
                              ppppp
S     rS     rS     rS     rS     r
c     oc     oc     oc     oc     o
h     gh     gh     gh     gh     g
o     ro     ro     ro     ro     r
o     ao     ao     ao     ao     a
l     ml     ml     ml     ml     m
       s       s       s       s       s

wild puppetwild puppetwild puppetwild puppetwild puppetsssss

ooooon site hikesn site hikesn site hikesn site hikesn site hikes

supporsupporsupporsupporsupporttttt
     science sta     science sta     science sta     science sta     science stannnnndardsdardsdardsdardsdards

encourencourencourencourencourage explorage explorage explorage explorage exploratioatioatioatioationnnnn

DeveloDeveloDeveloDeveloDevelop awarenessp awarenessp awarenessp awarenessp awareness

TrTrTrTrTravelingavelingavelingavelingaveling
naturnaturnaturnaturnaturalistalistalistalistalist



About the Nature CenterAbout the Nature CenterAbout the Nature CenterAbout the Nature CenterAbout the Nature Center

Pioneers Park Nature Center, operated
by the Lincoln Parks and Recreation
Department, provides the opportunity
for outdoor observation, learning, and
fun. The facility includes 668 acres of
prairie, woodlands, ponds,  wetlands
and a stream; indoor and outdoor
native animal exhibits; and two
interpretive buildings.

The Nature Center offers an engaging
selection of hands-on outdoor and
outreach experiences for students,
designed to enhance the classroom
curriculum and support Nebraska
Science Standards.

Our trained teacher/naturalists strive
to develop awareness, appreciation,
and curiosity about our unique
Nebraska natural heritage by involving
students in programs that are fun,
concept oriented, and that allow
ample opportunity for personal
discovery.

Our staff looks forward to sharing
the wonders of nature with you and
your students both at the Nature
Center and in your classroom.

General Program Information

Scheduling:
• To reserve a time for any of our
    programs, call 441-6837 or 441-7895.
• All programs must be booked at
   least two weeks in advance.The
   Nature Center’s calendar for spring
   and fall fills up quickly, so to avoid
   disappointment, many schools make
   their reservations several months in
   advance.
• If any members of a group have
       special needs, please let us know
   when you schedule your program.

Confirmation:
• A n  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e t t e r  a n d
   confirmation form will be sent or
   emailed to you.  Please read these
   care fu l l y  and not i f y  us  o f  any
   discrepancies and/or changes in
   your plans.
• Return the form or contact us by
   email with your specific requests to
   help us serve you better.

Cancellations:
• In case of inclement weather, indoor
   curricula will be planned to cover
   reques ted concepts .  However,
   we wi l l  ut i l ize the out-of-doors
   whenever possible.
• The Nature Center cancels outdoor
   p rograms on ly  under  ex t reme
   weather conditions.

DisciplineDisciplineDisciplineDisciplineDiscipline is the responsibility of teachers
and other accompanying adults.

NametagsNametagsNametagsNametagsNametags  are a great  help in
maximizing interaction.

Nebraska Science Standards
and LPS Curriculum Objectives
met by each program can be sent
upon request.  They are also listed
on  the  Na tu re  Cen te r  webs i t e :
parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter

Pioneers park nature center

A leader in nature exploration and education for 47 years
offering outdoor experiences as well as puppet and

live animal programs for the classroom.



Transportation
LPS has a bus designated for the Nature
Center.  It is the teacher’s responsibility
to call the transportation office, 436-
1073, to schedule the bus.

Group sizeGroup sizeGroup sizeGroup sizeGroup size
• Classes are divided into groups of
   10 to 15 students.
• Please provide an adult for each
   group.

Program length is usually 1 1/2
hours and must end when scheduled.

Bird Banding DemonstrationsBird Banding DemonstrationsBird Banding DemonstrationsBird Banding DemonstrationsBird Banding Demonstrations
and Indoor Animal Timeand Indoor Animal Timeand Indoor Animal Timeand Indoor Animal Timeand Indoor Animal Time      can
be requested.

HikHikHikHikHike topicse topicse topicse topicse topics not listed here may be
requested when you reserve your time.

Outdoor ProgramsOutdoor ProgramsOutdoor ProgramsOutdoor ProgramsOutdoor Programs

Program curriculum and specially
requested concepts will be covered by
all groups.  However, because individual
group experiences may differ, a period
of sharing after returning to the
classroom is suggested.

Ask students to dressdressdressdressdress for active
participation and the weather.  Sturdy
walking shoes, long pants and adequate
outerwear are suggested.

Consider a winter visitwinter visitwinter visitwinter visitwinter visit to the Nature
Center; the season can be a special time
to view wildlife and landscapes.

Alternate hike sitesAlternate hike sitesAlternate hike sitesAlternate hike sitesAlternate hike sites include Pioneers
Prairie, Nine Mile Prairie, Wilderness
Park,  and Arbor Lake. These sites do
not have shelter or restroom facilties.

