Please eliminate any money in the budget for ICLEI membership and anything related to sustainable 
development (including employees), Agenda 21 or Cleaner, Greener Lincoln.  We are not interested 
in wasting our tax dollars or your time on such items.  
Thanks 
Wayne and Susi Smith 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: StarTran Budget

Steve and Scott: 
 
I met with representatives of the ATU and discussed several possible budget adjustments. 
 
Concerns and ideas we discussed include: 
 

1. ATU believes cutting 4 hours of service on Saturday is not in the best interest of the riding public.  
2. ATU would like to see a sharing of the burden as follows:   

A. Homeowners – Taxes go up.  
B. Riding public –  

1. Increase Pass from $7.50/$15.00 to a higher level 
C. Management – Combine 2 jobs and eliminate one position  
D. Shop – eliminate Store Clerk position, since City Purchasing is assuming of the parts room  
E. Drivers – Cut 2 Driver positions and hire 2 Part‐time drivers  
F. Deadhead half of AM and PM routes (with the fewest load counts) both Weekday and Saturday 

3. Use the pending audit to fine tune system, with all sides working together.  
 
My question for you is to quantify suggestions B‐E.  In particular, for changes in the passes, how much revenue would be 
collected if: 
 

1. the $7.50 pass is increased to $9.00 (and $15 to $18)  
2. the $7.50 pass is increased to $10.00 (and $15 to $20)  

 
Thank you, 
Jon 
 
ec:          Marilyn Kruger, ATU 
 

JON A. CAMP 

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money”  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
Check our reception and event venues at: 
             http://www.facebook.com/pages/Apothecary-Lofts-Ridnour-Room/173175799380032 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: Municipal Service Center

From: Steve D. Hubka  
Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2011 1:24 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Cc: Council Packet 
Subject: Re: Municipal Service Center 
 
Experian rent $258,733 
Engineering Services rent $316,035 
USAR rent $139,767 
Fire Prevention $7,107 
Radio Shop $11,162 
LPS rent $64,159 
These amounts make up the $796,963.  The expenditure budget of $796,963 has $100,000 for contingencies/unexpected 
repairs etc.  Who knows what will needed.   
 
 LPS rent will be much greater than the $64,159 shown above to help cover the budgeted expenditures and will go into the 
revolving fund for future operation/maintenance/renovation needs at the facility.    
 

From: Jon Camp <JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com> 
Date: Thu, 4 Aug 2011 10:27:03 ‐0500 
To: "Steve D. Hubka" <shubka@lincoln.ne.gov> 
Subject: Municipal Service Center 
 

Steve: 
  
Where will the following funds be sourced?  I.e. where will the funds come from? 
  
Municipal Services Center                      $796,963 
  
� This is a new Internal Service Fund budget established to be a revolving fund for revenues and 
expenditures for the new Municipal Services Center. 
  
If some/all of these funds are from departments renting space, what is comparison to prior year for space costs for 
these particular departments? 
Jon 
  

JON A. CAMP 

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: bencohoon@gmail.com on behalf of Ben Cohoon [bcohoon@markettomarketrelay.com]
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2011 6:10 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Support the "6+1 Amendment"

To Whom It May Concern. 
I support the 6 + 1 amendment in the draft budget and believe it will make for a better stronger Lincoln.  For 
example every dollar spent of tree planting and care brings $5 worth of value to the city through things like air 
quality, reduced energy use and stormwater reduction.  In addition $1 spent on trails can be linked directly to 
$2.94 in medical savings for the entire community.  The 6 + 1 amendment just makes economic sense for the 
city. 
 
--  
Ben Cohoon 
Market To Market Relay & LC10k 
402.770.1170 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Rich & Joie [rjosnook@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 10:01 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Mayor's budget

I support the Mayor's budget proposal.-Rich
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Doug W Schueths [doug@schueths.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Old Cheney widening
Attachments: OldCheneyWideningHistory.doc

Council persons: 
   In 1998 the city was ready to widen Old Cheney as it was included in South 70th street 
widening projects.  It was a safety issue back then!   
See the text captures in the attached Word doc for the Lincoln Journal dated May 12, 1998.  
The council and  Mayor Wesley THEN disregarded safety issues in 1999 to build the Salt Dogs 
Stadium using the money from the wheel tax meant for road improvement. ‐ article also in the 
word doc. 
  Seems to me if safety for our children was so important WHY did the dollars go to the Don 
Wesley memorial dog stadium rather than fix Old Cheney! (my daughter survived the trips to 
Maxey on her own and is now a college grad and lives in Austin TX. thank you for your concern 
back then and now) 
  Make it the same design as the stretch from 70th to Highway 2 and get it done NOW! Save 
some money and some hard feelings and move on! DON'T WASTE so much money to create a Taj 
Mahal for the engineers to parade to their other buddies in the trade. 
 
Thank you 
Doug Schueths 
5810 Culwells Rd  (1/2 block south of Old Cheney & Cross Creek Rd in the affected area) 
Lincoln NE 68516 
402‐489‐5845 



