
to: Historic Preservation Commission
from: Ed Zimmer
re: Agenda of July 16, 2009
date: July 10, 2009

Item 3: Landmark Designation of 400 S. 33rd Street
A draft landmark application and guidelines for the ca. 1889 house are attached.  The new owners of this
property, Bill and Myrna Wood, are finishing the long-stalled rehabilitation of this building as six apartments.
They do not need any zoning adjustment or special permit as this is a “continuing non-conforming use” but
the landmark designation gives them the option of pursuing state VIP status (Valuation Incentive Program).

Item 4: Sign/Insignia at Alpha Xi Delta Sorority, 1619 R Street

Caryl Greathouse contacted me about replacing the existing metal chapter house “quill” insignia on this
sorority (at right).  Her email stated:
Although we have not yet contracted the sign, the
new one will be nearly identical. The body will be
painted aluminum (to avoid the rust we are
experiencing.) The "pearls" will be backlighted
rather than bulbs...also experiencing rust in the
old sockets. The lighting will be LED (not exposed
to the elements) rather than the current
incandescent variety (which are.)  Rest assured,
the design will not be updated as we intend to
simply reproduce the Quill that is our badge using

modern technology. It should end up looking much
the same but a bit larger. 
She described the requested length as 7.5 feet,
extending to the midpoints of the piers between the
arched windows.  

The image at left “stretches” the existing sign to
depict the described size of the proposed
replacement.  



Recommended finding: The replacement of the sorority insignia sign on Alpha Xi Delta House
is compatible with the character and use of the landmark.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Item 5: Capital City Grill at Seaton & Lea Building
Randy Jones is opening at new restaurant at 301 N. 8th Street.  He intends to remove the existing
“Magnolia” sign and revert to a blade sign projecting diagonally from the corner of the building.  I’ve not
seen his proposal yet but it hopefully will meet the requirements for a Certificate of No Material Effect
under prior approvals by the Commission.  I’ve listed his project on the agenda in case I receive a
proposal before the meeting that requires Commission review.

Item 6: The Grand Manse, 129 N. 10th Street
In case Mr. Froelich wishes to review any alternative proposals with the Commission based on last
month’s discussion and action, I’ve included this item as a continued hearing on your agenda.

Item 7: Urban Development Dept. Proposals for facade improvements in Havelock Landmark
District
The Commission approved most of the projects in this District last month but requested further
negotiation on the Havelock Salvage/Schmidt Bros. Building.  

Item 8: Speedway Properties project on N. 8th Street, Q to R Streets (east side)
The Commission review conceptual plans for portions of this large project and I’ve included it on your
agenda for any substantive updates that might occur.
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