
 
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 

Minutes from January 14, 2014 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 

 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Rick Dockhorn, Barb Fraser, Elaine Hammer, 
Delrae Hirschman, Jordan Messerer, Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Spielman, Beth Thacker, Bill 
Wehrbein, Michael Wylie. 
. 
Staff Present:  David Pesnichak, Terry Genrich, Mike Heyl, J.J. Yost, Lynn Johnson 
Others Present:  Damon Hershey, Bob Boyce, Luke Pitts, Rick Zubrod,  
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed a discussion on recognition of the Open 
Meeting Act.  
 
Approval of December 10, 2013 minutes: Motion to approve was made by Beth Thacker moved 
and seconded by Dalyce Ronnau.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports 
 
Game and Parks has to formally approve the funding for the renovation of the Billy Wolff Trail 
from 27th Street underpass to the new bridge near Randolph.  That will take place this Thursday,  
An agreement will need to be finalized that will allow us to move forward with hiring a firm to 
do the design work.  
 
The NEPA document for the Wilderness Park Bridge project has been approved.  The design of 
the bridge is at the 90% phase so once we get the notice to do final design, we will bid the 
project out with a completion by December 2014. 
 
Boosalis Trail has been completed with the exception of replacing some panels that are not even.  
We will work with the contractor to make the needed repairs next spring.  We will try to do them 
prior to the Marathon and if we can’t get them done in time, we will wait and make the repairs 
afterwards.   
 
All other projects are continuing to move slowly including Cavett Connector and Stonebridge 
Trail. 
 
J.J. attended a meeting regarding the Penny Bridges at 33rd and Sheridan.  Public Works will be 
conducting a focus group to work through some of the issues and concerns with that project.  We 
need to appoint a representative to that committee.  Dalyce agreed to be the representative. 
 
Other trails will have some construction taking place on them including the Rock Island Trail 
just south of south and the Mopac Trail just east of 56th. 
 



Dave P. gave an update on “N” street.  The project is at the 30% design phase and will be at 90% 
the first part of February.  Dave went through block by block of some of the design elements and 
concerns that are being worked on. 
 
Terry gave an update on the sign committee.  The committee has added another location for a 
kiosk at the Murdock and 84th Street trails.  Terry will send out the list of locations and what 
possible destinations can be identified at each kiosk.  Additional signs will be added that will 
identify facilities along the way. 
 
Dave said the Complete Streets committee is still working through the background information 
and try to come up with a good understanding of how to bring projects forward.  Process has 
been identified and now need the criteria.  Need to look at where all of the networks come 
together.  Annual report is near final format so it can be reviewed by the Complete Streets team 
agrees on, it will be sent to PBAC and the StarTran Board.   
 
There was discussion on projects the $6 million will be spent on in Lincoln.  Terry will contact 
Thomas Shafer and see if we can get a list of what the projects will include.   
 
David gave an update on the Bike/Ped Counting Program.  GPTN did agree to provide financial 
support for the counter at the Rock Island and Boosalis Trail. Two counters are planned for the 
“N” Street cycletrack.  We are hoping to hook into the BicycLincoln website and download use 
daily of the trail. 
 
Dave reviewed the draft letter on policy concerns to the Mayor.  One of the policies the 
committee wanted to address was actually introduced in the legislature last week.  That policy 
relates to the ebike issue.  There are some concerns about the wording of the bill but overall it 
addresses the concerns of the committee and changing the definition of an ebike at the state 
level.  If approved, this will pave the way for the city to change its ordinance allowing ebikes.    
The committee felt the letter as presented was OK to send to the Mayor’s. 
  
Jordan Messerer mentioned a bill has been introduced by Senator Harms regarding Nebraska 
Road Safety Act.  It is bill 887.  We will get a copy of it and send out to the committee. 
 
Dalyce Ronnau moved and Jordan Messerer seconded to approve the Policy letter as presented.  
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
An application has been submitted yesterday for the Green Lane Project.  Had a great response 
from the business community for support of the application.  We will hear in mid-march.  There 
are 106 cities that applied for 6 spots.  Omaha is one of the cities that applied. 
 
Barnie discussed the bond issue that is being suggested to repair $4 million in sidewalks.  The 
first portion will repair the first 1500 priority sites that will cost $2.7 million.  The remaining will 
funds will begin to tackle the 15,000 non priority repair sites that are on a list.  The council still 
needs to approve the bond issue. 
 



Beth Thacker moved and Elaine Hammer seconded writing a letter to the City Council approving 
the $4 million bond issue for these repairs when that moves forward.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
The committee would like to know what is on the CIP list of projects.  We can also discuss the 
10 year facilities plan.  There is discussion of a local option sales tax that could fund some Parks 
and Recreation projects.  One of the big ones is the million dollar bridge to connect the Rock 
Island Trail with Wilderness Park and Jamaica North Trail. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


