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Meeting Record 
 

MPO Officials Committee Meeting 
Thursday, July 1, 2010; 1:30 p.m. 

Mayor=s Conference Room 
County/City Building, 555 South 10th Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Beutler; Gene Carroll, John Spatz, City Council; 

Bernie Heier, County Commission; Monty Fredrickson, 
NDOR. 

 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Doug Atkin, Justin Luther, Federal Highway 

Administration; Brad Zumwalt, Nebraska Department of 
Roads; Kyle Fisher, Lincoln Chamber of Commerce; Trish 
Owen, Mayors Office; Randy Hoskins, Thomas Shafer, 
Public Works & Utilities; Marvin Krout, Michael Brienzo 
and Michele Abendroth, Planning Department 

 
 
 
 
Roll call and acknowledge the ANebraska Open Meeting Act@ 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meeting Act was 
acknowledged. 
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
 
Gene Carroll and John Spatz were nominated as Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
1. Review and action on the draft minutes of the February 25, 2010 Officials Committee 

meetings. 
 

Spatz moved approval of the February 25, 2010 Officials Committee meeting minutes, seconded 
by Heier.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
2. Briefing on the FHWA/FTA on the Joint Certification Review of the Lincoln MPO and 

the Work Plan for Addressing the Quadrennial Certification Review.  
 
Brienzo updated the Committee on the Work Plan.  In May 2009 the Federal Highway 
Administration & Federal Transit Administration performed a certification review on the Lincoln 
MPO as a Transportation Management Area (TMA).  As a result of the joint FHWA and FTA 
review, there were six commendations, seven programmatic recommendations and 12 corrective 
actions identified. The Lincoln TMA has been found to be in compliance with federal regulations 
subject to the implementation of the corrective actions programmed through an “Action Plan” that 
identifies the issues and the timeframe of activities or actions for the correction.  Many of the 
actions are focused on the update the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) which staff expects 
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to be completed and adopted by January 2012. Another element was the Transportation 
Improvement Program in which total project costs were identified. Staff has made progress on a 
few of the other corrective actions such as the Congestion Management Process adopted last year 
and will be incorporated in the LRTP. The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) was also 
reorganized to meet these requirements in providing more detailed descriptions and timelines for 
of the planning projects. This document will be further amended as needed.  
 
Major elements of the TIP have been reworked and the project prioritization and project selection 
process is being reviewed but the basis for this process will need to start with the LRTP. The 
Public Participation Plan (PPP) is expected to be completed by September 2010. We are working 
with the City, County and State on updating the interlocal Planning agreements for the MPO.  
These are in draft form and are currently under review by NDOR. The definition of the planning 
boundary of the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) was cited as a deficiency and was clearly 
identified in the MPO Management Plan adopted last year. The MPA is also clearly defined in the 
draft interlocal Planning agreements.   
 
Brienzo noted that the Work Plan or Action Plan for Addressing the Quadrennial Certification 
document will be included in the UPWP as an addendum. 
 
He added that the Lincoln MPO is certified subject to remedying the corrective actions outlined in 
the certification review report by January 2012.   
 
3. Review and action on a recommendation regarding 2010 Self-Certification review that 

the Transportation Planning Process for the Lincoln Metropolitan Area complies with 
applicable federal laws and regulations.  

 
Brienzo stated that the federal highway bill requires the MPO to conduct an annual certification 
process to look at the transportation planning process and see if it is meeting all the regulations.  
There are ten regulations that we address and identify how we are meeting those regulations.  The 
MPO has a coordinated transportation services plan, a public participation plan, an environment 
justice plan, a Long Range Transportation Plan, a Transportation Improvement Plan and a Unified 
Planning Program.  It is the findings of staff that we are in compliance with these requirements.  
This certifies that the planning process is addressing major issues facing Lincoln.  The MPO 
Technical Committee has recommended approval of the Self-Certification.   
 
Spatz moved to adopt the 2010 Self-Certification, seconded by Heier. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
4. Review and action on the draft Lincoln City / Lancaster County FY 2011-2014 

Transportation Improvement Program.   
 
Brienzo stated that the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is updated annually and is 
included in the State TIP.  The purpose of the TIP is to identify federal funding for transportation 
projects and projects that have significant impacts to the transportation system.  Any project that 
is to receive federal funding must be in the TIP.  The project must also be identified in the Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  The projects in the TIP go through a prioritization process 
and are considered to be priority projects for the MPO area.  The TIP now covers a four year 
period.  Past TIPs included six years in the past but only adopted the first four years. The new 
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format focuses projects on the program of projects of four year and eliminates the last two years 
which are only for information purposes. This year the program has a strong emphasis on 
maintenance and all projects are in conformance with the MPO’s LRTP. 
 
