Item 5—Agenda of October 17, 2013 October 10,2013
Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:

John Bruner, on behalf of Option Associates, requests a Certificate of
Appropriateness for work on the Option condominiums on the southeast corner of
N. 7th and R Streets in and adjacent to the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:

The owners of the Option condominiums request a preservation certificate to
modify the siding material on the rowhouses at 7th & R Streets. Mr. Bruner
presented this concept to the Commission September 19t and explains it in the
attached letter and renderings by Sinclair Hille Architects.

The proposal would replace faux brick siding with stamped metal shingles and
limestone veneer. The plan would also replace the garage doors and material on the
railings of the rooftop decks.

In discussion with Mr. Bruner earlier this week, he indicated the proposed shingles
would be dark gray, not brown as shown in the renderings. He agreed that using a
second tone of gray shingle at the tops of the west walls would be acceptable above
the true-brick “piers” on the west elevations, to achieve a capping effect on those
otherwise ill-defined verticals. He also indicated acceptance of a suggestion to
reduce the height of the limestone veneer on the south facade, perhaps to the level
of the balconies.

The replacement of the failing faux brick siding on these building is desirable. Since
the buildings are not historic, the Commission’s judgment is similar to the review of
a new structure, evaluating general compatibility with the character of the district,
while mindful of not creating a false copy of a historic building. As a renovation, the
applicant’s alternatives are more limited than with a new building. The proposal
will improve the durability and appearance of the buildings and thereby benefit the
historic district.

Recommended finding:

As a renovation of relatively modern buildings, the proposals as illustrated and
described above are a welcome improvement in the compatibility of the buildings with
the Historic District and meet the standard for new structures.

Recommended action:
Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness and approval as satisfying the intent of
the Downtown Design Standards.



350 N 7' Street, Unit #12
Lincoln NE 68508
October 6, 2013

Ed Zimmer

Historic Preservation Planner
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 S. 10™ Street, Suite 213

Lincoln NE 68508

Dear Mr. Zimmer:

This letter is regarding the new siding for our condo project called The Option at 7" & R Streets. The necessity of this
siding project was brought on by poor original construction that has led to multiple water leaks in both buildings
affecting all thirteen units.

We are wishing to address these water damage issues as soon as possible, therefore, we employed the help of Sinclair
Hille Architects. Their job was to help us find materials that would blend in with the Haymarket theme, but would not
look like we were trying to make a new building look old. In selecting materials that would work, we looked around at
buildings in the Haymarket and found that most contained either stone or brick in their facades. We decided that this
was a good choice using stone for part of the project that would incorporate the old look and another material for the rest
of the project. Looking at the new buildings that have gone up across the street from us and seeing them using a blend of
different metal sidings, we chose metal shingles. After several material searches and renditions of what the buildings
would look like, we have settled on the drawings presented to the Historic Commission.

The stone is natural limestone, 1%4" thick, with a 3/8" mortar joint. We have decided to use real stone because we have
had some graffiti sprayed on our buildings earlier this year and natural stone will allow us to clean the face of it if
vandalism occurs in the future. Cultured or manufactured stone does not allow any cleanup of graffiti without damaging
the face. The product Thin-Brick was not used because we could not match the brick that we have on the buildings now
and trying to remove the existing brick would simply be cost-prohibitive.

The metal shingles that we wish to use go back to the old days of metal being applied to the sides of buildings for
decoration. The shingle is a 12"x12" heavy 26 gauge metal used on the new Amtrak Station, the Sinclair Hille office
building, and is a good tie-in with the new construction across the street. The metal banding around the top of the
buildings on our deck railings was selected because of its light weight and our wood-supported structure. This will
define the buildings’ side walls and the color of the banding will be a sandstone color to replicate the tops of older
building facades.

We believe that updating the exterior of our buildings with these high quality products will enhance our buildings and
add to the Haymarket District. With this explanation, we are requesting a Certificate of Historic Compliance. Please
contact me if you have any questions.

Sipcergly, ﬁ

John C. Bruner

President, Option Association
Cell--402-367-8398
Home--402-545-2036
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