
       DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
     MARCH 19, 2012

555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113
1:00 P.M. 

   

I. CITY CLERK
    

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Sunshine Week promotes open government. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. City Independence Day celebration to be held July 3. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents February Award of Excellence to Public Works and Utilities

Department Equipment Operators, Douglas Miller, Gale Ogg, and Lance Sittner.  
4. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to open house on Old Cheney road improvements. 
5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will announce an expansion of the City voluntary donation

programs, Thursday, March 15th, 10:00 a.m., at the Gere Branch Library, 2400 S. 56th Street. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces new 2 for Trees Program and expansion of Lincoln Cares. 
7. NEWS RELEASE. Workshop to focus on update of Downtown Master Plan, Tuesday, March 20th. 

III. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Health Department Report, February, 2012.
2. Board of Health meeting minutes of February 14, 2012.

LINCOLN LIBRARIES
1. Letter from Pat Leach, Library Director, in response to email Council received on March 13, 2012

regarding Lincoln City Libraries’ Internet Policy. 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
1. Saline Wetlands Conservation Partnership, 2011 Progress Report.   

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. First Annual Report of the Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission now on the Planning

Department website at http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/pc/index.htm.
  

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. MISCELLANEOUS 

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Nicole Prososki regarding proposed liquor seller’s permit ordinance. 

a) Reply from City Clerk Joan Ross addressing the question of a proposed ordinance. 
b) Response from Attorney Tonya Peters explaining group task force challenges.   

2. Question from Alex Michalak, Omega Alpha Chi Fraternity, inquiring about regulations on a
possible philanthropy idea of music on the streets with donations to Relay For Life. 
a) Reply from City Clerk Joan Ross giving complete instructions, city regulations,  if the fraternity

progresses with their possible philanthropy idea.   
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3. Message from Bob Kittelson on the commons area on the east side of 70th Street at Old Cheney. 
a) Pictures from Bob Kittelson of the views they want to preserve and area in question. 

4. Letter from Angela Tucci, Lincoln Haymarket Development Corporation President, writing in
support of the West Haymarket redevelopment project, listing reasons to encourage and support.  
  

VII. ADJOURNMENT  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 12, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

                                                       Lin Quenzer, City Ombudsman, 402-441-7511

                                                       Joan Ross, City Clerk, 402-441-7438

                            

SUNSHINE WEEK PROMOTES OPEN GOVERNMENT 

Mayor Chris Beutler today proclaimed the week of March 11 through 17 as “Sunshine Week” to

highlight City governments efforts to be transparent and provide access to public information.

Sunshine Week is a non-partisan national initiative started in 2005 to promote awareness of the

importance of open government and the freedom of information.

“Sunshine Week is about the public’s right to know what its government is doing and why,”

Mayor Beutler said.  “It’s your government, and a government by the people and for the people

must have the tools and resources to hold accountable the public officials they have entrusted.

 It is important to publicize these tools and resources to enlighten and empower our citizens to

play an active role in their government in order to makes their lives better and their communities

stronger.  In Lincoln, I am proud of the efforts we make each and every day to make government

open and accessible.”

Beutler commended City Ombudsman Lin Quenzer and City Clerk Joan Ross for their efforts to

provide access to information and for their personal assistance to help residents resolve issues

with City government.   He said the City’s efforts to be transparent include  the Taking Charge

public engagement initiative and the Citizen Satisfaction Survey now available online at

lincoln.ne.gov.  Other ways the City of Lincoln promotes open government 

include the following:

• Many documents are available online at lincoln.ne.gov, including the City operating

budget, the City-County Comprehensive Plan and meeting agendas.  Most documents that

are not available online can be obtained by requesting them from the appropriate City

official. 

• The Citizen Information Center distributes of information through local news media and

on the City website and the government access television channels.

• The public is invited to testify at public meetings, including those of the City Council. 

On the second and fourth Council meetings of the month, the public can testify on issues

and concerns that are not part of the Council agenda.

• The public is encouraged contact City offices through mail, e-mail, phone or the online

Citizen ACTION Center. 

- more -
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• The City has more than 60 citizen boards and commissions to provide advice on a wide

range of policy areas.   An application to serve on these advisory boards is available

online.

• The City Audit Advisory Board is a citizen board Mayor Beutler created to scrutinize the

finances and performance of City government.  The City Council recommends areas for

review.  The Audit Committee has reviewed City fund balances, impact fees and StarTran

bus service.

More information on Sunshine Week is available at sunshineweek.org.

- 30 -



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 12, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547

CITY INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION TO BE HELD JULY 3

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the City’s annual Uncle Sam Jam Independence Day

celebration will be held Tuesday, July 3 at Oak Lake Park, 1st and Charleston streets.  In case of

inclement weather, the event will be moved to Thursday, July 5.  

The Mayor noted the City’s celebration has not fallen on July 4th for the past three years.  In

2009, it was moved to July 3 to accommodate the Larry the Cable Guy show.  In 2010, rain

caused a postponement to July 5.  Last year, the event was moved to July 2 for budgetary reasons.

“In addition to cutting the City’s costs, we’ve receive positive feedback on scheduling our

celebration for a day other than July 4,” said Mayor Beutler.  “Many residents do not work that

day and enjoy family gatherings.  Other like having a day off work after the nighttime fireworks

show.”

More information on the annual celebration will follow in June.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 12, 2012     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

             
MAYOR PRESENTS FEBRUARY AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Mayor Chris Beutler today presented the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for February to a team
from the Street Maintenance Operations Division of the Public Works and Utilities Department:
Equipment Operators Douglas Miller, Gale Ogg and Lance Sittner.  Miller has worked for the
City since 1990, Ogg since 1979 and Sittner since 2004.  

The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary service and
work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City.  The award was presented at the
beginning of today’s City Council meeting.

The team was nominated for its actions to help citizens in distress on two occasions.  Supervisor
John Rausch nominated the team in the category of valor.  The Award of Excellence Committee
also recognized the team in the category of customer relations for representing the City in a
positive manner.  

The first incident occurred in January when the crew was filling washouts behind curbs on North
27th Street and Wildcat Drive.  Sittner saw a woman running from the Victorian Inn, who told
him her two-year old daughter was missing.  Miller dialed 911 and gave his phone to the mother. 
As police headed to the scene, the three City employees began searching for the toddler in the
marshy, wetland area near the motel that includes tall grass and small ponds.  After an
unsuccessful search, they checked with the motel office and the child was found unharmed after
a room-to-room search.

Another incident occurred about three years ago when the team helped a mother and child
involved in a traffic crash that occurred over the lunch hour in front of the maintenance shop at
33rd and Baldwin.  Sittner and Miller called 911, made sure the child was okay and comforted
the victim lying on the ground.  One of the men ran back to the shop for a first aid kit and wet
rags, while the other man stayed on site directing traffic and waited for emergency personnel.

Rausch wrote in his nomination: “These men show the best kind of initiative.  They are alert and
responsive to the needs of the community we serve.  I am very proud of them and feel they
highly deserve the recognition of this award.”

-more-
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The other categories in which employees can be nominated are productivity, loss prevention and
safety.  Consideration also may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated
accomplishments or those completed outside of the nominee’s job description.

All City employees are eligible for the Mayor’s Award of Excellence except for elected and
appointed officials.  Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates
and the general public.  Nomination forms are available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: personnel)
or from department heads, employee bulletin boards or the Personnel Department, which
oversees the awards program.