Event showcases street-widening plans 
Lincoln Journal Star (NE) - Tuesday, May 12, 1998 
Author: ANN HARRELL Lincoln Journal Star, Lincoln Journal Star 
   The latest information about the city's plans to widen five arterial streets in southeast Lincoln will be on display at an open house 
Wednesday evening. The open house will be from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Maxey Elementary School, 5200 S. 75th St. The meeting is 
intended to update area residents on what's proposed for their neighborhoods before the street widenings are put before the City Council in a 
public hearing on the evening of May 26. 
   The street widenings at issue affect 70th Street from Nebraska 2 to La Salle Street, 84th Street from Nebraska 2 to South Street, Old 
Cheney Road from Nebraska 2 to 84th Street, Pine Lake Road from 84th to 98th streets, and Pioneers Boulevard from 70th to 84th streets. 
The city began studying about 20 miles of arterial streets in south and southeast Lincoln in November 1995. 
   The effort is being driven by the accelerated street construction schedule that was made possible by a wheel tax increase the City Council 
approved in the summer of 1995. All the streets mentioned above will be widened from two lanes to four lanes divided by a raised median. 
The city also intends to acquire enough right of way to accommodate additional turn lanes in the future, said Rick Herrick of Olsson 
Associates, a consultant working on the project. 
   Besides widening the streets, the city plans to build new storm drains, install new traffic signals, provide space for bike trails and sidewalks 
and install a pedestrian signal on 70th Street between Antler and Glynoaks drives. 
   The consultants and city staff have held a number of public meetings and met with many groups and individuals to accommodate as many 
concerns as possible, Herrick said. Still, he told the council members they may get calls about several remaining issues. These include: The 
location of the bike trail along Old Cheney Road Expected tree removals Access changes to private driveways, especially those that no longer 
will accommodate left turns because of the raised medians Some opposition to doing anything at all. 
   The council hearing is about the project designs but also about the environmental impact study that has been prepared in connection with 
these street widenings. If the council approves the package about two weeks after the May 26 hearing, then the city staff will submit the 
environmental information to state and federal officials for their consideration. 
   If the state and federal authorities approve the environmental studies, which could happen sometime in June, the city will begin acquiring 
right of way by the end of June or sometime in July. The first of these projects on the construction schedule is 70th Street, said Deputy City 
Engineer Bruce Michaelson. The schedule calls for widening 70th Street from La Salle to a quarter-mile south of Old Cheney Road this year, 
he said. Given the approvals and right of way yet to be obtained, that project is not likely to begin until about August and be completed next 
year. 
   City Council Chairwoman Linda Wilson stressed to city engineers how important it is that these projects remain on schedule. The public , 
which has been paying the additional wheel taxes and expecting additional street projects, demands it, she said. "If we can't get going with 
70th by August, we're going to be in severe trouble publicly," Wilson said. 
   A related but separate study of a number of arterials in south Lincoln will be coming up for an open house and public hearing a few weeks 
after the southeast roadways study. The south study encompasses 14th Street from Old Cheney to Pine Lake Road, Pine Lake Road from 14th 
to Nebraska 2, 40th Street from Pine Lake Road to a half-mile south of Pine Lake Road, 56th Street from Nebraska 2 to a half-mile south of 
Pine Lake Road and 70th Street from Nebraska 2 to a quarter-mile south of Pine Lake Road. The south streets will be the subject of a public 
hearing before the City Council on June 22. That open house has not yet been scheduled. 
Caption: No Illustration. 
Edition: City 
Section: B 
Page: 01, 06 
Index Terms: LINCOLN STREET WIDENING ; PROFESSIONAL SOP ; PROFESSIONAL SOP ; PROFESSIONAL SOP ; 
PROFESSIONAL SOP ; PROFESSIONAL SOP 
Record Number: MERLIN_263021 
Copyright, 1998, Lincoln Journal Star 
 
 
 
 
Mayor 's budget steps up to plate 
Lincoln Journal Star (NE) Sunday, August 8, 1999 
Author: J. CHRISTOPHER HAIN Lincoln Journal Star, Lincoln Journal Star 
   If a city budget, as often is said, puts the community's priorities in black and white, then Mayor Don Wesely's objectives include police, 
planning, parking and baseball . 
   But if a city budget, as often is said, is as much a political document as a financial one, then the book is hardly closed on Lincoln's 1999-00 
budget. 
   The people get a say on those political priorities Monday when the City Council holds a 6:30 p.m. public hearing on the budget. 
   Then Tuesday, the council will vote on final changes. On Aug. 23, the council will adopt the budget. 
   Wesely made his pitch, increasing city spending by 6.3 percent and property taxes by 2.7 percent. Wesely's budget adds eight police 
officers, two planners and replaces half of the downtown parking meters with new ones. 
   The council, meanwhile, has taken its first swing, making tentative changes July 26 -adding back half of a StarTran taxi subsidy program 
for the disabled ($14,000) and returning $60,000 to the Self Employment Loan Fund. 
   Some council members, such as Jon Camp, would like to see the property tax increase whittled down. 
   "We're looking at some things," Camp said. "I would just like to see if we can keep the mill levy flat." 



   Then there's baseball . The proposed baseball stadium project adds $12.8 million to the city's Capital Improvements Program. 
   Dan Alberts, chairman of the Lincoln Independent Business Association's budget monitoring committee, said finding more than $10 million 
for baseball in a supposedly tight budget casts some doubt on the mayor 's plan. 
   "You've got a problem of $10 million in a budget that the mayor said, in his words: "We cut the fat, we cut the muscle and we cut into the 
bone.'" 
   Said Camp: "That's a fair question, and it's a good question, and it's a tough question." 
   Steve Hubka, city budget officer, said only about $2 million for the baseball project could be shifted to the operating budget. But those are 
one-time dollars, he added, and the city doesn't want to use one-time money to finance ongoing budget items. 
   Finally there's the question of what wasn't funded. Every year, department directors request items that aren't funded. This year, requests not 
funded include: 
   A new fire inspector ($44,315) in the Building and Safety Department. The department wrote: "At the present time there are several areas 
that are not being inspected because of lack of sufficient personnel ... 75 to 100 inspections of highrise buildings ... inspection of hazardous 
materials ... about 30 to 50 sites that are not being inspected. ... Hotels and motels are also mandated to be inspected yearly and have not been 
getting done." 
   A fifth prosecuting attorney ($34,817) for the city Law Department. The department request said a new prosecutor was needed simply to 
maintain current service amid increasing caseloads. Prosecutors are handling more juvenile court filings -from 243 in 1996 to 400 in 1998 , 
and the court just added a third judge on July 1. The request said: "Since 1995, the Lincoln Police Department has hired 20 additional officers 
... misdemeanor arrests increased 11 percent, DWI arrests increased 23 percent and other traffic increased 18 percent." 
   A $51,120 increase in library media funding . "Keno funding has become critical in providing the media support the library needs to build 
quality collections," the library wrote. "However, it is not a secure basis of funding ." Wesely's budget did include $200,000 to upgrade a 
main library computer. 
   An increase from $20,619 to $66,694 for contractual services for low-income frail and elderly. The program serves 120 older people, but 
the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging said: "(The program) has been unable to accept new clients during the last eight months. ... Currently, 34 
persons are on the waiting list." The additional money would have added services for 41 more frail, elderly people, but Wesely's budget 
eliminated the increase and reduced the previous year's $20,619 funding . 
   Since that cut, however, the city has received some state money to finance the program roughly at the same level as last year, said Reba 
Schafer, administrator of the agency. 
Caption: No Illustration. 
Edition: City 
Section: B 
Page: 01, 02 
Index Terms: LINCOLN CITY BUDGET ; PROFESSIONAL SOP ; PROFESSIONAL SOP ; PROFESSIONAL SOP ; PROFESSIONAL 
SOP ; PROFESSIONAL SOP 
Record Number: MERLIN_287916 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Carolyn Edwards [carolynped@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: budget

