
Certificate of Appropriateness

Discussion

“Red Mango” has applied for a sidewalk café permit at  210 N. 14th Street in the Capitol Environs District.  The city staff “Outdoor 
Dining Committee” suggested to the applicant that a complete fence as depicted below might produce a congested sidewalk 
and a congested seating area.  Instead, it was suggested that only the north and south, 5-foot lengths of fence be installed (with 
sufficient return at the corners for lateral stability.   The sidewalk café of Panara at 12th & P Streets  is operating well with a 
similar partial enclosure.  The applicant supports this suggestion but hasn’t had an opportunity to  modify the rendering.

The proposal includes three tables north of 

the entrance and a decorative, illuminated 

LED “tree” at the south end of the sidewalk 

café space.  Images  from other Red Mango 

locations are provided on the next page, 

along with a specification sheet tor the  

element.

In general, the Commission has approved 

the installation of  sidewalk cafes  in the 

downtown portions of Capitol Environs as an 

element supportive of a lively pedestrian 

environment.  At this location, relatively 

distant from the Capitol and not facing a 

Mall or Capitol Square, the design standards 

call simply for “enhancement to the 

character of the district.”  Outdoor dining has 

been approved in the right-of-way north and 

south of the proposed location for “Noodles 

& Co.” and for  a former coffee house.

The LED „tree” is a unique aspect of this 

proposal .   The “Purpose” section of the 

sidewalk café ordiinance includes “Providing 

the opportunity for creative, colorful, 





focused commercial activities on a day/night and seasonal basis.”  (LMC14.50.020[b])

The sidewalk café ordinance  allows some signs, stating: “No advertising shall be permitted on or in any sidewalk 

café…except to identify the product and /or  name of the vendor, and shall in all respects comply with the 

provisions of Title 22 and 27 of this code regulating signage.” While  to the best of my knowledge “Cherry 

Blossom” LED trees are not trademarked by Red Mango, they are commonly used at their locations, somewhat in 

the manner of a logo or identifying symbol.  Therefore the Commission is probably the key review body  in 

determining whether the café, and its LED tree, should be permitted as requested.

Recommended finding: The design of the sidewalk café enhances the Capitol Environs District.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.


