
                                                
              DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

            MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2012
555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113

2:00 P.M.
              

                              
 

I. CITY CLERK
    

II. MAYOR  

MAYOR’S PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1. Letter from Barb Fraser, Mayor’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee Chair, in support of

keeping the pedestrian easement sidewalk connecting S.76th Street sidewalk to the nearby trail in
the Hamann Meadows Development.  

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Investment Activity Report for the Third Quarter, Fiscal Year, 2011-2012.
2. Monthly City Cash Report at the close of business on August 31, 2012.   

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JONATHAN COOK 
1. Theresa Thomssen’s request to remedy an unsafe situation with the lack of sidewalk along West A

Street starting at Coddington. 

V. MISCELLANEOUS

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
     

VII.     ADJOURNMENT  
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: West A area sidewalks - lack of

From: Theresa Thomssen <theresathomssen@gmail.com> 
Subject: West A area sidewalks - lack of 
Date: September 23, 2012 11:10:24 AM CDT 
To: <jcook@lincoln.ne.gov> 
 
Mr. Cook, 
I have been a resident of the West A neighborhood for over nine years.  I currently own five properties in this 
area of town. 
  
Since the day we moved to this area in 2003, I have had a great concern with the lack of sidewalk along West A 
starting at Coddington.  Two of the newer housing developments in this area do not connect forcing cars, 
pedestrians and cyclists to go onto West A Street between SW 30th and SW 31st Streets.  For pedestrians and 
cyclists, this creates an increadibly unsafe situation.  This area of town is full of young families with children of 
all ages.  I see people of all ages riding their bikes and walking their children ON West A Street.  
  
This area of West A Street is a 45 MPH zone with no shoulder an no center passing lane.  The cars are 
obviously aggitated when they approach bicycles and some don't even move over to pass.  Not to mention, this 
road is in terrible repair. 
  
The housing developments West of Coddington are not that old.  I cannot believe the city allowed this area to 
be developed without connecting all of the developments, creating this unsafe situation. 
  
I would like to know if the city has any plan to remidy this unsafe situation.  I am also very curious as to how 
and why the City approved the plat of residential areas without connections.  It absolutely make no sense. 
  
If all of the housing developments linked, there would be no need for anyone to be on West A Street. 
  
Thank you for your consideration, 
Theresa Thomssen 
  
  
 



DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

   MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2012

 I. CITY CLERK

 II. MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. StarTran offers reduced rates for 31-consecutive day passes.

WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Friday, October 5, 2012, at 555 S. 10th

Street, 3:00 p.m., in City Council Chambers. Agenda and documents post on line at
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpa-mtgs.htm

III. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Health Department recommends flu shots. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Household hazardous waste collection set for October 13, 2012. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Amendment No. 12044 to Special Permit No. 05008, approved by the Planning

Director on September 21, 2012. 

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Marilynee Bergman email regarding taxing citizens and LES rates. 
2. Mary Reeves Interlinc correspondence. Sidewalk repair and upkeep needed. Possibly the City

should change its rules and require sidewalks in all areas and upkeep on present sidewalks.  
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES

StarTran, 710 “J” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7185

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 28, 2012 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Kitty Elliott, StarTran, 402-441-8469

STARTRAN OFFERS REDUCED RATES

FOR 31-CONSECUTIVE DAY PASSES

The reduced rate for StarTran’s 31-consecutive day passes goes into effect Monday, October 1. 
The price for regular 31-consecutive day passes will drop from $45 to $17, and the price for 31-
consecutive day Handi-Van passes will drop from $90 to $34.  Prices for the low-income 31
consecutive day passes remain the same.

The 31-consecutive day passes can be purchased at the StarTran office, 710 “J” St., during
regular business hours, 8 a.m to 4 p.m. weekdays.  StarTran accepts only cash or checks.  The
passes also can be purchased by sending a check payable to StarTran, to 710 “J” St., Lincoln, NE
68508.   

The lower fares for the 31-consecutive day passes were included in the City budget in an effort to
increase ridership and offer savings to residents who choose public transit.  Another effort to
increase StarTran ridership by six percent this fiscal year is student service through a new
contract with UNL.  As part of the contract, StarTran will increase service on the #24 Holdrege
route from four to eight buses starting in January 2013.    

More information on StarTran, including Bike and Bus and the Big Red Express, is available by
calling 402-476-1234 or visiting startran.lincoln.ne.gov.
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: West Haymarket JPA Meeting October 5, 2012

 
 
The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Friday, October 5, 2012 at 3:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers 
Room 112. 
 