Dear City Council, 
  
I strongly suppor the Mayor's buget proposall, which raises property taxes and also protects public safety 
services, repairs our streets, and preserves our pools, parks, and libraries.  I would not consider the cost to our 
household to be excessive, even though we own a house.   Sometimes "shared sacrifice" is a good idea -- not 
just cut, cut, slash, slash. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
  
Carolyn Edwards 
6619 Blue Ridge Lane 
Lincoln 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Nance Harris [nharris@nebtrucking.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: supporting the mayor's budget

Members of the City Council, 
Our household supports the Mayor’s budget proposal. Reducing or ending city services is a step backward in a beautiful, 
livable city. We are fine with the proposed tax increases—a small price to pay to maintain the City of Lincoln. We are weary 
of those who think our government at any level can operate indefinitely with “no new taxes.” Hogwash.  
 
Nance and Jim Harris 
4419 South 36th Street (68516) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: jamesschafer [jamesschafer@windstream.net]
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 6:20 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: cost to much to live in city of lincoln

THE CITY OF LINCOLN IS GETTING TO EXPENSIVE TO LIVE IN. THE CITY IS THE RICH MAN CITY- 
WITH THE RICH MANS MAYOR RUNNING IT - HE WANTS TO RAISE TAXES SO HE CAN PAY FOR 
THE RICH MANS WANTS -THE ARENA- THE NEW PARKING GARAGE 13th & Q- THE ROUNDABOUT 
BY THE UNIVERSITY - WITH A WHEEL TAX RISE.. MY INCOME FOR MY WIFE & I LAST YEAR WAS 
ONLY ABOUT $32,000 SINCE I LOST MY JOB & I HAD TO GO ON DISABILITY.WE OUR OVER 
TAXED ON OUR HOUSE FOR ONE .OUR UTILITIY BILLS KEEP GOING UP..I GUESS IF IMADE THE 
MONEY THE MAYOR & HIS HIGH PAID BUDDIES HE HIRED .IT WOULD BE NOTHING PAYING MORE 
PROPERTY TAXES & MORE ON UTILITY BILLS.. WE ARE BARELY MAKING ENDS MEET NOW .LETS 
START SEEING SOME CUT BACKS ON CITY SPENDING STARTING WITH THE MAYOR'S PAY & 
PENSION..& TAKE MONEY FROM HIS GOLF COURSE FUND. INSTEAD OF HIM LEGALLY STEALING 
FROM THE POORER PEOPLE OF LINCOLN. MY WIFE & I HAVE LIVE IN LINCOLN 62 YEARS WE CAN 
NO LONGER AFFORD TO LIVE IN THE RICH MANS CITY. THANK YOU-- FOR 
NOTHING.............................. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Douglas Jensen [dougjensen@mac.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 4:32 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: City Budget

To Members of the City Council:         
 
 My wife and I are asking you to please support the Mayor's budget.  Include the complete 
financing of the Libraries and retaining the fire station.  I am 78 years old and I believe  
in Lincoln.  Let keep Lincoln on top.  We do not object to higher taxes if needed.  Thanks 
for your courage during these horrific times.                                  
  Doug Jensen    
 
 
Doug Jensen      E‐Mail Address   dougjensen@mac.com 
5551Venture Drive 
Lincoln, NE    68521    Telephone      402 742 5277 
          Cell Phone    402 432 5277  
 



DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

   MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2011

 I. CITY CLERK

 II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. City awarded $10,000 for Youth Garden Program. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Restoration work to begin at Arbor Lake. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of August 6, 2011 through

August 12, 2011. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Citizens advised to take debris to transfer station. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Transfer station open until 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. Sunday hours extended for fallen debris facilities. 

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Investment report for the quarter ending May 31, 2011. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Hundreds of families work to be healthier. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. The historic Preservation Commission and Urban Design Committee will hold a joint public

meetings on Wednesday, August 11, 2011. 
 2. Memorandum from Marvin Krout, Planning Director, with updated city redistricting information. 

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. Reply from Thomas Shafer, Design/Construction Manager, to Councilman Camp with copy of

PowerPoint presentation on the Old Cheney Road project.  (Copy of PowerPoint presentation in
Council office) 

  
IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

1. Scott J. Tharnish’s response to Councilman Camp’s questions on the StarTran budget. (No. 2 on
Director’s agenda for 08.08.11 under Councilman Jon Camp)

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. James K. Hinrichs. Outrageous to add more roundabouts given the city’s budget problems and

raising taxes to pay for them. 
2. Chuck Lien. Cut taxes, bring in more businesses, and the revenue base will grow. 
3. Christopher Callihan. It is time to reinvest in the future of Lincoln. We have seen cuts to the city

budget which cannot be the only solution we keep using. 
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4. Jessica Freeman. In opposition to the proposed library cuts, or the proposed plan to enact the
recommended budget cuts. Save our librarians and our libraries by supporting different cost
cutting measures other than proposed staff cuts.    

5. Shawn Salrin. Any vote in raising taxes, especially the wheel tax, will see a major effort to ensure
you are voted out of office next election.

6. John Brown. Please remove funding for the roundabout on 14th and Superior. We have not had the
meeting promised by the Mayor.  

7. Paul Haith. Do whatever you can to not raise the property tax and wheel tax.  
8. Barb Haith. Do not raise property taxes and wheel tax. Will run people out of town. 
9. Arnold Heights Neighborhood Association. Maintain funding for Station 11 as the final budget is

voted upon. 
 10. Karl and Daylene Kollmorgen. As small business owners strongly oppose the recommendation to

increase property and wheel taxes. 
 11. Carol Navratil. Council should approve engineers plan on Old Cheney, and not support only 10 to

15 families living next to Old Cheney. 
   12. Barbara Olsen. Do not raise property or wheel taxes. Cut instead. 

 13. Nance Harris. Support Mayor’s budget of a modest increase in taxes to preserve city infrastructure
and services. 

 14. Larry J. Wagner. Memo on newspaper tax article. 
 15. Larry J. Wagner. Article on federal budget, comparing to family budget.    
 16. Shawn Kreifels. Raising property taxes and wheel taxes is irresponsible.  

