
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: SAV #01018 DATE: December 10, 2001 

PROPOSAL: To vacate the east 18 feet of North 8th Street abutting Lot 6, Block 30
Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R” Street abutting Lots
5 and 6, Block 30 Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R”
street abutting the east 18 feet of North 8th Street.

LAND AREA: 3,264 square feet (Public Works & Utilities proposal)

CONCLUSION: The Public Works & Utilities proposal permits the applicant to
develop the area commercially while promoting pedestrian
circulation. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The east 18 feet of North 8th Street abutting Lot 6, Block 30
Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 6 feet of “R” Street
abutting Lots 5 and 6, Block 30 Original Plat of Lincoln and the
south 6 feet of “R” street abutting the east 18 feet of North 8th

Street.

LOCATION: N. 8th and “R” Streets

APPLICANT: Journal Star Printing
926 P Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

CONTACT: Thomas C. Huston
1900 U.S. Bank Building
233 S. 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508-2095
474-6900

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: B-4 Commercial and government
South: B-4 Commercial
East: B-4 Commercial uses and future city parking garage
West: B-4 Commercial and residential
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Land Use Plan designates this area
as Commercial.

Goals of the transportation planning process include:

• Maintain and enhance an efficient network of roads and public ways that allows the movement of
people and freight to all areas of the community, prioritized to meet the current and future needs,
balancing environmental effects, safety concerns, cost effectiveness, urban design and
relationships to other community goals.

• Encourage and promote extensive use of non-motorized transportation by providing sidewalks,
streets and a multi-use trail system within the community for commuting, recreation and other
traveling. (p. 81)

Goals for the Downtown commercial area include:

• Develop Downtown Lincoln as the primary multi-use center. 

• Encourage an aesthetically pleasing, pedestrian oriented, mixed-use Downtown.

• Encourage retail and commercial services which support and enhance Downtown as a convenient
and full-service, multi-use center. (pp 58-9)

UTILITIES: Available

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: Both N. 8th Street and “R” Street are local streets. The Subdivision
Ordinance requires 66 or 72 foot right of way for commercial or industrial local streets. 

ALTERNATIVE USES: Continued use as public right-of-way 

ANALYSIS:

1. On November 15, 2001, the Historic Preservation Commission approved a
Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed building and site modifications and
recommended approval of the right-of-way vacations.

2. Both N. 8th Street and “R” Street have 100 feet of right-of-way adjacent to the
applicant’s property. If 18 feet were vacated on each side of the street, only 64 feet
of right of way would remain. The Subdivision Ordinance requires 66 feet for
commercial streets. 

3. The Haymarket, however, is a unique commercial area. A number of loading docks
have been entirely vacated for use as sidewalk cafes. The 8th Street right of way
between “P” and “Q” Streets narrows to 56.55 feet where both loading docks have
been vacated. 
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4. 8th Street adjacent to the proposed vacation has no parking - it is currently a loading
zone for the dock.

5. The proposed vacation of the loading dock would not impact parking, would
promote commercial development on this block, and would remove the City from
any liability regarding the dock.

6. Once the City parking garage is complete and the Haymarket Park bridge is
installed, the sidewalk on the south side of “R” Street will likely have significant
pedestrian traffic.

7. The applicant proposed vacating the east 18 feet of North 8th Street abutting Lot 6,
Block 30 Original Plat of Lincoln and the south 20 feet of “R” Street abutting Lots 5
and 6, Block 30 Original Plat of Lincoln and that portion of “R” Street abutting the
east 18 feet of North 8th Street. 

8. If the vacation of the south 20 feet of “R” Street was approved as the applicant
requested, Public Works & Utilities indicates that it would be difficult to provide a
good pedestrian sidewalk system on “R” Street. The Public Works & Utilities
proposal (vacating only the south 6 feet of “R” Street) provides room for
landscaping between the curb and the sidewalk. Public Works & Utilities
recommends that the entire loading dock on 8th Street be vacated.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code are
met.

1.2 The applicant provides a surety in the amount of $2,250.00 to
guarantee the reconstruction of the 8th Street sidewalk throughout the
limits of the vacation.

1.3 The applicant signs an agreement to provide handicap access to the
south end of the 8th Street loading dock.

Prepared by:

______________________
Jason Reynolds
Planner
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