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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Michael Sinclair, on behalf of Lead Belly Restaurant, requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for a work
at 301 N. 8  Street in the Haymarket Landmark District.th

DISCUSSION:

The  Commiss ion  has
reviewed the renovation work
at Seaton & Lea Building
several times in 2012 and
2013, as the design and
construction work has
progressed.  This month the
project developers are asking
review of the major sign for
the establishment.  As the
Commission earlier suggested
(out of concern for the damage
caused to the fragi le
brickwork by previous
projecting signs), the proposal
is for a freestanding sign
within the dock area of the 

Seaton & Lea Building, Dec. 2012
right-of-way licensed to the project by the City.  The City Attorney’s office has ruled that such a sign can
be permitted in the B-4 Central Business District, within an area licensed for use by the adjacent private
property, provided it meets other requirements of the zoning code.  In this instance the sign type is
permitted in the B-4 district, if it receives a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Conceptual design, approved Feb. 2012



.

As proposed
(above and right),
the sign stands
within the dock
area, slightly
southeast of the
corner of the
building, at the
top of the steps
up to the dock
area.  It is
somewhat shorter
than the
conceptual
version, but
otherwise very
similar in placement and scale.

The sign is described by Nebraska Neon Sign Company asfollows:
“We are designing this sign to have a very "industrial" appearance; layers of metal connected with

exposed fasteners. The restaurant name would be routed in an aluminum plate, at least 1/8 inch thick. 

That would be spaced off another thick aluminum plate, the center(the area directly behind the routed

copy) of which would be painted to provide contrast for the routed copy.  We would mount white LED's on

the back of the routed plate to reflect light off of the backing plate lighting the copy and allowing light to

"leak out" around the edge of the routed plate. The light source will not be exposed.  We will create a

baffle to keep the LED's from being seen from the side. 

We haven't finalized the design of the panel for the secondary copy. But, we have discussed that if there is

something on the sign structure it will be lit with a goose neck light source similar to what we

show...probably a little smaller though.”

 



This layered metal sign appears to fall within types permitted by the Haymarket Special Sign District,
which disallows “backlit, plastic-faced” signs but permits case-by-case review of other illumination
methods.  Several years ago, Jabrisco’s at 7  & P Streets received approval for a sign with somewhatth

similar layering and masked illumination.  The proposed design appears to offer good visibility in
daylight or night/illuminated conditions, and meets the essential requirement of not interferring with
key architectural features of the building.  

Mr. Sinclair indicates that the
developer and designers are still
working through the design details
of what the rest of the sign
package suggested in earlier
proposals, including a secondary
sign atop the canopy and signs for
the parapet band.  That parapet
band of signs apparently has been
a feature of the building since its
beginning and is almost an
architectural necessity on this
building.

ca. 1881

Recommended finding: The proposed freestanding sign is consistent with the concept
previously encouraged by the Commission and is in keeping
with the historic character of the building and district.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.
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