VI. INVITATIONS
 See invitation list. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 402-441-7847, fax 402-441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 5, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Sandy Myers, Parks and Recreation, 402-441-8261

     
CITY AWARDED $10,000 FOR YOUTH GARDEN PROGRAM

Lincoln Parks and Recreation was recently awarded a $10,000 grant by the National Recreation
and Park Association’s (NRPA) Grow Your Park program to support the Department’s
Community Youth Garden initiative.  Lincoln elementary school children work daily in gardens
located at all City Recreation Centers.

Lincoln Parks and Recreation is one of 10 agencies in the nation to receive the 2011 Grow Your
Park award.  Funds will help establish a new youth garden site, refurbish several older ones and
provide needed tools and seeds as well as composting and rain collection containers.

“The Community Youth Garden program teaches young people the process from soil preparation
to harvest, helping them make the garden-to-table connection and introducing them to fresh
vegetables,” said Sandy Myers, Recreation Manager for Lincoln Parks and Rec.  “The youth sell
a small portion of the produce at farmers markets to learn entrepreneurial skills.  They also take
some home to their families, many of whom are low-income, minority or new Americans.”  Each
summer, the program also sponsors a large food drive, encouraging adult backyard gardeners to
donate any excess produce to the Food Bank of Lincoln.

Now in its second year, NRPA’s Grow Your Park program supports park and recreation agencies
in creating and expanding community garden operations and activities, with a goal of increasing
participation among children and teens.  The grants are made possible through a gift from the
J.R. Albert Foundation.

“The 2011 Grow Your Park program provides a creative way for young people to grow, both in
the garden and in the community,” said Barbara Tulipane, CEO of NRPA.  “We congratulate our
2011 Grow Your Park grantees, whose programs will contribute to a healthy sense of self, good
nutrition and a connection to the outdoors for our nation’s youth.” 

For more information on the Community Youth Gardens, contact Sandy Myers at 402-441-8261.

- 30 -  

(Media note: The “F” Street Rec Center would be  good to feature.  The kids help prepare
snacks or meal items with the vegetables they harvest.  Contact Sandy to set up a story.)



PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 402-441-7847, fax 402-441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 5, 2011     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 402-441-7939

       Tom Malmstrom, Parks and Recreation, 402-476-2729

             

RESTORATION WORK TO BEGIN AT ARBOR LAKE

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department will begin work this month on the Arbor Lake

Wetland Restoration Project.   The project includes:

• the restoration of degraded wetland systems; 

• the expansion of saline wetlands on the site;

• the prevention of further stream degradation;

• the maintenance and development of habitat for endangered species, including the Salt

Creek tiger beetle; and

• the enhancement of the wetland systems with native plant species.

Arbor Lake is north of Interstate 80 along N. 27th Street.  The 132-acre area is owned by the City

and contains more than  65 acres of saline wetlands. The public recreation area provides habitat

for a variety of wildlife and plant species.

The project is being funded by two grants received by the City from the Nebraska Environmental

Trust Fund and the Environmental Protection Agency through the Nebraska Department of

Environmental Quality.

For more information on the restoration of Arbor Lake, call 402-441-7847, send an e-mail to

parks@lincoln.ne.gov or visit parks.lincoln.ne.gov.
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Date: August 5, 2011
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of August 6 through August 12, 2011

Schedule subject to change

Sunday, August 7
• ALS Golf fund-raiser, remarks - 12:45 p.m., Highlands Golf Course, 5501 N.W. 12th St.
• Witherbee Neighborhood Association fifth annual pool party and ice cream social - 6

p.m., Woods Park, 33rd and “J” streets

Monday, August 8
• Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City

Building, 555 S. 10th St.

Thursday, August 11
• Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Federal Legislative Summit - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Event runs

from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.), Strategic Air and Space Museum, 28210 West Park Hwy., Ashland

Friday, August 12
• East Nebraska District of Sertoma annual Great Plains regional conference, remarks  -

9:50 a.m., Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” St.



PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 7, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 402-430-8539

       David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547
     

CITIZENS ADVISED TO TAKE DEBRIS TO TRANSFER STATION

City Parks and Recreation officials today advised Lincoln residents to take fallen tree branches
to the City Transfer Station at 5101 N. 48th St.  The facility will be open until noon today
(Sunday) and will reopen from 6:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Monday.

City Parks and Recreation and Public Works and Utilities crews have been working all night to
open up blocked streets.  Residents are urged to call the Lincoln Police Department non-
emergency line at 402-441-6000 to report streets that are blocked due to storm debris.

If branches are down on sidewalks or in the public right of way between the sidewalk and the
curb, residents are asked to call the Community Forestry Office at 402-441-7035.
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See revised release below. Transfer Station hours have been extended until 5 p.m. today
(Sunday).

David Norris
Citizen Information Center
City of Lincoln
(402) 441‐7547

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

                                               
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 7, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 402-430-8539
                                                     David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547
                                                                                                   

TRANSFER STATION OPEN UNTIL 5 P.M. SUNDAY

City Parks and Recreation and Public Works officials today advised Lincoln residents to take
fallen tree branches to the City Transfer Station at 5101 N. 48th St. The facility will be open
until 5 p.m. today (Sunday) and will reopen from 6:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Monday.

City Parks and Recreation and Public Works and Utilities crews have been working all night to
open up blocked streets. Residents are urged to call the Lincoln Police Department non-
emergency line at 402-441-6000 to report streets that are blocked due to storm debris.

If branches are down on sidewalks or in the public right of way between the sidewalk and the
curb, residents are asked to call the Community Forestry Office at 402-441-7035.
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

                                               
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 7, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 402-430-8539

       LeAnn Hofeling, Hofeling Enterprises, 402-438-8733
                                                       David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547
                                                                                                   

SUNDAY HOURS EXTENDED FOR FALLEN DEBRIS FACILITIES
Landfill open until 5 p.m. Sunday; Hofeling Enterprises open until 8 p.m.

City Parks and Recreation and Public Works officials have announced that Hofeling
Enterprises, 2200 S. Folsom Ct., will have their yard open and will be accepting fallen tree
branches until 8 p.m. Sunday.  Lincoln residents may also take debris to the City Landfill
Transfer Station at 5101 N. 48th St. The facility will be open until 5 p.m. today (Sunday) and
will reopen from 6:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Monday.

Hofeling Enterprises will donate all money collected today and Monday to the Lincoln Parks
Foundation.  They will also be open from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday.  For more information on
Hofeling Enterprises, call 402-438-8733.