All nominations are considered by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee, which includes
a representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor.  Award
winners receive a $50 U.S. savings bond, a day off with pay and a plaque.  Monthly winners and
nominees are eligible to receive the annual award, which comes with a $250 U.S. savings bond,
two days off with pay and a plaque.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

Engineering Services, 901 W. Bond St., Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7711, fax 402-441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 13, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Craig Aldridge, Engineering Services, 402-416-5349

       Stephanie Dostal, Alfred Benesch & Company, 402-479-2200

PUBLIC INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE ON

OLD CHENEY ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

The public is invited to an open house Tuesday, March 20 on improvements to Old Cheney Road

from 70th to 82nd streets.  The City of Lincoln and Alfred Benesch & Company will host the

open house from 5 to 7 p.m. at Lincoln Christian School, 5801 South 84th Street. 

Because of rising traffic volumes, the existing two-lane, rural street will be upgraded to an urban

four-lane roadway with curbs and gutters and left-turn lanes.  Construction is scheduled to begin

early 2014.  The project also includes:

• The installation of drainage facilities and the reconstruction of water and wastewater

mains and private utility lines;

• Construction of new bike trails, sidewalks and curb ramp elements;

• The installation of a new traffic signal, street lighting and communications infrastructure;

• The construction of retaining wall elements; and

• The reconstruction of Old Cheney Road and adjacent roads to coordinate with the

improvements.

Those attending should park on the east side of the school and use the northeast entrance. 

Directional signs will be posted.  The meeting will take place in the elementary activities room.

The open house will provide an opportunity for the planning team to share and obtain

information on current plans for the project.  At the open house, attendees may informally view

information stations and the planning concepts.  Attendees will have an opportunity to discuss

their questions and concerns with the project team and are invited to offer their comments

regarding the plans.  

More information on the project is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects) or by

contacting Craig Aldridge, City Public Works and Utilities Department, 402-416-5349 or

caldridge@lincoln.ne.gov.   For more information on the open house, contact Stephanie Dostal,

Alfred Benesch & Company, 402-479-2200 or  sdostal@benesch.com
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

DATE: March 14, 2012   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

               

 

Mayor Chris Beutler will announce an expansion of the City voluntary donation

programs at a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 15 at Gere Branch

Library, 2400 S. 56th Street (southeast corner of 56th and Normal).   He will

be joined by the representatives of the Parks and Recreation Department, Lincoln

City Libraries, Aging Partners and the Lincoln Community Foundation.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 15, 2012   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Dept., 402-441-8265

                   Susan Larson Rodenburg, Lincoln Cares , 402-440-3227

             

MAYOR ANNOUNCES NEW 2 FOR TREES PROGRAM AND  EXPANSION

OF LINCOLN CARES

Mayor Chris Beutler  today announced two major changes to the City’s voluntary donation efforts. 

2 For Trees will allow customers of the Lincoln Water System (LWS) to add $2 to their bill

payments for funding support of public trees along streets, in parks, along trails and in golf courses. 

The Lincoln Cares program, which began in 2003 to support Parks and Recreation projects, is

expanding to support Lincoln City Libraries and Aging Partners.

“Lincoln residents have shown us again and again that they strongly support voluntary donation

programs that add so much to the high quality of life we enjoy,” said Mayor Beutler. “They also

appreciate the opportunity to target their contributions of time and money to the programs of their

choice. I strongly encourage the public to continue to support Lincoln Cares and to sign up for the

new 2 for Trees program.  Your donations are a significant  investment in Lincoln’s future. ”

Donations to the new 2 for Trees program are matched by the Kenneth J. Good Environmental

Enhancement Fund at the Lincoln Community Foundation and in-kind donations from private

nurseries.  The City’s 125,000 public trees, include 87,000 which line 1,217 miles of streets.  

“These trees add value and beauty to our neighborhoods and provide many economic, health,

environmental and community benefits,” said Beutler.  “Unfortunately, disease and storms have

taken a toll on our community forest in the last few years.  Right now, only one of five street trees

lost to disease, decline or damage is replaced.  The 2 for Trees program is an easy and affordable

way for all citizen to take the extra step to help maintain our beautiful urban forest.”. 

“One of the hallmarks of Lincoln’s quality of life is its canopy of trees,” said Barbara Bartle,

President of the Lincoln Community Foundation. “The Foundation, on behalf of the Kenneth J.

Good Fund, is pleased to be a partner in 2 for Trees.  Ken loved flowers and trees and would

generously offer plants and flowers from his yard to others. This program is an ideal legacy for Ken

and a wonderful way for our community to continue to tend for our city’s beautiful trees.”

Nursery sponsors include Finke Gardens and Nursery, Campbell’s Nurseries and Garden Centers,

Earl May Nursery and Garden Centers (north and south), Heritage Nursery West and Nebraska

Nursery and Color Gardens. 

- more -



2 for Trees, Lincoln Cares
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“This new program will help provide regular, ongoing funding that is needed to maintain a multi-

generational urban forest in public areas,” said Lynn Johnson, Director of Lincoln Parks and

Recreation.   Johnson said 2 for Trees will not replace the City’s popular street tree voucher

program that is available for residential areas.

From its inception in February 2003 through December 2011, Lincoln Cares has collected nearly

$600,000 from LES customers who added a dollar to their bill payments.  Nearly 4,000 LES

customers donated to the program each month in 2011.  Additional contributions of nearly 

$500,000 have come from direct donations to the Lincoln Parks Foundation and through

partnerships with Pepsi, Gallup, Lincoln Benefit Life, Olsson Associates and Culver’s Restaurants. 

The total for all collections since Lincoln Cares began is about $1.1 million.

The Mayor made the announcements at Gere Branch Library, one of the library locations where

Lincoln Cares will fund Learning to Read spaces.  (A list of new and previously funded Lincoln

Cares projects follows this release.)   Sponsors providing matching funds for the projects include

the Lincoln Parks Foundation; Vintage Heights Neighborhood Association; the Dorothy Martin

Fund of the Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries; Woods Brothers Realty; State Farm; Lincoln

Area Retired School Personnel; Olsson Associates; Michael Sucha Memorial Fund/Annual Golf

Tournament; and the Great Plains Trails Network. 

“We are grateful to be included in the successful Lincoln Cares program, which will allow us to

enhance what we offer to families,”  said Pat Leach, Director of Lincoln City Libraries.  “Raising

successful readers requires a mixed approach.  We’re proud of the books and storytimes we provide,

and creating Leading to Reading spaces adds one more element that nurtures children as they

become readers.”

“Donations to Lincoln Cares will allow Aging Partners to provide assistance to older Lincoln

residents who are still living independently in their own homes,”  said June Pederson, Director of

Aging Partners.  “Thanks to LES customers, we will be able to offer help with chores like snow

removal and lawn care that can be difficult for those we serve.

Mayor Beutler thanked the project sponsors and the five Lincoln media organizations which are

again providing $30,000 of advertising and promotion.  Media sponsors are KOLN/KGIN- TV;

KLKN-TV; Three Eagles Communications; Broadcast House; and the Lincoln Journal Star.  

To donate to Lincoln Cares, LES customers can add one dollar to their monthly payments. Those

who pay LES through automatic bank billing can add Lincoln Cares to their payments  by calling

LES at 402-475-4211.  Donations also can be mailed directly to the Lincoln Parks Foundation, 2740

“A” Street, Box 201, Lincoln, NE 68502 or made online at LincolnCares.org.  

To donate to 2 For Trees, LWS customers can add $2 to their bi-monthly water bill; mail a

donation to 2 for Trees, 2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502 ; or donate online at 2forTrees.org.  

