
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from January 12, 2012 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Rick Dockhorn, Barb Fraser, Marynelle 
Greene, Elaine Hammer, Delrae Hirschman, Albert Maxey, Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Spielman, Beth 
Thacker, Neil Thomas, Bill Wehrbein. 
Staff Present:  Terry Genrich, David Cary, Harry Kroos, Lynn Johnson, J.J. Yost, Milo 
Mumgaard,Emily McKeone  
Others Present:  Al Wickman, Bob Boyce, Damon Hershey 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed by recognition of the Open Meeting Act. 
 
Approval of minutes:  Neal Thomas moved and Beth Thacker seconded to approve the 
December 13, 2011 minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
David Cary said the contract approving the overlay project in the downtown area was approved 
by City Council yesterday.  This contract includes the striping of the bike lanes on 11th and 14th 
Streets.   
 
There was a question of the cracking of the new Billy Wolff Trail east of the Zoo.  The project 
has not had the final walk through by the contractors.  They will determine if the sections of trail 
that have cracked needs to be replaced.  The crack appeared much greater in size then the paper 
showed it to be.   
 
The trail along 52nd and Old Cheney will be opened up by the end of the week.  The trail was 
closed last fall when the support wall caved in.  
 
The Jayne Snyder Trails Center is still on schedule to be opened in May. 
 
Old Business 
 
David Cary gave an update on the Planning Department’s Study on pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities.  They are working on completing a draft of the document.  The completed document 
will be formatted similar to the recently approved Comp Plan.  The plan will include the type of 
projects and costs as well as how to track the accomplishments. 
 
There will be a big emphasis on adding bike routes currently not on the map and will include 
identifying locations for signs, costs and installation.  There is a need to improve the signage on 
existing bike routes.  It is important that the bike routes also be included in the pavement 
management system to give those road project a slightly higher priority to develop.   
 
The concept of bike activated signals is important to be included as well as using thermal plastic 
markings of bike lanes, sharrows, and other improvements. 



 
The current trails system needs to be expanded in several areas to make for better connections.  
Some of these areas include connecting with the Jamaica North Trail on south 14th south of 
Yankee Hill Rd., extension of Boosalis trail along Hwy 2 going east to 91st, extension of the 
West “A” Street trail going to SW 40th.   
 
Need to include language in the plan to provide way finding signage on trails, identify 
connections into neighborhoods. 
 
A couple of priority projects include finding a safe connection from Haymarket with UNL 
crossing 9th and 10th.  Haines Branch Prairie Corridor is also a priority.   
 
Other projects to be included are possible bike lanes on 11th street south of “K” going to “C” 
Street.  Projected bikeways are going to be a part of Innovation Campus.  Bicycle parking in 
commercial and industrial areas should be a requirement of new development, public garages 
need to provide for bicycle parking as well as identification of on street parking for bicycles. 
 
We have a pretty good pedestrian system, the challenge is maintaining what we have.  We do 
require sidewalks on both sides of the street, there are pedestrian standards, landscaping policies, 
and some funds to rehab, however those funds are not adequate, 
 
The plan will show sidewalk network gaps around schools, identify intersections where we to not 
meet standards, as well as intersections where countdown timers need to be installed.  There is a 
need for pedestrian way finding.  The plan needs to be based on being fiscally constrained.  It 
was mentioned the plan needs to include shoulders on county roads. 
 
Once there has been an opportunity for public input, the plan will move forward for formal 
approval and will be adopted in to the Long Range Transportation Plan. 
 
Terry stated that the order for new trail signs is still being worked on. 
 
David stated that Mike Heyl is working on the Walk Friendly Community application that is due 
next week.  Once that application has been submitted, efforts will be focused on completing the 
Bicycle Friendly Community Application that is due in February. 
 
Lynn gave the downtown master plan update.  He stated they continue to work on the concept of 
“N” Street having a protected bikeway on it.  The plan is also identifying enhanced retail 
activities in the downtown area along “P” Street and going to Union Plaza.  One of the concerns 
is how to connect the protected bikeway with the bike lanes along 11th and 14th.   
 
Crandall Arambula will have the update ready the end of January at which time it will start going 
through the public process.   
 
Fehrs Peers is working on the design of the protected bikeway and how it makes connections.  
Part of the discussion is to design and construct the protected bikeway from the Haymarket west 
road going east to 8th and stopping it there for now until the project can be constructed east of 8th.  



The concern is stopping the bikeway at 9th and placing users on such a busy street before a safe 
crossing is designed.  They are also looking at how the bikeway can connect with Centennial 
Mall.  The committee needs to be thinking about whether they should dedicate left turn lanes 
along “N” Street.  What this means is that vehicles will be able to turn while all other traffic 
including bicycles are stopped. 
 
New Business 
 
Milo talked about the Sustainability planning process that will be incorporated into the next 
budget process.  Challenge is to take a broad vision and convert that into an action plan.  The 
plan will include short, mid and long term goals.  LPlan 2040 will serve as the vision.  There is a 
need to focus on how to get the city budget to focus on using sustainability as a primary focus 
during the budget planning process.  
 
There are 5 indicators that will have measurable goals.  See attached.  An example is how many 
bike lanes we would like to have by a certain deadline.  A Blue Ribbon Sustainability Leadership 
Advisory Committee will be established to review and set the indicators.  Would like to have 2-4 
measurable goals for each indicator. 
 
Parks Coble expressed a concern about the negative association on trails in the media.  We will 
contact Diane Gonzales to discuss what we might be able to do.   
 
Bob Boyce expressed a concern about the trails being dark at night and he would like to see 
lights on them.  When we should build trails, we should include lights.  Cost and maintenance 
were discussed.  We will see how the solar lights work at Randolph. 
 
Beth Thacker expressed a concern about the need for a mirror at 70th street on the Billy Wolff 
Trail to improve safety.  Terry will check the AASHTO guidelines to see what options can be 
done at that location. 
 
 