City Parks and Recreation and Public Works and Utilities crews have been working all night to
open up blocked streets. Residents are urged to call the Lincoln Police Department non-
emergency line at 402-441-6000 to report streets that are blocked due to storm debris.

If street tree branches are down on sidewalks or in the public right of way between the sidewalk
and the curb, residents are asked to call the Community Forestry Office at 402-441-7035.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 4, 2011 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lisa Henning, 402-441-8049 

 

Hundreds of Families Work to be Healthier 
 

Hundreds of individuals from 27 companies in Lincoln and surrounding areas recently 

participated in a family wellness initiative to combat childhood obesity, offered by WorkWell, a 

program of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  This year’s program entitled 

“54321Go!” encourages families to adopt small changes to improve eating habits and increase 

physical activity.  The grand prize for participation in the program will be awarded Publisher’s 

Clearing House style on August 5 at 10:00 a.m. at Lincoln Surgical Hospital, 1710 South 70
th

 

Street.     

 

The program is fairly simple.   

 

54321Go! activities to reduce childhood obesity include: 

5. Five servings of fruits and vegetables 

4. Four glasses of water 

3. Three servings of low-fat dairy 

2. No more than two hours of screen time 

1. One hour of physical activity 

 

Participants recorded progress on a scorecard for completing 54321Go! activities.  This year’s 

grand prize for adults is a two night hotel stay in Kansas City, and choice of entertainment.  

Children’s prizes include savings bonds, and bicycles with helmets.  More than 30 prizes will be 

awarded overall.   

 

For more information on 54321Go! or WorkWell please contact Lisa Henning at 441-8049.  

 

 



The City of Lincoln's Urban Design Committee and Historic Preservation Commission will hold joint public meetings on Wednesday, August 11, 2011. 
 
The meeting will convene at 1:00 p.m. in Room 210 (south side of hall, behind Public Works Dept. Reception Desk), 2nd floor, County-City  
Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, to consider the following agenda.  
 
For more information contact the Planning Department at (402) 441-7491. 
  

 
August 11, 2011 

 
 
1.  Discussion of West Haymarket Streetscape concepts (The Clark Enersen Partners, Sinclair Hille Architects, etc.)       West Haymarket Integrated Development Plan
 
2.  Misc. 
 
 
 

For further information on Historic Preservation in Lincoln, visit:  
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/hist/index.htm 

 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission meets on the third Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m.  For more information, email the 
Planning Department at plan@lincoln.ne.gov, or call 441-7491. 
 

 History List 

  
City of Lincoln  
Planning 

Historic Preservation Commission and 
Urban Design Committee  

  

Page 1 of 1InterLinc: Planning : Historic Preservation Commission Agenda

08/05/2011http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/hpc/agenda/081111.htm
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: Power Point
Attachments: Old Cheney Council.ppt

 
 

From: Thomas S. Shafer  
Sent: Saturday, August 06, 2011 1:16 PM 
To: 'Jon Camp' 
Subject: RE: Power Point 
 
My apologies as I forgot to get this out earlier.  Thank you to Mr. Camp for the reminder.   
 

From: Jon Camp [mailto:JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 5:17 PM 
To: Thomas S. Shafer 
Cc: Greg S. MacLean; Mayor 
Subject: Power Point 
 
Thomas: 
 
I watched all week since the Monday City Council meeting for a copy of your power point.  As of 5:00 this Friday 
afternoon, I have not received a copy. 
 
How can I get a copy—you will recall the Old Cheney issues comes to a vote next Monday. 
 
Jon 
 

JON A. CAMP 

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
Check our reception and event venues at:   http://www.facebook.com/pages/Apothecary-Lofts-Ridnour-
Room/173175799380032 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Scott J. Tharnish
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 3:05 PM
To: 'Jon Camp'; Steve D. Hubka
Cc: mkrugeratu@windstream.net; Mary M. Meyer; Rick D. Hoppe; Greg S. MacLean; Larry D. 

Worth
Subject: RE: StarTran Budget

Mr. Camp – in response to your request regarding the budget changes proposed by ATU, please see below. 
 
From: Jon Camp [mailto:JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 03, 2011 11:42 AM 
To: Steve D. Hubka; Scott J. Tharnish 
Cc: mkrugeratu@windstream.net; Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: StarTran Budget 
 
Steve and Scott: 
 
I met with representatives of the ATU and discussed several possible budget adjustments. 
 
Concerns and ideas we discussed include: 
 

1. ATU believes cutting 4 hours of service on Saturday is not in the best interest of the riding public.  
2. ATU would like to see a sharing of the burden as follows:   

A. Homeowners – Taxes go up.  
B. Riding public –  

1. Increase Pass from $7.50/$15.00 to a higher level 
The current rate for a one‐month pass for low income passes is $7.50/$15.00.  
If those rates are raised to $9/$18, revenue increases by $33,000. If the rates are raised to $10/$20, revenue 
increases by $55,000. 

 
C. Management – Combine 2 jobs and eliminate one position  

It is unclear as to what ATU is proposing and thus difficult to estimate the cost savings. The entire management 
staff at Star Tran comprises eleven people, who in turn manage a proposed ’11‐’12 staff of 97 people. The 
employee/management ratio is over 8 to 1. The management staff costs are listed in the budget book on Pages 
8‐9 of the Public Works tab. 

 
D. Shop – eliminate Store Clerk position, since City Purchasing is assuming of the parts room  

The proposal seems to indicate that Store Clerk duties can be assumed by Purchasing. The Stores Clerk manages 
$400,000 of inventory that is vital to the daily operations of the system. Elimination of the position would 
seriously delay repairs and slow operations. We do not understand how Purchasing can accomplish the day‐to‐
day management of this area. The Store Clerk position wages are $44,536 for ’11‐’12, and is funded 80% federal 
grant, 20% general fund. 

 
E. Drivers – Cut 2 Driver positions and hire 2 Part‐time drivers  

We are speculating that the proposal is to eliminate the two vacant bus driver positions. The positions are 
already cut as part of the ’11‐’12 budget.  If the plan is to cut two additional bus drivers, we would have to either 
cut service or pay overtime to account for the hours. The ATU contract requires that part‐time drivers make the 
same hourly rate and pro‐rated benefits as full‐time drivers and that they work 24 to 30 hours per week. To hire 
two part‐timers without reducing service would require Star Tran to pay overtime for the difference between 
the part‐time driver limit and a regular 40‐hour shift. That would require at least 20 hours of overtime a week at 
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the rate of 1.5 times regular pay. It is less costly to pay two full‐time drivers. The cost of two full‐time drivers is 
approximately $110,000. With overtime included, we estimate replacing two full‐time drivers with two part‐time 
drivers and no service reduction would be $117,000. 

