
IN LIEU OF  
   DIRECTORS’ MEETING

   MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2013

  I. CITY CLERK

 II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Applicants sought for Human Rights Board. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor names Blahak Interim DSC Manager and Building and Safety

Director. 
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hlp cut the ribbon on the new parking lot at the

Northeast Senior Center Thursday, December 19th, 10:00 a.m., 6310 Platte Street. Mayor
Beutler and local social service agencies representatives will also discuss the importance of
local philanthropy. 

4. NEWS RELEASE. Donation results in improvements to Northeast Senior Center.  

III. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE

FINANCE/BUDGET
1. December sales tax reports reflecting October activity:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2009-2010 through 2013-2014;
c) Sales Tax Refunds 2009-2010 through 2013-2014; and 
d) Net Sales Tax Collections 2009-2010 through 2013-2014.

 
IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

 V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Shawn Ryba. Asking Council to support impact fees and lift the freeze and adjust impact fees

according to inflation. (Delivered to Council before meeting on 12.16.13)
2. June Carrell. Construction is a valuable part of our community, but it does not require

subsidizing at the expense of the general public. (Delivered to Council before meeting on
12.16.13)

3. Jo Ann Emerson. Property and home owners cannot be expected to cover the rising costs of
services while the developers enjoy reduced fees. 

4. Trisha Rathjen. Why should homeowners have to pay higher rates for those that choose to
build? 

5. Donna Baddeley. As Council chooses to have the city absorb new construction costs do
remember when neighborhood pools, libraries and other services are on the chopping block and
allow the city to absorb these costs. 

6. Rosina Paolini. Impact fees need to be adjusted for inflation and I do not want to pay for the
infrastructure of new growth. 

7. Dennis Wertz. Do not believe it is fair to tax payers for the City Council to continue to freeze
impact fees. Council needs to represent whole community, not just those voices with special
access. 

8. Letter from Jennifer Tomka regarding her son, Samuel Tomka’s Tort Claim against the City. 
a) Notice of Claim under the Nebraska Political Subdivision Tort Claims Act. 

9. Patricia Anderson-Sifuentez. Extremely dismayed and disappointed that the City Council again
froze impact fees. 
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CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

Lincoln Commission on Human Rights, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, NE, 68508, 402-441-7624

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 17, 2013

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kimberley Taylor-Riley, LCHR Director, 402-441-8691

APPLICANTS SOUGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS BOARD

Applications will be accepted through January 31, 2014 for two vacancies on the Lincoln

Commission on Human Rights (LCHR) Board of Commissioners.  The new Commissioners will

replace Gene Crump and Hazel Rodriguez, who recently completed two consecutive three-year

terms on the Board.    

The LCHR is a nine-member unpaid board.  Members are appointed by the Mayor’s Office and

approved by the Lincoln City Council.  Each Commissioner is appointed for a three-year term

and can serve two consecutive terms.  Board members attend monthly meetings, adopt rules and

regulations, review staff investigations of cases and act on recommendations.  The Board meets

monthly at 4 p.m. on the last Thursday of the month in Council Chambers, County-City Building,

555 S. 10th St.

Applicants must be residents of Lincoln.  Those interested in serving on the board are asked to

submit an online application at humanrights.lincoln.ne.gov. 

The LCHR is a neutral City agency that is responsible for investigating and addressing

discrimination complaints brought by individuals in the City of Lincoln in the areas of housing,

employment and public accommodations. Any remedy fashioned by the LCHR is based on the

enforcement authority of the Equal Opportunity Ordinance found at Title 11 of the Lincoln

Municipal Code, which provides a fair and impartial process for resolving charges of

discrimination.   

For more information, call 402-441-7625.  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 17,  2013

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

                            

MAYOR NAMES BLAHAK INTERIM DSC MANAGER AND

BUILDING AND SAFETY DIRECTOR

Mayor Chris Beutler has named Chad Blahak as Interim Director of the City Building and Safety

Department and Manager of the Development Services Center (DSC), effective January 2, 2014.  

 Blahak is a licensed professional engineer and has worked for the City Public Works and

Utilities Department since 2002.   He will replace Fred Hoke who was named Building and

Safety Director in December 2008 and helped to create the DSC.

