VIIl. CONCLUSION

This plan was completed to fulfill federal planning requirements established through the
passage of SAFETEA-LU in August 2005. Initial guidance regarding the development of
such plans was published by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in the Federal
Register on March 15, 2006. Subsequently, additional guidance was published on
September 6, 2006 (Federal Register, September 6, 2006, Vol. 1, No. 172, page 52617)
which clarified FTA’s expectations for the coordinated plan.

The notice on the “availability of final circulars” to assist grantees in implementing the
Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities (Section 5310), Job Access and
Reverse Commute (JARC), and New Freedom Programs was published in the Federal
Register on March 29, 2007 [Federal Register / VVol. 72, No. 60 / Thursday, March 29, 2007
/ page 14851]. The effective date of these circulars is May 1, 2007.

“FTA requires that a coordinated plan includes the following elements:

(a) An assessment of available services that identifies current providers (public,
private, and nonprofit);

(b) An assessment of transportation needs for individuals with disabilities, older
adults, and people with low incomes. This assessment may be based on the
experiences and perceptions of the planning partners or on more sophisticated data
collection efforts, and gaps in service;

(c) Strategies and/or activities to address the identified gaps and achieve efficiencies
in service delivery; and

(d) Relative priorities for implementation based on resources, time, and feasibility
for implementing specific strategies/activities identified.”

This plan fulfills those expectations, and also serves as documentation of local efforts to
identify and prioritize transportation service gaps, and to suggest potential solutions and
strategies. Potential funding to implement these strategies will be forthcoming in the
upcoming competitive grant process sponsored by the Lincoln MPO, whereby grants
throughout the planning area will be awarded as authorized through SAFETEA-LU.

A Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit such projects is expected to be issued by the
Lincoln MPO upon completion of this plan. The RFP will include application procedures,
availability of funds, eligibility requirements, selection criteria, time lines, and other
relevant information for applications. Applications will be ranked by order of projects
deemed most important to address the identified needs. Responsibility for this task has
been delegated to the local Lincoln MPO Technical Committee which will apply the agreed
upon criteria (see Priorities and Evaluation Criteria) and reach consensus on the overall
ranking.

The proposed project ranking will be submitted to the MPO Officials Committee for
approval and adoption. Following adoption by the Officials Committee, the final ranking
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will be forwarded to the Nebraska Department of Roads for final review and approval. The
Officials Committee, with participation of the MPO Technical Advisory Committee, will
build upon the stakeholder collaboration developed through the planning process to
cyclically review and revise the list of project gaps and potential strategies, and to discuss
other opportunities to enhance service coordination throughout the planning area.
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