 
F. Deadhead half of AM and PM routes (with the fewest load counts) both Weekday and Saturday 

We estimate the reduction to save $52,200 over the current ’10‐’11 level of service.  We should note that the 
Star Tran Advisory Board recommended “deadheading” 12 of the 15 routes on weekdays and 13 of the 15 on 
weekends. We estimate these savings to be $80,000 over the ’10‐’11 level of service.  
 
It is important to understand the impact on ridership on “deadheading” versus the Saturday reduction. The 
current proposed budget has four hours of reduced service on Saturday. Saturday hours do not have the same 
“peaks and valleys” as weekday hours; ridership is fairly constant.  We estimate that a four hour reduction 
would result in 16,000 fewer trips a year (one passenger, one‐way trip). By contrast, a 30‐minute “deadhead” 
reduction in the AM and PM routes (1 hour total service reduction per day) would reduce current trips by 15,000 
per year. The “deadhead” revenue savings would not equal the four hour cut on Saturday. To be revenue 
neutral, two hours of Saturday service would have to be cut in addition to the “deadhead” hours, eliminating an 
estimated 8,000 additional trips for a total of 23,000 fewer trips. The ATU proposal would eliminate 7,000 more 
trips than the current four hour Saturday cut for the same amount of savings. 

 
3. Use the pending audit to fine tune system, with all sides working together.  

 
My question for you is to quantify suggestions B‐E.  In particular, for changes in the passes, how much revenue would be 
collected if: 
 

1. the $7.50 pass is increased to $9.00 (and $15 to $18) See above 
2. the $7.50 pass is increased to $10.00 (and $15 to $20) See above 

 
Thank you, 
 
Jon 
 
ec:          Marilyn Kruger, ATU 
 

JON A. CAMP 

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:      402.474.1838 
Fax:          402.474.1838 
Cell:          402.560.1001 
  
Email:       joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 

“The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the 
public with the public's money” 
  

 Alexis de Tocqueville  (French Historian and Political scientist. 1805-1859) 
 
Check our reception and event venues at: 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: James K. Hinrichs [jkhinrichs@windstream.net]
Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2011 5:43 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: city budget

Mayor Bietler, Lincoln City Council, 
  
I find it outrageous that plans to add more and more roundabouts are proceeding, given 
the city's budget problems. 
I have no problem with roundabouts, I have a big problem with adding them and raising 
taxes to pay for them. 
The city should spend our money to fix and improve the existing roads, improve traffic 
sensors and controls, NOT spend millions on a fad.  We can't mow the parks, keep the 
pools and librarys open, but we can add unneeded features to our roads one after 
another? What is wrong with this picture? The picture needs to be redrawn! 
 
Regards, 
  
 
James K. Hinrichs 
Home phone: (402) 421-2694 
Cell / text: (402) 304-1093 
E-mail: jkhinrichs@windstream.net 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Lien, Chuck [Chuck.Lien@BURROUGHS.COM]
Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2011 5:13 PM
To: Council Packet; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Adam A. 

Hornung; Carl B. Eskridge; Jayne L. Snyder
Subject: No Tax increases - In fact, CUT TAXES...

Cut the budget, cut the budget, cut the budget, quit “mowing” so much, back off services. 
 
Fix the roads, keep the police and fire, rescue, ambulance, but cut back on everything else. 
 
We already have the HIGHEST tax on cell phones IN THE NATION! 
 
Back off council people!  We don’t want more taxes!  We (the smart ones) went along with private industry, who stated 
that the downtown new arena would not work, it will not be profitable, so they backed out.  It will cost us more in taxes, 
and it will fail to bring in the “big acts” that are expected.  Who as a band would want to come to Lincoln, when just 
down the road is KC, Denver, or Minneapolis?  We should have closed a couple streets, and renovated or added on.  The 
new arena will be a waste.  Oh and is the watershed project is right on or below budget and ahead of schedule by the 
way? 
 
We the people will not support you if you raise taxes again!  Please back off…please cut services…please lower taxes, 
please entice and bring in more businesses who can pay taxes and support our city.  Bring in more shopping.  Bring in 
more restaurants, bring in more tax revenue generating offerings!  But do not tax the people.  We love it here, but will 
not stay if you keep raising gas taxes, property taxes, water and electricity rates, cell phone taxes, cable and dish 
network taxes, etc. 
 
I have lived here and loved it here (except for the wind) longer than I have “lived and loved” anywhere.  Great city, 
(except for the roads and stop lights and medians all of which hinder traffic instead of making it flow) great place to raise 
a family, everyone in Nebraska wants to live here (except for the durn taxes)… 
 
Cut taxes, bring in more businesses, and your revenue base will grow. 
 
Chuck Lien 
Lincoln Homeowner and citizen since 1987. 
402‐421‐2938 – cell 402‐770‐7144 
4831 Birch Hollow Drive 
Lincoln 68516 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Chris Callihan [chriscallihan@ibew265.org]
Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Newly Revised Budget Proposal

I would like to commend the members of the Lincoln City Council for their focus on keeping Lincoln moving forward.  In 
the last few years we have seen Lincoln take big strides in becoming a nationally recognized city for new businesses, 
employment opportunities and a great place to raise a family.  We have seen cuts to the city budget for the last couple of 
years and that cannot be the only solution that we keep using.  They have shown to the citizens of Lincoln that they are 
truly looking at all aspects to solve the budget shortfall.  We have enjoyed a moderate tax level in Lincoln and it is time to 
reinvest in the future of City of Lincoln, the city we all enjoy and love. I have lived in Lincoln for almost 2 decades now 
and God willing, I plan on retiring here also.    
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christopher A. Callihan 
819 South 45th street 
Lincoln, Ne 68510 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: J. Freeman [organjess@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 12:39 AM
To: Mayor; Mary M. Meyer; Jayne L. Snyder; Adam A. Hornung; Eugene W. Carroll; Carl B. 

