
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from October 13, 2015 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 

Members Present: Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Barb Fraser, Elaine Hammer, Damon Hershey, Jordan 
Messerer, Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Wehrbein, Michael Wylie 

Staff Present: Lynn Johnson, Kellee Van Bruggen, JJ Yost, Sara Hartzell, Mike Heyl, Terry Genrich 

Visitors: Tom Rolfes 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 a.m., followed by announcement recognizing 
regulations of the Open Meetings Act as posted by the door.  
 
Minutes: 
Approval of September 8, 2015 minutes: Moved by Ronnau, seconded by Coble, passed 8-0. 
 

Staff Reports: 

Hartzell gave an update on the Billy Wolff and Rock Island trail projects.  Both anticipated to be 
complete around the middle of November, as is the Rock Island at Sheridan.  Both of these trails should 
be open by the end of November.  The Rock Island by the Children’s Zoo is being opened much sooner 
than planned.  A change in the staging area moving it to the Zoo parking lot will allow that trail to be 
reopened while the Zoo’s project continues through the winter.  There may be some short closures in 
the spring for planting.  Hartzell and Van Bruggen placed the new mobile trail counter at the point on 
the Billy Wolff Trail where it meets the Holmes Lake Dam.  Counts will be gathered for one week.  The 
counter has two parts, one that uses a laser to count all that pass and one that uses a pair of pneumatic 
tubes to count bicycles only.  The plan is to mount this counter on something so that it can be made 
mobile and easily set up at events or for rotating counts around the City.  The plans to install changeable 
artistic lighting on the Elaine Hammer Bridge are moving forward.  This will not cause a closure of that 
bridge but will close one side at a time while work is going on.  LES is continuing forward with plans to 
upgrade and increase lighting under the 27th Street tunnel are moving forward.  This will increase the 
number of fixtures and change those to LED with a brighter, whiter light. 

Special Recognition: 

The PBAC recognized Terry Genrich for his 15 years of valuable service to the community as a leader in 
the effort to develop a recreational trail system.  Terry shared some of his favorite experiences with the 
group and expressed his appreciation for the many volunteer hours they have committed to trails. 

Old Business: 

Heyl reported on the Streets Alive event.  Last year there was an attempt to set up a pop-up bike lane, 
but space constraints didn’t allow it.  This year the even was in a new neighborhood and they were able 
to have a pop-up lane on two blocks of street frontage.  There were an estimated 3,500 to 4,000 people 
that attended the event.  The comments organizers heard about the bike lane were very positive with 



many people saying they had been waiting for something like this in Lincoln.  Others had been curious 
about the construction activity they had seen on N Street and were interested to find out about the bike 
way.  Organizers used POW&U barricades and yellow duct tape to create a mock bikeway that extended 
10 feet from the curb along the two blocks.  Bicyclists were invited to ride on the bike way and see what 
it felt like.  There was also a 3 station bike rodeo, bike information and educational materials available.  
The group plans to have another pop-up next year in the same neighborhood (they switch 
neighborhoods every two years).   

The N Street Bikeway Celebration Committee will be having their first meeting October 22nd at 7 am at 
the Downtown Lincoln Association offices.  Hartzell will keep the PBAC informed of the discussions as 
they move forward. 

New Business: 

Visitor Tom Rolfes was present to discuss a September 24th email concerning bicycle safety that he 
addressed to the PBAC as well as the Complete Streets Committee.  Rolfes’ letter addressed concerns 
regarding signage where bikes and vehicles interact, the “bike-ban” ordinance in highly congested areas, 
and the general accessibility of bicycle rules.  The committee spent some time explaining to Rolfes the 
activities and discussion they have had over the past many years.  They stressed that safety is one of 
their greatest concerns.  Hartzell will be discussing Rolfes’ letter with the Complete Streets Committee 
next week. 

Adjourned 8:04 


