City Council Introduction: Monday, January 28, 2013

Public Hearing: Monday, February 4, 2013, at 3:00 p.m. Bill No. 13-6
FACTSHEET

TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 12036, from R-2 SPONSOR: Planning Department

Residential District to R-2 Residential District with a

Landmark Overlay, requested by Kevin Rhinehart, on BOARD/COMMITTEE: Planning Commission

property located at 1717 D Street. Public Hearing: 12/12/13 and 01/09/13

Administrative Action: 01/09/13

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (8-0: Sunderman,
Lust, Weber, Hove, Corr, Gaylor Baird, Scheer and
Francis voting ‘yes’; Cornelius absent).

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1.

This is a request to designate the Myron Wheeler House located at 1717 D Street as a Landmark. This
request for landmark designation was heard before the Planning Commission in association with Special
Permit No. 12037 to allow use of the proposed landmark as three residential dwelling units.

The staff recommendation of approval of the landmark designation is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth
on p.3-4, concluding that the landmark designation protects a unique neighborhood structure with historic
significance, and provides the opportunity to request the special permit which encourages rehabilitation and
reuse of the proposed landmark. This request complies with the Zoning Ordinance and is consistent with
the Comprehensive Plan. The staff presentation is found on p.5, including testimony in support on behalf of
the Near South Neighborhood Association. The applicant has entered into separate protective covenants
with the Near South Neighborhood Association for the special permit.

This Landmark designation and the associated special permit were reviewed by the Historic Preservation
Commission with a recommendation of approval (See Minutes, p.15-16).

The associated Preservation Guidelines are attached as Exhibit “A” to the ordinance for this change of zone
request.

The applicant’s testimony is found on p.6.
There was no testimony in opposition.

On January 9, 2013, the Planning Commission voted 8-0 to recommend approval of the landmark
designation.

On January 9, 2013, the Planning Commission also voted 8-0 to adopt Resolution No. PC-01316 approving
the associated Special Permit No. 12037, with conditions, for use of the landmark as three residential
dwelling units, notification of which was previously provided to the City Council. The site plan is attached for
information purposes only (p.14). As of the date of the writing of this Factsheet, the special permit has not
been appealed to the City Council.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY: Jean L. Preister DATE: January 22, 2013

REVIEWED BY: Marvin Krout, Director of Planning DATE: January 22, 2013

REFERENCE NUMBER: FS\CC\2013\CZ12036 HP




LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

deferred from December 12, 2012

to January 9, 2013 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:

PROPOSAL:

LOCATION:
LAND AREA:

EXISTING ZONING:

Change of Zone #12036--Landmark Designation of the Myron Wheeler
House

Designation of the property at 1717 D Street as a Landmark (from R-2
Residential to R-2 Residential with Landmark Overlay).

1717 D Street
Approximately 7100 sq. ft., more or less.

R-2 Residential

WAIVER/MODIFICATION REQUEST:

CONCLUSION:

See SP #12037

The landmark designation protects a unique neighborhood structure
with historic significance, and provides the opportunity to request the
special permit which encourages rehabilitation and reuse of the
proposed landmark. This request complies with the Zoning Ordinance
and is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION FOR CHANGE OF Approval of Landmark designation

ZONE 12036HP:

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

EXISTING LAND USE:

Lot 4, Block 8, Capitol Addition, in the SW 1/4 of Sec. 25-10-06, Lincoln,
Lancaster County, Nebraska.

Partially renovated residence (two occupied apartments)

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:

North: Residential (single & multi-family) R-2
South: Residential (single & multi-family) R-2
East: Residential (single family) R-2
West: Residential (multi-family) R-2




HISTORY:

1891 Built as single family residence.

1940 Converted to multi-family dwelling.

1979 Property zoned as R-7 Residential, allowing multi-family use by right on lot of this size
1989 Reclassified by owner as single family residence.