Heier moved to adopt the draft FY 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program, seconded by 
Spatz.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
5. Review and action on the Lincoln-Lancaster FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work 

Program for Transportation Planning within the Lincoln Metropolitan Area. 
 
Brienzo stated the UPWP identifies the transportation planning activities and products to be 
developed by the MPO and other transportation planning agencies.  It is a short term planning tool 
used to define specific annual goals and projects.  The key issues being addressed during this 
planning period include the Long Range Transportation Plan, Comprehensive Plan update, the 
travel demand model update, the Public Participation Plan, transportation funding issues, the 
Transportation Improvement Program, and goods and freight movement planning. 
 
Spatz moved to adopt the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program, seconded by 
Fredrickson.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
6. Review and action on revisions to the current FY 2010-2015 Transportation Improvement 

Program. 
 
Brienzo stated that the proposed revisions are to current TIP.  The State wants to convert local 
dollars to federal dollars for six projects.  The Pedestrian, Bicycle & Trails section is proposing to 
add funding to the Jamaica North Trail project. 
 
Heier moved approval of the revisions to the current FY 2010-2015 Transportation Improvement 
Program, seconded by Fredrickson. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Briefing on current planning activities in the Lincoln MPO Planning Area 

a) Lincoln MPO Travel Demand Model Update.  
b) Lincoln MPO Long-Range Transportation Plan and Comprehensive Plan Update. 
c) NDOR Long-Range Transportation Plan Update. 

 
Brienzo informed the Committee of the current planning activities in the MPO.  The travel 
demand model is in the process of being updated. The current model is being reviewed and the 
base network assumptions are to be validated or revised. It is a tool to evaluate transportation 
issues in relation to new transportation policies and land use plans. The new model is being moved 
into the new TransCAD software that is fully compatible with our GIS tools. We expect this to be 
in place by the end of the year. 
 
Brienzo stated that the Long Range Transportation Plan is being updated and a new plan is 
expected to be adopted by the end of 2011. The LRTP is prepared in conjunction with the 
Comprehensive Plan.  This process is being guided by a 21-member Advisory Committee 
comprised of the nine Planning Commission members and interested citizens.   
 
Zumwalt informed the Committee that the Nebraska Department of Roads is updating its Long 



Page 4 of 4 
 

Range Transportation Plan with a completion date of June 2012.  It is a policy plan looking 20 
years in the future.   
 
8. Other topics for discussion. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:42 p.m. 
 

** Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the  
Metropolitan Planning Organization Officials Committee. ** 
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June 15, 2010 Linocln Metropolitan Planning Organization

2010-2013 Transportation Improvement Program AGENCY: State of Nebraska

Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization DIVISION: Department of Roads

Program Revisions

TIP NO. Project IM NH State Total Program Revisions
(Control Number) (Project Number) Funding Estimate ($1,000)

18 Salt Creek Bridges 3,342 1,504 912 5,758 Currently shown in FY 2012

Bridges Move project into FY 2010

CN 11449 IM-NH-80-9(554) Advanced Construction Funding Conversion

0.0 mi

21 WE Waverly Interchange Bridge 2,623 1,180 983 4,786 Currently shown in FY 2012

Bridge Move project into FY 2010

CN 11992 IM-NH-80-9(715) Advanced Construction Funding Conversion

0.0 mi

20 Stream Bridge West of Waverly 1,503 676 346 2,525 Currently shown in FY 2012

Bridge Move project into FY 2010

CN 12460 IM-NH-80-9(833) Advanced Construction Funding Conversion

0.0 mi

19 Stream Bridge west of 98th St. 1,356 610 324 2,290 Currently shown in FY 2012

Bridge Move project into FY 2010

CN 12470 IM-NH-80-9(843) Advanced Construction Funding Conversion

0.0 mi

12 70th St. Bridge 1,128 508 400 2,036 Currently shown in FY 2010

Bridge Cost estimate revision

CN 12476 IM-NH-80-9(849)

0.0 mi

17 56th St. - Waverly    Interchange 19,305 8,687 5,784 33,776 Currently shown in FY 2012

6-lane, gr, str, surf Move project into FY 2010

CN 12477 IM-NH-80-9(850) Advanced Construction Funding Conversion

3.86 mi
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June 15, 2010 Linocln Metropolitan Planning Organization

2010-2013 Transportation Improvement Program SECTION: Ped, Bike & Trails

Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization AGENCY: City of Lincoln

Program Revisions

Project ENH Local State Total Program Revisions
(Control Number) (Project Number) Funding Estimate ($1,000)

Jamaica North Trail (Phase II) PE 12.0 7.0 0 19.0 Addtional PE funding

Calvert to 'J' Street Constr 568.0 142.0 0 710.0 Const and CE

CN 12879 ENH-55(160)

2.25 mi Let Sept '10
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