The agenda and documents are now posted at http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpa-mtgs.htm 
 
 
Pam Gadeken 
ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE II 
CITY PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES | 555 SO. 10TH, SUITE 203 | LINCOLN, NE 68508 
P 402-441-7558| F 402-441-8609 | pgadeken@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
 



LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
3140 “N” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 28, 2012               
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Judith Halstead, MS, Health Director, 402-441-8001
                                 Tim Timmons, RN, Communicable Disease Program Supervisor, 402-441-8056 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS FLU SHOTS

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) recommends everyone who is at least 6
months of age receive a flu vaccine every year.  The vaccine is especially important for those at high risk
of developing serious complications like pneumonia if they get the flu.  Those include pregnant women,
those age 65 and older, and those with certain medical conditions including asthma, diabetes and
chronic lung disease.

People who live with or care for others who at high risk of developing complications also should be
vaccinated every year.  This includes household contacts and caregivers of people with medical
conditions including asthma, diabetes and chronic lung disease.

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat and
lungs. It can cause mild to severe illness, and can lead to death.  Getting vaccinated each year provides
the best protection against influenza. An annual flu vaccine is needed because flu viruses change
constantly, and new flu viruses may appear each year.  The flu vaccine is formulated each year to keep
up with the flu viruses as they change. It takes about two weeks after vaccination for antibodies to
develop in the body and provide protection. 

The flu season typically runs from October through April, but it varies and can run into May. Flu activity
commonly peaks in the U.S. in January or February. 

LLCHD will provide flu vaccine to low-income, uninsured adults and certain uninsured children beginning
October 1.  To be eligible for a flu vaccine at LLCHD, children must be between the ages of 6 months
through 18 years and meet one or more of these criteria:

• Have Medicaid coverage
• Have no health insurance or be under insured
• Be American Indian and/or Alaskan Native.

LLCHD requires appointments for flu vaccinations. For more information, call 402-441-8065 or visit
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: health).



LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
3140 “N” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 6, 2012               
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Dan King, Environmental Health Specialist, 402-441-8084
                                                                  Laurel Erickson, Environmental Educator, 402-441-8035

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION SET FOR OCT. 13th

Lincoln and Lancaster County residents are encouraged to bring their household hazardous waste to a
collection event from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, October 13 at the south end of Woods Park, 31st and “J”
streets.

The final collection event of the year will be by appointment only on Friday, November 16, so the public
is encouraged to safely dispose of these unwanted items now:

• excess or unwanted pesticides or lawn chemicals
• CFL (compact fluorescent light) bulbs and tubes
• paint thinners, stains, polishes and waxes
• turpentine and oil-based paint
• pool cleaning chemicals and charcoal starter fluids
• flea and tick powders or rodent poison
• mixed or old gasoline
• items containing mercury, including thermometers
• upholstery cleaner and grease removers
• brake and power steering fluids.

Residents are reminded to take the steps necessary to safely transport products to the collection
event. Products should be in their original containers, protected from potential spills during transport, and
placed away from the passenger area of the vehicle.  Those attending are urged to ask elderly neighbors or
relatives if they have materials needing proper disposal. 

Items that can be recycled or safely disposed of will NOT be accepted. This includes latex paint, motor
oil, gas grill cylinders, pharmaceutical waste, electronics and batteries.

This event is for households only. Business waste will not be accepted. Small businesses, including
churches and non-profits, should contact the Health Department at 402-441-8021 for information on
hazardous waste disposal options. 

Residents may contact the Health Department now to set an appointment for the Nov. 16 appointment-
only event. More information can also be found at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycling). 
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City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g September 28, 2012

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Jean Preister, Planning Dept. 

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Planning Director from September 18,
2012 thru September 25, 2012:

Administrative Amendment No. 12044 to Special Permit No. 05008, West Van Dorn
Heights, approved by the Planning Director on September 21, 2012, requested by ESP,
Inc., to combine Lot 1, Block 5 and Outlot A into a single buildable lot with building
envelopes identified for one future dwelling unit and for recreational buildings and a note
that the remainder of the lot is to have continued agricultural uses and to be reserved for
future residential development, on property generally located at SW. 70th St. and W. Van
Dorn St. 

Q:\shared\wp\teresa\AA weekly approvals.wpd
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Fred and Marilynne Bergman [maribergman@windstream.net]
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 12:09 PM
To: Mary M. Meyer

Please share this opinion with all the Council members. 
Citizens are being feed and occupationed to death.  I am sick of it. 
I am angry that LES continues to increase rates.  In addition to the latest rate increase, we are now paying the city 
dividend which in my opinion is just another name for a tax. 
other taxes on my bill are: 
facility charge 
and sales tax.  My bill this month is $120 +.  I really cannot affort any more of your 'CHEAP' rates. 
We are on Social Security with a small part-time job by my husband, and cannot afford the constant fees, rate increases 
and dividends that LES and the City are constantly piling on. 
PLEASE STOP!!! 
Marilynne Bergman 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Mary Reeves 
Address:  3236 Dudley St 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68503 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    maryreeves17@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I walk the sidewalks of Lincoln frequently and often am inconvenienced with trees, bushes and 
weeds covering the walks.  I am fairly tall for a woman, and also get my hat brushed off or 
must bend to avoid low hanging trees.  I believe that the city should change its rules and 
again require sidewalks in all areas and maybe more important there needs to be upkeep on the 
sidewalks.  Today walking home from school I walked over sidewalks that were lifted or 
depressed because of tree roots and there are lots of weeds growing in the sidewalks causing 
more and more cracks and eventual deteriorating of the sidewalks. Maybe a bond for sidewalk 
upkeep and repair is needed. 
 