Both programs also can be found at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: donate). 
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2012 Lincoln Cares Projects and Sponsors

Nebraska’s Centennial Mall: $7,500

A major renovation is planned for the seven-block Nebraska Centennial Mall, which

connects the State Capitol to the University of Nebraska campus. Project Sponsor:

Lincoln Parks Foundation

Mendoza Park Shelter: $7,500

Funds will provide for a neighborhood park picnic shelter in Mendoza Park near the Billy

Wolff Trail. Project Sponsor: Vintage Heights Neighborhood Association

Aging in Place program: $3,500

Aging Partners provides access to services for people ages 60 and older.  These services 

enhance independence and quality of life as seniors continue to live in their homes.

 

Leading to Reading Spaces at Bennett Martin, Gere and Bethany libraries: $7,500

Leading to Reading Spaces are educational places for young children to use special

computers and developmentally appropriate toys which encourage literacy. Project

sponsors: Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries, Dorothy Martin Fund and Woods Bros.

Realty.   

Parker’s Pals Scholarships: $10,000

This fund provides scholarships to children from low-income families for swimming

lessons and recreation programs. Project sponsors: State Farm Insurance, Lincoln Area

Retired School Personnel and Olsson Associates

Densmore Park Ballfield Shade Structure: $8,400

The structure will be mounted over a bleacher in Densmore Park to provide shade and

protection from foul balls for baseball spectators. Project Sponsor: Michael Sucha

Memorial Fund/Annual Golf Tournament

Billy Wolff Trail Solar Lighting: $7,500

Sustainable, solar lighting will be placed along the new Billy Wolff trail connection south

of Randolph Street. Project Sponsor: Great Plains Trails Network



Programs funded through Lincoln Cares - 2003 through 2011

• Sherman Field

• Nebraska’s Centennial Mall

• Jayne Synder Trail Center

• Pioneers Park Nature Center-Animal Care

• Union Plaza

• Witherbee Park Playground

• Air conditioning at Belmont Park enclosed shelter

• Hi-tech portable play tower

• Boosalis Trail Renovation

• Solar-heated pool and bathhouse demonstration project

• Air conditioning at Antelope Park enclosed shelter

• Acquisition of prairie and grasslands at Pioneers Park

• Nebraska State Liberty Bell Shelter in Antelope Park

• Restoration of the Four Wars Memorial and the Pioneer Woman and Bountiful Prairie

sculptures

• Sunken Gardens renovation

• Addition to the Pioneers Park Nature Center Prairie Building

• Park Middle School Teen Center

• Benches along the Holmes Lake Trail Loop

• Shelters at Woods Park and Bethany Park 

• Green Team Youth Employment Program

• Youth Outdoor Adventure Program

• Peach Park expansion

• Trago Park Shelter

• Hudson Cabin and Heritage School Endowment 

• Belmont Park Natural Play Area

• Lewis Field Parking Lot Lighting

• Tierra Park Playground Area Lighting

• Elliott School/Antelope Park/Antelope Valley Trail

• Pioneers Park Nature Center art work

• Jamaica North Trail Bridge

• Lighting at Sunken Gardens and Pocras Park

• Picnic tables at Bowling Lake

• Trago Park Sprayground

• Upgraded toddler play area at the Ager Play Center

• Lincoln Safari program

• Shooting sports facility

• Parker’s Pals swim and recreation program scholarships for low-income youth.



URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402- 441-7606

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 15, 2012 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Hallie Salem, Urban Development, 402-441-7866

                     

WORKSHOP TO FOCUS ON UPDATE OF 

DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN

The public is invited to a workshop Tuesday, March 20 on the update to the City’s Downtown

Master Plan created in 2005.  A presentation and discussion are scheduled from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at

the Cornhusker Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.  

The City is working on the update in collaboration with the Downtown Lincoln Association

(DLA), and the workshop is an opportunity for residents to review the proposed changes and

provide feedback before the updated plan is submitted to the City-County Planning Commission

and City Council for adoption.  The existing plan can be found at urban.lincoln.ne.gov (click on

the downtown link).

The discussion will be lead by a team from planning and design consultant Crandall Arambula. 

The workshop will focus on the vision for downtown, with an emphasis on the “M” and “N”

street connections between the West Haymarket and the Antelope Valley area; the “P” Street

retail corridor; and the design and operation of streets to sidewalks to accommodate, vehicles,

pedestrians, bicycles and mass transit.

For more information, contact Hallie Salem in the City Urban Development Department at 402-

441-7866 or hsalem@lincoln.ne.gov.  
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DEPARTMENT REPORT
FEBRUARY, 2012

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE

- Staff are completing the Department’s FY12-14 budget request.  The request will be
submitted to the City Finance Department on March 9, 2012.

- The Health Director continues to coordinate state legislative activities for the Department
and with the Mayor’s Office.  She provided testimony on several legislative bills and
prepared several letters of support.  An update on the 2012 Legislative Session will be
provided at the March 13, 2012 Board of Health meeting.

- Plans are underway for the Board of Health Annual Luncheon and Awards Ceremony
scheduled for Tuesday, April 10, 2012 at the Lincoln Station Great Hall.  Michael
Samuelson, President & CEO for the Health & Wellness Institute, will provide the
keynote address.

- The Health Director is meeting with the Adult Detention Justice Center Committee and
architects regarding renovation of the current jail facility and space needs for county
wellness activities.

- The Health Director completed ICS 400 training in Auburn, NE on February 18, 19, 25
and 26, 2012.

- The Health Director and Lincoln Fire and Rescue completed interviews for the Hands
Only CPR Coordinator.

- The Health Director attended Lancaster County’s Mid-Year Budget Retreat.

- The Health Director continues her work in statewide public health activities through
PHAN, Friends of Public Health and the Nebraska Association of Local Health Directors.

- Employee of the Month - Hazardous Materials Response Team - Ron Eriksen, Ralph
Martin, Dan King, James Newman, James Bare, Harry Heafer and Nancy Clark -
Environmental Public Health Division.

ANIMAL CONTROL
Animal Control Feb Stats

Sep 09-

Jan 10

Sep 10-Jan

11

Sep 11-

Jan 12



Department Report - February, 2012 Page 2

Pet Licenses Sold 23,316 24,066 24,043

Cases Dispatched 6030 6940 8907

Investigation 7238 7770 9675

Animals Impounded

 Dogs 763 732 642

Cats 635 769 665

Court Citations Issued 79 227 80

Warnings/Defects Issued 1183 2274 4954

Bite Cases Reported 141 171 186

Attack Cases Reported 34 31 16

Dogs Declared (PPD, DD, V) 40 60 30

Animal Neglect Investigations 244 265 207

Injured Animal Rescue 237 229 300

Wildlife Removal 141 140 150

Dead Animal Pickup 532 620 905

Lost and Found Reports n/a 880 918

Phone Calls 13,793 16,353 18,200

Average Response Time (in mins) 34 17 19

- Budget information for Animal Control has been prepared for some of the preliminary
expenditure and revenue projections as well as program descriptions and impact
statements. Performance goals and city outcome measures were referenced in these
estimates.

- The Animal Control ordinances revisions approved by the Board of Health in January
will go to the City Council for public hearing on March 5, 2012.

- Animal Control is in the process of implementing a new investigative report form for
officers to use.  The new form will incorporate critical aspects of the other investigative
forms to create a new more efficient report for collecting data.   The end product will be a
form that is more user friendly and take less of the officer’s time to complete.

- Review of the current Policy and Procedure manual is underway.  The goal is to provide a
procedure manual that is updated so officers have a clear and consistent road map for
dealing with problems and situations that they encounter in the field.

