MINUTES

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
Parks and Recreation Conference Room
Thursday, December 11, 2014 ~ 4:00 p.m.

Members Present:

Bradley Brandt Jonathan Cook Jim Crook Susan Deitchler
Todd Fitzgerald Peter Levitov Olive Martin Anne Pagel
Robert Ripley Jeff Schwebke Joe Tidball Kathi Wieskamp

Members Absent:
Justin Carlson Emily Graul Larry Hudkins Sherrie Nelson

Staff Members Present:

Lynn Johnson, Director Jerry Shorney, Assistant Director
Terry Genrich, Assistant Director Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Special Projects Adm.
JJ Yost, Planning Design & Const. Manager Melissa Lindeman, Recreation

Call to Order & Recognition of ‘Open Meetings Act’: As per law, Chairperson Peter Levitov
announced that the Board follows the regulations of the Open Meetings Act, and called the
meeting to order.

PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS (other than those listed on the current Agenda):
None.

*APPROVAL OF MINUTES: An error was identified in the minutes under the Golf Report
motion, stating that the motion was proposed by the Fees & Facilities Committee. This will be
corrected to state that the motion was proposed by the Golf Committee. A motion was then
made by Bob Ripley and seconded by Todd Fitzgerald to approve the minutes of the November
13, 2014 meeting as corrected. Motion was approved by unanimous vote of members
present.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

e Futures Committee — Bob Ripley (Chair) 471-0419 or 488-5131
The draft for board guidance of the sale or transfer of Park land is being reviewed by
staff for input and recommendation back to the Futures Committee.

e Fees & Facilities Committee — Susan Deitchler (Chair) 488-4224
Susan presented the proposal from Black Hills Energy for the replacement and
relocation of a utility cabinet at Cooper Park. The new cabinet would be painted black
and would include landscape plantings around the cabinet to provide screening. JJ Yost
provided additional information regarding the establishment of a license agreement
which would authorize the placement of the new cabinet, for a period of 25 years, and
would provide $200.00 per year for landscape maintenance. The Committee will also
work with Parks & Recreation staff to develop written guidelines for placement of utility
equipment in parks for future review and adoption by the full Board.

Board members voted to approve the relocation and placement of a utility cabinet
in Cooper Park by Black Hills Energy as recommended by the Fees & Facilities
Committee, by unanimous vote of members present. The license would need final
approval by the City Council.



Susan updated the Board on the topic of multi-generation playgrounds and that it would
not be proposed as early as hoped, but that it remains a priority and will be revisited
when the funding can be budgeted.

A yarn-bombing proposal was received and reviewed by the Fees & Facilities
Committee, and described to the Board members by Nicole Fleck-Tooze. The proposal
requests approval of an event to take place at Union Plaza during National Knitting In
Public Week and/or National Yarn Bombing Day on June 11, 2015. Committee
discussion included a specified time frame and insurance. It was determined that the
Fees & Facilities Committee take the proposal under advisement and provide a possible
policy recommendation to the full Board at the February meeting.

Golf Report — Brad Brandt (Chair) 473-9619

Brad mentioned an article from the Lincoln Journal Star (copy attached to official
minutes on record) and routed for the Board to review. He provided an update on capital
improvement projects planned at Ager Golf Course for a new well and irrigation system,
and at Pioneers Golf Course clubhouse with new restrooms. Also discussed was a
player development program plan being prepared in the attempt to increase youth golf.

In response to a question, Nicole Fleck-Tooze informed that a purchase agreement will
be going before the City Council for surplus land at Highlands Golf Course. Lynn noted
that the sale proceeds will be applied to the debt of the Golf program.

From attending the Golf Committee meeting, Peter Levitov offered that current rounds
are below budget projections at this time, but that positive weather for the upcoming
weekend may improve that deficit.

Executive Committee — Peter Levitov (Chair) 488-2742

Discussing election of officers for the upcoming year, Peter indicated that he has agreed
to continue in the role as Chairperson if desired, but that Todd Fitzgerald has suggested
with the end of his term in April that he will likely not seek reappointment. Therefore,
Peter requested that if anyone would be interested in serving as the Vice-Chairperson to
contact himself and/or Lynn Johnson, and those names will be submitted to the
Executive Committee. Jonathan Cook suggested that Todd could serve as Vice-
Chairperson until his term expires if he so desires, in which Todd indicated that he would
do. With no additional nominations brought forth, a motion was made by Bob Ripley
and seconded by Susan Deitchler that nominations cease, and a unanimous ballot
be cast for Peter Levitov as Chairperson and Todd Fitzgerald as Vice-Chairperson.
All members present voted unanimously, with Peter and Todd abstaining.

Nicole Fleck-Tooze approached the Board and requested approval of Susan Deitchler to
the Lincoln Cares Advisory Committee, replacing Bob Ripley who will be leaving the
Committee. On behalf of the PRAB, Chairperson Levitov confirmed the appointment.

Discussion was held regarding the new school site, YMCA, and possible library
proposed partnership at the Jensen Park site. The school opening is currently planned
for the fall of 2017, with a longer range plan for park development in the future. Lynn
and JJ also explained the process and eight year timeline for use of impact fees for
neighborhood park development.

STAFF REPORT:

Terry Genrich updated the Board on the Easterday Adaptive Recreation program holiday
ball. This is an annual event for the program participants and is greatly attended.



¢ Melissa Lindeman provided an overview of the 2014-15 grants and programs (attached
to official minutes on record), and focused on the National Recreation and Park
Association’s Commit to Health program. Additional partnerships include Community
Health Endowment, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Lincoln Public
Schools, and others. The five year goal focuses on healthy eating, physical activity, and
youth and family education, and intends to make a significant impact in the health of
your nation’s youth. Melissa also briefly explained the AmeriCorps program and
partnerships with eight different local entities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e The lighting ceremony for Ascent at Tower Square will be held on December 21* at 5:03
p.m., the beginning of Winter Solstice. Artist Jun Kaneko will also be in attendance for
the dedication.

o Pioneers Park Nature Center will be holding a number of events, a list of which are
attached to the official minutes on record.

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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