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Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
PROPOSAL: 
“Bin 105” requests a certificate of appropriateness for awning signs and a sidewalk café at 105 N. 
8th Street, the Grainger Building, in the Haymarket Landmark District. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Bin 105 is a wine store that has operated for several years in a mid-block storefront of the 
Grainger Building at 105 N. 8th Street in Haymarket.  They are moving to the larger space at the 
south end of the building, with windows towards O Street, while retaining an entrance from the 
N. 8th St. dock. 
 
With the move, the establishment is adding a menu and seeks a sidewalk café permit for part of 
the south end of the dock, as well as proposing two awning signs at the south façade. 

Proposed awnings, O St. frontage  
 
The triangular-section awnings are black canvas with white lettering “bin 105 quality wines” on the 
south faces and on the triangular end panels.  They are proposed for installation under the transoms, 
above the windows and former roll-up door openings, between the building’s brick pilasters.  The size 
and placement of the awnings appears responsive to and respectful of  the building’s architecture. 
 
The awnings are similar to many approved by the Commission and used throughout Haymarket.  They 
are traditional, opaque canvas and would be lit externally from above with gooseneck fixtures.  The 
detail sheet on the proposal is attached.   
 
 



 



The second part of the Bin 105 proposal is to install a few tables and chairs on the east dock, outside 
their premises, as a sidewalk café.  A short portion of railing would also be installed just west of the 
building’s main entrance, to identify Bin 105’s licensed premises.  Pedestrians access would be 
maintained across the dock from the south stairs to the Bin 105 entrance and beyond to the north.  
There are two existing benches on the dock flanking the business’s entrance and two of the tables would 
be associated with the benches. 

 
Two variations have been suggested for the seating plan.  (See above and below.) 
 



The second proposal seems better organized and offers a clearer pedestrian pathway.  The proposed 
furniture is illustrated, with one of the existing benches.  The furniture appears simple and attractive, 
but the illustration also supports the second site layout as the benches are of a very different character 
than the table and chairs. 
 

 
 
The proposed menu is also attached below.  Submitting a menu is a requirement of the sidewalk café 
application process. 
 
Recommended finding: The proposed awnings meet the criteria of the Haymarket  

Landmark District and Haymarket Special Sign District. 
The sidewalk café furniture, in the second site arrangement, 
seems an appropriate use of the dock, while respecting 
pedestrian use. 

 
Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the awnings and  

sidewalk café. 
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