                                    MINUTES                            
              DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

            MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2012

Present: Adam Hornung, Chair; Carl Eskridge, Vice Chair; Jon Camp; Jonathan Cook; Doug Emery; and
DiAnna Schimek

Absent: Gene Carroll

Others: Teresa Meier, Deputy City Clerk; Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff; Rod Confer, City Attorney; and
Judy Halstead, Health Director 

Chair Hornung opened the meeting at 2:06 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act.     
                       
I. CITY CLERK

Meier outlined the formal agenda, announcing which items could be called together. Items 12 through 16.
Hoppe suggested before proceeding Health Director Halstead would speak on certain items. Halstead
thought Item 15 should be separate. The way these were ordered we could have included Item 16 with 12,
13, and 14. But Item 15 is a clarification on not charging occupational tax on recyclables. Chair Horning
suggested doing all Items separately. Meier agreed. 

Meier stated Items 21 through 23 will be called together as well as Items 28 and 29 together.    
    

II. MAYOR  

MAYOR’S PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1. Letter from Barb Fraser, Mayor’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee Chair, in support of

keeping the pedestrian easement sidewalk connecting S.76th Street sidewalk to the nearby trail in the
Hamann Meadows Development.  

No comment

III. DIRECTORS

CODES REVIEW/CLEANUP — Rod Confer, City Attorney
Confer stated there are ordinances which do not apply as the laws are out of date. Departments may have
seen code areas written regarding a procedure, but not being followed. In order to solve this problem the
administration will sign an Administration Regulation, where each year we’ll present a Consent Ordinance
to pass non-controversial code changes. The changes are collected throughout the year by departments,
the City Council, and forwarded to the Law Department for correction. Also, a Technical Amendment
where Law will make technical changes. No changes to the code but to clean errors, or change items which
are no longer correct. 

Confer added Council can come forward with changes and make recommendations to Law. Other
recommendations will be reviewed and determined if necessary to change. If Council makes an objection
to including within the Consent Ordinance for Technical, we would remove. 

Cook stated now Law brings forward a package every six months, essentially ratifying ordinance changes
we’ve made. Seen as an opportunity for Law to correct, and Council doesn’t worry but passes without any
essential problem. Confer stated this is a little different. Yours is an approval of the codification of
ordinances Council passed during the past year. More a formality, and doesn’t make any substantive, or
non-substantive, changes in the code, but puts into code form. 



-2-

Cook asked if typographical changes are fixed. Confer commented Law does automatically. Cook then
asked, why does Law need this new process? Also, what is meant by Consent? Confer replied Consent
would be everyone agreeing the change needs to be made, but it’s non-controversial. Cook asked if this
would go through a public hearing, with Confer answering yes. Hornung added it would be one large
document. Cook commented all changes will need to be advertised, and read. Really no change to
Council’s procedure. Confer stated it’s a way to be sure needed changes are made. 

Hoppe stated it doesn’t bog down the process, and modeled with our Mayor’s experience with the
Legislature. Schimek thought of reviser bills. How many changes are being discussed? Once a year may
be huge, possibly think of doing quarterly? Confer replied, now not being done, so think once a year will
be sufficient. Do not know how many. Cook added, sounds like possible suggestions on what should be
cleaned up in the ordinance. Not really a change to what we do. Confer thinks every department maybe
aware of minor changes needed to a code, which no one else would be aware of. 

Schimek stated she would worry about putting so much on the table at once, that no one really has a
chance to look at it. Encourage Law to keep up to date and if it looks as if it may be a huge ordinance,
possibly bring before the year’s end. Confer would agree. Schimek added after the first year the number
will diminish.                     

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Investment Activity Report for the Third Quarter, Fiscal Year, 2011-2012.
2. Monthly City Cash Report at the close of business on August 31, 2012.   
No comment

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JONATHAN COOK 
1. Theresa Thomssen’s request to remedy an unsafe situation with the lack of sidewalk along West A

Street starting at Coddington. 
No comment (Also handed out at pre-council)

V. MISCELLANEOUS
None

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
No comment
     

VII.     ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Hornung adjourned the meeting at 2:19 p.m. 
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