- Animal Control  hosted a training class cunducted by NACA (National Animal Control
Association).  The Level 2 course covered such topics as search and seizure,
methamphetamine identification and animal decontamination, animal cruelty



Department Report - February, 2012 Page 3

investigations, handling of exotic, wildlife and agricultural animals, crime scene
photography, officer safety and defensive tactics and investigation of dog fighting cases.  
Students came from as far away as Alaska to attend the training.   Lincoln officers
showed a marked increase in pre and post course test results with one officer scoring a
99%.

- On Feb 18, staff attended the Children’s Museum “Zoo-seum” Day.  Staff distributed
pamphlets, coloring books, and educational materials to over 250 children and their
parents.  These events help  familiarize children to Animal Control and what we do.

- Staff attended the “I love My Dog “Expo on February 25 & 26.  Over 4000 people and
their dogs attended the event.  Many of the patrons that stopped at Animal Control’s
booth were very positive and appreciative of Animal Control.   People asked about breed
bans, barking dogs, and licensing. 

- Staff meet with board members from the Cat House on February 27, 2012 to discuss
progress on the feral cat management efforts. The Cat House provides the Department
with locations for all the feral cat colonies and agrees to trap, neuter/spay, vaccinate and
release the animals as defined in our agreement.  

 

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES

Clinic Revenue Increases

- CHS staff made two significant changes to increase clinic revenue in the past calendar
year.  The first change was the addition of the debit/credit card machines in March 2011. 
The second change was the increase in existing fees and addition of new clinic fees to the
Immunization and the Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) Clinics in September
2011. As a result of these efforts, our clinic revenue increased an average of 12% per
month due to the debit/credit card machines and an average of another 25% per month
due to the increase in clinic fees. We are still able to provide immunization and STI
services regardless of ability to pay and other clinic services (e.g. General Assistance,
Refugee Health) are provided at no charge to the client.  

EHS Super Users 

- Frontline staff in CHS and IFM staff (EHS Super Users) worked together to present a
training related to our electronic health record (the EHS system) to EHS users.  The two
hour training focused on updates to the system and on efficient use of the system in topic
areas such as medication documentation, listing of current medications and medication
history, past medical history, organizing view of forms/lists, easier documentation of
internal/external referrals (auto importing), and reviewing changes to documentation
templates for specific programs.  EHS Super Users are; Betsy Resch, Becky Hansen,
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Trish Harding, Annette Sturtz, Kris Saunders, and Trudy Franssen.  Our goal is to use
CHS Division meeting time as needed (an estimated 3 times a year) for training on EHS
updates.  This was the group’s 2  training.  The training was well received bynd

participants.  EHS Super Users did a fantastic job!  

DENTAL HEALTH & NUTRITION

WIC – A Glance at Public Opinion Nationally 

- A survey of 1000 likely November 2012 voters was conducted by two national polling
companies, American Viewpoint and The Mellman Group.  The intent of the survey was
to determine support or opposition to both WIC as a program as well as funding.  The
report found that WIC is as highly regarded as Social Security, Medicare, and Defense. 
Survey respondents, regardless of political affiliation, view WIC as effective and nearly
two-thirds of respondents opposed cutting WIC funding.  Respondents were more likely
to suggest cuts to school lunch, housing assistance, food stamps, national defense, and
agricultural price supports.  National acceptance of WIC is vital locally since the all of the
funding for our program is determined at the federal level.

Dental Health

- During the month of January, the dental staff provided 528 patients with 803 patient
visits.  Of the 538 patients served during January, 132 were new patients to the dental
clinic and 228 patients were children or 43% of our total patients served.   Year to date
(September 1, 2011 – January, 31, 2012) the dental clinic has served a total of 981
children or 51% of our total patients served.   An indicator for the Dental Clinic is to
increase the percentage of children seen in the dental clinic by 10% to 55% of patients
(42.7% in FY 2009; 47.2% in FY 2010; 46.9% in FY 2011).   The Dental program is
partnering with the Lincoln Public Schools, Head Start and Early Head Start Programs to
assure children and families have access to a dental home.   

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH

Children’s Environmental Health - Care Center Permitting and Inspections

- One major effort of LLCHD’s Children’s Environmental Health Program is permitting
and inspecting Child Care Centers for compliance with health and safety regulations. 
This work helps achieve our primary goal of protecting the health of children, their
families, child care providers, and our community by preventing communicable disease
outbreaks that originate in child care settings.  Our performance indicator is to inspect
95% of facilities within established intervals.  This was not met in FY11 due to staff
turnover and training new staff.
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- The Child Care Health and Safety Program permits and annually inspects approximately
142 Child Care Centers, (providing care for 13 or more children).  In addition, we inspect
approximately 14 additional state permitted centers that are located outside of Lincoln’s
jurisdiction, or are exempt from Lincolns permit requirements (such as Park and
Recreation’s before and after school programs. Child care center staff are required to have
two hours of health and safety training, which is offered twice a month.  LLCHD does not
regulate or inspect State licensed Child Care Homes up to 12 children.

- As of September 1, 2011 the small family child care home (for home care of 2 or 3
children from more than one family) inspection and permitting program was eliminated.
LMC 8.14 was rescinded and the 39 remaining permits expired and were closed as of
February 1, 2012.  This work was determined to have limited impact on preventing
community wide disease outbreaks and protected fewer total children than working with a
single larger child care center.

- This past year the NE Department of Health and Human Services proposed updating the
outdated regulations for Child Care Facilities.  LLCHD provided written
recommendations to the proposed regulations. Some of our recommendations were
incorporated into the latest version of the recommendations, but many were not. 
Nebraska is ranked 49  in the country for having adequate State Child Care Facilityth

Regulations.  The Child Care Program is planning to propose changes to Lincoln
Municipal Code 8.12 Child Care Facilities to address improvements needed in child care
regulations to reduce health risks and increase safety.

Food Handler and Food Manager Training

- Below is a graph from our dashboard which shows how many food handlers and food
managers are trained each month since April of 2009.  On March 8, 2012 the online food
handler program will be updated making several improvements.  The food handlers will
establish a personal file, called a portal.  This will prevent them from creating multiple
files (over paying or needing a refund). This change will allow them to take a break
during the training and return to the start of the topic where they left it, rather than having
to start the whole unit over.  The food handler will be able to go to their portal to update
addresses/phone numbers, take additional units for a higher level permit, reprint their
permit, or take the Responsible Beverage Server Training once that is established. These
changes will make administrating the online program more efficient and address
problems identified by the food handlers and managers.
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HEALTH DATA & EVALUATION

- HDE is making a change in format for the communicable disease monthly reports. The
data should be more easily understood with the new format. Tim Timmons,
Communicable Disease Program Coordinator, and I would like your feedback once you
get a chance to review the new reports.

- The MAPP Committee will be morphing into a steering committee charged with
developing a Community Health improvement Plan (CHIP). At the March 2  meeting, itnd

is hoped that up to five or six issues will be decided upon as priorities to be addressed
strategically over the next three to five years. This is a community plan so we always
recruiting additional members to work on the CHIP. If you are interested or have
suggestions of possible members, please feel free to contact Steve Frederick
(sfrederick@lincoln.ne.gov or 402-441-6271). Regular updates about the CHIP progress
will be provided to the Board.

