NEBRASKA CAPITOL ENVIRONS COMMISSION (NCEC) RESOLUTION:
“Planning for the East Capitol District of Downtown Lincoln”

26 September 2013

WHEREAS the NCEC has statutory authority to promote and encourage public and
private urban development to enhance and protect the grounds and views of the
Nebraska State Capitol, and

WHEREAS it is the opinion of the NCEC that an area of downtown Lincoln bounded
on the south by “Washington” Street, on the north by “S” Street, on the west by
“14t” Street, and on the east by “21st” Street is an area in transition with some
historic structures and some places of historic significance to the Capitol Environs
and the city, some new major areas of public and private investment, and some
areas of blight and deterioration. In general, this district of Lincoln has not reached
its potential and opportunities to enhance and strengthen the sustainability of the
Capitol Environs or the overall urban quality of downtown Lincoln; it is a mixture of
public and private uses, values, and varying conditions of public safety that needs
coordinated planning with the surrounding neighborhoods and urban districts, and
more specifically

WHEREAS two of the four major axes intersecting the Capitol block are within this
proposed district, and recognizing that the east “]” Street axis and the Goodhue
Boulevard south axis are long neglected for renovations and development
complementary to the Capitol and good urban design, and

WHEREAS the recent and on-going multi-million dollar’s public and private
investments in upgrading Centennial Mall as the north axis and installation of the
Antelope Valley floodway and traffic corridors have not reached their potential for
tangential influence on public uses and private investment within the proposed
district, and

WHEREAS a significant number of major public and private buildings and properties
are in, or rumored to be in, transition for redevelopment and change of uses in the
district (i.e., Pershing Auditorium, Windstream, Lincoln Public Library, YWCA,
Federal Parking block, Nebraska State Government properties, University of
Nebraska properties, etc.), and

WHEREAS downtown urban development and planning for the central downtown
district and the West Haymarket district have proven that there is a growing market
demand in Lincoln for low-to-midrange-to-upscale housing in contexts of mixed-
uses and entertainment districts. These same plans and recent developments have
projected and created new demands for businesses and commerce, and for public
transit and alternative forms of downtown mobility. The proposed district could



complete the “four-quadrant circumference” of demand and services for a unique
urban village atmosphere in downtown Lincoln, and

WHEREAS a recent proposal for a small modification of landscaping and sidewalk
construction along Goodhue Boulevard demonstrated that the residents in the
districts and neighborhoods near the Capitol are passionate and intensely interested
in the long-term quality of the Capitol Environs and the central districts of
downtown Lincoln. They also have appealed for a more comprehensive “public
engagement” planning process to these ends,

THEREFORE, THE NEBRASKA CAPITOL ENVIRONS COMMISSION RESOLVES, to
request the Lincoln/Lancaster Planning Department initiate, at the earliest possible
schedule, a Sub-area Planning Process for the aforementioned district to be known
as the “East Capitol District”, and that the planning effort will be coordinated with
the extant Downtown Master Plan, the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, and all
appropriate public and private property stakeholders within and adjacent to the
described boundaries of the proposed district.



