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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Brett West, for WRK LLC, requests a for a Certificate of Appropriateness for work at the
southwest corner of Holdrege Street and Idylwild Drive in the East Campus Neighborhood
Landmark District, including 1417 and 1423 Idylwild.

DISCUSSION:
The Commission has previously reviewed the concept for this project, which
includes removal of two residential buildings at 1417 and 1423 Idylwild, and
construction of a mixed use building building on the south side of Holdrege west of
Idylwild with commercial uses on the first floor, including a new location for
Valentino’s restaurant.  A second, similar building would subsequently replace the
existing Valentino’s location, further west across N. 35th Street, outside the
Landmark District.

The applicants ask reviews of both buildings, for a Certificate of Appropriateness
and as advisory response to the project as a City-assisted redevelopment project.

The buildings are three-stories, with storefronts and brick veneer on the lower
story, canopies over the Holdrege sidewalk,  and alternating cement-board panels
and 3” lap siding on the upper two stories.  The roofs are flat.  Plans included with
the submission show commercial space on the ground floor and dwelling units
above.  Parking is to the south, screened from Holdrege by the buildings.  The east
parking lot is set-back from Idylwild by a landscaped screen; the west lot is similarly
buffered from Starr St. to the south.

The designs as developed are consistent with the conceptual designs previously
reviewed and accepted.  As previously discussed, the project addresses Holdrege
and the scale of the new fraternity house under construction on the east side of
Idylwild, rather than the residential scale of the majority of the historic district.  In
major part, the construction occurs on an existing commercial parking lot and in
replacement of an existing commercial building (Val’s).  The three-story scale is not
larger than existing apartments further west on Holdrege, but incorporates
neighborhood services such as the restaurant.  The design’s alternating façade
materials establishes something of a rowhouse character.  Overall, the project
appears create a desirable transition between arterial Holdrege Street and the
residences of the historic district.

Recommended finding: The proposal is consistent with the conceptual
design approved by the Commission, is well-designed, and appropriately buffered from
historic residential properties.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.
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