Eskridge; Jonathan A. Cook; Jon Camp; Doug Emery
Subject: in opposition to the proposed library budget cuts

         August 4, 2011 
Dear Mr. Mayor and members of the City Council, 
  

I am writing today in opposition to the proposed library cuts, or more accurately, in opposition to the proposed plan to 

enact your recommended budget cuts.  I realize that in this time of budgetary crises that there is not money for every 

program and that some changes are necessary.  But the way that the library is recommending to implement these cuts is 

unfair and unnecessary to the staff members being cut, the workers left to take up the slack, and the patrons who use the 

affected libraries and programs.  As I understand it, five staff positions (people who are highly trained with library 

degrees) are being cut.  The five people involved are allowed to bump into other positions based on seniority which results 

in the newest staff member, who has been working at Lincoln City Libraries for “only” 5 years, being sacrificed to keep 

the oldest staff members of 38 years who are approaching retirement. 

 I’m not sure who has decided to cut the five staff positions, but after spending ten minutes talking to library 

employees, I heard several feasible ideas that could also save the library money without affecting programs and patrons as 

drastically.  For instance, library statistics show that very few patrons use the libraries from 6 – 8 pm on Sunday nights.  

By keeping one branch open for the hardcore users and closing the rest of the branches for those two hours, the library 

could save money on staff hours as well as electricity and other costs associated with having the building open.  Another 

option would be to offer early retirement packages to several of the library staff who are close to retirement.  In this way 

they could bow out gracefully and leave positions open that the less senior staff members could then keep.   

 My family uses the Walt Library every week and these cuts are unfairly affecting that branch.  At least two of the 

proposed staff losses will be at Walt which means that the one staff member moved in to replace the two losses will need 

to be an expert both in children’s and adult’s literature, two vast subject areas.  The individuals being cut are highly 

qualified for their jobs and very good at what they do.  They run an outstanding children’s story hour, set up adult and 

youth programs for the community including the very popular Summer Reading Program, provide in-home visits to 

patrons who can’t come to the library, and coordinate volunteers in addition to their many other duties.  In a time where 

every penny must be pinched, does it make sense to cut the person who coordinates the volunteers?   

 People claim that libraries are becoming less important because of the move to digital information.  I disagree.  

There is nothing digital or on-line that compares to reading a good quality children’s picture book with your child.  Or the 

storyhours that excite them about reading.  Or flipping through a book to learn a new craft or be inspired before you spend 

those precious dollars on buying the wrong book.  Not to mention how many books I come home with each week because 

a librarian carefully set it out on display so it would catch my eye (something which hardly ever happens to me at Barnes 

and Noble.)  A library card is amazing!  It gets you hours and hours of free entertainment, knowledge, and new and 

different opinions.  But a library card with a knowledgeable librarian to guide you as you explore, to recommend books 
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and save them for you because she knows just what you like, to show you new materials and help you remember the name 

of that book you heard about—that is just priceless.  These proposed cuts may save a penny today, but they will certainly 

cost many pounds tomorrow as the staff members left attempt to reproduce all that hard work, energy, and knowledge that 

has been lost.  And it truly does upset me when our community cannot support individuals who have worked hard to be 

qualified and good at their jobs. 

 Please save our librarians and our libraries by supporting different cost cutting measures than the proposed staff 

cuts.   

 (Please also include this letter in the hearing testimony for August 8th if that is appropriate.) 

  

Sincerely, 

Jessica S Freeman 

3022 Browning St 

Lincoln, NE  68516 

402-328-0102 

organjess@yahoo.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: shawn salrin [ban2sidhe@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 10:00 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: City Budget/Tax increases

From: Shawn Salrin, registered voter Dist. 3 
To: Mayor Beutler and Lincoln NE. City Council Members 
  
I guarantee that any vote on your part to increase taxes, in particular, the "wheel tax", will see a major  effort on 
my part, to ensure that you are voted out of office during the next election cycle. What part of "No more tax and 
spend" do you not understand? 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: John Brown [johnbro2@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 12:22 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Roads funding , 14th and Superior

Please remove funding for roads project 070736000349. This is for the round a bout on 14th and Superior st.  We have 
not yet had the meeting that was promised by the Mayor. 
Thank you, 
John Brown 
2201 Elba circle 
402 435-6686  Work 
402 435-8932 Home 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Paul Haith [paulhaith@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Oppositon to tax increases

Please do what ever you can do to NOT raise the property tax and wheel tax. 

I am on a fixed income with no increase in my Social Security for the past two years and the good possibility 
that it may be reduced in the future.  Do not micro manage the new Public Safety Director in his efforts to close 
the Air Park Fire Station.  I think that there are probably other stations that could be closed also.  You should 
also consider going back to a private ambulance service.   

<>Thank you for your consideration of this request. <>  
 
Paul Haith 
2010 So. 80th St. 
Lincoln, NE  68506 
402-489-0093  



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Barb Haith [barbhaith@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 5:32 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Tax Increases

To All Council Members: 
 
Please DO NOT RAISE OUR PROPERTY TAXES and WHEEL TAX!  You will run people out of town rather 
than in.  Lincoln needs to come across as a friendlier city in regard to taxes.   
 
Passing our street lights off to LES is another increase for us. 
 
When you hire Cassidy to be the authority figure on Public Safety issues to look for cuts and 
efficiencies and he recommends shutting down Fire Station 11,  along with the Mayor's 
support, how does it happen that this would be turned around again?  
 
Just tow the line on taxes.   Thank you. 
 
Barb Haith  (Retired) 
2010 So. 80th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
402‐489‐0093 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: AHNA [arnoldheights@windstream.net]
Sent: Saturday, August 06, 2011 6:17 PM
To: Council Packet; Mayor; Carl B. Eskridge; Adam A. Hornung
Subject: City Budget Concern