- This year has proven the old adage among public health epidemiologists that “there is no
such thing as a normal flu season.” Influenza (flu) activity locally, statewide and
nationally is very low, especially for this time of year. Levels of seasonal flu activity are
well below normal levels for the October to February period, making it the latest ”start”
of seasonal flu in decades. While the number of cases is slowly increasing and may pick
up, we are beyond the time of year (mid-February) that represents the usual peak level of

mailto:sfrederick@lincoln.ne.gov
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flu activity. The reason probably has to do with the circulating strains of flu. The flu
vaccine for both this year and last matches the most common flu viruses that are currently
circulating. Therefore, many people may have immunity because they had the flu last year
of they got a flu vaccination or mist either this year or last year. Let’s hope that the
seasonal flu doesn’t surprise us and pick up over the next two months. (While May is the
usual end of the flu season, there are actually individuals who get the flu even in summer
months.) 

- Staff members from  the Public Health Association of Nebraska (PHAN), the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services (NDHSS) and local health departments are
reviewing the prototype PHAN dashboard that was shown to the Board at the February
meeting. Once the bugs are worked out and the narratives are “tweaked” the site will be
launched to the public. We are hoping that the launch will be sometime in mid-March. 
At first, the dashboard layout will be static (or fixed in place) rather than customizable
and each local public health department will post a link to the PHAN server from their
department’s home page. Frequent updates will be possible as new data become available
and the dashboard will be enhanced over time.

HEALTH PROMOTION & OUTREACH

Chronic Disease and Minority Health

- Staff facilitated two Crusade Against Cancer Coalition meetings to finalize planning for
the March 2012 colon cancer awareness campaign.  All Hyvee pharmacies have agreed to
be distribution sites for FOBT kits this year bringing participating pharmacies to 36. 
Staff is also working with the Minority Health Initiative partners to enhance promotion
and distribution of FOBT kits to disparate populations.  These partners include the
Malone Center, El Centro, and the Asian Center.  Print, radio and channel 10Health will
be used for media advertising and awareness of colon cancer screening.   All WorkWell
member delegates have also received information to provide to employees 50+ years of
age.

Injury Prevention

- Staff coordinated car seat checks at both Anderson Ford North and South.  Thirty-seven
seats were checked for proper installation and use. Staff presented child passenger safety
education to 10 teen parents at North Star High School and emphasized the importance of
keeping children rear facing as long as the seat allows.  The former recommendation for
rear facing was 20 pounds and 1 year of age.  New technology has allowed for children to
stay rear facing for up to two years and 35+ pounds.  Rear facing provides the greatest
protection for children, and manufacturers are responding by creating car seats designed
to hold larger children in a rear facing position.



Department Report - February, 2012 Page 8

- Staff presented child passenger safety seat information to 30 individuals at the New
American Leadership Academy Class at the Asian Community and Cultural Center.

Physical Activity

- Nine Lincoln residents took part in a second round of  League of American Bicyclist’s
League Certified Instructor (LCI) training February 24-26, 2012 at LLCHD.  We now
have 20 League Certified Instructors in Lincoln who are capable of providing bike
education.  The first “Kids Traffic Skills 101" class is being planned for late March
through early May at Prescott Elementary School.

- Administrators at Prescott and Kahoa Elementary Schools are also exploring the potential
for a “Bike To School Day” event on May 9, 2012 when the first annual Bike To School
Day is observed in this country.

Tobacco Prevention

- Staff coordinated a tobacco compliance check with the Lincoln Police Department and
two youth volunteers.  Five out of 44 businesses sold tobacco to underage individuals for
an 11% non-compliance rate, or an 89% compliance rate.  Three of the businesses that
sold were liquor stores/outlets; the other were grocery stores.   Management of the
grocery stores and one liquor store are interested in participating in the ID training
provided by the Lincoln Police Department.

- The Smoke-free Entrance Resource guide was provided to WorkWell delegates attending
the last WorkWell delegate meeting.

- Staff is partnering with Safe Kids, Building and Safety, and Lincoln Fire & Rescue on the
Multi-Unit Housing Team of the Fire/Burn Prevention Task Force to provide information
to landlords on fire prevention.  Smoke-free housing will be part of the presentation.

INFORMATION & FISCAL MANAGEMENT

- The Department’s budget is in the final stages of development.  It will be submitted on
March 9 .  This is the first two year budget cycle for the City of Lincoln.  th

- Training has been completed for staff on use of the new Time and Leave Reporting and
Activity tracking system.  The system will be implemented on March 1 .  For the month ofst

March, staff will document their time using both the new electronic system and the only
paper-based system.  Once we are assured that we have worked out all issues related to
accuracy, the staff will discontinue the paper-based reporting system.

 



        
 LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Board of Health
February 14, 2012

I. ROLL CALL

The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 5:02 PM by Karla Lester at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Members present:  Doug Emery,
Jacquelyn Miller, Lisa Peterson, Deb Schorr, David Smith, Brent Smoyer, Heidi Stark,
Brittany Behrens (ex-officio), Trish Owen (ex-officio), Tim Sieh (ex-officio) and Karla
Lester.

Members Absent: Tony Messineo and Ed Schneider.

Staff Present: Judy Halstead, Scott Holmes, Steve Beal, Steve Frederick, Kathy Cook,
Charlotte Burke, Andrea Mason, Raju Kakarlapudi and Elaine Severe.

Ms. Schorr introduced Brent Smoyer, Lancaster County Commissioner.  The Lancaster
County Commissioners completed Board/Committee assignment and  Mr. Smoyer will
replace Ms. Schorr on the Board of Health.  Thank you to Ms. Schorr for her work and
dedication to the Board of Health.  Welcome Mr. Smoyer to the Board of Health

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Dr. Lester asked if there were any other additions or corrections to the Agenda. 

Motion: Moved by Dr. Peterson that the Agenda be approved as mailed.  Second by Dr.
Smith.  Motion carried by acclamation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Lester asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes. 

Motion: Moved by Dr. Smith that the January 10, 2012 Minutes be approved as mailed. 
Second by Dr. Stark.   Motion carried by acclamation.

PUBLIC SESSION

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A. Health Director Update

Ms. Halstead provided an update on Dr. Schneider and a get well card was
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circulated and will be mailed to Dr. Schneider.    Congratulations to Mr. Messineo
for being named the Pius X High School’s Outstanding Alumni.  

The Board of Health Annual Luncheon and Awards Ceremony will be held on
Tuesday, April 10, 2012 at 11;30 AM at the Lincoln Station Great Hall.  Michael
Samuelson, a health promotion and wellness presenter, will provide the keynote
address.  The regular Board of Health business meeting is scheduled for the same
day at 5:00 PM.

Motion: Moved by Dr. Smith to cancel the April 10th Board of Health business
meeting at 5:00 PM.  Second by Dr. Peterson.  Motion carried by acclamation.

Ms. Halstead stated staff continue to monitor legislation for the Department and the
City of Lincoln.  She will provide a legislative update at the March13, 2012 Board
of Health meeting.   Budget preparations continue.  She stated Departments were
asked to submit the two year budget as 96.5% of the current FY11-12 budget and
99% of the FY12-13 request.   The Department’s biennial budget request will be
submitted to the City Finance Department on March 9, 2012.  She thanked Ms.
Cook and staff for their work on preparing  the budget request.

Ms. Halstead will be out of the office February 27-March 2, 2012. Mr. Holmes will
be in charge of the Department during her absence.

VI. CURRENT BUSINESS (Action Items)

A. Acceptance of the 64  Annual Report of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Healthth

Department

Ms. Halstead  presented the 64  Annual Report.   The report includes messagesth

from Mayor Beutler, Board of Health President Dr. Lester and the Health Director
Halstead.  The report includes program and statistical information for each of the
Divisions.  She asked all Board members to review the Report on the Department’s
website.

Motion: Moved by Dr. Stark that the Board of Health approve the 64  Annualth

Report of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Second by Dr.
Peterson.  Motion carried by acclamation.

