
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from September 10, 2013 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Rick Dockhorn, Barb Fraser, Marynelle 
Greene, Elaine Hammer, Delrae Hirschman, Jordan Messerer, Dalyce Ronnau, Beth Thacker, 
Bill Wehrbein, Michael Wylie. 
. 
Staff Present:  David Pesnichak, Terry Genrich, Mike Heyl, J.J. Yost 
Others Present:  Damon Hershey, Rick Zubrod. 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. followed by recognition of the Open Meeting Act. 
 
Approval of September 10, 2013 minutes: Motion to approve was made by Dalyce Ronnau 
moved and seconded by Rick Dockhorn.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports 
 
Jamaica North Trail is out for bids with the opening date of October 24th.  The state said the 
project would be constructed next fall but we are going to try to get the project started sooner 
than that.   
 
Wilderness Park Bridge is in the design phase. 
 
Pioneers Park Trail is under construction and the Boosalis Trail replacement has started as well.  
Both are projected to be completed this fall. 
 
All other projects are continuing to move slowly including Cavett Connector and Stonebridge 
Trail. 
 
There are several trails that have some severe cracks that need to be repaired.  The connection 
from Billy Wolff to the neighborhood is high on the priority list.  There is a section south of this 
same area that needs to be repaired as well as the Billy Wolff along Capital Parkway. 
 
There is going to be a storm water management project along the east side of the Rock Island 
early next year. 
 
Old Business 
 
“N” Street Cycle Track is in the final design phase with the plans to construct the project next 
year.  We are expecting the project to be $1.28 million with $1.3 million available.  One thing 
that might throw the budget off is the need to construct silva cells for trees planted in narrow 
sections of the bioswales that will be part of the project. 
 



There are some extra funds available along a couple of stretches of the cycle track that might be 
able to fund a couple of counters.  The city is still open to working with GPTN to fund a couple 
more counters. 
 
Mike Heyl gave an update on the Bike Challenge.  Lincoln had over 1100 riders representing 74 
teams and 300 work places.  They rode over 630,000 miles.  Nebraska finished second and 
Lincoln finished first in the category with other cities of similar size.  There will be a similar 
challenge this winter, so it continues.  Riders can register at the same location as they did for the 
summer challenge.  There was great coverage in the paper on the Challenge. 
 
Dave gave an update on the TDM.  Report was presented to the MPO tech committee and 
Mayor.  Heard from NDOR on CMAQ money that could be used to fund implementation of 
parts of the TDM recommendations.  Might also be opportunities from the NET.  Could fund a 
position to implement parts. 
 
We need some help on the sign committee to look at details of where signs can go, mileage that 
needs to go on them, etc.  Dalyce agreed to help with this. 
 
Dave gave an update on bike parking.  There was discussion of bike parking in the arena area 
and parking garages.  Dave has developed an inventory of where bike parking is available in the 
downtown area.  The focus has been on the downtown core area, parking garages, and short term 
parking for bicycles.  Planning is considering working with businesses that are requesting bike 
parking in front of their space and doing some type of cost sharing with them.  One issue is 
paying for the maintenance fee to collect the data from each site. 
 
It was determined to set a date for the policy committee to meet and discuss some priorities.  The 
Omaha group has not met for six months which has delayed us moving forward, but a meeting 
notice will be sent out to meet and discuss what we might be able to do.  Members of that 
committee are Jordan, Michael, Beth, Elaine, Dalyce and Damon. 
 
There was discussion on the Bike Lincoln website that it is up and running.  There has been a lot 
of feedback.  Please let David know of any suggested changes.  He is hoping to get some 
feedback that will help with long term changes to improve bicycling in the community.  There is 
a link that will connect to the Health Dept. for bicycle education.  There was discussion of 
promoting tourism for bicycling in Lincoln at this site.  Need to see if we can provide a link to 
the website on the LCVB website. 
 
New Business 
 
Green Lane Project was discussed.  The Green Lane Project just merged with People for Bikes. 
Goal is to promote cycle tracks, greenways and separate bike lane types of infrastructure.  Their 
two year round for funding is coming to a close and are looking at a surprise community that is 
moving forward with a cycle track and has plans to do more cycle tracks.  There needs to be an 
initial letter of intent and if approved, will make a formal application that will be due around the 
end of November.  The benefits are for a weeklong trip to the Netherlands to see how they are 
doing bike facilities as well as support for education resources. By being a site of a Green Lane 



Project, it also increases the chance of receiving additional grants as well as keep the momentum 
going for 11th and 14th street cycle tracks.  NTF just received a grant from People for Bikes for 
their support of the “N” Street Cycle Track. 
 
Michael Wyle moved and Elaine Hammer seconded for PBAC to send a letter in support of a 
City of Lincoln application for the Green Lane Project if it is approved to move forward with 
such an application.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
David discussed the Complete Streets E.O. and that he is looking and other policies to see how 
this affects them. 
 
Jordan gave a report on the bike parking for the football games stating they hit a high of 144 
bicycles parking.  The next week they were down to 48 because of the cold weather.  ESPN also 
filming a piece on this showing students in shorts dropping off their bikes before the game.  They 
are starting a campaign for bicycles to share the sidewalks.  They are trying to promote why it is 
safer to ride on the street instead of the sidewalk. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