 
> The people who live in extreme Northwest Lincoln (Arnold Heights and other neighborhoods 
along the NW 48th Street corridor) purchased their homes and have paid their property taxes 
based on the City of Lincoln providing basic public services. These public services include 
reasonable access to fire protection and emergency medical services. 
> We have come to appreciate the response times that have been available in our area. We are 
not at all encouraged by the potential to move from amongst the best response time in town, 
to essentially the worst response time. I hate to use the term dead last in referring to 
response time, but in this case it could very well apply, literally or figuratively. 
> The area has blossomed over the last 10 years with new homes and businesses locating in the 
area. Businesses that may have had second thoughts on investing in the area if they thought 
their insurance costs could increase by the loss of Fire Station 11. This could truly affect 
the future of retail/commercial development in the area. 
> It amazes us that the city will market this area for commercial and industrial development 
through the Lincoln Airport Authority and the Industrial site along the I80 interchange, yet 
consider reducing fire/medical services to this same area. 
> The city has an investment in over 500 homes in the area through Lincoln Housing Authority 
(a City of Lincoln governmental agency) It would seem a dis‐service to all Lincoln taxpayers 
to reduce protection on this investment. 
> Failure to continue funding to Station 11 would put taxpayers in our area in the unique 
situation of increased taxes (assuming the Mayor's tax increase remains in the budget), while 
receiving reduced services at the same time. 
> We are encouraged by the discussions put forth to restore Fire Station 11 in the budget and 
urge you to vote to maintain funding for Station 11 as the final budget is voted upon. 
>  
> Arnold Heights Neighborhood Association Jeff Schwebke Karen Sieber  
> Terry Schwimmer Jeanette Fangmeyer 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Daylene [dmk@kollmorgenassoc.com]
Sent: Sunday, August 07, 2011 5:07 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: property tax and wheel tax increase

Dear Council Members 
As a small business owner we strongly oppose the council’s recent recommendation for the increasing of property and 
wheel tax.  We currently own our business space at Plaza Mall South and approximately 6 years ago my wife and I 
entertained expanding by purchasing additional commercial office space but were discouraged because of current and 
future property taxes.  Today I feel no different and actually more concerned about the future of Lincoln with the 
direction of the council’s constant reflex of raising taxes and not looking seriously at other alternatives.  
I would certainly recommend the city begin looking at the privatization of non emergency services.  It would appear that 
the city of Lincoln is one of the few municipalities that is considering raising taxes in a recession period.   
We greatly appreciated your attention and hope the council reconsiders your position. 
 
Karl Kollmorgen 
Daylene Kollmorgen 
Kollmorgen & Associates, Inc. 
1919 So. 40th St. Suite 201 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
402 434‐2580 
 

 This email and any attachments are intended only for the individual or company to which it is addressed and may contain information which 
is privileged, confidential and prohibited from disclosure or unauthorized use under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
email, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, or copying of this email or the information contained in this email is strictly 
prohibited by the sender. If you have received this transmission in error, please return the material received to the sender and delete all 
copies from your system. 

Recipients should be aware that all emails exchanged with the sender are automatically archived and may be accessed at any time by duly 
authorized persons and may be produced to other parties, including public authorities, in compliance with applicable laws 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, August 07, 2011 6:09 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Carol Navratil 
Address:  8009 Grand Oaks Drive 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68516 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    carol@emeints.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
 
Re:  Old Cheney 
 
Even though I do not own property next to Old Cheney I do live nearby and use the street 
several times a day.  I suggest the Council approve the recommendations of the engineers.  
Jon Camp is supporting only 10‐15 families who own property next to Old Cheney and forgets 
about the thousands of others who use the street ‐‐ and also, the rest of the district he 
represents.  A few people should not overrule the majority.  The City apparently is willing 
to compensate them for any losses or displacement of property.  Future traffic will only 
increase and safety is important.   
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Mary M. Meyer

From: jolsen@inebraska.com
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 7:43 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Taxes

Please do not raise property or wheel taxes.  Cut instead. Cut, cut, cut. 
 
Barbara Olsen 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
This message was sent using IMP, the Internet Messaging Program. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Nance Harris [nharris@nebtrucking.com]
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2011 8:33 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: supporting the Mayor's budget

To the Lincoln City Council: 
Our household supports Mayor Beutler’s budget proposal. We are fine with the modest increase in taxes to preserve city 
infrastructure and services.  
 
Jim and Nance Harris 
4419 South 36th Street (68516) 
 
 
Nance Harris, ABC, CAE 
vice president, member services 
Nebraska Trucking Association 
1701 K Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 
phone 402‐476‐8504 
nharris@nebtrucking.com 
www.nebtrucking.com 
 
We deliver...so you can. 

 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Larry J. Wagner [lnjwagner@windstream.net]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 7:49 PM
To: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Taxes 

Please read the article Charlie Reese’s final column at: www.janeglendinning.com/blog/2011/07/13/charley-
reeses-final-coloumn/  
It is about taxes and I think it can apply to all forms of government.  This letter can be found at Snopes.com too. 
I have sent a copy to the Mayor. I ask you to read it and not scan it! 
 
Thank you, 
Larry J. Wagner  
1531 SW 13th. Street 
Lincoln, NE 68522 
402 477-2811 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Larry J. Wagner [lnjwagner@windstream.net]
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 8:41 PM
To: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: share e-mail I received

The great budget deal 
 
 

  
  

To Put It All In Perspective .... 

The U.S. Congress sets a federal budget every year in the trillions of dollars. Few people know 
how much money that is so we created a breakdown of federal spending in simple terms. Let's put 
the 2011 federal budget into perspective:  

 U.S. income: $2,170,000,000,000  
 Federal budget: $3,820,000,000,000  
 New debt: $ 1,650,000,000,000  
 National debt: $14,271,000,000,000  
 Recent budget cut: $ 38,500,000,000 (about 1 percent of the budget) 

 
It helps to think about these numbers in terms that we can relate to. Let's remove eight zeros from 
these numbers and pretend this is the household budget for the fictitious Jones family. 

 Total annual income for the Jones family: $21,700  
 Amount of money the Jones family spent: $38,200  
 Amount of new debt added to the credit card: $16,500  
 Outstanding balance on the credit card: $142,710  
 Amount cut from the budget: $385 

 
Whew! I'm glad they got that all worked out to our benefit, aren't you?  I feel better already. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Shawn Kreifels [kreifels213@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, August 07, 2011 8:25 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: kreifels213@hotmail.com

Lincoln City Council Members, 
  
Normally I don't express my concerns on politics but I it's time because I don't like the direction it appears Lincoln is 
going. 
  
I oppose property tax increases and the wheel tax increases. 
  
In this economy we all have to make sacrifices and make tough decisions.  I have done this in my business and in my 
personal life.  You need to look at where cuts can be made.  Pushing the budget burden off onto the taxpayers by raising 
property taxes and wheel taxes is irresponsible.   
  
You also need to look at the big picture...these tax increases also hinder Lincoln's ability to attract new business and new 
residents. 
  
As a life long Lincoln resident and business owner I strongly encourage you NOT to increase property taxes or the wheel 
tax. 
  
Shawn Kreifels  
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