VII.      CURRENT BUSINESS (Information Items)

A. Ten Esssential Services for Public Health - Essential Service #1 - Monitor Health
Status to Identify Community Health Problems

Mr. Frederick and Mr. Kakarlapudi provided a presentation on Essential Service #1
- Monitoring Health Status.  Information was provided on the Local Health System
Assessment, 2010, the Community Health Profile including demographic and
socioeconomic characteristics, quality of life, behavioral risk factors, environmental
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health indicators, social maternal and child health, death, injury and communicable
disease.  They also reviewed the dashboard data that is available.  Local health
department data is available for all local, state and regional entities.

Staff will provide a presentation on Essential Service #2 at the March 13, 2012
Board of Health Meeting.  

B. Health Management Associates Executive Summary of Recommendations

Ms. Halstead stated the Health Management Association’s (HMA) final report to
the Community Health Endowment (CHE) was released in January, 2012.  The full
report is available at: chelincoln.org.   She reviewed the findings and
recommendations noting 20% of adults (ages 18-64) in our community have no
health insurance.  Some of the recommendations included: 1) CHE funding an
organization who would apply for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Innovation (CMMI grant) with oversight by a 15 community representatives. 
Lincoln Medical Education Partnership submitted the grant on January 27, 2012.  
2) The new organization would oversee efforts in the safety net and take
responsibility to assure all these individuals would have a medical home. 3)
People’s Health Center should contract with LMEP to operate a satellite clinic at
LMEP’s current site.  4) People’s Health Center should remodel space now
occupied by Clinic With A Heart.  5) Clinic With a Heart should continue to
provide urgent care services.  6) Transitioning the Community Mental Health
Center  from the County, however, the County must have a responsibility to
maintain funding.  7) Evaluate a downtown site (old DuTeau Chevrolet building) 
for use by multiple organizations.  8) CHE, the new organization and hospitals in
Lincoln should work with the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha
regarding influencing the State to create an upper payment limit program for certain
hospitals as well as integrating the psychiatrist hospitalist program into the existing
physician program.  9) General Assistance funding and patients should move to the
People’s Health Center or its satellite location.  This should yield an overall savings
of approximately 7-9%.  10) Peoples City Mission should be asked to define their
vision for the future.  11) The new organization should communicate the
recommendations in this report to providers, the general public, funders, etc. to
create a better understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the current safety
net system in Lincoln.   

Ms. Halstead stated it is important to realize these recommendations are merely
recommendations and any and/or all of the private and  non-profit organizations in
Lincoln may or may not agree with these recommendations.  She will continue to
update the Board of Health on any future developments.

C. Board of Health Member Pairings
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Ms. Halstead stated Board of Health members have been paired with a Division(s)
of the Department.   Pairings include: Dr. Lester & Dr. Schneider - Community
Health Services; Dr. Smith - Animal Control and Health Data & Evaluation; Dr.
Stark - Dental Health Services & Health Promotion & Outreach; Mr. Emery -
Director’s Office; Dr. Miller and Mr. Smoyer - Information & Fiscal Management;
Mr. Messineo - Environmental Public Health; and Dr. Peterson - Health Data &
Evaluation and Health Promotion & Outreach.

A finalized list will be provided at the March meeting.

D. Smoke Free Entrances Resource Guide

Ms Burke provided the Smoke Free Entrances - A Resource Guide.  The Guide was
prepared for businesses.  It provides information on why businesses should consider
smoke-free entrances, the risks of second hand smoke, sample policies and steps to
establishing a smoke free entrance policy.  

The Joint Parks & Recreation and Board of Health Sub-Committee will meet on
March  6, 2012 to continue discussing smoke free play areas in City parks. 

E. Environmental Public Health Division Update

This item was tabled until the March 13, 2012 meeting.

    VIII.       FUTURE BUSINESS

Items for the February 14, 2012 Board of Health agenda include: 1) Essential Service
#2 Presentation; 2) 2012 Legislation Update and 3) Environmental Public Health
Division Update. 

       IX.       ANNOUNCEMENTS

      The next meeting is March 13,  2012 - 5:00 PM.  

      X.        ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 6:17 PM.

Elaine Severe
Recording Secretary

Heidi Stark
Vice-President
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Jean Preister

From: Michele M. Abendroth
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 2:12 PM
Subject: Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission ANNUAL REPORT 2011

The first Annual Report of the Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission can be found on the Planning 
Department website at http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/pc/index.htm.  This report summarizes the activities the 
Planning Commission took up in calendar year 2011. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this report, please feel free to contact the Planning Department at 402‐441‐7491. 
 
Michele Abendroth 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402‐441‐6164 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Nicole Prososki [nicole@squeegeestation.com]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 1:11 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Proposed Ordinance

I attended the listening session on the liquor seller's permit at the health department.  
I've never used the city council's website before, and am not sure where to find the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Nicole Prososki 
Mill's Squeegee Fill Stations 
and Prairie Lake Mobil 
(402)435‐8200, ext. 3 
 
"Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you 
are doing, you will be successful."  ‐‐Albert Schweitzer 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Server training

 
Good Morning Nicole, your question has been referred to me.  First of all, no ordinance has been prepared for Council's 
Agenda.  The meetings or forums, as some have called them are just to get input from liquor license holders and to 
answer their questions.  The city's website www.lincoln.ne.gov does provide the Lincoln Municipal Code.  On the 
Interlinc website, type LMC or the word code in the Search Box.  A list of titles will come up. Click on Title 5 and you will 
see the Chapter on Alcoholic beverages.  You can also view the LMC via the City Attorney's website. So again, no 
ordinance has yet been prepared.  I am not sure what the committee's plan is to let the public know when the ordinance 
will be listed on the Council's Agenda.  A good contact for that information is Police Legal Advisor Tonya Peters.  Her 
email address is  tpeters@lincoln.ne.gov. 
 
Joan E. Ross 
City Clerk 
(402) 441-7438 
(402) 441-8325 (Fax) 
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Mary M. Meyer

To: Council Packet
Subject: Server training

From: Tonya L. Peters  
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 9:41 AM 
To: 'nicole@squeegeestation.com' 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; Joan E. Ross 
Subject: RE: Server training 
 
Nicole, 
 
At the last community forum meeting on this issue, the consensus of the industry was to create a “task force” to come 
up with some new ideas.  The volunteers of this “task force” meet tomorrow.  Sometimes these “task forces” are able to 
come up with new ideas and sometimes they don’t, so I will still need to work on the draft ordinance.  I hoping to do this 
today and have a new draft for the “task force” tomorrow.  If the “task force” comes up with some good alternatives, 
then the draft ordinance may not need to be posted.  
 
I will have a better idea of the status tomorrow.  I will try to remember to send you an email tomorrow or Thursday 
morning.  If for some reason I forget, please send me a friendly reminder. 
 
Tonya 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Alex Michalak [amichala@NebrWesleyan.edu]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 9:26 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Possible Philanthropy Idea

Dear City Council,  

My fraternity (Omega Alpha Chi) at Nebraska Wesleyan had an idea for a possible philanthropy, but we were 
unclear about specific regulations.  The title of our idea is, “Hobos for Life” and would consist of men of the 
house dressing like hobos and performing jug‐band music on various sidewalks around Lincoln, and any 
donations received would be donated to “Relay For Life”.  After research of several city ordinances, we were 
not sure whether or not this would count as soliciting because we would ask for donations, but whether or not 
we would be selling anything seems rather hazy.  We do not believe we would be selling anything; we would 
simply be giving the people music whether‐or‐not they offer any money, but we were not sure if that would 
still possibly be considered selling something.  If this does not constitute soliciting, would there be some kind 
of permit that would be required in order to do this kind of philanthropy?  The only permit that we could find 
that seemed to apply was the soliciting permit if we did indeed fall under that category.  We want to make 
sure that everything we do for this philanthropy is perfectly legal, so any and all help would be greatly 
appreciated.  We understand that this philanthropy idea is a bit of a long‐shot, so if there is no possibility of it 
happening, we understand and will go to the drawing boards.  Again, any help is greatly appreciated.  

