
Item 5—Agenda of November 21, 2013   November 15, 2013 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
PROPOSAL: 
Lincoln Urban Development Department requests a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for work at Idylwild Park, Apple Street at Idylwild Drive, in the East Campus 
Neighborhood Landmark District. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Idylwild Park was dedicated to the city in the Woods Bros. University Addition of 
1919.  It is a small triangular parcel formed in part by a diagonal portion of the 
O.L.&B. Railroad right-of-way, which originally was paralleled by a roadway called  

Peck Street from 33rd to Idylwild.  The 
railroad was abandoned in the late 1920s 
and Peck St. was eventually vacated, but 
the plat and the park remained, shaped 
by the earlier features.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The park today is mostly landscaped 
with turf, plus a few deciduous and 
coniferous trees, a picnic table, and a 
sand volleyball area. 
 



Resources to improve this park are available in connection with redevelopment 
nearby on Holdrege involving the new AGR Fraternity House and mixed use 
buildings on the Valentino’s site.  Valentino’s has committed funds to the park and 
its future upkeep and the park has been rechristened Valentino’s Idylwild Park.   
 

 
 
The new master plan includes infilling trees as needed around the perimeter of the 
park, renovating the sand volleyball area, and installing a ”Trolley Feature with play 
components.”  This last feature incorporates interpretive material about the history 
of the area and a replica trolley car for seating and play.  NOTE: See attached Master 
Plan details.  The redevelopment project will also invest in upgrading the condition 
of the park medians of Idylwild Drive. 
  
Recommended finding:   
The Master Plan for Valentino’s Idylwild Park maintains and respects a key landscape 
feature of the historic neighborhood, adds a contextually –based play/interpretive 
structure, and  maintains the landscaped medians of Idylwild Park. 
 
Recommended action:   
Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 






