
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from December 8, 2015 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 

Members Present: Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Barb Fraser, Elaine Hammer, Delrae Hirschman,  Jordan 
Messerer, Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Spielman, Michael Wylie 

Staff Present: Kellee Van Bruggen, JJ Yost, Sara Hartzell, Mike Heyl, Shane Dostal, David Cary, Jeff 
Kirkpatrick 

Visitors: Pam Manske, David Roan 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 a.m., followed by announcement recognizing 
regulations of the Open Meetings Act as posted by the door.  
 
Minutes: 
Approval of November 12, 2015 minutes: Moved by Ronnau, seconded by Fraser, with 
amendment to correct spelling error on page 2, paragraph 2 “Cobble”, passed 8-0. 
 

Staff Reports: 

Hartzell gave updates on the Billy Wolff renovation project, Bison Trail repairs, Rock Island Children’s 
Zoo segment, Jamaica North Trail Re-Construction, and N Street Cycle Track.   

Billy Wolff – project delays caused by gabion structures in the slope of the trail and the need to 
extend the retaining wall further than anticipated.  Should be substantially complete by end of 
December. 

Bison Trail repairs under West By-Pass and West Van Dorn Street will completed within the next 
few days.  Should not require more than a couple of days of closure to get the culverts replaced. 

Rock Island trail by the Zoo will be open earlier than expected.  The zoo project staging area has 
been shifted so that construction vehicle don’t have to cross the trail and it can be reopened.  
There will need to be additional work on the planting beds this spring and there may be a need 
to close the trail for a few days at that time. 

Jamaica North RFP has been posted.  Proposals are due December 23rd for engineering firms 
interested in the project.  The proposed schedule has construction starting in late spring or early 
summer, but this is heavily dependent on what type of permitting is going to be required. 

N Street Cycle Track has a December 17th press conference planned to promote the opening and 
get the educational material out there.  Not sure the bikeway will be opened on that day, but 
should be within a week after the press conference.  Primary issues continue to be with 
signaling.  The celebration planning committee has had two meetings now and another planned 
for next Thursday morning. 

Old Business: 



Further discussion of Bike Ordinance change.  Specific suggestions on the ordinance included looking at 
item b and clarifying what “entering the street” means and using the term “pedestrian signal” rather 
than the more generic “signal”.  There was discussion of what constitutes a “crosswalk”, whether they 
are always marked, or whether any corner is considered a crosswalk.  Dostal explained that wherever a 
pedestrian way (sidewalk) leads to a curbline, that is considered a crosswalk, don’t necessarily have to 
have curb ramps.  About 50% of crosswalks with signals are pedestrian actuated – they don’t turn 
automatically with every light.  Many of these are due to the traffic signal itself not turning every cycle 
during certain hours.  Cars that drive up to these signals activate the light, but peds and bikes have to hit 
a button.  Generally all lights change during the rush periods – 7 to 9 am, 11 to 1 pm, and 4 to 6 pm, 
after that some go to a detection mode.  Some cities have lighting systems that allow the system to 
move back and forth between a free running system and the preset system but Lincoln’s system doesn’t 
work like that.  Dostal invited the group to make a list of particularly troublesome intersections that 
PW&U could take a look at. The Normal/South/40th Street intersection was mentioned at the meeting.   

2016 Officer Election 

Gary Bentrup and Jordan Messerer were elected to continue in a second term of office.  A motion was 
made to accept the slate of officers as nominated at the November meeting by Hammer, seconded by 
Hirschman, passed 7 to 0, Messerer and Bentrup abstaining. 

New Business: 

Goals for 2016 work include continued education to prevent pedestrian crossing injuries and the Safe 
Kids campaign. 

January meeting will include the Discussion of Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodations item as time did 
not allow us to get to that. 

Adjourned 8:02 