2005 Area rezoned R-2 Residential, allowing single family use based on lot size

2011 Property purchased out of foreclosure by present owner (applicant)

UTILITIES: The site is served by all public utilities.

PUBLIC SERVICE: The property is in the Lincoln Public School District (Lancaster District 001) and
has all City of Lincoln services.

ALTERATIVE USES: Landmark designation does not by itself change the permitted uses in the R-2
Residential District. Permitted uses in R-2 district include use as single-family residence.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:
Pg 1.9 - The Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan designates this area as residential.

Pg 4.6, 4.9- “Placemaking” chapter encourages identification and protection of broad range of historic resources, and
incentives for maintenance and continued use.

ASSOCIATED APPLICATION: Special Permit #12037.

ANALYSIS:

Lincoln Municipal Code, section 27.57.120 provides for designation of landmarks that are
“Associated with events, person, or persons who have made a significant contribution to the history,
heritage, or culture of the City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the
United States" or that “Represent a distinctive architectural style or innovation..."

1. The Myron Wheeler House is a large Queen Anne style house which retains the ornate
shinglework, complex massing and rooflines, and varied windows characteristic of the style,
communicating visually that this area of Lincoln began to develop at an early date and
adding to the variety and richness of the streetscape. In addition, Myron Wheeler, the original
owner, was a regarded as the “dean” of court reporters in early Lincoln, serving in that
professional role through the transition from handwritten transcription through typewriting to
use of dictaphones. See attached application for illustrations and further details on the

property.

2. The Historic Preservation Commission held a hearing on the application on November 15,
2012. The Preservation Commission voted to recommend approval of the landmark
application, recommending that designation as a landmark is warranted based on the
architectural significance of the house and on the association with Myron Wheeler, a

-3-



significant person.

3. The proposed preservation guidelines for the Wheeler House are attached as Exhibit A.

They are based on typical guidelines for Lincoln Landmarks.

Prepared by:

Ed Zimmer, 441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Historic Preservation Planner

November 30, 2012

APPLICANT: Kevin Rhinehart
1717 D Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
402-217-2718
k-rhinehart@hotmail.com

OWNER: same

CONTACT: same



CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 12036
and
SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 12037

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: December 12, 2012

Members present: Lust, Weber, Gaylor Baird, Butcher, Hove and Cornelius; Francis and
Sunderman absent.

The Clerk announced that the applicant has requested deferral of the public hearing until
Wednesday, January 9, 2013.

Lust moved deferral, seconded by Hove, with continued public hearing and action scheduled for
Wednesday, January 9, 2013, at 1:00 p.m. Motion carried 6-0: Lust, Weber, Gaylor Baird, Butcher,
Hove and Cornelius voting ‘yes’; Francis and Sunderman absent.

CONT'D PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: January 9, 2013

Members present: Sunderman, Lust, Weber, Hove, Corr, Gaylor Baird, Scheer and Francis;
Cornelius absent.

There were no ex parte communications disclosed.

Staff recommendation: Approval of the landmark designation and conditional approval of the special
permit, as revised.

Staff recommendation: Ed Zimmer of Planning staff addressed the landmark designation. The
property is a classic Queen Anne property and easily meets the characteristics of landmark
designation. Itis recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission and Planning staff for
both its architectural quality and that Myron Wheeler was regarded as the “dean” of American court
reporters, going from the long hand era to dictaphone.

Zimmer further explained that the landmark designation then provides the opportunity that the
applicant can ask for a special permit. The circumstance is that the owner acquired the property,
which he believed to be vested as a triplex; however, as he began going through the building permit
process and renovation of that triplex, it was discovered that it was not vested as a triplex. The
applicant has two units completed on the upper floor and is on hold with his unit on the ground floor
awaiting this determination.

Zimmer also advised that William Carver, President of the Near South Neighborhood Association,
who could not attend today’s hearing, asked Zimmer to communicate to the Commission that the
Near South Neighborhood Association has entered into a separate covenant agreement with this
applicant regarding ownership and occupancy of the building. Therefore, the Near South
Neighborhood Association is in support of these applications.



