
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from September 4, 2012 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Rick Dockhorn, Barb Fraser, Marynelle 
Greene, Elaine Hammer, Jordan Messerer, Delrae Hirschman, Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Speilman, 
Beth Thacker, Bill Wehrbein. 
Staff Present:  Terry Genrich, David Cary, Mike Heyl, J.J. Yost 
Others Present:  Bob Boyce, Damon Hershey 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed by recognition of the Open Meeting Act. 
 
Approval of June 12, 2012 minutes:  No one moved or seconded however the minutes were 
approved unanimously.   
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Bison Trail bridge is out to bid.  We should have that bridge in place by late spring if things go 
as planned. 
 
Schemmer’s has been hired to do the Preliminary Engineering on the Stonebridge Trail. 
 
Cavett Tour is at 90% plans.  We do have a 6F issue regarding the trail being on school property.  
We have to work with LPS. 
 
Jamaica North Trail – last I heard the railroad was going to work on the agreement we need to 
complete the project.  We have notified that we could lose our funding if we can’t get that 
completed in a timely manner. 
 
First Street will be completed later this fall.  They are constructing the roundabout at Adams and 
once that is done, the rest of the trail should be completed.  The trail is on the east side. 
 
Pioneers Park Trail has been approved for funding to build the trail from Bison circle to the 
Nature Center.   
 
Highway 2 Bridge repainting has been completed.  During that project, bicyclists took a short cut 
down the hill.  We will be extending the pipe railing to block this.   
 
Most everything has been completed on Union Plaza.  The new trails map has been installed on 
the JSTC.  City Council also provided some additional funding for some trail repairs.  We do 
have a list of trail maintenance projects that we will be working from.  Some of the items are 
drought related so we want to wait until we get some moisture before we address some of the 
issues. 
 



Haymarket Bridge has some issues.  We will be working with Public Works to make some 
repairs.  We are also coordinating with the NRD on repairing the trail on the Billy Wolff on the 
west side of 48th where some voids have been created under the trail. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the roundabouts at 14th.  The pedestrian/bicycle facilities seem 
to be working fine. 
 
Old Business 
 
Downtown Master Plan – Urban Development is moving forward with elements of the 
downtown Master Plan.  The intent is to get the design of the protected bikeway along “N” Street 
completed and construction next year.    
 
Related to the bicycle system, the Greening of America grant from the EPA identified bicycle 
facilities along 11th Street south of Downtown.  Design is being finished from near “C” Street up 
to Lincoln Mall.  Streetscape has been designed along with bike lanes, pedestrian amenities as 
well as bicycle parking.  A sharrow is part of the design along Lincoln Mall east to connect with 
14th Street. 
 
“Commuter Challenge” came to a close on August 31st.  Had 30,000 registered riders nationally.  
Lincoln finished 3rd in the nation trailing Burlington, VT and Appleton, WI.  Lincoln had 891 
registered riders.  770 recorded miles, 279 workplaces, UNL finished in the top 10 nationally.  
One of the teams finished 10th nationally.  Had 400,000 miles counted.  Celebration of the 
challenge took place at Brewsky’s with over 100 people attending.  There is talk of a winter 
challenge. 
 
All of the trails signs are here and we are organizing the crews to install.  They hope to get them 
installed yet this fall. 
 
Ped./Bike Strategic Plan – Need to make some final adjustments.  It is in final draft form that has 
been submitted to the Mayor and are waiting for a final approval from his office to move 
forward. 
 
Streets Alive was held the past Sunday.  It was extremely successful.  Everyone involved felt the 
numbers were up from the year before.   
 
New Business 
 
Map 21 or Transportation Alternatives replaces the Transportation Enhancement Program.  Safe 
Routes to school are now included in the TA Funds.  Program still operates much the same way 
as well as does RTP.  The new bill allows states to determine how to use the money.  Dept. of 
Roads will use the funds for alternative transportation projects.  The funds will be divided 50% 
going to rural areas including the Omaha and Lincoln MPO’s and the remaining 50% is a 
competitive grant.  The city can still apply for the statewide 50% allocation, but is guaranteed 
some of the funds of the first 50% for rural and MPO’s.  The bad thing is the state rescinded all 
funds available for enhancement projects in 2011 and will be using TA funds that could have 



been used for new projects on currently awarded projects.  It will take two years of new funds to 
fulfill the commitments meaning new grants will not be awarded for another two years.  The real 
concern is the city or other agencies did not even know about this until recently and it took place 
a year and a half ago.   
 
There was considerable discussion regarding making others aware of this.  It was decided to see 
if we could get Mike Kleffner to come to a future meeting. 
 
The next application to RTP will be for the Wilderness Park Bike Bridge.  Beth Thacker moved 
and Jordan Messerer seconded to support the application.  Motion passed unanimously.  Letters 
of support would definitely help our application. 
 
David shared with committee a concern about a pedestrian connection that was made in Hamann 
Meadows which was part of the approval of the plat.  The homeowners say they were not aware 
of this.  They don’t like it and have requested to have it removed.  They will be moving forward 
with through a formal process to have this done.   
 
Rick Dockhorn moved and Delrae Hirschman seconded to send a letter to the Mayor in support 
of keeping the walk in place.  Motion was approved unanimously. 
 
It was announced the Parks Foundation is doing a Family Adventure Race.  Check the Parks 
Foundation website for more information. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 A.M. 
 
 
 


