
IN LIEU OF 
         DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

       DECEMBER 26, 2011
 

I. CITY CLERK
 

II. MAYOR 
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler would like to discuss an arena issue at 9 a.m. on Wednesday,

Dec . 21, in Rm 303 of the County-City Building. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Arena work had been suspended till Tues, Dec. 27 due to a Re-Bar issue.  

III. DIRECTORS

LIBRARY
1. Library Board applications for 2012 - 2016
a) Nathaniel Blum;
b) Richard Dinges;
c) Carol Grell;
d) Robert Haller;
e) Robyn Henderson;
f) Donna Marvin;
g) Barbara Ridder;
h) David Sanders;
i) David Shaprio;
j) Timothy Sparks;
k) Carol Speicher;
l) Bryon Van Deun 

  
IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. MISCELLANEOUS 

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS   
  

VII. ADJOURNMENT    
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: December 20, 2011  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

      

 

Mayor Chris Beutler will have a news conference to discuss an arena issue at

9 a.m., Wednesday, December 21 in Room 303, County-City Building, 555 S.

10th St.

The Lincoln Police Department is aware of the news conference and will try to

have the daily 8:45 a.m. media briefing completed before 9 a.m.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511, fax 402-441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 21, 2011 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

                                           

ARENA WORK TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 

BECAUSE OF REBAR ISSUE
Builders assure delay will not impact cost or completion date

Mayor Chris Beutler and the West Haymarket Joint Public Agency (JPA) today announced that

work on the new Pinnacle Bank Arena has been suspended until Tuesday, December 27 because

of an issue with the reinforcing steel or “rebar” from the supplier.  The delay is necessary because

it will take about one week for the replacement rebar to be fabricated and delivered by the

supplier, Drake-Williams of Omaha.  The Pinnacle Bank Arena is being built by Mortenson

Construction-Hampton Enterprises.   

The Mayor said the design and construction team discovered the problem in the normal course of

construction when a couple of the bars failed.  The team determined that the rebar was

improperly bent in the fabrication shop. Because the failure was unusual, the rebar was sent to an

independent lab, and preliminary testing showed that the rebar did not meet the required

specifications.

“Everyone at some point has purchased a product from a store that did not work properly. Just as

you would return the product and ask the store to make it right, the City and the JPA will be

asking the rebar supplier to make it right. You can count on that,” Mayor Beutler said.

“Mortensen and Hampton assure that this will not impact the completion date or increase the

costs of the Arena. We are still on time and on budget.”

No one was injured as a result of the rebar problem. The project’s structural engineers, Buro-

Happold and DLR, as well as other firms have already begun an analysis to determine how much

of the completed work will need correction.   When construction resumes Tuesday, workers will

focus on building new portions of the foundation with the correct rebar.

“Our team uncovered this problem in the early structural phase of construction. It would have

been a much greater problem if discovered in a later phase,” Beutler said.  “They are to be

commended for their quick action. Mortensen and Hampton have made worker safety and the

structural integrity of the Arena their top priorities.”
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Barbara Hansen [b.hansen@lincolnlibraries.org]
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 1:40 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: p.leach@lincolnlibraries.org; Denise K. Pearce
Subject: Library Board Vacancy Recommendation
Attachments: Leach Letter to Council  12.20.11.pdf; Blum, Nathaniel K..pdf; Dinges, Richard A..pdf; Grell, 

Carol M..pdf; Haller, Robert S..pdf; Henderson, Robyn L..pdf; Marvin, Donna K..pdf; Ridder, 
Barbara.pdf; Sanders, David C..pdf; Shapiro, David.pdf; Sparks, Timothy A..pdf; Speicher, 
Carol.pdf; Van Deun, Bryan J..pdf

Attached are the applications from 12 individuals who expressed interest in being appointed to the Library 
Board for the four-year term 2012-2016, along with the Library Board's recommendations.   

Barbara Hansen 
Administrative Aide 
Lincoln City Libraries 
402-441-8512 
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