Proponents

1. Kevin Rhinehart, 1345 D Street, stated that he began this project a year and nine months ago
when he purchased the property. He has completed renovating the building and increased off-
street parking for the individual units that existed when he purchased the building. He has replaced
utility services, restored water and electricity to the building, and replaced the boiler system with
updated central air. It was not until 18 months into this project that he realized he did not have the
proper zoning for a triplex.

Rhinehart showed photographs of the building. He wants to be able to finish the project because
of the extravagant woodwork that is in the building. The design is still very prevalent — pocket
doors, woodwork, and fireplace. He has also introduced security lighting. He had hoped to be living
in this building by now, but when he found out he could not have three units, he met with William
Carver of the Near South Neighborhood Association and has entered into private covenants. He
sent out 65 letters to every owner within a 2-block radius of the building, receiving 26 positive
signatures and no responses in opposition. He is approximately ten months away from completion
and would like to own this property as a triplex and historic landmark.

Rhinehart confirmed that it will be owner-occupied.

Corr applauded Rhinehart’s efforts. We need more people that are willing to preserve instead of
tear down, and she is impressed how he worked with the neighborhood association and sent out
65 letters.

There was no testimony in opposition.

CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 12036
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: January 9, 2013

Lust moved approval, seconded by Weber and carried 8-0: Sunderman, Lust, Weber, Hove, Corr,
Gaylor Baird, Scheer and Francis voting ‘yes’; Cornelius absent. This is a recommendation to the

City Council.

SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 12037
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: January 9, 2013

Hove moved to approve the staff recommendation of conditional approval, as revised, seconded
by Lust.

Francis commented that it is great to see someone save an old house.

Gaylor Baird commented that it is nice to have the input from the Historic Preservation Commission
approving this as well.

Motion for conditional approval, as revised, carried 8-0: Sunderman, Lust, Weber, Hove, Corr,
Gaylor Baird, Scheer and Francis voting ‘yes’; Cornelius absent. This is final action, unless
appealed to the City Council within 14 days.
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Special Permit #12037 &
Change of Zone # 12036
S 17th & D St

Zoning:

R-1to R-8 Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District

Residential Transition District One Sq uare M | Ie

Local Business District

Planned Neighborhood Business District Sec. 25 T10N RO6E
Commercial District

Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District

Industrial Park District
Employment Center District

Public Use District . y City Limit Jurisdiction

m:\plan\arcview\Agendadrawings.mxd (SP12037 & CZ12036)

Area of Application

Zoning Jurisdiction Lines
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APPLICATION FOR LANDMARK OR LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATION
ADDENDUM TO PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

NAME
Historic Myron Wheeler House
NeHBS Site #L.C13:D07-360 (County Assessor’s PID 10-25-320-004-000

LOCATION Address 1717 D Street

CLASSIFICATION
Proposed Designation Category
X Landmark X building

Present Use
X multi-family residence

OWNER OF PROPERTY

Name Kevin Rhinehart

Address 1717 D Street, Lincoln, NE 68502
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Legal Description Lot 4, Block 8, Capitol Addition, Lincoln, Lancaster

County, NE
Number of Acres or Square Feet: (more or less) 7100 square feet

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
Title Nebraska Historic Building Survey
Date On-going State County x Local

Depository for survey records Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Dept.
City Lincoln State Nebraska

Is proposed Landmark or Landmark District listed in the National Register?
Yes, as a contributing property in the Mt. Emerald & Capitol Additions Historic
Residential District.

DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY

Condition
X good, undergoing rehab. X altered X original site
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DESCRIPTION:

The Wheeler House
is a large, 2% story,
frame residence which
displays strong Queen
Anne style
characteristics in the
complex massing of the
house and of the roofs,
the irregular fenestration,
and the decorative
shingles, brackets, and
other ornament.

