
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: Special Permit #1983 DATE: August 2, 1983 

PROPOSAL: To operate an enclosed disassembly operation for the disassembly of
vehicles.

WAIVER REQUEST: None requested.

LAND AREA: Approximately 3.66 acres.

CONCLUSION: This request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and with
modifications the site plan will comply with the Zoning Ordinance.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conditional Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 40 in the SE 1/4 of Section 34, T11N, R7E, Lancaster
County, Nebraska.

LOCATION: Northeast of the intersection of U.S. Highway 6 and Fletcher Avenue.

APPLICANT: L.T.R., Inc. dba L.T.R Vehicle Sales and Salvage
Box 29663
Lincoln, NE 68529
(402) 465-4567

OWNER: Allen Ensminger
5700 Fremont Street, Apt. 212
Lincoln, NE 68529
(402) 467-2082

CONTACT: Roger Graul
Box 29663
Lincoln, NE 68529
(402) 465-4567

EXISTING ZONING: I-1 Industrial

EXISTING LAND USE: Vehicle Sales and Repair.
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SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  
North and West: Agricultural (across U.S. Highway 6) AG
South: Construction Yard/Heavy Equipment Sales I-1
East: Undeveloped/Agricultural I-1

ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS: None.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The 2025 Comprehensive Plan identifies
industrial uses on this site, a part of the large industrial designation in this area roughly
bounded by North 56th and North 84th Streets, and by Havelock Avenue and Alvo Road.  A
heavy industrial center is also designated in the vicinity of this application. 

TOPOGRAPHY: Flat across the site.

AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS: Adequate screening and limits on the salvage operation
to mitigate the impact of the use adjacent to an entrance corridor.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: This site is located within the 100 year floodplain.

ANALYSIS:

1. The site is developed with an approximately 20,000 square foot metal building, and is
being used for vehicle repair and/or sales.  This is an application for a special permit
to allow an enclosed disassembly operation. The applicant states that abandoned cars
are towed to the facility, and is seeking this permit to allow the removal of parts to sell
to other salvage yards before the cars are disposed of.

2. Lincoln Municipal Code (LMC) defines “Salvage Material” as “dismantled, non-
operating or wrecked automobiles, trucks, trailers, equipment, machinery, mobile
homes, tractors, or farm machinery, appliances, other vehicles or parts thereof; or
scrap materials including iron, steel, and any other metallic materials except
recyclables...”

3. Per LMC 27.63.500, enclosed disassembly operations are allowed in the I-1 district
with a special permit under the following conditions:

A. Construction and operation shall comply with Chapters 5.41 and 8.26 of
the Lincoln Municipal Code and any other applicable codes or
requirements.  

The applicant must be granted a separate permit in accordance with the
requirements of Chapter 5.41 to lawfully operate a salvage yard.  Additionally,
the salvage yard must operate within the requirements established under
Chapter 8.26 - Nuisances.
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B. Receiving areas for salvage material shall be designed to avoid the
depositing of salvage material outside a building or outside screened
storage areas.

No outside storage areas are shown on the site plan.  As is noted in paragraph
D below, this site is within 500' of U.S. Highway 6  and outdoor storage of
salvage materials is not allowed.

C. Scrap processing operations shall contain a minimum of two acres.

This site is in excess of two acres.

D. Salvage material kept outside a building shall not be located closer than
500 feet from an entrance corridor, except where existing land forms
completely obstruct the view by the traveling public of the salvage
material.

The site is located less than 500' away from U.S. Highway 6, one of the defined
entrance corridors according to this section of LMC.  There are no land forms
to obscure outdoor storage at this site, and as a result no outdoor storage of
salvage material is allowed.

E.  Salvage material kept outside a building or buildings shall not be
located in the required front yard.

Outdoor storage of salvage materials at this location is not allowed.

F.  Salvage material kept outside a building or buildings shall be located
at least 100' from the boundaries of the I-1 or I-2 zoning district except
where said boundaries are common with the H-3 zoning district and
shall be at least 500' from any residential zoning district.

The zoning boundary line separating the I-1 and AG districts extends through
the middle of U.S. Highway 6, and there are portions of this site that are within
100' of that line.  However, because this site is also within 500' of an entrance
corridor (U.S. Highway 6), outdoor storage of salvage materials is not allowed.

G.  Salvage materials may be stored in enclosed semi-trailers provided
the  semi-trailers are properly licensed and operable.

Storage within semi-trailers is not indicated in the application.
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H.  The City Council may decrease the setback requirements in (c) and
(f) above upon finding there is sufficient justification for such
modification and that there will be no significant adverse effect on the
adjacent property.

4. Landscaping is shown on the site plan, but it does not show plantings for the entire site
nor a planting schedule.  The plan must be revised to show existing and proposed
landscaping along with a planting schedule, and must also indicate any fences that are
being used for screening.

5. The site plan is also lacking other necessary detail.  It must be revised to include a
north arrow, a graphic scale, be enlarged to include the entire parcel, and be fully
dimensioned.  It also must show the adjacent right-of-way to the south of the property.

6. This site is located within the 100 year floodplain.  In those cases where outdoor
storage of salvage materials is allowed, anchor points in the ground for vehicle tie-
downs are required to be shown on site plans.

CONDITIONS:

Site Specific:

1. This approval permits an enclosed disassembly operation, provided there is no
outdoor storage of salvage materials.

General:

2. Before commencing operations or receiving building permits:

2.1 The permittee shall have submitted five copies of a revised final plan showing
the following revisions and the plans are acceptable:

2.1.1 Include a north arrow, a graphic scale, be enlarged to show the entire
parcel, and indicate the adjacent right-of-way to the south of the
property.

2.1.2 A revised landscape plan that shows all existing and proposed
landscape materials, including street trees, with planting schedule.

2.1.3 Be fully dimensioned including dimensions for parking spaces, all
property lines, adjacent rights-of-way and all existing or proposed
structures.

2.1.4 Distinguish between existing and proposed structures and facilities.



Special Permit #1983 Page 5

2.1.5 A note on the site plan indicating no outside storage of salvage
materials is allowed.

2.2 Submit a grading plan for approval by the Public Works and Utilities
Department for any new construction on the site.

2.3 The construction plans comply with the approved plans.

STANDARD CONDITIONS:

3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

3.1 The operation and use is to comply with Chapter 5.41 for "Salvage Yard and
Scrap Processing" and 8.26 for "Nuisance" of the Lincoln Municipal Code, as
amended.

3.2 All landscaping and screening materials are to be permanently maintained by
the owner.

3.3 The site plan accompanying this permit shall be the basis for all interpretations
of setbacks, yards, locations of buildings, location of parking and circulation
elements, and similar matters.

3.4 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the
permittee, its successors and assigns.

3.5 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the City Clerk
within 30 days following the approval of the special permit, provided, however,
said 30-day period may be extended up to six months by administrative
amendment.  The clerk shall file a copy of the resolution approving the special
permit and the letter of acceptance with the Register of Deeds, filling fees
therefor to be paid in advance by the applicant.

Prepared by

______________
Brian Will, AICP
Planner
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