
 
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 

Minutes from February 11, 2014 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 

 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Barb Fraser, Marynelle Green, Elaine Hammer, 
Delrae Hirschman, Jordan Messerer, Dalyce Ronnau, Beth Thacker. 
. 
Staff Present:  David Pesnichak, Terry Genrich, Mike Heyl, J.J. Yost, Lynn Johnson, Glenn 
Johnson 
Others Present:  Bob Boyce, Luke Pitts 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed a discussion on recognition of the Open 
Meeting Act.  
 
Approval of January 14, 2014 minutes: Motion to approve was made by Elaine Hammer moved 
and seconded by Parks Coble.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports 
 
Billy Wolff Trail near 27th was approved by the Game and Parks Commission but still has to be 
approved by NDOR and FHWS.  Once they approve the project, we will receive the Notice to 
Proceed so we can move forward to the design phase.  We will hope to be under construction by 
next summer. 
 
We received notice to proceed to final design and preparation of Construction documents.  Once 
we finalize those, we will be able to proceed to bidding and construction.  We have a completion 
date of December 2014. 
 
Terry mentioned the contractor for the Boosalis Trail plans on replacing the panels that need to 
be replaced before the marathon 
 
New Business 
 
Terry mentioned there has not been a lot of progress on the signs. 
 
Dave P. talked about Complete Streets and that an annual report has been drafted.  The 
committee should see the final report at the next meeting.  Once this report has been wrapped up, 
we will start working on 2014 projects. 
 
GPTN has committed to fund a bike ped counter.  It has been ordered from Eco Counter and 
once it is in, will be installed.  A decision needs to be made as to where it is going to be installed.  
It will be around the Rock Island and Boosalis Trail intersection.  Training will need to take 
place on how to install and monitor.  Roads will move their counter to another location.  There 
was discussion on monitoring the intersection to see where riders were coming from to help 
determine where it should go. 



The application for the Green Lane Project was submitted and we should hear back in mid-
March. 
 
As far as legislation, we have not heard of any timelines when bills will be advanced.  LB1071 
was handed out and discussed.  It sounds like Omaha is not going to support this bill.  There are 
concerns about how it deals with bicyclist responsibilities.  Requires the Dept. of Roads establish 
bike infrastructure on all NDOR roadways establishing some design standards.  They are doing a 
lot of these things already.  This bill has more sweeping affects then LB756. 
 
Old Cheney Road Project has started.  This project includes a trail along the north side.  A 
handout was provided.  In addition, NW 48th from “O” Street north to Holdrege is being 
designed, part by the state and part by the city.  It will include a diamond intersection which will 
involve a trail starting on the west side of NW 48th at “O” and wind up on the east side north of 
the Interstate.   
 
JJ gave a presentation on the upcoming CIP budget, listing trail projects over the next six years.  
These projects were discussed.  See the handout.  There are funds for major trail maintenance 
and repair as well as a list of projects that have priority including the South Beltway, Arena Trail 
Connection and Rock Island Trail Bridge.  It also identified funds for the ongoing bridge 
inspection program.  This was submitted as a draft CIP list.  It will go through a review and 
presented to the Planning Commission in May and eventually adopted as part of the final budget.  
There were no proposed changes to the budget as presented.  There was discussion of the 20th 
and Boosalis Trail to Burnham project and how it could make a connection to Van Dorn Park 
and a possible trail along Hwy. 2 
 
Elaine Hammer moved and Parks Coble seconded to send a letter of support of this particular 
CIP program as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
  
There was discussion on the various trails that we do have funds to do some repairs on including 
70th along Holmes Lake, 84th near Mahoney Park and Southridge Trail near Scott Middle School. 
 
Dave Pesnichak mentioned he is moving to Garfield County in Colorado.  Recognition was 
given of him and what he has done advancing bicycling in the Lincoln community. 
 
Lynn talked a little about the local option sales tax.  A general election can beheld to approve a 
.5% or 1% sales tax.  A .5% sales tax increase will generate about 22 million dollars.  A decision 
has not been made but there is a commitment by the Mayor to provide a portion of it if it is 
approved will be used for reducing property taxes.  Discussion on road projects, a public safety 
project with the fire stations, the need to replace the radio system, and other infrastructure needs.  
I takes a million dollars a year for Parks and Recreation department to keep up with ongoing 
maintenance needs.  There is also a need to fund Community Learning Centers.  Federal funding 
has been reduced for these programs.  There will be a community conversation about this. 
 
Glenn gave an update on the trail from Charleston to 14th.  The contract has been awarded and 
will be completed yet this year.  The NRD will be working on a RTP application for the next 
section from 14th to Cornhusker. 



There was discussion on the concern about the trail going away under the Sheridan Street Bridge.  
The trail is not going away.  It might be closed during construction, but the trail will remain in 
place once the project has been completed.  The drainage under Sheridan will be improved this 
summer.  The firm doing the design will be working on several options to present as to what will 
go back where the bridges currently are.  There is a concern to maintain the aesthetics.  There 
was also discussion on making a connection from the Rock Island to 33rd north of Sheridan, quite 
possibly do this prior to construction of the bridge so it can be used as a detour. 
 
The light on 33rd was discussed.  Gary B. had been notified the light will be going out to bid this 
month but won’t be installed until the middle of September. 
 
Lynn also discussed the Peter Pan public meeting to discuss ways to make it safer.   
 
There was discussion on the solar lights along the Elaine Hammer Bridge as well as new solar 
lights along the Billy Wolff between Randolph and the new bridge.  Technology is changing so 
fast it is hard to keep up with what is working. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