The main, north
facade is dominated by
full length, Neo-
Classical porch that
wraps the west side. The
porch has a low hipped
roof and wide eaves.
Tuscan columns stand on quarry-faced concrete block
pedestals, with a simple square-section spindle railing at the
pedestal level. The wide front steps at the west edge of the
porch are concrete, with quarry-faced block cheek walls.
The position of the steps announces the front entrance,
which is set-back on the west side of the porch. The
original foundation of the main house is ashlar limestone,
which is replicated in scale and texture by the concrete
blocks of the porch.

As is characteristic of the style, the massing of the
house and the form of the roof are complex, projecting or :
receding repeatedly on each facade. The first story is clad in
clapboarding with a beaded lower edge, while the upper
walls have decorative shinglework, in a subtle combination
of fishscale, square, and chamfered butts.
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The forward-most element of the body of the
house is a two-story polygonal bay window, with three
windows on the first floor but only two side windows
on the second floor, prominently displaying decorative
shinglework and clapboarding on the windowless face %
on the upper story. The roof above the bay extends as
a decorated gable, with brackets above the projecting
corners of the roof above the bay window chamfers, a
modified Palladian window form in glazing and
woodwork on the attic gable end, and further
decorative woodwork in the gable peak.

The main body of the house is roofed with a
gable-on-hip form, met by cross-gables projecting
north over the bay window porch and east-west over a
main block. At the northwest intersection of the two
main tall blocks of the house, an inset porch is recessed
into the second story.

At the rear of the house, a exterior steel staircase
provides access to the second story. A new four-stall
garage faces the alley at the rear of the property, with a
wide driveway/parking apron at the alley’s edge.

The interior retains some original woodwork, especially in the entry hall. The lower portion
of the main stairs is intact, but no longer continues to the upper story.

HISTORY:

Myron Wheeler purchased this house lot in 1887 for $2200, but the parcel remained
unimproved at the time of the 1891 Sanborn insurance atlas. Wheeler and his wife Cora apparently
built the house soon after that atlas was issued, and through the 1890s the city directory listed
“WHEELER MYRON E.” at the address, identifying his occupation as “court and law
steno[grapher] and pres[ident] of State & Lincoln Stenographic Ass’ns.” Wheeler was the court
reporter at the notorious Sheely murder trial in 1891, at which he transcribed defendant
McFarland’s confession and read it back to the jury in a whispered tone, so as not to offend the
sensibilities of ladies in attendance.

During the Spanish-American War, Wheeler relocated to Washington D. C. to work in the
War Department. Soon after his return to Lincoln he and Cora sold the D Street house for $7500.
Upon his death in 1937, Wheeler’s obituaries called him the “dean of American court reporters,”
noting that he had served various courts for 52 years. His obituary mentioned that originally his
court reports were produced in longhand, and that Wheeler acquired one of the first typewriters in
Nebraska, for instance preparing 7,000 typescript pages for a state impeachment trial in 1897.
Before the end of his practice in the 1930s, he was using a dictaphone in his work.

The porch of the Wheeler House was altered between the time of the 1903 Sanborn and the
1928 edition. The original porch extended only from the west edge of the bay window, around the
SW comer to the entrance. Neo-Classical replacements to original Queen Anne porches were very
common in the early 20" Century. In this instance, the modification probably was done around
1910.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance
1891-1903 law, architecture
Specific dates: 1891, 1891-1903
Builder/Architect: Unknown
Statement of Significance:
The Wheeler House is a fine example of a large, Queen Anne style house with the elaboration of
decoration afforded by frame construction. Myron Wheeler was recognized as an leader in the
unglamourous but highly responsible and necessary field of court reporting,

9. STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION

Associated with a persone made a significant contribution to the history of the City of
Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the United States;

Represents a distinctive architectural style significant in the development of the City of
Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the United States.

10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Sanborn Map Co., Atlas of the City of Lincoln, 1891, 1902, 1928

Lancaster County Deeds 37:161 (sale 1887); 37:450 (purchase by Wheeler, 1887); mortgage
29:632; misc. L:440 (lease by Wheeler 1899); 116:319 (sale by Wheelers, 1903).

