CAPITOL ENVIRONS LETTERHEAD
-DRAFT-
Date-

Kevin Wailes, CEO & Administrator
Lincoln Electric System

1040 ‘O’ Street

P.0. Box 80869

Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-0869

Re:  Relocation of Overhead Utility Lines in the
Nebraska Capitol Environs District

Mr. Wailes:

On behalf of the joint City/State, Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission, [ want to convey to you
and your Board, our continued appreciation for the on-going cooperation you have extended to
our Commission in recent years. In particular, the relocation of overhead utility lines within the
Nebraska Capitol Environs District (see attached map) has been a significant achievement,
especially regarding Centennial Mall north and the first two blocks of Goodhue Boulevard south of
the Capitol. And although both the north Capitol axis along the seven blocks of Centennial Mall and
the four blocks of Lincoln Mall have been cleared of all on-axis overhead utility lines, it is our
Commission’s desire to complete the same task in the remaining five blocks of the seven block
long south Capitol axis on Goodhue Boulevard.

The recent improvements (2012) made by LES in removing the mid-block overhead lines from ‘F’
to ‘G’ Streets as part of the McPhee School renovation have been dramatic in terms of creating an
unobstructed on-axis view of the Capitol from two blocks south of the building. It would be our
Commission’s sincere desire to see the continuation of this relocation of mid-block overhead
utility lines the remaining five blocks from the “E’ to ‘F’ Street block all the way to ‘A’ Street where
the boulevard begins.

Our Commission is aware that annually LES does budget for and selects certain areas of our capital
city to relocate overhead lines, just as we are also aware of the demands on your limited
resources. However, as | believe Capitol Administrator Bob Ripley spoke with you last year, we ask
that you place this requested ‘five-block project’ on your list (and as advocates for our mission) as
high on your list as you can, in hopes of seeing further progress in this part of the Environs District
in the near future.

For the Commission,

Jeff Searcy, Chairman
Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission

cc: Mayor Chris Beutler
Governor Pete Ricketts and members of the Nebraska Capitol Commission