“Chad has proven his abilities as a project manager for major City projects, including the

infrastructure portion of the West Haymarket ,” Mayor Beutler said.  “In addition to his

engineering skills, Chad understands projects budgeting, City codes and design standards.  He’s

also been successful in working with consultants, contractors, developers and government

officials at all levels.  I’m confident that he will be an excellent leader for Building and Safety

and the DSC.”

Blahak also served as the City’s coordinator for the federal stimulus projects and as project

manager for the East Beltway preliminary design and corridor protection.  He earned a bachelor’s

degree in civil engineering and a masters in business administration from the University of

Nebraska-Lincoln.  Before joining the City, he was an Assistant Engineer for Olsson Associates.  

“I am very excited to serve Lincoln as the Interim Building and Safety Director and DSC

Manager and thank Mayor Beutler for this opportunity,” said Blahak.  “I look forward to working

with staff, the Mayor’s Office, other City departments and private businesses to keep Lincoln a

great place to live and do business.”

The Mayor praised Hoke’s contributions to the City.  “Creating the DSC was a major initiative,

and Fred’s leadership, vision and organizational skills were instrumental in making it a success,”

Beutler said. 

The Building and Safety Department is responsible for reviewing construction plans, issuing

permits and  inspecting new construction and existing buildings to determine their compliance

with codes and regulations.  The DSC – a “one-stop shop” for the review, permitting and

inspection of development projects –  has been in operation since March 2010.  It co-locates five

departments that work with development projects – Building and Safety, Public Works and

Utilities, Urban Development, Health and Planning.  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

DATE: December 18, 2013   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

      

 

Mayor Beutler will help cut the ribbon on the new parking lot at the Northeast

Senior Center at 10 a.m. Thursday, December 19 at the center, 6310 Platte

Street in Havelock.  Paving of the lot and other center improvements were funded

by a large donation from a former center participant.

The Mayor also will be joined by representatives of local social service agencies

to discuss the importance of local philanthropy, especially over the holidays.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Aging Partners, 1005 “O” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7070

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 19,  2013

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

       Zoe Olson, Aging Partners, 402-441-6156

                            

DONATION RESULTS IN IMPROVEMENTS 

TO NORTHEAST SENIOR CENTER

Mayor recognizes community philanthropy

Mayor Chris Beutler today cut the ribbon for a new parking lot at the Northeast Senior Center

that was built with a gift from the late Alfred Steyer, a former participant. The Mayor also

recognized the work of other local social service agencies as well as the generosity of the 

residents and organization who support them.

“Lincoln is a very caring community, and Mr. Steyer is another great example of the generosity

of our residents,” said Mayor Beutler. 

Northeast Senior Center Manager Dave Chappelle said the center, which opened in 1987 at 6310

Platte, had a gravel and dirt parking lot.  He said Mr. Steyer, who passed away in January at the

age of 97, drove his tractor to the center to smooth the lot after rain or snow.  His gift of

$140,000 was used to pave the 18-space parking lot and to provide new furnishings, which will

arrive at the center in January.   Mr. Steyer frequently played his accordion at the center, and

today’s event included accordian music as well as a visit from Mr. Steyer’s sister-in-law, Delores

“Dee” Steyer.

Mayor Beutler encouraged residents to follow the example of Mr. Steyer and remember the

importance of supporting the local  agencies who provide essential services to so many.

“While we see great philanthropy all year, it is during this season of giving that Lincoln really

shines,” Mayor Beutler said.  “Through their donations to our local agencies, the people of

Lincoln help make the holidays brighter for many families who can’t afford gifts for the children

or a special holiday meal.”

Many local agencies are still in need of donations for their holiday efforts.  Today’s event was

attended by representatives of the Center for People in Need, City Impact, the Food Bank, the

People’s City Mission, the Salvation Army and Santa Cop.
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(Steyer is pronounced STY-er.)
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: Vote to support impact fees and remove the freeze

Dear City Council, 

I am writing you as a concerned citizen. I am asking you to vote to support impact fees. Specifically, to lift the 
freeze and adjust impact fees according to inflation.  