Lincoln City Directories

U. S. Census:
1880 (Wheeler, age 16, in Nebr. City with family, father Daniel was an attorney)
1900 (Wheeler, age 36, in Washington DC)
1910 (Wheelers, Myron age 46, stenographer; Cora age 45, in Lincoln)

Obituraries, 1937, Lincoln Journal and Lincoln Star

g

ok



i

V. Myrst Eilswertii  Wheeler; 76,
333%- ‘ulr'ood:hirﬂ Parkway, dean of
Amencan couit ‘teportars and LR

1w Nebrasiun, -died  Mon-1"
3 vening @t his home, ollow- .
ing.an.ilness of sis weeks, 5
! ’Funemt services swifl be beld at ) -

Myron E Wheeler Dean-- J,
.

Of U.S. Court Reporters,~
Dzes, Rites Wednesday

,'T\Iebraakcs meve Helpad(‘}:.

Orc}an ze Sigma Ch1
-']n First N, U. Bcrnd

Mz

3 oilock Wedhesdn uHecrioen st !
o wls ‘eh ¢.pf

bingr Iniermoent will;

\5 4 i
‘be it Nhyuk.-x cemetery, The body

1o Neurnsha and settled in Oma-

will’ lie in state #r en Pour be-.
fore the service,

. Mr. Wreeler, who had lived in|
Linchin  since 1835 ‘and had gerved:
btder Judges C. L. Hall, 5. 3. !
Taitle, A, J. Corpisn. snd Frod!
Shepherd, retired May 16, 1035, ]

because of pooy :—;eulm .

Mr. Wheeifr was born on Utc
site of the present Casz  county
fourt house ia Plattsmouth.  His|
father, Major D. B. Wheeler, way
une -of the fic st Indian ag(r-tq ini
the plaing countey.

-Mr, Wheeler al!cnded ihe ni-
VAFEEY ‘o Webtusks ana. with b
brothers, Frank [, apd Duan H.
Whersler and five gther students,
organised Sigme  Chi, the flrst
permenent fraleinily on  the,
CHIMPUS. The . eight  arganizers)
were nearly expelled from the !
university for this actioh, Mr.
Wheeler was the st remaining |
charler member of the fraiernity. |

. In Flest N. ), Band,

Mr. Wheeler waw also a mem=
her of the fivst university hand,
which .at that thre - commmed
eight pieces and the Wieeler
family, with ihree men on 1he
band, was weil represented.

He lef{ the university in 1883
and wenl to Iewa Cily, where he'
sturied shorthand and began Eourk.
repurling that summer. In Au-
gusi, 1883, Mr. Wheeler returned

Ny, where he Lecame woorelaiy Wt
J. A, Mofroe, essistant freight”
guditor for the Umnn Pacifi nnl-
road,

Mr. Wheeler returned in ronurt
rerorting in  September, 1343,
when Judge A, M. Pl asked
him to coeme to Columbls as re-
porter [or the diswict eourt But
ne remmained in Cotumbus only &

shor] time, relurning 1o Chrnweba, o
~degree Mason, A brether; Wi 1-

where be hroame gesociated wath
the first Reminglon-RHand type-
writer ageney. The UInion Pacific

------ ad tha divei Naminotan ftuas.

with Rowv. Carth o,

- MYRON WHEELER ;

lseriter in the '-zmte ard Mr. Wheel-
|er the second. :

He retprned ‘!o court reporting .
i Omaeha, ynder  Judge Eleazor
Wi kfly,'u ld soud out By inrerests
in' the {ypewriter agendy. In 1886,
hf nwved to Lincoln and : was
marrie to Cora Hunplitey. 'rhe:\;
btgan his long association with
the District court, setving vnder
valjouy judgrs [for 48 years in
meal"l

Played Viml Wlt Role
In 1898, at the outbraak of the

Spanish- ..&m erican war, Mr/
'Wheelzr went 10 Cuba as cnief

of the war department rcorre-
spondence division scerving under
General Tesker Bliss. He re-
turned to Lineceln ln 1900, selwv=
mg under. Judge A. J. Cornisk for|
17 years wnd Judge Fred Shep-
herd for J8 wyeurs.