Sincerely,  

Alex Michalak  

Omega Alpha Chi Social Chair and Secretary.  

Email: amichala@nebrwesleyan.edu  

Phone: 402 658‐3498  
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Possible Philanthropy Idea

From: Joan E. Ross  
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 8:28 AM 
To: 'mailto:amichala@NebrWesleyan.edu' 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: FW: Possible Philanthropy Idea 
 
Alex, your question has been referred to me.  First, your fraternity should obtain a solicitation from this office.  The 
application is online at www.lincoln.ne.gov.  Click online services\ forms, permit, applications.  Scroll down to Solicitation 
Permit, this is the permit for nonprofit fund raising.  Second, you will need to obtain a written acknowledgment from the 
American Cancer Society in order to use their event "Relay for Life" for soliciting donations.  Finally, the city does allow 
musicians to play music or sing on the public sidewalks so long as pedestrian traffic or vehicle traffic is not impeded.  
Individuals are not allowed to ask for donations, but an open instrument case or some other container seems to work 
for free will donations.  Most musicians position themselves near the building. Should the store owner/manager ask you 
to leave you must respect that request.  If you have any further questions, don't hesitate to give me a call or email. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Bob Kittleson [bkittleson@nebhomesales.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Craig E. Aldridge
Subject: Commons area east side of 70th at Old Cheney

City Council, 
 
The following is an excerpt from the invitation to view a photo album that you should have received.  
 
We would like to maintain our trees, as much as possible and want the elevation of the top of the fence to remain the 
same or possibly elevated further.  
A retaining wall would limit the damage to our trees and preserve our beautiful view. 
I am a Real Estate Agent with Nebraska Home Sales and had a conversation with a possible buyer of a home that would 
be affected. They questioned me over and over again about the project and said how terrible it would be to have those 
trees destroyed. This project will, and because of the uncertainty of what will happen, has already affected our resale 
values.  
 
I will forward an opinion from a licensed appraiser on the impact on our property values. 
 
I think I have some possible cost saving ideas on the construction of a retaining wall that would greatly reduce the 
affected area and be acceptable to our property owners.  
 
Mr. Camp did an onsite visit with us last fall and I think seeing this area firsthand was very beneficial. 
 
This is also being sent to Craig Aldridge.  
 
 
Bob Kittelson 
Nebraska Home Sales 
440‐8344 (C) 327‐0116 (H) 
 









DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

   MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2012

 I. CITY CLERK

 II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS

MAYOR
1. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for March 17th through March 23, 2012.

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Investment report for the year ending August 31, 2011. 

LINCOLN LIBRARIES
1. Library Board meeting agenda for Tuesday, March 20, 2012. 
2. Library Director’s report for February, 2012.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Notice of Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee meeting on

Thursday, March 22, 2012. 
2. The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission meeting for March 22, 2012 has been cancelled. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. Neighborhood Meeting, Wednesday, March 28, 2012, 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Gere Library,

56th and Normal regarding the South 56th Street Rehabilitation Project, from A Street to Randolph.  

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS

F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\Addendums 2012\March 2012\Addendum 03.19.12.wpd             



Date: March 16, 2012
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of March 17 through 23, 2012

Schedule subject to change

Tuesday, March 20
• KLIN - 8:10 a.m.

Wednesday, March 21
• Lincoln Policy Network meeting, remarks - 5:30 p.m., Realtors Association,

8231 Beechwood Dr.

















MEETING NOTICE 
 
DATE:  March 15, 2012 
TO:  Library Board, Mayor, City Clerk, City Attorney, Media 
FROM:  Pat Leach, Library Director 
SUBJECT: Library Board Meeting 
DATE AND PLACE OF MEETING: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 
     Board Room, Bennett Martin Public Library 
     14th & N Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
STARTING TIME OF MEETING:   8:00 a.m. 
CHAIRMAN OF MEETING:  Maja Harris, President 
PURPOSE OF MEETING:  Monthly Board Meeting 
______________________________________________________________________ 

REVISED AGENDA 
 1.  Approval of Agenda* 
 2.  Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 3.  Approval of February 21 2012, Meeting Minutes* 
 4.  Standing Committee Reports 
      A.  Committee on Administration 
 i.  Adoption of Revised Circulation Policy* 
 ii  CLOSED SESSION -  Library Director’s Annual Evaluation          

       B.  Committee on Buildings & Grounds  
       C.  Committee on Finance 
   i.   Approval of Monthly Recap of Expenditures for February 2012* 
5.  Special Committee Reports 
      A.  Downtown Library Development 
      B.  Foundation Liaison & Executive Director Reports 
      C.  Technology 
      D.  Trustee Development 
6.  President's Report 
7.  New Business  
      A.  Annual Volunteer Report and Adoption of Volunteer Resolutions* 
      B,  Approval of Continuing Education Grant Proposal* 
8.   Director’s Report 
9.   Public Comment - Anyone wishing to address the board on a matter not on this agenda,  
      may do so at this time. 
 
*Action Item 

 
Open Meetings Law of the State of Nebraska available in Board Room. 
 
Proposed agenda kept continually current and available for inspection at the Administrative Office of the Bennett Martin 
Public Library, but the Board shall have the right to modify the agenda at said public meeting when convened.  Requests 
for sign language interpreters will require a minimum of 48 hours advance notice to Library Director - 441-8510. 
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Jean Preister

From: Michele M. Abendroth
Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Barb Fraser; Brad Zumwalt; Daniel Nguyen; David Landis; David R. Cary; Don R. Thomas; 

Douglas A. Pillard; John Wood; Justin Luther; Kaine McClelland; Larry D. Worth; Lynn 
Johnson; Marvin S. Krout; Michael D. Brienzo; Mike Owen; Miki Esposito; Nicole Fleck-
Tooze; Randy W. Hoskins; Rick L. Thorson; Roger A. Figard; Tom Goodbarn

Cc: Adam Herink; Adam McKee; Alex Shapiro; Allan Eurek; Amanda Bauman; Andy Amparan; 
Anthony Dirks; Barbara van den Berg; Bernie Heier; Brad Zumwalt; Branden Collingsworth; 
Brian D. Praeuner; Camilla Rice; Chad E. Blahak; Charla Rasmussen; Coby Mach; Dan 
Waddle; Dana Rodriguez; Danny Briggs; Dave Micek; Derek W. Contreras; 
'dougr@citywaverly.com'; Ed Ubben; Frank Doland; ggustafson3238@yahoo.com; Glenn 
Johnson; Gus Ponstingl; Ian Singh; 'ishmaellincoln@hotmail.com'; Jason Stege; Jean Burke; 
Jean Lewis; Jerry Wray; Jesse Poore; Jill Becker; Jim McGee; Jim Wilkinson; Jon Large; Jon 
Yoachim; Jordan Pascale; Joseph Werning; Joyce Ebmeier; 'jpatten@lincnet.com'; Kelly 
Oelke; Ken D. Smith; Kendall Tonjes; Kerry P. Eagan; Khalil Jaber; Lindsay Burford; Lori 
Houle; Lynn Moorer; Lynnette Nelson; Marc E. Rosso (Marc.Rosso@tetratech.com); Mark 
Bechtel; Mark Bernasek; Mark Schenkelberg; Mayor; Megan Patent-Nygren; Mike Carlin; 
Minette M. Genuchi; Monty Fredrickson; 'mroseberrybrown@yahoo.com'; Nancy Hicks; 
Nathan Morris; Nicholas Bergin; Paul Penner; Paula Dicero; Raitis Tigeris; Randy ElDorado; 
Randy Peters; Rick D. Hoppe; Rick Haden; Ron Kratzer; Ron Wick; Ryan Knollenberg; Scott 
E. Holmes; Scott Hatfield; Scott J. Tharnish; Scott Sandquist; Steve Wallingford; Susan K. 
Filipi; Terry L. Genrich; Terry Uland; Thomas S. Shafer; 'voicenews@inebraska.com'; Wendy 
Heck; Chris Hove; Dick Esseks; Greg Butcher; Jean Preister; Jeanelle Lust; Ken Weber; 
leirion@aya.yale.edu; Lynn@DuTeau.com; michael@ninthorder.com; wfrancis@neb.rr.com; 
Adam A. Hornung; Commish; Deb E. Schorr; Eugene W. Carroll; Monty Fredrickson; Randy 
Peters

