
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from September 13, 2011 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 
Members Present:  Parks Coble, Barb Fraser, Elaine Hammer, Delrae Hirschman, Albert 
Maxey, Jordan Messerer, Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Spielman, Neal Thomas, Beth Thacker, Bill 
Wehrbein. 
Staff Present:  Terry Genrich, David Cary, Harry Kroos, Lynn Johnson, J.J. Yost, Mike Heyl 
Others Present:  Al Wickman, Bob Boyce. 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed by recognition of the Open Meeting Act. 
 
Approval of minutes:  Neal Thomas moved and Albert Maxey seconded to approve the August 9, 
2011 minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Billy Wolff/Antelope Valley Trail has been completed with the exception with some signage and 
pipe railings.  Also want to stripe the crossing at Randolph. 
 
Schemmer has been hired to do the preliminary engineering for the Bison Trail Bridge project.  
Expected to have the project completed by September 2012. 
 
Cavett Connector has started by hiring Kirkham Michael to do the preliminary engineering.  The 
first thing for that project will be to do some survey work. 
 
Dietrich Trail is temporarily closed due to the University installing a new steam line.  It is on the 
west side of the bridge where the trail has been removed. 
 
56th to 58th and Van Dorn Street portion of Billy Wolff Trail has been completed. 
 
Active Living Center is on schedule and should be open the end of April or first part of May 
2012.   
 
First Street will start in June 2012.  This project includes a trail.  14th Street will be starting in the 
very near future.  Construction starting late November.  Phase I which is the south half of 
Superior should be done the middle of May.  Rest done in August with 14th street between 
Superior and the Interstate done in November.  Interstate to Humphrey will be done a year from 
now. 
 
Jamaica North Trail has had 90% plans submitted with several pages of comments back from the 
State and Feds.  Concern is to be able to proceed according to the current plans in hopes we 
won’t have to change anything causing us to have to re-do the NEPA document and wetland 
delineation. 
 



Public Works is waiting for a structural report on 52nd and Old Cheney, and the AV trails could 
have some temporary closures during the day to make repairs. 
 
RTSD is looking at the sidewalk on the north side of Old Cheney near first to address some 
concerns.  We also need to see if a shoulder can be added on the west side of Jamaica North in 
hopes of making a connection to the parking lot. 
 
Old Business: 
 
David Cary gave an update on LPlan 2040.  He handed out the summary of funding approved by 
the Planning Commission along with a map that was recommended to the City Council and 
County Board.  They approved the financially constrained plan.  A super majority will be needed 
to make any changes or revisions to what was submitted.   
 
It was determined to write a letter of support of the committee for finding funds for sidewalk 
maintenance.  Parks Coble moved and Delrae Hirschman seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
David gave an update on the Planning Depts. Study on transportation.  Funds are available to do 
local work to assess both pedestrian and bicycle issues.  It is important to identify existing bike 
routes and routes in new areas.  The study will also be looking at pedestrian cross walks and 
signals.  They are at a point where they need to get a small group together to work on it.  A sub-
committee was appointed to work with David on this.  Members are Barb, Albert, Delrae, 
Dalyce, and Rick D.. 
 
Sign Committee update.  Meeting was held last week.  Need to identify exactly what signs will 
go where.  Dalyce will work on that and once completed, we will request individuals to ride the 
routes to locate each sign. 
 
Albert discussed the need to address bicyclists speeding.  Need to look at strategic way to 
educate the public about the need to slow down in some areas such as dangerous areas of heavy 
traffic at crossings and blind areas.  Need to check with AASHTO and see what signage might 
work at certain locations. 
 
Committee discussed the need to paint the Sharrows.  Public Works is reluctant to re-paint them 
now given the existing condition of the street.  Signs are there right now which identify it as that.  
Need to figure out a funding mechanism to keep this up.   
 
Bicycle Friendly Application – sub-committee met and decided to move forward on the 
application.  Application will be worked on over the winter months.  Need to get the Mayor’s 
Office to support this.   
 
Was discussion if there was anything else that could be done to do a better job of signage when a 
trail is closed.  The challenge is rarely do we have another trail nearby they can be sent to.  They 
have to either use the sidewalk on the other side or ride in the street.  If someone isn’t familiar 



with the area, people aren’t aware of where they can go for an alternate route. This is something 
that can be discussed more in the Planning Dept. Study. 
 
Mike Heyl stated League of American Bicyclist has a new person that is doing the education and 
will teach instructors that can teach more classes on bicycling.  Each class requires 16 committed 
people and 20 hours of education.   
 
David gave an update of the Downtown Master Plan which is taking place.  Crandall Rambula is 
doing a limited engagement to specifically look at some transportation topics focusing on the 
bike lanes on “M” and “N” Street as well as north south routes and other east west routes in the 
north part of downtown.  A proposal was discussed that would develop a two way bikeway on 
“M” or “N” Street.  This would eliminate the bike lanes.  This plan would have a sidewalk of 
approximately 12 feet, then a bike trail of 12 feet, then a separated area of 2-3 feet, parking and 
then two travel lanes with additional parking on the other side.  They think this will get more 
bicycle users to use the facility since it doesn’t require riding in traffic.  The consultant is 
confident this is the way to go and if Lincoln supports this, this is cutting edge.  There is a short 
time for this discussion to take place since the streets for the west Haymarket area almost ready 
to be bid out. 
 
Crandall Rambula is suggesting this be a system wide plan and that some of the other streets 
have the same type of facility, including 11th, 14th, 17th and then “Q” or “R”, however this is 
down the road.  Parks and Recreation has a concern about snow removal with this new concept.  
This issue needs to be worked through. 
 
Elaine Hammer and Albert Maxey seconded to send a letter of support for this bike trail concept 
for downtown.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Harry said they have done a study and the traffic count does merit a signal.  The issue is 
coordinating and getting it programmed for completion. 
 
Elaine Hammer moved and Parks Coble seconded to support the city’s RTP application for 
renovation of the trails in Pioneers Park.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