Mr. Wheeler was & fountain of
“reminigtences abuut pioneer Ne-!
brasia . and courlruoom pmc«u’ures
in early snd presenl Nebrayka.

“-The -mosi- sehsational. case Mr.,
' Wheeler recalled. was  the John

Sheedy murcer trial in 1633, The
longest iranscript of court pro-

ceedings he ever prepared way i

the state impeschment case of
1887, when he covered 7000 type- |
rwirilten pages.

Mr. Wheeler was 2 member of

St. Matthew's Episcopal chureh
for many wenrg and was & 32nd

lam IHerberl - Wheeler, of Oawaha
iz his ouly sprviver.  Mrs. Wheels

#r narved oursv Gy wosre son

- s oa oo

14 O

o et



dl‘,. wew TP SWR e WS MW wEr YEway asmE wws

52 Years of Coust Repbrtmg-

Myron E. Wheeler, 3352 Wood-
shire Parkway, dean of American |
court ‘reporters, has tendered his

porter here to Judge Fred Shep-
herd. Due to 411 health he- will
leave his post on May 10. For
jover half ‘a century—352 years to
be: exacl—-—Mr Wheeler has fol-
lowed -the, proiessmn of court re-
porting which he began as a young-
sman of 18 years. :

‘Mr. Wheeler has seen service
in’ Lancaster -county courts since

Awith Judge A M Post at Colam-
'bu‘s e 18930
the was Wwith Judge Eleazer Wake-
'1e} at ‘Omaha and just prevjous
i fo- cmmmg to-Lancaster county he
reported proeeedmgs in the court
.of Judge Samuel M. Clmpman at
: Plattemouth.
é " "Mr. Wheeler was appointed re-
porter for- Judge Charles L. Hail
*when he ecame to Lancaster
‘county. Then he worked with
Judge Samuel J. Tuttle, pioneer;
Lincoln attorr;e;-. who . was “8pr-
pointed to fill a vacamcy on: the |-
District bench. Then .until +1916
he wag with Judge. Albert J.
Cornish and since that time he
h#is recorded proceedings in, the
court of Judge Fred Shepherd. =
Sensational Murder Case
'* In Mr: Wheeler's opinion “the
i most sensational case he ever re-
i ported was the John Sheedy ¢
!murder 1rial forty ycars ago. The
! longest. {ranscript he ever pre-
pared@ was the one ccvermg the
istate impeachment case in 1887.
It covered 7.000 typewritten pages.
!In’ the early. days Mr. Wheeler's;,
‘tramcnpts were prep; ared  in

'4 long=-hand. With the adveni ! ment's general order _Ppermitting |
o

Tihe Typewriter
I4.*3wmzr of one -of the fu-qt of suc}:

' machines in Nebraska ~In recen

i for transcribing  his.- ‘qhmthand
notm He has always usod he |

:'-;'_.._-..,_;u.u.:_'m--- o i Sy i l

11. FORM PREPARED BY:
Name/Title:

resignation’ as District court re-|

1888 - Hig -first appointment was|.

A “short time-later |

|\FARLEY RESCINDS

_posters  and . other advertising,
. years he. has usetd 4 - dmdphon GRS

' - MYRON E. WHEELER.

Pittman method which he learned
nn the qxde while attendmg the

announced but’ lt is understood
‘that  Judge Shepherd has already:
made “ > his mind as to Mr.
Whee' ucces%or. w e :

HAND BILL ORDER

WASHNIGTON, April 16—(AP)
—THhe postoffice department’s ex-
periment as.a “hand-bill distri-

butor” Monday was déclared a |

failure. by Postmaster General
James A. Farley.