FFFFFive Senses Hike ive Senses Hike ive Senses Hike ive Senses Hike ive Senses Hike (Kg)

Fragrances in the herb garden, the
texture of a snake skin or bison fur, and
the sounds of birds and wind are just a
few of the experiences that may be
encountered on this hike. Students use
their five senses as tools for exploring
nature and learn that taste and touch
must be used with care in the out-of-doors.

Nature’s Changing Seasons Nature’s Changing Seasons Nature’s Changing Seasons Nature’s Changing Seasons Nature’s Changing Seasons (Kg)

This hike focuses on seasonal weather
changes and the corresponding
changes in animals and plants.  Topics
include migration, hibernation,
reproduction, and adaptation.

Green is Everywhere  Green is Everywhere  Green is Everywhere  Green is Everywhere  Green is Everywhere  (Kg)

Students will explore a variety of plants,
discovering their importance to our
world, learning their basic parts and
what they need to grow, and noticing
their diversity of size, shape, flowers,
and seeds.

Hike ThemesHike ThemesHike ThemesHike ThemesHike Themes

Animals and Their Habitats Animals and Their Habitats Animals and Their Habitats Animals and Their Habitats Animals and Their Habitats (1st)

Pioneers Park Nature Center is a home
for many animals.  While exploring the
trails, teacher/naturalists encourage
students to make connections between
the animals, their adaptations, the plants
on which they depend, and the
landscape.

Insects and Life CyclesInsects and Life CyclesInsects and Life CyclesInsects and Life CyclesInsects and Life Cycles  (2nd)

Students will review the basic parts of
both insects and plants and explore their
diversity, adaptations and life cycles
through discovery and activities.

Call 441-7895 for information and reservationsCall 441-7895 for information and reservationsCall 441-7895 for information and reservationsCall 441-7895 for information and reservationsCall 441-7895 for information and reservations



PPPPPrairie  (4th)rairie  (4th)rairie  (4th)rairie  (4th)rairie  (4th)

Experience the scope and diversity of a
prairie first-hand. Explore the
characteristics of this ecosystem and the
adaptations that have allowed its plants
and animals to thrive.  Discover some
of the prairie resources used by Native
Americans and early settlers.  Sturdy
shoes and long pants are advised.

WWWWWetlands (5th)etlands (5th)etlands (5th)etlands (5th)etlands (5th)

Students will visit pond, stream and
wetland ecosystems.  Using dipnets,
hand lenses and magicscopes they will
explore the tiny creatures of the
underwater world.  Aquatic animal
adaptations, food chain relationships
and the function of wetlands will be
emphasized.  Be prepared to get wet and
muddy.

In-In-In-In-In-depth Pdepth Pdepth Pdepth Pdepth Prairie and Wrairie and Wrairie and Wrairie and Wrairie and Wetlandsetlandsetlandsetlandsetlands

All day programs All day programs All day programs All day programs All day programs allow students to
explore prairies or wetlands more fully.
Students need to bring lunches and
drinks and should be encouraged to
dress appropriately.

The PPPPPrairie Immersionrairie Immersionrairie Immersionrairie Immersionrairie Immersion all day experience
for  LPS 4th graders is generously funded
by the Hugo A. and Thelma Aspegren
Charitable Trust.

Other Hike TOther Hike TOther Hike TOther Hike TOther Hike Topicsopicsopicsopicsopics

Other hike topics, less tightly tied to
specific curriculum objectives, may be
requested, including Discovery, Trees are
Terrific and Birds.

More Hike ThemesMore Hike ThemesMore Hike ThemesMore Hike ThemesMore Hike Themes

TTTTTraveling Naturalist:  Liveraveling Naturalist:  Liveraveling Naturalist:  Liveraveling Naturalist:  Liveraveling Naturalist:  Live
Animal PAnimal PAnimal PAnimal PAnimal Programs for Yrograms for Yrograms for Yrograms for Yrograms for Your Classroomour Classroomour Classroomour Classroomour Classroom
• These programs are designed  for thirdthirdthirdthirdthird

and fourth gradesand fourth gradesand fourth gradesand fourth gradesand fourth grades but can be adapted
to other grade levels.  Special topics
may be requested.

•  Programs last 45 minutes to one hour45 minutes to one hour45 minutes to one hour45 minutes to one hour45 minutes to one hour.

• Because of the hands-on nature of the
programs, group sizegroup sizegroup sizegroup sizegroup size may not exceed
a single classroom (approximately 25
students).

InsectigationsInsectigationsInsectigationsInsectigationsInsectigations
Here is a chance to carefully observe
live insects.  Your class will untangle clues
and draw their own conclusions about
the movements, parts, and life cycles of
these critters.

RRRRReptiles to Goeptiles to Goeptiles to Goeptiles to Goeptiles to Go
Are you studying snakes or turtles? We
will slither our way to your school with
hands-on experiences and live animals
for your students to explore.

Beaks, Bones, and BirdsBeaks, Bones, and BirdsBeaks, Bones, and BirdsBeaks, Bones, and BirdsBeaks, Bones, and Birds
Did you ever wonder why many birds
have three toes facing front and one
behind?  Let your students discover
answers to this question and many more
while examining a live bird and hands-
on materials for this exploration of bird
adaptations.

