
ITEM #4--Agenda of September 20, 2007 September 14, 2007

Application for Landmark Designation 

PROPOSAL:
 Gamma Phi Beta Sorority at 415 North 16th Street requests designation as a Lincoln Landmark.

DISCUSSION:
Gamma Phi Beta sorority was constructed in 1927 as one of Greek Row’s best examples of Federal Revival
style architecture.  The building permit identifies Kemyss L. Bonebright as the architect.  Bonebright was
listed in the 1927 Lincoln City Directory as a draftsman with the Lincoln architects Davis & Wilson.  Later
he was a manager for a Lincoln heating contractor.  Ernest

Rokahr & Son was the
contractor and the
estimated cost of
c on s t r u c t i on  was
$30,000.
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The Gamma Phi Beta house received a major rear additions to the west side in 1961 and 1965.  The
thoughtful additions are visible from R Street but do not diminish the original design, especially as viewed
from the east, principal facade.  This sorority is regarded as a contributing structure in the Greek Row
Historic District, as listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  I will bring additional images and
description to the Commission’s meeting, along with proposed Preservation Guidelines based on the
standard set used for the other landmarked Greek houses.

  F:\FILES\PLANNING\HPC\REPORTS\2007\Sept04.07.wpd 