- He signed an order rescmdmg,
effectlve July 1, 1935, the depart-

“advertisers to use a
simplified address system = for

hder it the _matter could be sent
'not 0" any partisalar person by
name but merely. addressed -fo

“houscholder” -or “patron %

P -

Ed Zimmer, Lincoln Lancaster County Planning Dept.

November 9, 2012
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Excerpt from MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

DATE, TIME AND Thursday, November 15, 2012, 1:30 p.m., Conference

PLACE OF MEETING: Room 210, 2" Fioor, County-City Building, 555 S.
10" Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS IN Cathy Beecham, Jim Johnson, Berwyn Jones, Liz

ATTENDANCE: Kuhiman, Jim McKee and Greg Munn; (Tim Francis

absent). Ed Zimmer, Stephanie Rouse, Audrey Mohr
and Michele Abendroth of the Planning Department.

STATED PURPOSE Regular Historic Preservation Commission Meeting
OF MEETING:

Chair Greg Munn called the meeting to order and acknowledged the posting of the
Open Meetings Act in the room.

Munn requested a motion approving the minutes for the regular meeting held October
18, 2012. Motion for approval made by Beecham, seconded by Jones and carried 6-0:
Beecham, Johnson, Jones, Kuhlman, McKee and Munn voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.

APPLICATIONS BY KEVIN RHINEHART FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION AND
FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION FOR THE MYRON
WHEELER HOUSE, 1717 D STREET November 15, 2012

Members present: Beecham, Johnson, Jones, Kuhlman, McKee and Munn; Francis
absent.

Zimmer introduced Kevin Rhinehart, who is the owner of the property.

Rhinehart stated that this is a big project and he has put a lot of time and money into
this property. He purchased the property with the understanding that it was three
apartments. He took out commercial building permits for all the work that he has done.
When he purchased the property, it was not livable. He wants to preserve the house
and live in it. He loves the home and has done a lot of work on it to restore it. He wants
to get the special permit so he can finish rehabilitation on the property and live in one of

the three units.
Munn clarified that the issue is that this property is zoned as a single family residence.

McKee confirmed with the applicant that he intends to live in the home. Rhinehart
stated that he is going to live in the home.
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Zimmer stated that the home was built as a single family home in 1891. In 1940, it was
converted into at least three units. As recently as the 1990s it was used as a tri-plex. A
family purchased the property in the late 1990s and filed for a permit as a single family
home. The area was rezoned R-2 in 2005 while the house was legally a single family
home, and it was sold a few years later. The new owners began work to reinstall two
apartments on the upper floor, but then lost the building to foreclosure. Rhinehart
purchased the property in foreclosure in 2011.

Zimmer explained that the question before the Commission is to determine if this
property meets the requirements of a landmark designation. They will also give advice
to the Planning Commission and City Council on the requested special permit. He
distributed an email from William Carver, president of Near South Neighborhood
Association, expressing support for the project provided that Rhinehart grant an
easement or covenant requiring one of the units to be owner-occupied to continue the
tri-plex use. Zimmer explained that the current information he has from the City
Attorney’s office is that owner-occupancy cannot be a condition of a special permit. It is
a civil matter between the applicant and the Neighborhood Association.

Beecham stated that she feels it is great that he is working with the neighborhood
association and commended Rhinehart for taking that step. She feels their goals are
very similar and thanked him for preserving the property. Members expressed support
for the concept of owner occupancy, with the understanding it would not be part of the
Planning Dept.’s recommended conditions of the Special Permit.

Munn also thanked the applicant for his work in restoring this building.

ACTION

Johnson moved approval of Landmark Designation for the property, seconded by
Beecham and carried 6-0: Beecham, Johnson, Jones, Kuhiman, McKee and Munn

voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.

Jones moved approval of the Special Permit for three units on the property, seconded
by Johnson and carried 6-0: Beecham, Johnson, Jones, Kuhiman, McKee and Munn
voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.
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