Every year since 2007 the City has froze impact fees in an effort to maintain a strong local real estate market. 
Impact fees paid by developers today remain at their 2007 level of $4,685 per new home.  Meanwhile, due to 
inflation and the rising costs of construction, the total cost to provide new home infrastructure has grown from 
between $9,000 - $10,000 per new home in 2007 to $13,000 per new home in 2013.   

As you know, impact fees remain static but the costs of infrastructure continue to rise, I and all other tax payers 
are left to pick up the difference.  In effect, taxpayers are footing a larger share of the bill every time the City 
freezes impact fees. This takes much needed funding from existing infrastructure needs not to mention the 
affect this makes on the bottom line for all Lincoln citizens. 

It is important to start adjusting these fees for inflation once again. There is no rationale for a 
continued freeze on impact fees.  

I support a balanced approach to new development and maintenance of existing infrastructure. I think it is 
important for developers to pay their fair share. Freezing impact fees is not a solution or part of a balanced 
approach.  In fact, voting to freeze impact fees is a vote to support blight and disinvestment in Lincoln.  

Furthermore, I am concerned that people like me who will greatly be affected by your vote on this issue are not 
being heard or represented on the “special interest” impact fee committees. I understand these groups 
contribute thousands of dollars to your campaigns, but this is unacceptable. I am tired of subsidizing 
developers and the City Council’s inability to find a reasonable alternative to freezing impact fees. 

Finally, I am part of a group called Lincoln Policy Network where the focus is on quality of life issues in Lincoln 
neighborhoods. Just recently this group solicited the support of 27 neighborhoods in Lincoln to support a plan 
that emphasizes the maintenance of existing infrastructure, new development should pay significant costs 
related to extended public services and keeping impact fees as a significant revenue source for infrastructure 
finance. 

Please do not ignore your constituency. Please do the right thing by voting to lift the freeze on impact fees 
and adjust impact fees according to inflation.   I am requesting a response explaining what course of action you 
will take and why.  Please contact me at 402-416-8686 or shawn.ryba@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your time and your support of impact fees. 

Best, 

Shawn Ryba, 4411 N. Park Boulevard 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2013 3:59 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     June Carrell 
Address:  4024 S. 81st Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
Dear City Council, 
As a citizen, resident, homeowner,voter, and taxpayer in Lincoln, I feel that impact fees 
should be raised to reflect Lincoln's real costs of expanding infrastructure to new 
developments. 
Having access to roads, water, and sewer is as essential to a house as its foundation and its 
roof.  Expanding the city's system to provide this access is part of the cost of a house in a 
new development. 
The construction industry is one valuable part of our community, but it does not require 
subsidizing at the expense of the general public.  I don't see impact fees as a death knell 
to the construction industry's survival.  Builders manage to afford buyer-attracting luxuries 
such as granite countertops--and who would buy a house with no running water?  The cost to 
the city of extending city infrastructure and services to a new address should be one of the 
developer's costs in building a new house. 
I might suggest that impact fees should apply to the development of new properties, not to 
reconstruction at addresses where homes presently exist or infill of single properties within 
older neighborhoods of already fully-established city streets, park, and water-sewer lines.  
The costs of fringe development should not be artificially lowered, and the profit potential 
for developers artificially raised, by sparing them the true cost of new development. 
It is astonishing for the "small group of Chamber and business leaders" (Lincoln Journal Star 
12/15/2013, page B1) to propose reducing their costs of doing business by raising water and 
sewer rates for everyone in Lincoln.  Impact fees should not be reduced, but rather expanded 
to more closely reflect the actual costs to the city of extending its infrastructure to new 
land. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2013 5:11 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Jo Ann Emerson 
Address:  934 Moraine Dr 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68510 
 
Phone:    4025602701 
Fax:      4025602701 
Email:    joanneme@msn.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I think now is the time to thaw the frozen impact fees that builders pay to develop in new 
parts of the city.  Our city services are stretched to the limits as it stands now.  As the 
city spreads, our resources are spread too.  Property owners and home owners cannot be 
expected to cover the rising costs of services while the developers enjoy reduced fees.  
Thanks for your attention. 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2013 5:16 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Trisha 
Address:  Rathjen 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68510 
 