Subject: Lincoln MPO Technical Committee Agenda

A Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, March 22, 
2012 at 1:30 p.m. in the County/City Building, Room #113.  The agenda and reports are available on our web page at 
lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/mpo/tech/agendas/index.htm.  
 

If you have any questions regarding this agenda, please feel free to contact Mike Brienzo with the Planning Department 
at 441‐7491. 
 
Michele Abendroth 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402‐441‐6164 
 



1

Jean Preister

From: Michele M. Abendroth
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Adam Rupe; Allan Eurek; Amanda Bauman; Branden Collingsworth; Camilla Rice; Charla 

Rasmussen; Derek W. Contreras; Ed Zimmer; Gordon Scholz; Gregory Gustafson; Holly 
Johnson; Ian Singh; Jason Stege; Jean Preister; Jerry J. Shorney; John Badami; Jon 
Yoachim; Joyce Ebmeier; Ken Fougeron; Kevin Andersen; Lindsay Burford; Lori Houle; Lynn 
Johnson; Lynnette Nelson; Marvin S. Krout; Matt Hansen; Megan Patent-Nygren; Nathan 
Morris; Nicholas Bergin; Nicole Fleck-Tooze; robert.ripley@nebraska.gov; Ryan Knollenberg; 
Scott Hatfield; Stuart Long; tlorenz@pershingcenter.com; tstickney@pershingcenter.com; 
Cecil Steward; Christie Dionisopoulos; Jeff Searcy; John Kay; Jon Weinberg; Karen Nalow; 
Tom Laging

Subject: Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission

The March 22, 2012 Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission meeting has been cancelled due to a lack of agenda items. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Planning Department at 441‐7491. 

 
Michele Abendroth 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402‐441‐6164 
 



March 16, 2012

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

South 56  Street, “A” Street to Randolph Street Rehabilitation Projectth

Project No. 701771

 

When: Wednesday, March 28, 2012
  5:00 PM to 6:30 PM

 

Where: Gere Library
             56  and Normalth

The City of Lincoln is holding a neighborhood meeting regarding the South 56  Street Rehabilitation Project,th

from “A” Street to Randolph.  Specifically, this meeting is to discuss with property owners alternatives for the
area between the curb and property line including location of sidewalk from Sunrise to Randolph.  A request
has been received to eliminate walk along the east side of 56  Street and construct walk along the west sideth

of 56  Street along this section.th

The 56  Street project from “A” to Randolph includes street rehabilitation (concrete base repair, asphalt millth

and overlay, and curb replacement), new pavement markings, some traffic signal/electrical work, and sidewalk
and ramp reconstruction.  No major intersection work is planned at “A” Street or at Randolph.  South 56t

h

Street is currently 23-feet wide from “A” Street to Randolph.  This project will include the addition of a
common center turn lane by widening of the street, like what was recently completed along 56  Street fromth

South to “A” Street.

This will be a formal meeting with Public Works and Utilities staff presenting the different options and
addressing questions and concerns with the group.  The hope is to leave the meeting with a group consensus
on the best strategy for the neighborhood and the community.  

If you are unable to attend, you can contact the project engineer at the number listed below with
questions/concerns.   

Project Engineer:  Holly Lionberger
Phone:  402-326-0593
Email:  hlionberger@lincoln.ne.gov

701771 Adv HL 3 tdq.wpd



MINUTES
           DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

         MARCH 19, 2012, 555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113

Present: Gene Carroll, Chair; Adam Hornung, Vice Chair; Jon Camp; Jonathan Cook (2:02 p.m.); Doug
Emery; Carl Eskridge; and DiAnna Schimek

Others: Joan Ross, City Clerk; and Trish Owen, Deputy Chief of Staff
   
Chair Carroll opened the meeting at 2:00 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act.

I. CITY CLERK
Ross stated on page 2 the Liquor License Resolutions are one applicant, who is purchasing the Venue and
Venue Banquet, and will be called together. Items #11, 12, and 13 will be called together. Carroll stated since
there are three items they asked for extra time, with Ross agreeing. Clerk Ross then stated on page 3, under
Ordinances, 3rd Reading, #17 and #18 have Motions to Amend. On page 4 the new agenda lineup/setup
begins for ordinances, first readings, resolutions first reading, then pending.   

        
II. MAYOR  

1. NEWS RELEASE. Sunshine Week promotes open government. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. City Independence Day celebration to be held July 3. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents February Award of Excellence to Public Works and Utilities

Department Equipment Operators, Douglas Miller, Gale Ogg, and Lance Sittner.  
4. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to open house on Old Cheney road improvements. 
5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will announce an expansion of the City voluntary donation

programs, Thursday, March 15th, 10:00 a.m., at the Gere Branch Library, 2400 S. 56th Street. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces new 2 for Trees Program and expansion of Lincoln Cares. 
7. NEWS RELEASE. Workshop to focus on update of Downtown Master Plan, Tuesday, March 20th. 
No comments

III. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Health Department Report, February, 2012.
2. Board of Health meeting minutes of February 14, 2012.
No comments

LINCOLN LIBRARIES
1. Letter from Pat Leach, Library Director, in response to email Council received on March 13, 2012

regarding Lincoln City Libraries’ Internet Policy. 
No comments

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
1. Saline Wetlands Conservation Partnership, 2011 Progress Report.   
No comments

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. First Annual Report of the Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission now on the Planning

Department website at http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/pc/index.htm. No comments   



-2-

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS
No comments

V. MISCELLANEOUS - None  

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Nicole Prososki regarding proposed liquor seller’s permit ordinance. 

a) Reply from City Clerk Joan Ross addressing the question of a proposed ordinance. 
b) Response from Attorney Tonya Peters explaining group task force challenges.   

2. Question from Alex Michalak, Omega Alpha Chi Fraternity, inquiring about regulations on a
possible philanthropy idea of music on the streets with donations to Relay For Life. 
a) Reply from City Clerk Joan Ross giving complete instructions, city regulations,  if the fraternity

progresses with their possible philanthropy idea.   
3. Message from Bob Kittelson on the commons area on the east side of 70th Street at Old Cheney. 

a) Pictures from Bob Kittelson of the views they want to preserve and area in question. 
4. Letter from Angela Tucci, Lincoln Haymarket Development Corporation President, writing in

support of the West Haymarket redevelopment project, listing reasons to encourage and support.  
No comments
  

VII. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Carroll adjourned the meeting at 2:03 p.m. 
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