Lincoln SchoolsLincoln SchoolsLincoln SchoolsLincoln SchoolsLincoln Schools

$3/student

$5/student

$30/half day

$45/program + mileage

PPPPProgramrogramrogramrogramrogram

1 1/2 hour hikes

All Day Hikes

Wild Puppets

Traveling Naturalist

Out of TOut of TOut of TOut of TOut of Town Schoolsown Schoolsown Schoolsown Schoolsown Schools

$4/student, $40 minimum
no charge for adults

$5/student

Not Available

Not Available

School hike fees for the 2011/12 school year are being funded by  the Lower
Platte South NRD and the Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center if the school
is within the NRD District.

Program FeesProgram FeesProgram FeesProgram FeesProgram Fees



• All outreach programs are limitedlimitedlimitedlimitedlimited
    to the Lincoln area.    to the Lincoln area.    to the Lincoln area.    to the Lincoln area.    to the Lincoln area.

 • Wild Puppet programs are designed
for kindergarten, first, and secondkindergarten, first, and secondkindergarten, first, and secondkindergarten, first, and secondkindergarten, first, and second
grades grades grades grades grades and can be scheduled
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

• Total program length is 45 to 6045 to 6045 to 6045 to 6045 to 60
minutes.minutes.minutes.minutes.minutes.  Teachers may choose
between two short puppet shows or
one long one.  Short shows run
approximately 10 minutes, and long
ones 20 to 25.  The remaining time
is spent in discussion of concepts,
related activities, and hands-on
experiences.

• Group sizeGroup sizeGroup sizeGroup sizeGroup size no larger than two
classrooms are recommended.

Puppet ProgramsPuppet ProgramsPuppet ProgramsPuppet ProgramsPuppet Programs

Have Seeds WHave Seeds WHave Seeds WHave Seeds WHave Seeds Will Till Till Till Till Travelravelravelravelravel (Kg - short)
Students will meet a variety of plants and
their seeds, discovering various ways
that seeds travel, and their growth
requirements.

Flying FFlying FFlying FFlying FFlying Featherseatherseatherseatherseathers (Kg-short)
Join our robin and blue jay as they
discuss seasonal changes and reasons
for migration.

HabitatsHabitatsHabitatsHabitatsHabitats (1st-long)
Follow various kinds of animals as they
discover the habitat that suits them best.

Mammals  Have FMammals  Have FMammals  Have FMammals  Have FMammals  Have Fururururur,,,,,
    Birds Have F    Birds Have F    Birds Have F    Birds Have F    Birds Have Featherseatherseatherseatherseathers (1st-short)
Bird, mammal, reptile, amphibian,
insect, and spider puppets discuss why
they belong to their particular animal
group and explore their similarities and
differences.

Life CyclesLife CyclesLife CyclesLife CyclesLife Cycles (2nd-short)
Explore the life cycles of insects and plants
and the importance of their body parts.

GarbologyGarbologyGarbologyGarbologyGarbology (2nd-long)
Common backyard animals discover the
importance of the three Rs (Reduce,
Reuse, and Recycle) for keeping their
habitats healthy.

Other puppet showsOther puppet showsOther puppet showsOther puppet showsOther puppet shows are available upon
request.  Those listed below are not
designed specifically to meet curriculum
objectives but include many concepts that
support them.  All are short shows except
Endangered Species.

Defenses and Threats Defenses and Threats Defenses and Threats Defenses and Threats Defenses and Threats (animal adaptations)

Insects in WInsects in WInsects in WInsects in WInsects in Winterinterinterinterinter

Snug in the SnowSnug in the SnowSnug in the SnowSnug in the SnowSnug in the Snow
(mammal survival strategies)

Life in a FLife in a FLife in a FLife in a FLife in a Field ield ield ield ield  (natural communities)

Endangered SpeciesEndangered SpeciesEndangered SpeciesEndangered SpeciesEndangered Species
 most suitable for 2nd grade

The $30 fee covers a morning or afternoonThe $30 fee covers a morning or afternoonThe $30 fee covers a morning or afternoonThe $30 fee covers a morning or afternoonThe $30 fee covers a morning or afternoon
of puppet programs in one location.of puppet programs in one location.of puppet programs in one location.of puppet programs in one location.of puppet programs in one location.

PPPPPioneers Pioneers Pioneers Pioneers Pioneers Park Nature Centerark Nature Centerark Nature Centerark Nature Centerark Nature Center

Phone: (402) 441-7895
Location: west end of Pioneers  Park
             3201 S. Coddington, Lincoln
Mailing address: 2740 ‘A’ Street

Lincoln, NE 68502
Fax: (402) 441-6468
E-mail: nfurman@lincoln.ne.gov
Website:
     parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter

Wild Puppets:  Outreach PWild Puppets:  Outreach PWild Puppets:  Outreach PWild Puppets:  Outreach PWild Puppets:  Outreach Programs for Yrograms for Yrograms for Yrograms for Yrograms for Your Classroomour Classroomour Classroomour Classroomour Classroom


