
1LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Board of Health

  August 12, 2014

ROLL CALL

The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 5:00 PM by Heidi Stark at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Members Present:  Roma Amundson, Alan
Doster, Doug Emery, Karla Lester, Michelle Petersen, Craig Strong, Mike Tavlin, Brittany
Behrens (ex-officio), Rick Hoppe (ex-officio), Tim Sieh (ex-officio) and Heidi Stark.  

Members Absent: Jacquelyn Miller.

Staff Present:  Judy Halstead, Charlotte Burke, Steve Beal, Steve Frederick,  Andrea
Haberman, Gwendy Meginnis, Kathy Cook and Elaine Severe.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Dr. Stark asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda. 

Motion: Moved by Dr. Doster that the Agenda be approved as printed.  Second by Dr. Lester. 
Motion carried by acclamation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Stark asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes. 

Motion:  Moved by Mr. Emery that the June 10, 2014 Minutes be approved as printed.  
Second by Mr. Tavlin.  Motion carried by acclamation.

PUBLIC SESSION

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

1. Health Director Update

Ms. Halstead stated the City Council held a public hearing on the FY 2015-16 proposed
budget on August 11, 2014 and is scheduled to vote on a final version on August 25, 2014. 
The proposed fee increases for the Environmental Public Health Division will be presented
to the City Council in September and County Board of Commissioners in August.  

Ms. Halstead announced Brad Meyer has been hired as the Executive Director of the
Peoples Health Center.  His first day of employment will be September 15, 2014.    He
previously worked as a Health Center Director in northern Iowa.  She reported Dr. Paulus
will be retiring from the Peoples Health Center.  Dr. Michael Israel will replace Dr. Paulus.  

Ms. Halstead reported on a proposed integration of primary care services and mental health
services by Lutheran Family Services and the Peoples Health Center.  Expanded services
will begin in 2015/2016.
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Ms. Halstead announced Eric Gerrard has been hired as the City’s lobbyist.

CURRENT BUSINESS (Action items)

1. Proposed Date Change for the November Board of Health Meeting

Ms. Halstead stated the November Board of Health meeting is scheduled for November
11, 2014 - Veteran’s Day.   Ms. Severe polled the Board members regarding moving the
meeting to November 4  or November 11 .  Both dates were agreeable with everyoneth th

with the November 4  date preferred.th

Motion: Moved by Ms. Amundson to move the November Board of Health Meeting to
Tuesday, November 4, 2014.  Second by Mr. Tavlin.  Motion carried by acclamation.

CURRENT BUSINESS (Information Items)

1. Update on Dental Health & Nutrition Division

Ms. Meginnis reviewed the proposed dental fee increases for the Dental Health &
Nutrition Division.  The Dental Division fees have not been increased since 2008-2010.
The minimum fee for service will increase from $25.00 to $30.00.  Staff compared fees
with the fees charged by Medicaid, the Peoples Health Center, the UNMC College of
Dentistry and the Lincoln Dentist Survey.   She noted the Department never denies
services if a patient is unable to pay.  She stated the Thursday evening clinic continues
to be utilized and an additional dentist was added.  The Thursday evening clinic is now
staffed with two dentists, three dental hygienists and two dental assistants.  

2. Healthy Families America Accreditation

Ms Haberman stated the Maternal Child Health Services is in the process of obtaining
accreditation of the home visitation  program from Healthy Families America.  She
stated Healthy Families America is a program designed to reduce and prevent child
maltreatment.  The program connects expectant parents with home visitation staff and
provides the families with guidance, support and information to help the parents
succeed at parenting.  She stated the Division submitted a self-study in June and the
Healthy Families America national office conducted a site visit in July.   Healthy
Families America will notify the Division if we are accredited in September.   Ms.
Haberman reviewed the 12 Critical Elements of the Program.    Elements include
initiating early services to the clients, use of a standardized assessment tool, offering
voluntary services, services focused on parents and the child, providing culturally
sensitive services, and assuring all families are connected with a medical provider.  

She stated the program currently has 521 open cases and staff continue to provide
ongoing intense supervision of these families.  Ms. Bonesteel, the Program Supervisor,
will provide an update to the Board of Health at the September meeting. 

3. “Let’s Move” Update



Board of Health Minutes - August 12, 2014

Ms. Burke provided an update on the Let’s Move Initiative.  She states many of the
initiatives in Lincoln, i.e. TeachAKid 2 Fish; Move More Lincoln, 54321Go and Let’s
Move Cities, Towns and Counties, address obesity and encourage physical activity. 
Lincoln was recently named a Playful City by the National League of Cities.   She
reviewed the Let’s Move Cities, Towns and Counties Goals and noted the City has
obtained 1 bronze and 4 gold certificates for the 5 goals.  Goals included Start Early,
Start Smart - child care centers - healthy food choices; My Plate, Your Place, Smart
Servings for Students, Model Food Service - Fit Pick Vending Machine selections and
Active Kids At Play.    She also previewed a Video that was filmed by the Citizens
Information Center about Lincoln’s health initiatives and the video  has been submitted
to CNN. 

     4. Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Update

Steve Frederick provided an update on the 2011 - 2013 Behavioral Risk Factor
Surveillance System data.  He reviewed the raking process and how new characteristics
were added, more demographic variables were added and cell phone responses were
added to increase the represenativeness of the data .He highlighted the LLCHD BRFSS
Dashboard noting there are results for each topic by age, income, gender and race. 
Areas showing improvement include reduction in drinking rates, reduction in current
smokers and increase in the number of persons fastening their seatbelts.  The Dashboard 
will be enhanced over time and will include more results and include CDC data on
selected measures for the nation and states.

FUTURE BUSINESS

Update on Healthy Families America (HFA) Accreditation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Regular Meeting – September 9, 2014 – 5:00 PM

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 PM.

Elaine Severe

Recording Secretary

Jacquelyn Miller, DDS

Vice-President
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