Phone:    402-486-9294 
Fax:      N/a 
Email:    Rathjen_4@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I have been a Lincoln homeowner for 8 yrs now. I have no intention to EVER build my own home. 
As I will never make this decision why should I be the only one to pay higher rates for those 
that choose to build?  It's just not fair. I understand the price freeze has encouraged new 
growth but its time to at least meet in the middle. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:06 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Donna Baddeley 
Address:  2211 Harrison Avenue 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502 
 
Phone:    4028909664 
Fax:       
Email:    donnapianoplace@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
The Lincoln Journal Star reported that the council has yet again chosen to freeze impact 
fees. It is admirable for the council to choose to have the entire city absorb the 
substantial deficit costs to foster new construction in the city. I hope the council will 
remember this when the hard decisions regarding neighborhood pools, libraries, and other 
services are on the chopping block and will likewise allow the city to absorb these costs 
rather than limit established neighborhood services. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Rosina Paolini [rapaolini@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:56 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Impact Fees

Dear Members of the Lincoln City Council, 
The housing industry is doing well in an economic turn for the best. The City has issued more home 
building permits through November of 2013 than it issued in 2007.  Impact fees need to be adjusted 
for inflation again. I, as a taxpayer, do not want to pay for the infrastructure of new 
growth. 

Cheers- 
*rosina 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:28 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     dennis wertz 
Address:  2226 woodscrest ave 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502 
 
Phone:    4024743292 
Fax:       
Email:    nebden1@hotmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I really don't think it is fair to the tax payers for the city council to continue to freeze 
the impact fees. Also, from what I have heard about the committee studying them, it seems 
packed with the developer and business communities. When is Lincoln going to quit being run 
by a few powerful elites?  
The city council needs to start representing the whole community, not just those powerful 
voices with special access. 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Jennifer Tomka [jtomka@boucherlawfirm.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 10:23 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Sam Tomka PSTCA
Attachments: Sam.PSTCA.pdf

Council members, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to talk about my son’s tort claim against the City last night at the Council meeting.  I am 
attaching the tort claim that was filed for your information as I thought you would have been provided with the claim 
prior to the meeting.  In response to the City Attorney’s argument and the statement by the Parks & Rec representative 
last night I would like to state the  following: 
 
In reviewing the photo of the ramp as it existed that day (the one where I had not yet moved the metal plate), it is 
obvious that any inspection that may have been done was completely useless.  You can see rotted wood protruding 
from the metal plate and screws sticking up from the wood.  It was a screw that tore into Sam’s knee.   
 
I agree that the purpose of the recreational activity exemption of the PSTCA is there to protect the City when one is 
injured doing risky recreational activities (such as skateboarding).  However, that is if the property upon which the 
activities occur is in the proper condition.  The statute clearly provides for liability when the City knew (or had 
constructive notice) of a defect in the property (in this case, the ramp).   The photo shows that even slight care in the 
performance of the duty to inspect would have revealed the defects in the ramp. 
 
In looking at the condition of the ramp in the picture, to state that it was inspected that morning means that either an 
employee simply drove by and indicated the ramps were still standing or he/she was completely blind to an obvious 
defect in the ramp.  I was called out of court that morning by 10:00 a.m. so there is NO way the rot and disrepair of the 
ramp occurred in a an hour or two…. 
 
Having defended these lawsuits for years, I would never have filed a claim had I believed it fell within the exemption 
provided by the statute.  I’m requesting that you approve the claim in this matter.  Thank you  
 
From the Desk of...  
  
Jennifer M. Tomka  
Boucher Law Firm  
West Gate Bank Building  
5555 S. 27th Street, Suite A  
Lincoln NE  68512-1647  
Telephone 402.475.3865  
Fax 402.475.2326  
  
NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission may contain an attorney-client communication that is privileged at law. It is not 
intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic transmission in 
error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by reply e-mail or by calling 402-475-
3865 so that our address record can be corrected. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Particia Anderson [panderson201@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:12 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Impact fees

Dear Council, 
I just wanted to register my extreme dismay and disappointment that you would AGAIN freeze impact fees.  I 
guess money speaks louder than common sense. 
Pat Anderson-Sifuentez 
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