
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from July 14, 2015 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 

 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Barb Fraser, Elaine Hammer, Marynelle Greene, 
Damon Hershey, Bill Wehrbein, Bill Spielman, Dalyce Ronnau, Delrae Hirschman.  
 
Staff Present:  Kellee Van Bruggen,  J.J.Yost, Sara Hartzell, Lynn Johnson, Shane Dostal. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 a.m., followed by announcement recognizing 
regulations of the Open Meetings Act as posted by the door.  
 
Minutes: 
Approval of June 9, 2015 minutes: Moved by Fraser, seconded by Hammer, passed 9-0. 
 
Staff Reports: 
 

• Hartzell shared a report from a link to the 2014 Benchmarking Report prepared by the 
Alliance for Biking and Walking 
https://www.bikewalkalliance.org/storage/documents/reports/2014BenchmarkingRepo
rt.pdf Which reports many different statistics from around the Country.  She shared 
page 150 which analyzes the number of miles of bicycle facility per square mile of 
several large cities.  Hartzell reported that when the same data is crunched for Lincoln 
we rank about in the middle of the pack. 

• Repair work will start this week on the closure of the Helen Boosalis Trail just west of S 
48th Street.  The bridge railing will take longer to address. 

• There was concern about the public perception of safety on trails in light of the recent 
death that appears to have occurred near O Street on the Sal Creek Levee Trail.  Its 
important that we get information out there about the relative rarity of crime on trails.  
It was noted that the Lower Platte South is working on a project to get and underpass at 
J Street to avoid having to go through to tunnel under the railroad track. 

 
Old Business 
 
N Street – At the GPTN meeting the night before, Ernie Castillo of Urban Development gave a 
thorough report which basically said the project is on budget, and only about a week behind 
schedule.  The contractor is confident they will be able to meet the October 1 substantial 
completion date.  All segments remaining to be constructed have characteristics similar to what 
has already been built, so there will be no more “new” issues that could cause slowdowns.  The 
signaling will be the next major issue to address. 
 

https://www.bikewalkalliance.org/storage/documents/reports/2014BenchmarkingReport.pdf
https://www.bikewalkalliance.org/storage/documents/reports/2014BenchmarkingReport.pdf


Bike Share – Working on developing the RFP for the bike share.  NDOR is still conducting their 
program agreement work.  Will be working toward getting the bike share service in place by 
next summer. 
 
Legislative Update – The committee has not yet met.  The City did have a meeting where they 
discussed the ability of City ordinance to regulate bicycles in the absence of State Legislation.  
They will continue to work on legislative issues.  The PBAC advisory committee will meet to 
begin discussing some of these same issues, Gary will be involved in both meetings to ensure 
coordination. 
 
New Business 
 
N Street Bikeway education process – The Committee was given a draft of the short PSA that is 
being planned for their review.  They were asked to get comments to Kellee via email.  Health, 
Police, and Planning are involved in getting those announcements prepared.  Melissa Fuller will 
be taping this PSA and another longer one soon.  They will run on Channel 5 and 10, the 
website, and be distributed in other ways.  Also looking in to having a PSA in the theaters.  
Working with Channel 8 for the longer PSA to be released in October.  A printed flyer is being 
created that can be handed out to kids, at the Streets Alive event, at UNL freshman orientation 
and bike safety event.  This should be done by Sept. 1 and will be mailed out to PBAC prior to 
that for review.  There are also news releases planned and hopefully an article in the Journal 
Star.  People for Bikes may also put it on their website.  Gary has been in contact with them and 
intends to apply for a small grant to help with the opening celebration.  Mike Hyle is working 
with the Streets Alive folks to set up a mock bike lane at that event so people can see how it 
works. 
 
A celebration of the opening of N Street should be planned soon.  Ernie will be the primary 
contact for the City on that.  Lynn offered to bring together a group to start discussing.  Several 
different groups and individuals were identified that would be appropriate for inclusion in these 
planning sessions.  The date a time were discussed and all felt it was important to find a day 
and time that would draw a lot of young families, similar to the Mayor’s Run.  Would also like to 
have someone do some videotaping of the event for possible use in later educational materials. 
 
Hartzell spoke to the group about the upcoming round of Recreational Trail Program grants.  
The project being suggested this year is the paving of the Murdock Trail from Touzallin to N 70th 
Street.  The group was supportive of this, but there was some concern that there may be 
runners who would not support it because they prefer the gravel surface.  The concept of a side 
path was brought up, perhaps reducing the concrete to 8 feet wide and adding 3 foot wide 
gravel path adjacent.  There has been some concern expressed by maintenance staff on how 
these side paths might affect maintenance.  The group had some discussion and then voted to 
send a letter of support but encouraged staff to contact the running community.  Motion for 
letter of support passed unanimously. 
 



Damon reported on the National Bike Challenge.  Nebraska is currently in second place, Lincoln 
is in second place after Madison, WI, Omaha is also in the top ten cities, the local challenge is 
currently 4th in the Nation, and there are currently 1,800 riders toward the goal of 2,000.   
 
Trail Trek went very smoothly this year, considering the challenges posed by the weather 
damage.  There were about 1,000 participating in the event, and no injuries reported.  One set 
of parents did become lost but they were properly reported by, and returned to the custody of 
their son. 
 
There was a question about the next round of application for the Bike Friendly Silver 
designation.  Applications are accepted every January and July.  Lincoln should probably wait 
until the N Street Bikeway is online and the Bike Share program has begun before reapplying, as 
these activities will meet some suggested benchmarks.  The challenge is still the lack of an 
official Bike Coordinator, which costs the City some points. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 am. 
 
 


