
Page 1 of  2

MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND Wednesday, July 2, 2008, 12:00 p.m.
PLACE OF MEETING: Room 113, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street,

Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Gene Carroll, Michael Cornelius, Dick Esseks, Wendy
Francis, Roger Larson, Jim Partington, Lynn
Sunderman and Tommy Taylor.  Leirion Gaylor Baird
absent

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Marvin Krout, Mike DeKalb, Tom Cajka, and Michele
Abendroth of the Planning Department; and other
interested parties.

STATED PURPOSE Lighting Study
OF MEETING:

The meeting was called to order at 12:01 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.

Marvin Krout stated that the original lighting ordinance was outdated and had some
loopholes, so staff felt it was time to revise the standards.  There have been several
complaints with regard to lighting, most of them dealing with light trespass or glare.  Staff
hired Olsson Associates to help with the current study.  They did a survey of lighting
conditions in Lincoln, looked at current codes and put together a Task Force which met for
over a year.  The Task Force included business representatives, dark sky/astronomy
representatives, neighborhood representatives and City staff.  

The key issues with the current standards include that they do not address all kinds of
lighting, do not apply in all zoning districts, are not clearly written, are located in several
different places of the code, are not effective at controlling glare, do not encourage energy
conservation, and do not discourage light pollution.

The key recommendations are to expand the lighting standards to cover all types of lighting
and all zoning districts, including residential districts.

The proposed standards set new thresholds for all outdoor lamps above which lamps must
be used in cutoff fixtures.  One of the problems is the type of lighting used in parking areas
that is causing light trespass and glare.  New standards were also set for the maximum
vertical light level on adjoining residential lots as well as the current horizontal standard.
They also eliminated the requirement for lighted parking lots to maintain a 4:1 uniformity
ratio.  This will allow for more flexibility and the ability to light only areas that need it.
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The new standards have lighting levels for all lighting environments, not just parking lots
and recreation lighting.

An exception is for landscape or architectural lighting.  This type of lighting must be aimed
or controlled so that the light is confined to the objects that are intended to be lit.  Another
exception is to the shielded fixture requirement for residential street lighting and
floodlighting.

In response to a question regarding the developers’ and contractors’ view on the standards,
Krout stated that the developers generally support the standards.  There were mixed
opinions on the uniformity ratio.  Staff does not expect much opposition to the standards.
However, the Lincoln Independent Business Association may oppose on the basis of the
standards adding more regulations.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department
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