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MEETING RECORD 

NAME OF GROUP: NEBRASKA CAPITOL ENVIRONS COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF 
MEETING: 

Thursday, January 24, 2013, 8:00 a.m., Room 214, County/City 
Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Christie Dionisopoulos, Karen Nalow, Jeff Searcy, Cecil Steward and 
Jon Weinberg.  John Kay and Tom Laging absent. 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Elizabeth Thomas (Clark Enersen Partners); Lynn Johnson, JJ Yost 
and Jerry Shorney (Parks & Rec); Bob Ripley (Capitol Commission); 
Marvin Krout, Ed Zimmer, Stacey Hageman and Michele Abendroth 
(Planning Department) 

STATED PURPOSE OF 
MEETING: 

Regular Meeting of the Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was acknowledged. 

Adoption of meeting record of November 8, 2012 

Weinberg moved approval of the November 8, 2012 meeting record, seconded by Dionisopoulos.  
Motion carried 4-0; Dionisopoulos, Nalow, Searcy and Weinberg voting ‘yes’; Steward abstaining; Kay 
and Laging absent. 

Update on Centennial Mall progress, including Certificate of Appropriateness for donor recognition 
and other design elements. 

Nalow explained an additional donor recognition program on Centennial Mall.  She stated that it will be 
located at five of the major lawns across the Mall, recognizing each of the lawns for the different 
agriculture groups.  Wherever there is an east-west sidewalk, they are looking at creating a donor 
recognition band.  The band will be 24’ long with 18” granite tiles, but will be a different type of granite 
than the Spirit of Nebraska Pathway.  Each tile will have an inscription, “Nebraska Agriculture Feeds the 
World”.  The Spirit of Nebraska Pathway will be Academy Black granite, and these plaques will be gray in 
color.  There are five motifs for these plaques.  The motifs they are considering include corn and wheat, 
corn and wheat with a cowhead, a wheat hexagon design, a sunflower and rosettes found throughout 
the capitol.   

Steward stated that his reaction is that there is good reason to question whether animal agriculture is 
adequately represented.  There is only one design that does that, and the others are more abstract.  In 
certain settings that is okay, but he believes this calls for a more literal representation.   

Searcy asked if there is a concern with the cattle image.  Johnson stated that their concern was that the 
image is pretty busy and may not read well as an icon.   
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Weinberg stated that he does not believe any of the designs are unacceptable and suggested that the 
donor could choose the design.  Zimmer agreed and added that all the designs are elegant.   

Ripley stated that he believes the design should be more overt.  On the other hand, it is good to not be 
too overt.  He prefers the wheat hexagon design as it is neutral and portrays agriculture well. 

Zimmer suggested that perhaps choosing two or three designs and letting the donor choose is a good 
approach.  He prefers the corn and wheat design and the wheat hexagon design.  The third design could 
be something specific to animal agriculture.  Ripley stated that the bison image from the capitol would 
be a good possibility. 

Dionisopoulos stated that she believes designs specific to the capitol are a better approach than a 
composite image. 

The Commission agreed that offering a choice of two designs is a good approach.  The two designs they 
prefer are the corn and wheat design and the wheat hexagon design. 

Steward stated that the other five graphics previously selected do not have a border, but the hexagon 
image has a border.  Nalow stated that is a good point.  She noted that the other five have a border on 
the edge.   

Weinberg moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the donor recognition program; it 
was seconded by Dionisopoulos.  Motion carried 4-0; Dionisopoulos, Searcy, Steward and Weinberg 
voting ‘yes’; Nalow abstaining; Kay and Laging absent. 

Johnson stated that they are developing an interactive education system for Centennial Mall.  They 
recognize that there is a limited amount of information that can be contained on the Mall, so they are 
developing a web-based system to access information.  He invited the Commission to a public meeting 
on March 1 to announce the updates on the Centennial Mall project.  He also invited them to weekly 
fundraising committee meetings on Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m. at Parks and Recreation. 

Johnson explained that there has been an interest in making the information on the Mall as educational 
as possible.  They have identified a list of Nebraska notables, individuals who have made contributions 
to the state.  They have funding for 27 or 28 tiles, but they need to identify which notables should be on 
the tiles.  He asked if the Commission is interested in forming a sub-committee to identify the notables 
for the tiles.  Searcy stated that this allows the progress that we are seeing to be able to partner with 
the beginning stages of the sesquicentennial celebration.  He believes this will build momentum for the 
statehood celebration in 2017.  Steward asked if there has been any consideration given to the existing 
Hall of Fame in the capitol.  Ripley stated that we are almost at our maximum amount of 32 or 36 Hall of 
Fame honorees, and it will be reached in 2020.  He believes these tiles would provide a good place to 
recognize other individuals.  Dionisopoulos asked about the process for selecting the notables.  
Weinberg stated that it is not the Commission’s responsibility to come up with the criteria or names.  
Zimmer stated that as the names come forward, the Commission could turn down names.  The last stop 
is a Certificate of Appropriateness at the Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission.   
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Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition of 1236 H Street in the Capitol Environs District. 

Zimmer reported that the building is still not demolished but they are working toward that. 

Update and Miscellaneous 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 a.m. 

 

**Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the Capitol 
Environs Commission.** 
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